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sickness — Call at Aholi — Obi’s apparent ingratitude — Simon Jonas 
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¥uesdg,y, September 21. — H.M. Stcam-vesscl ‘ Wilber- 
force’ sailed from the confluence of the Chadda and 
the Niger in a state almost as (deplorable as that of 
the little ‘^Soudan Nearly all our crexv were sick, 
more haring been dail^ added to the list since the 1 9th. 
Some cases also from the ‘Wklbcrt' were sent for a 
passage to Jibe better gir of the <;past,J[ncluding two 
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CONDITION OP THE WILBERPOI¥’E. 


officers, Mi% Harvey master, and Mr. Coleman asssst- 
ant-surgeon. Our deck was completely covered fore 
and aft on the port side and a-mid«hipip with hani 
mocks and beds. Tlic starboard side was kei^t taler- 
h.bly clear for working the vessel, though a few were 
even there. They were protected as much as possible 

t 

by means of awnings and curtains, yet vvhen tor- 
nadoes tagie on, tlic rsiin could not always be excluded. 
N(f serious inconvenience however accrued, and it M'a.s 
far better they should bt? in the frcsli open air than in 
the confined space allotted for the men, even if there 
had been room enough. Some of5cci*s were iu the 
captain’s cabin and gun-ixiom. 

Commander W. Allen was very unwell in the morn- 
ing, having been much exhausted by the late animated 
discussions ; so that when Captain Trotter, accompanied 
by Commander P*. Allen, came on board to say farewell, 
afld deliver his instructions, he found it necessary to 
leave them with Lieutenant Strange, to be given to 
William Allen w hen he should be better. The latter 
was much gi’ieved at this .scjfaratiou from his esteemed 
friends and colleagues, with whom? until the recent 
occasion, there had* been no dificrence of^opimon. 
It was doubly painful to Uim thus to Kej)arate; for 
while admiring the* genei-ous zeal with which they 
determined on prosecuting the enterprise, he dccj)ly 
regretted being precluded, from* the ])ossibility of ac- 
companying them ; and 1^5 could not stifle the fear and 
presentiment .of itg fatal result, which wcjjc too surely 
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veifficd. It was the last time he saw poor Bird 
Allen. 

As there were* so many cases of fever now in the 
‘ WMberforcc/ and only One medical man, Dr. Pritchett — 
Assistant-Surgeons Thomson and Stirling having been 
lent to ‘ Soudan’ — Captain Trotter, on application, sent 
Assistant-Surgeon WootUiouse. 

An exchange was made with ’the clcrgy^ieft ; — the 
Rev. Mr. Muller coming on board ‘ Wilberforce,’ ^d 
Mr. Schdn joining the ‘Albert,’ for the pui*pose of 
extending — as far as that vessel might go — his obser- 
vations on the disposition of the chiefs to receive mis- 
sionaries, which was indeed the peculiar object of 
that reverend gentleman in accompanying the ex- 
pedition. 

Lieutenant Strange took charge of the navigation 
of the ‘ AVilberforce,’ which he conducted with great 
skill, and we rapidly descended as far as the new toWn 
of Adda Kuddu, where w^e w’cre obUged to anchor to 
procure some firewood, as the ‘ Albert’ having a longer 
voyage, could spare us but a small quantity of co^ls, of 
which she had not much more than ourselves. For- 
tunately .we were not long delay eti here : about twelve 
hours’ fuel were purchaseck thanks to the good will of 
our excellent old friend the Anaj&Ii. lie had long been 
exj>ecting ^ promised present, which our multifarious 
and painful occupations had deferred. A handsome 
and some other useful articles were now sent to him. 

At 2 v.M#we weighe(J anchor. Dtirr^it and sti'cam 
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ONIAII MARKET. 


carried us with such rapidity, that it required dhe 
utmost vigilance to avoid the numerous rocks with 
which the bed of tlie river is studdctl for twenty-fiv/> 
miles below the Confluence. At this full season ^hey 
-were all under water, making them more dangerous. 
Our frequent narrow escape.s kept up a painful excite- 
ment among tlie invalids. Opposite to Biirraga or 
Beaufoit Island we had a fine view of a section of the 
stratification : — at one place the .sandstone dips 30" to 
the north, and half a mile to the northward the beds 
were horizontal. 

22nd . — Weighed early, and ran <juickly past Iddali 
and Addah-nnigu, without communicating with the 
chiefs. On pa.s.sing the Oniah or Kggarah market, we 
found an immon.se number of canoes huddled to- 
gether among the bushes. As there was no dry spot 
on the island, ihc tran.sactions were of necessity 
carried on afloat ; and judging from the noise and 
commotion -to which in all probability our presence 
contributed .some of the excitement, — tlmre must have 
be6n plenty of business on '( hange. 

The locality at which we fouAd the merchant.s 
as.seml>lcd, was not bJiC same as that pointed out to us 
in going up, as the Oniah inqj’kct-jdace ; indeed, the site 
miust be frequently Changed, a.s in the ‘ Alburkah’ in 
1 832 we passed a large market on the right bank near 
the Eddh river, which waf^ theu'called Oniah or Oriiih, 
It i.s probably an appclla^on of the Ibu people, as there 
is a town of the same name at the lowc^ confines of 



obi's appabbnt ingratitude. 5 

Kilfg Obi’s dominions. Another reason for thinking 
so is, that the same market is by the Ibus called 
"Sggarah, whlbh the name of the pation next above, 
whe^ frequent it. Several canoes made the attempt 



to come alongside, but time was so precious that we 
would not wait, .so left them holding up goats, &c., 
and vociferating in great cTisappojntment. 

9 A.M. Th. sV' wet bulb. Mason’s Ilygr. 77" 

• 3 P.M. „ 87’ „ ,* 78“ 

9 P.M. „ 80' „• ,, 76“ 

— Weighed at daylight, on passing the branch 
of the river which is said to go to Bonny, we were 
much struck with its * reduetion in magnitude, from 
what it appeared in 1833 ; and if we had not been 
certain of tho locality, wp could not ha^e believed it 
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to be the same. Etou in its present overflowed state 
it carries off but an inconsiderable quantity of water, 
and cannot be ranked among the principal outlets vf 
the mighty Niger. It appears to be filling up. 

Soon after breakfast we anchored off the creek 
leading to Aboh; a messenger was immediately sent 
to apprize Obi of our arrival, and to request that 
he would, send off ifll his canoes with wood, as we 
were obliged to return without delay to the “salt water.” 
The king replied he was sorry he had no moans of 
assisting us, as all his men were gone to the market ; 
besides which, ho said the flood was so high, that it 
had laid his town under water. 

Disappointment made us look with suspicion and 
dissatisfaction on his answers, which were strength- 
ened by his not coming to sec us according to custom. 
This neglect, after all the benefits we had conferred on 
him and the warm profe.s.sions he had made, show'cd 
at all events that it was useless putting our trust in 
such a prince as Obi. 

^ i^fverthclcss, we had ocular demonstration of the 
overflowed state of the banks, the water being much 
higher than w hen Ve were here before ; and as we 
knew so many of his cacaoes were at the Oni^ 
market, we perhaps judged him too hardly. 

Wo learned from our visitors, that the ‘Soudan’ had 
passed three days previoudy without stopping, except 
to land Simon Jonas. <.This is the individual whom 
Obi had requested »might be l§ft wuth him to teach his 
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pc0|)le. It was at first decided that he sliould then 
remain, but Mr. Muller the chaplain, and Mr. Schdn 
*4hc church nkissi^ary, thought his usefulness would be 
mudli increased by a little longer* stay with them, 
when his faith might be confirmed and his under-* 
standing enlarged by their instruction. The king was 
therefore told at the time, that his wishes should l>e 
gratified on our return. When however, th# neces- 
sity of sending the ‘ Soudan’ away, proved that *\v'c 
should not be able to remiTin much longer in the 
rivci; Simon was sent to do what good he might, in 
the short time he would have to stav. 

Immediately on our arrival, he came on board to 
pay fiis respects, and said that the king had been 
very kind to him. It did not appear, that he 
had made any beginning in his pastoral duties; for 
the king, anxious to derive as much advantage as pos- 
sible from his civilized countryman, had conferred 
upon him the dignity of chief tailor, thus showing a 
determination to begin by reforming*his outward man. 
Simon however said thal; the people w’ere desirous of 
being instructed.* Ho was tolerably w'oU lodged By 
the king, but complained that his allowance of pro- 
visions was small and jjrecarious. In order, there- 
fore, that he might not be altogether dependent on the 
despot’s Imunty, we supplied him amply with articles 
for barter, to jwocute fon himself the necessaries of 
life, as well as to gain popularity by making occasional 
prc.scnts. ^his we were enabled, to by the libe- 
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NATIVE SYMPATHY. 


rality of our fair countrywomen ; and as we thought 
this a good opportunity for carrying out their 
charitable intentions, — which our ha^y departure ha^ •' 
hitherto preTeutedour complying with, —a considci;ablc 
> number of female dresses were left with him, and ho 
was strictly charged whenever he gave tlicm away, that 
he should confine his bounty 'to tlio.se for whom they 
were intended, namely, the scantily -clad female.s of bis 
acquaintance ; this injunction was the more necessary, 
as a gift of one of these dresses bad Ixien oddly 
perverted. 

On our way up the river, we presented Ukasa, our 
friend of Oniuh, with a pink gauze frock, which we 
had admired on the graceful form of a fair young 
friend, and although he was told to hear it to his 
“ mistres-s dear,” he lost no time in forcing hi.s own 
black carca.se into the delicate garment, and was 
delighted with the impro\ement in his appearance, 
explaining that he thought it became him singularly 
well, and he hofied we should sjiecdily return with 
fresh supplies of such “ gaud.s‘" 

•Tli6 messenger who'was sent by G;bi seemed much 
concerned at finding the deck covered with sick offioors 

r 

and ^nen ; though he knew it would be so, as it is a 
bad country above ; hut it was at this time unhealthy* 
even at Aboh. 

A request was forwarded through Simon Jonas to the 
king, enjoining him to have plenty of wood ready for 
the ‘ Albert,’ as that vessel might be expected in a few 
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daf s. Though Obi gave no assistance, we procured a 
small quantity of fuel from some private individuals; 
^ct as no caiioe^came after five o’clock, we were obliged 
to t»e content, especially as our Krumcn who had been 
seut on sliore to cut M'ood, had not found a convenient? 
place. We therefore u eighed, in the hope of being 
able to gain a good niany miles before sun.set; but 
the navigation was so intricate, that we^ could not 
make more than ten miles before darkness oblig 0 (f us 
to anchor. 

From appearances one might have thought that 
several of our invalids were improving. The fever 
liad now assumed such variety of character, that it was 
frequently very deceptive, and Dr. Pritchett declared 
some to be in considerable danger who did not appear 
to be in the least conscious of it, but insisted they 
were nearly well, and complained of the restraint put 
upon their restlessness, which they mistook for return- 
ing strength. Mr. Wakeham the purser, seemed to be 
past recovery., 

.9 A.M. Th. 81" Mctlljulb, Mason’s Ilygr. 77“ 

3 P.M. „ .. * „ „ 79* 

. 9 ^.M. „ 79" „ • „ „ 76" 

24Ak — Sailed at daylight, but the wood was fbund 
to be so bad and green, that tre could only go on 
slowly. AVe attempted to cut some at Stirling Island, 
where the land was {flso submerged, and the Knimen 
could find no fitting. At the village of Ilelleboliih we 
rejoiced some large stackg of cjpnvenient .sized 
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billets lying on the bank, as if purposely prepared 'for 
ns. Mr. Green was sent to j)iircliasc, and induce tlie 
natives to cut more. On landing, tli^i}' root him with 
muskets in their hands and sliowcd at lirst strong dis- 
•jmsition to be hostile. Wo watclicd their proceedings 
from on board, and were particularly alarmed at seeing 
a man behind a bush cock his giin, and expected that 
his next movement would have deprived us of an 
ofl9ter or of a man, and be the signal for the destruc- 
tion of these misguided' jieople, as our few marines 
were ready with their rifles; but they fortunately 
seemed to be content with watching Mr. Green, 
who made no progres.s in treating for the wood. At 
first they said we might have it all if wo would go 
away immediately, for the ship “was no good.” After- 
wards they sold a .small quantity, but at a dear rate, 
and they were so long haggling about it, that we could 
wait no longer, and regretted the dmh which had been 
thrown aw'ay on these savage.s : for they a]>peared to 
deserve that appellation more than any of the natives 
we Viad come in contact witti. For some time they 
could not or woidd not understand an Ibu intorj)rctcr, 
although from the vicinity of that country — npt being 
morfi distant than forty miles — we might conclude 
there would be frequent intercourse. Still the intes- 
tine divisions are so grcjlt that the natives of these 
little villages do not go much be>\)nd *.hcir boundaries, 
and all the trade with Ibu is monopYliscd by King 
Boy, as the Ib^is neyer paH.s their frontiersV- The Delta 
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is Said, indeed, to have many dialects, hardly intelli- 
gible at a little distance from each other. 

Tlie rivei*ha4 risen so high that the people were 
walking among the huts mid-leg in the water; and 
marks on the mud walls proved it to have been everf 
two feet higher this season. 

At the next village we w'cre again tantalized by the 
appearance of abundance of wood^ready cut,* in very 
large stacks. The natives having expressed their tlil- 
lingness to sell it, if we woul(f go on shore and arrange 
about the price, — Mr. Strange, the First Lieutenant, 
made the attem})t, but he could do nothing with them. 
We^ therefore left this inhospitable place ; having 
wasted much valuable time, steam, and patience ; and 
above all, — that which may be of most importance 
to these poor short-sighted ])eople — such instances 
cannot but have the effect of diminishing the interest, 
which all have taken in their behalf : if ever the 
inhabitants of the Delta shall become so far civilized 
as to appreciate the motives of philanthropy which 
prompted such exertions, they will look with ^ame 
on the records ^ their refusal to assist those who were 
siTffcring so much to benefit them. 

We were obliged to anchor for the night, sooirafter 
leaving this place, having made*but a limited distance 
during the day. 

.9 a.m. Th/81 "Vet bulb, Mason’s llygr. 76" 

J) 77 * » » 75 

25#//. — ^e proceeded at day^ght.. Unfortunately 
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\rhen we were only about twenty miles from the feea 
our fuel ran short. The stokers having participated 
in the general anxiety to leave the rivei*} had taken 
every opportunity of burning coal, when wood nvas 
'ordered to be used. The consequence was, that the 
engineer was deceived as to the quantity, and sur- 
prised to find it rdl consumed M hcn he believed there 
was sufficient to carrj us to the mouth of the river. 
— if not over the bar. Our Knimen cut about four 
hours’ supply with great difficulty, as the water covered 
the banks. At the margin of the river the men were 
standing in a swamp up to mid-leg; but furtlier in 
they had to work with the water up to their hips. 
In other places wc have observed that the land 
is lower at a little distance from tlic river ; 
which had led to the supposition that artificial em- 
bankments had been raised ; but though this may bo 
the case where there are villages, it could not be so in 
this swampy and uninliabitable region, where solitude 
is so perfect that not a vestige of the operations of 
hum^th industry was visible; we were therefore sur- 
prised at seeing a man paddling in a small canoe. 
He came on board, spoke very good English, and said 
he belonged to Akassa, at thonmouth of the river. 

We proceeded thrdhgh these narrow and winding 
reaches with feelings very different to those we expe- 
rienced in ascending the river. ThenU,he elasticity of 
health and hope gave to /;hc scenery tt* colouring of 
exceeding loveliness.. The very silence a).d solitude 
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had a soothing influence which invited to meditation 
and pleasing anticipations for the future. Now it was 
i4he stillness ©f d^th, — broken only by the strokes and 
echpes of our paddle-wheels and the'melancholy song of 
the leadsmen, w'hich seemed the knell and dirge of our* 
dying comrades. The palm-trees, erst so graceful in their 
drooping loaves, w'ere noV gigantic hearse-like plumes. 

We were borne mournfully • along, but -without 
accident, till a strong cuirent swept the vessel iflfo 
a tieep bending of the rivA, w’here the bank was 
overhung with what appeared to be tlie delicate 
foliage of shrubs, but which proved to be parasitical 
plants conceabng the stump of a hard-hearted African 
oak,*i\gainst which w’e were carried with such violence, 
that in an instant it tore aw’ay our beautiful galley, 
with tho davits, tackles, and all the gear. The 
destruction was so complete that we might have 
thought the shattered remains of the boat not worth 
the time and waste of steam required for their re- 
covery, cspcciall}' as we had alrcally been taken a 
considerable distance below' the scene of the disaster; 
when an uneartliiy yell w'as hoard from the bush, and 
our peoidc shouted out “The -boy! the boy!” A 
black lad, in fact, had i>een heaving the load from 
this boat, in which he now nfade a novel voyage. 
We had therefore to return and rescue him from his 
awkward situation. -He was found perched in the 
bush, and fori^ately unhurf^. 

In order ><!!hat Captain Trotter njight^ot be alarmed 
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at seeing the wreck of the boat on the bank, when he 
should come down the river, a hawser was made fast, 
and though perfectly useless, m'c dr^ged her oil' by 
main force. 

This unfortunate accident caused great loss of time 
and expenditure of steam; so that when we had 
airivcd at the lowest reach of the river — having con- 
tinuous 'banks — it was already half ebb-tide, and as 
' tfiC channel was shallow and intricate, tlierc was great 
danger of our being detained all niglit in this, the 
very worst part of the river, wliich would doubtless 
have cost the lives of many. Already had the 
retreating tide left the arching roots of the mangrove — 
— dripping with the slimy fetid remains of 
animal and vegetable matter, rife with threatening 
fevers. This was opposite to Louis Creek''^ and is 
perhaps the most difficult part of the river, where, 
ceasing to be confined by firm banks, the water is 
diff’used among the mangroves, and leaves in con.se- 
quence, but little’ to scour a channel in the natural 
cou^e of the stream, which though broad is much 
obstructed by shallows. No person knew the right 
channel but Commander W. Allen, who had.alrciidy 
passed through it three tii^^s, besides having pi*e- 
viously examined it In a boat. He was now fortu- 
nately well enough to pilot tho ve.sscl by stationing 
himself on the bowsprit, with a Icadsnuau on each bow. 


V<il. 1., !>. 177. 
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wlio for some time called out the soundings as fast as 
possible. The danger may be imagined, when we 
'bay that thtf ve^el drew five feet three inches, and 
the •depth for some distance varied from five feet six 
inches to six feet. On entering Louis Creek the 
M'ater gradually deepened, till we emerged from it in 
deep water, and in sight of the sea ; on which the 
few men remaining on deck gave three cheers. But 
the joy which seemed to brighten all countenances "St 
the near prospect of leaving fliis fatal river, could not 
fail speedily to give way to gloomy reflections, on the 
contrast which our })rescnt forlorn condition formed, 
M'itli our brilliant auticij)atious on entering the Niger 
but little more than a month ago. 

We anchored at sunset with the last gasp of steam 
near our former berth, just within Cape Nun, so that 
we could have the benefit of the sea-breezes. 

The gi-cater part of our sick were aj^parently re- 
covering, but there was one whose hopes and con- 
fidence had been of the highest, wLo was now' fiist 
drawing to the terminatTon of his earthly vo^’sfges. 
To poor Mr. Cyrus Wakeham, purser, the freshness of 
the sca-J)reezo could bring no relief. He was past 
consciousness. 

The only occupant of this dreary estuary of the 
Niger was a small English schooner, the ‘Selina,’ 
trading in palm-^il. 'We looked in vain in the offing 
for one of thj? cruizers of die squadron, which we 
expected tcv find wheij.' the ‘ Bu^zardJ had k'cn so 
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a schooner in one of tlic creeks which was supposed 
to be a slaver. 

9 A.M. Til. 79* wet bulb„Mas6n’s Hygr. 7^"' 
3 p.m.' „ 80" ., „ 75' 

9 p.M. „ 77’ ., ,. 75’ 

28M. — 9 A.M. Th. 81" wet bulb, Mason’s Hygr. 76’ 
3 P..M. „ 77 * ., „ „ 76’ 

9 p.M. „• 79" „ „ 76" 

WednesiJait, 29fh St’pf. — Thi.s was the fourth day 
we had been detained by the necessity for cutting 
a sufficient supply of fuel to take us on our little sea- 
voyage to Fernando Po, which appeared to go on but 
slowly, as there was no officer to look after the 
Kruraen. The impatience to get away, perhaps, pre- 
vented our making allowance for the great difficulty 
under which they had to labour, cutting down trees 
in a swamp in some place.s up to their knees in 
water, and even to their middle, and with torrents of 
rain pouring on them the whole day, yet thc.se poor 
fellows laboured cheerfully ; in order to redeem their 
cKa^cter, after having 1l»cen ta.xcd witli idleness, 
they worked much beyond the time fixed for our 
departure: thi.s added to the delay in sepdin^ the 
mhdical man for a last visifc to the sick in the schooner, 

of the supercargo. An inquiry was made into the circumstances, hut 
nothing was elicited to authorize Cap^u Trotter to interfere. All 
the white crew refused to serve any longer, and she took her depar- 
turo, trusting to the Krumen ;*but we afterwards heard she liad been 
picked up at eea^ahandpned, under what circumstances 'we know not. 
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made it so late, when wc w eighed to leave the Niger, 
that high water — the best time for crossing the bar 
— w'as already past. Nevertheless, it was tolerably 
8moo|h. We stood out to sea to j^et a good ofl&ng, 
and then steered for Fernando Po wdth very beautiful 
weather, 

0 A.M. Th. 80" wot Kulb, Mason’s Hygr. 76" 

3 P.M. „ „ ,, „ ^78," 

.0 p.M. „ -SO" „ „ *77" 

30/A. — Mr. Green the second master, and a stoker 
who had a.s,sisted in working the engine, w'ere taken 
sick this morning. We had now only one officer. Lieu- 
tenant Strange, and one engineer, doing duty. Some 
of the* sick felt better, but others found the sudden 
change from the close atmosphere of the river to the 
fresh sea-breeze too much for them. The weather 
continued fine. 

Friday, October \st . — In the evening we saw the 
lofty ])eak of Fernando Po in the distance, and ex- 
pected to be off Cape Bullcn the folloA ing morning at 
day-light, but, on ajiproaclfing, heavy rains and dense 
clouds comjiletcly Shrouded the Inland until wc were’ 
closa to it, when we discovered tliat a strong cuiTent 
had drifted the vessel past plarence Cove : >ve reached 
the anchorage at 9 P.M., and found lying there II.M. 
steam-vessels ‘Pluto’ and ‘Soudan.’ Thor latter was 
in a most deplorable condition: Lieutenant Fish- 
bourne, who had been sent jn temporary command, 

c 2 
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was ill of fever, caused by his great exertions in 
bringing the vessel down the river. 

In obedience to Captain Trott^’s orders, the first 
anxiety was to' get the ‘Soudan’ ready as sopn as 
possible to rejoin him up the river ; as there was l)ut 
too much reason to fear that he would recjuire assist- 
ance. 

We must now take our readers back to the Con- 
■nuence, where it will be remembered how rapidly the 
fever ])rogressed in tVic several vessels, and that it 
was considered to be most expedient to send the 
‘Soudan’ down to the sea with the sick. On the 
evening of the 18th of September, she received thir- 
teen cases of fever from the ‘ Albert,’ and on the fol- 
lowing morning six additional from the ‘ Wilbcrforce,’ 
making together with those of her own crew already 
in the list, upwards of forty cases. The weather was 
intensely hot. 

Before the ‘Soudan’s’ departure. Commander Bird 
Allen came on board to take leave of his former ship- 
mittes, by whom he was imiverally esteemed for his 
many fine qualities. How little was it then thought, 
that in so short a time his loss would be another deep 
caase of regret to the officers of the expedition. 

Soon after noon the ‘ Soudan’ got under weigh, in 
charge of Lieutenant Fishbouruc, to take the sick to 
the coast. Assistant-Surgeon Stirling was sent on 
board to assist Mr. Thpmson in the medical duties. 
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At this time, nearly all the white men, and even 
some of the coloured West-Indians, were laid down 
with fever, leaving only Mr. Sidney and four men 
able Ho move about, and do duty; of this number 
fortunately two were stokers, who had some little 
knowledge of the management of the engines. Every 
place on deck and below was crowded with sick, either 
worn out and exhausted by the contintiance , of “fever, 
or in the more active and excitgd stages. 

In the commander’s small cabin were two officers, 
Lieutenant EUis and Mr. Marshall; in the gun-room 
Lieutenant TIarston and Mr. Waters, clerk-in-charge; 
forward were two engineers in their cabins, and Mr. 
Belam, master, in the small midshipman’s berth ; while 
the foremost compartment and decks were hung over 
witli the cots and hammocks of the sufferers ; the latter 
under proper awnings, but so thickly stowed tbat 
Avlicn administering remedies and food, it was neces- 
sary to pass or step from one over the other. Lieu- 
tenant Fish bourne pushed ^the little steamer onwards, 
and with a curreqj; in her favour, rapidly descejefed 
the river. 

All the fair scenery which on “the upward course 
had been gazed on with so»much pleasure and entliu- 
siasm was now passed unheeded, the pressing wants 
of the sick demanded the every attention and diligence 
of both medical officers. Lieutenant Fishboume’s 
duties requiring him to be constantly and anxiously 
engaged in directing the^course of the vessel. 
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On the 20th an unclouded sky and most sultry 
condition of the atmosphere added to the sick list the 
only remaining executive officer, Sicincy ; a quar- 
ter-master and a marine, who had previously ‘been 
rather indisposed : thus all the executive duty fell on 
Lieutenant Fishbourne. Poor Perrham, a stoker, was 
also suffering, but as he was the only one who could 
safely* keep the engine going, he took medicine and laid 
Himself down near the ^ngine-rooin hatch on deck, from 
which he was raised when his services were impera- 
tively required. The sufferings of the sick altogether 
were much aggravated by the suffocating state of the 
air, and but for the frc(]uent sponging and fanning of 
the most debilitated, the ultimate results would have 
probably been more unfavourable than they were. 

The vomiting was a very distressing symptom, and 
increased by the urgent thirst Mhich induced the suf- 
ferers to drink largely. The most efficacious remedy 
was an occasional small effervescing powder with slight 
excess of alkali or total i^bstinence from fluid for a 
8hoi;t time. 

On the 21 st, the ‘Soudan’ was well down the river, 
and pa.ssing rapidly through the pestifereus delta. 
Tiiomas, a carpenter’s masLe, breathed his last about 
noon, and at night, just as the ‘ Soudan’ had anchored 
at the mouth of the river, Mr. W. li. Marshall, acting- 
surgeon, entered on that hapjiy change for which in 
the time of health he Ifad .so long and earnestly been 
preparing himselh From the first his case had been 



IDEATU OF MR. WATERS. 


23 


a most severe one, attended with almost constant 
irritability of stomach; but he would never be per- 
suaded to coiftinu^ the requisite means, or to abstain 
fron^ di-inking largely of tea, lemdnade, &c., which 
increased it. lu his death the expedition lost an 
active medical officer, and the African a most de- 
voted friend. Ilis rem'ains were interred at Cape 
Nun, not far from where Back the iustrument«maker 
had been buried on the first arrival of the ‘Albert.’ 

Early on the 22ud, the ‘Soudan’ was under steam 
and crossed the bar, where she met the ‘ Dolphin,’ on 
board of which vessel thirty-five of the sick were sent, 
retaining seven who were recovering, and tMo, Mr. 
Watei*s and Lewis Wolfe, who being in a dying state, 
were quite unfit to be removed. Mr. Stirling, assistant- 
surgeon, being unwell, it was considered advisable to 
send him also. 

Linder the circumstances, without officers, engineers, 
or fuel, it would have been impossible for the ‘Soudan’ 
to proceed to Ascension, and most ffirtunate was the 
‘Dolphin’s’ proximity; ttius enabling the sick t(r be 
forwarded at once by her. ThC kindness and atten- 
tion received by them on the passage will always be a 
subject of grateful remembrance. 

In the afteimoon the ‘ Soudan’ ^nade the best of her 
way to Feimando Po. Poor Waters lingered until 
about ten o’clock in* tlic evening, when he expired. 
His case commenced w'ith* bad symptoms on the 
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10th, — a very sultry day, — after having been ex- 
posed for some time in the sun. At first strong 
excitement M'as present, speedily ^/ollo*vcd by de- 
pression of spirits. On the 19 th, he sent for,, the 
chaplains of the ‘ Wilberforce’ and ‘Albert,’ to 
whom he stated his anticipations that his earthly 
career was soon to close ; every endeavour to raise 
his drooping spirit.s.was in vain. After his decease 
THSine rough copies of ver.ses, itc.. Mere discovered, 
strongly illustrative of the interest he took in the 
cause of heathen Africa. II is remains M-ere unavoid- 
ably consigned to the deep on the folloM'ing morning. 
Lieutenant Fishbounie reading the funeral service. 

At all times, this ritual at sea is full of deep 
interest, but now that the excitement con.seijuent on 
the many duties had pa.sscd off, leaving Lit'utenant 
Fishbounie and hi.« comj>anion tire<l and nervous, 
solemn and sad thought.s succceiled wliich the occa.sion 
improved. Such are iudceil, the seasons favourable to 
a train of calm and searching reflection ; Mhen mc 
find our fond imaginings t'o he but vanity, and our 
l/rightest visions as ‘ illu.sory as tl»e passing cloud. 
How gladly do we then turn to embrace the cheering 
promise, that there remain.^ a rest to those mIio seek 
it! but, alas! too ofttu only to forget it at some future 
time, and to trust once more to the anticipated suc- 
cesses of our oM'ii creative fancy.* 

On the 23rd, OhriHt<jj)hcr Bigley, stoker, whose 
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]>ai'tial knowledge of the engine had been so useful 
during the last three days, was added to the sick list, 
being quite* unfit for the IcJist ^luty. Lieutenant 
Fishbourne w'as therefore himself obliged to keep the 
engine working until they reached Clarence Cove, Fer- 
nando Po, w'herc the arrival of the other vessels was 
aAvaited with anxiety. Some of tlie sick improved, 
but Lewis Wolfe, a quiet and well-behaved young mgfl, 
from the ‘Albert,’ breathed , his last on the •27th, 
worn to a shadow by a disease which resisted every 
remedy. He was the first of the Expedition buried 
at h’ernando Po. His remains were laid in the 
hinall^spot appropriated as a burying-place, M-here so 
soon aftenvards Captain Bird Allen, and several other 
biave sj)irits, found a last resting-place. On the 30th, 
Lieutenant Fishbourne was laid down with violent 
fever ; and on the arrival of ‘ Wilberforce,’ was removed 
to that vessel ; Mr. Strange, first Lieutenant, was put 
in temporary command of ‘ Soudan,’ w;ith orders to get 
ready with all [)o.«sible ^Jispatch. That officer had 
fortunately been » proof against^ the effects ofr the 
climate which had prostrated nearly all others. 

As there was no diminution of*the sick list, but on 
tlie contrary, many were •still i^ a very dangerous 
state. Commander Allen was resolved to leave Fer- 
nando Po as soon as possible, — its reputation for un- 
healthiness being second only to the fatal Niger, — and 
to proceed to Ascension, as* the best means under 
Providence of enabling 4he crew of ‘ AWlberforce' to 
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recover their health. For this step he had discre- 
tionary power given him by Captain Trotter. 

The task of prqnariug the ship fvr sea was one of 
no ordinary difficulty, as there were no officers, -and 
few men being able to do duty. The decks Mere so 
encumbered by tlie sick, that there was very little 
room to work. But, in the belief that the pure air 
the wide ocean must have a beneficial efl’cet, every 
exertion was made with a view to try the climate to 
the southward of the equator as early as possible, and 
eventuall}’ to go to A.scen.sion, 

In con.sequence of the death of two pur.sers, surveys 
were to be held on the remains of provisions in the 
‘ W’ilberforce’ and ‘Soudan;’ the holds were to bo 
cleaned out; provisions, water, sails, and running- 
rigging were to be brought on board; besides the very 
laborious work of coaling. 

In the dusk of one evening there was great excite- 
ment anumg all. by the report of a vessel having been 
seen in the offing; and a,« it was said the stranger 
looked like a steamer, all believed, it to be our com- 
panion the ‘ Albert.' ‘ »Soudan’ wa.s therefore ordered 
to^et up steam, and go to assist her to the anchoVage 
if necessary. However, S>u clearing the point of 
Clarence Cove, nothing nas to be seen, and she re- 
turned. No one could tell how the report had ori- 
ginated: but ail were willing to believe what we daily 
expected. 

Thursd(ty,'- Oct<iher 2nd . — ‘One of our stokers tliod 
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to-day. His case Mas the opposite to that of poor 
Mr. Wakeliam ; having been in fact, a very drunken 
character. In the evening. Mi; Harvey, master 
of •the ‘Albert,’ died, after a long and painful 
struggle. He was for the last few days distressed 
by a constant hiccup, . which increased to such an 
extent that his whole frame was most fearfully shaken 
and convidsed by it. Christopher Bigley,* stoker, 

‘ kSoudan,’ was also added to the li.st of dead ; his loss 
was mucli regretted, for he had, poor fellow, exerted 
himself greatly, and had even continued at the engine 
while in a liigh state of fever. Commander W. Allen 
was .very unwell to-day, having been much harassed 
and fatigued by constant exertion. 

Dr. Vogel tlie botanist, and Mr. Koscher the geo- 
logist, who ap}>earcd to be in a degree convalescent, 
tliouglit tlicy would be better on shore. Being un- 
accustomed to the confinement of a ship, it was not 
surprising that they should wish to be on terra firmii. 

The former highly-taltnted gentleman, whose ar- 
dour in pursuit ,of his favourite science was Iftuited 
only by his delicate frame, wjshed very much to 
luive been landed at the model farm when w'e cg.me 
away, though he was atf the time dangerously ill. 
Commander W. Allen succeeded in inducing him to 
leave a place which wotdd have been inevitably fatal to 
him, by assurances that he should be left at Fernando 
Po, where he wovdd find a fiefd for his exertions equally 
rich and new. Remcfbstrances ^ere*now rencM'cd, 
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pointing out the groat risk he would incur by re- 
maining, in his then weak state, in a climate so 
unhealthy as this was known to be^ and we endea- 
voured to show him the advantage of recruiting* his 
strength at Ascension, when he might be able n(»t 
onh' to return to Fernando. Po, but even to make 
another and a more successful voyage up the Niger. 
-411 arguments were, however, unavailing. lie seemed 
to think he had once *bocn inveigled away from his 
proper field of usefulness, and he was determined it 
should not be done again. A hou.se was therefore 
procured for those gentlemen, such arrangements were 
made for their comfort as our limited means ^YOuld 
allow, and also to further their j>roject of ascending the 
mountain, as high as a road had been cut by Colotiel 
Nicolls, about 4<HK> feet almve the sea. Doubtless, if 
they could have accomplished this journey, the cool 
temperature of that altitude wouhl have been of great 
service in roistoring them to health. 

Mr. Miiller, our excellent* chaplain, had been .soli- 
cited •by some of tly.- black .settlers to administer 
baptism to a large numl>er of children, but he very 
much disappointed them, for he found not only 
the neophytc.s but ,the patents utterly ignorant of 
the nature of the religion which they propo.sed so 
conveniently to adopt. Mr. Muller was too conscien- 
tious a Christian to administer the sign of regeneration 
to whole flot^ks of pseudo^Cliristians. 

In the aftt'iaioofi he performed service on board, 
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preaching cniphaticallj on the propriety of showing 
gratitude to the Almighty Preserver for having per- 
mitted us lo ofjpape the great dangers which had 
beset us. 

On the 5th, Mr. Coleman, assistant-surgeon, died. 
He was a most exemplary and consistent Christian ; 
almost his last words were “ I have no fears for the 
future." While he uttered these, his countenance 
assumed a placid cheerfulness ^hat was really affecting. 

The ‘ Ethiope’ mcn-chant-steamer arrived last niglit. 
This small vessel belonged to iMr. Jamieson, a mer- 
chant of Liverpool, who employed her in bringing 
palm-oil from the native depots at the mouths of the 
river^ to his ships, which were stationed at a healthy 
part of Fernando Po. This of course entailed consi- 
derable additional expense, but he was actuated by 
.the benevolent intention of preserving the crews from 
the deadly effects of the swamps, on the banks of the 
rivers where the palm-oil is produced in abundance, 
but where ships arc usually detained so long while it 
is collected by the dilatory native traders, that# it is 
attended with great sacrifice of life. 

The (iommander of the ‘Ethi^pe,’ Mr. Beecroft, a 
fine old veteran of the coai«t, had resided many years 
at Fernando Po, and knew more of this part of Africa 
and the natives than any other European. He had 
already made a trading voyage up the Niger in the 
steamer ‘Quorra,’ belonging* to the first disastrous 
expedition ; and had eiien proceeded about fifty miles 
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beyond Rabba, the farthest point of Liandcr and 
Allen. 

To his ffreat experienec, this {rcTitlenian joined a 
high and generous mind ; and it seemed as if he sras 
a fitting instrument sent by Proridenee to attempt 
the rescue of the ‘Albert’ from the perilous position 
in which she was supposed to be. Accordingly, when 
Commander W. Allen proposed the undertaking, 
Mr. Beecroft at once franklr acceded to it, his cm- 
ploycr, Mr. Jamieson, having given him instructions 
to render any assistance in his power to the Expe- 
dition, 

The vessel was supplied with coal from the Go- 
vernment stores for the purpose. In the mean time 
a complaint was examined into, which Mr. Beecroft 
preferred against his head Kruman, for having struck 
the engineer. 'Phis was easily arranged by the former 
acknowledging his error and begging pardon, after a 
severe lecture ; but it appeared tliat there were fiiults 
on both .sides, — indeed it is very rare that the Kru- 
men exhibit anything like insultordination, so p’cat is 
pruHluje of the white man. 

In this case we were fortunately able tp testify 

t. 

strongly to the good^ charaotcr of the culprit. Grey, as 
he had served in the capacity of head Kruman of the 
‘ Alburkah ’ in the expedition of 1 832-3, when, with 
one exception, he had conducted himself in a most 
exemplary manner. 

A melancholy visit wa.s made to the remain.s of the 
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two vessels, ‘Quorra’ and ‘ Alburkah,' which per- 
formed that unsuccessful and fatal voyage. They 
were lying *on Ae shore in the next cove, called 
Goodrich Bay. As Captain Allen had passed a 



whole year in the Niger on hoard the little ‘ Alhur- 
kah/ it was with some degree of pflinful interest, — 
which a sailor usually feels for a vessel he has long 
served in, — that lie saw the j>ooi*little craft lying high 
and. dry on the shore, in rapid do^ay ; the decks were 
gone, and the iron of the ^hull so corroded that tliere 
were many large holes through the sides. The en- 
gines and boilers were lying scattered about in 
fragments, and ncarlj^ concealed by the tangled vege- 
tation on the beach. The i Quorra’ being of wood 
had been broken up, and people .wer^ burning her 
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timbci*s for the purpose of j(ettin^ the copper bolts, 
to assist in building a schooner which had been a long 
while on the stocks, with but little chance 'of ever being 
finished, as the workmen were verv unwilling to take 
employment. 

October 1th . — The ‘ Ethiope ’ sailed for the mouth 
pf the Niger, with tlic intention of proceeding up tlio 
river uhtil.the • .\lbert’ could be met with. 

On the .9th, the ‘Soudan’ being read v, sailed for 
N.W. Bay, in this island, in order to hire some 
Krumcn, previou.sly to going to the Niger, according to 
Captain Trotter’s directions. 

By the evening the prcparution.s of the * Wilbcr- 
force’ M'cre completed, having been materially for- 
warded by the a.ssistance of the ofticer.s and crew of 
II.M.S.V. ‘Pluto.’ The neces.sity for going to sea was 
very much increased bv the circumstance of the first 
and only remaining engineer Mr. .Tohnston, being at last 
taken ill with fever, owing in a great measure, to his 
constant exertions. Anothjrr strong reason for getting 
awaji from thi.s place was the unfortunate facility 
which the convalescents had in procuring rum of the 
very worst description, winch caused many q relajrse. 
No exhortations could deter them, and we had not 

4 

means to prevent it. 

In conscfiuence of our weak state, there being no 
officers to assist the captain, he thought it necessary 
to take the ‘ Pluto ’ unUer his orders, to accompany 
the ‘ Wilberferce’ <is far as might l>e required. 



CHAPTER 11. 

The * Wilbcrforce* leaves Feirnando Poj— Visits Prince’s Island — 
Madame Ferreira— Island of St. Thomas — A Yankee skipper — 
Jlha das Kolias — Souffleui's — Variety of pij^eons — Wild hoars — 
Negro residents — Their superstitions — Watering place, St. Thomas — 
— M(>nkey jduin-treo — Aimo]»oiie — Governor Tom Joe, his preroga- 
tives — A noisy market afloat — Singular religious procession — Poveiiy 
of (he ifihahitants — Appearanceof the town— Guinea-fowl bhooting — 
Vi.sit to tlic Mountain lake — Gotliic arch of palm trees — Scarcity of 
fuel — h'lying fish— Ascension — Its desolate look — Magnetic obser- 
vations — Proceedings at tliat island — Arrival of Her Majesty’s brig 
‘Buzzard’ — Melancholy information respecting the ‘Albert* — 
Reported murder of Mr. Carr, and attack on the settlers at the 
Model Farm. 


II.M.S. V.jAViLBEiiFOKCE/^October 9tb, at 8 r.ii.,put 
to sea from Fernando Po in a very miserable pli^it, 
truly “ more like a wreck than a mau-of-vrar.” Wo had 
hastily taken on board one Lundre^ tons of coals, — 
being much more than we cc»dd stow in the bunkersr 
Owing to our anxiety to get away, there was not 
time to trim the ship, and she consequently steered so 
badly that until this wiis remedied, it was quite im- 
possible to keep a proper course* We had no officers 
except Commander Wm. Alien, and one engineer lent 
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from the • Pluto,’ assisted by oue of the remaiuin*; 
stokers, who was fortunately able to work the engine ; 
and there were only two seamen and a very few 
marines or idlers, able to do duty. We were, J^hcre- 
fore, foi'tunate in having to navigate a sea wliere bad 
weather is scarcely known. The * Pluto’ was in com- 
pany with us. Mr. Commissioner Cook kindly kept 
Avatch greater part of the first night. 

We had a contrary wind in our voyage toward.s 
Prince’s Island, which wa.s our first stage, but the 
weather was fine. 

October l’2th . — The high land of I’rinee’s Inland 
Avas seen at daylight. In running along the coast we 
were much .struck Avith the beauty and .singularity 
of the bold peak.s, clothetl Arith wood to the Aery 
summit. Among the.se the ‘‘Parrots Bill” is the 
most remarkable, .shooting up like a gigantic crystal 
from the dmise forest. Wo anchoreil in West Bay, 
.surrounde<l by beautiful scenery. ‘ Pluto’ had arrived 
before u.s. 

.The greater part of tlm invalids have already felt 
the benefit of change of air. nevertheless another death 
was added to ourVli.st to-day, — Serjeant Cuthburt.son, 
6f the Royal Marines, — v^io appeared to be recovering, 
suddenly relap.sccr, and expired in the evening. He 
Avas an excellent man, and left a widow and several 
children to de])lorc his los.s. 

We arranged with Madame Ferreira for a supply of 
fiiX'At’Ood, wji^ich %(hc keeps rc^ady cut for the cruisers on 
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tlic coast, at the rate of one hundred billets for a 
dollar. 

This lady, df Portuguese parents, Avas the widow of 
the lyto governor, w'ho was previously judge. With 
the laudable intention of introducing improvements in 
the cultivation and management of her estates, on her 
return to Prince’s from a Visit to Europe, she brought 
witli her a numerous suite of white persons and 'their 
families, among whom fever soon however, made fearfiJ. 
ravages. Two remarkably handsome Spanish bfiys^ 
like tlio finest conceptions of Murillo, had, since theii’ 
airival, lost their hither, mother, a brother and a sister. 
'I’lie hiuropean gardener, his wife and three daughters, 
as wc'll *118 the young daughter of M. Fretus, Madame 
hY-rreira’.> factotum, were lying ill with the fever. The 
latter wo saw l^ iiig on a couch, — a most interesting 
ami picturesque object. 

'f his enlerprisiug lady seemed most anxious to carry 
into effect numerous plans for the benefit of the island, 
and had commenced by erecting mills for sugar, oil, 
and for sawing timber. Abundance of seeds brought 
from Spain flourished among the rocks in the garden 
aroiuKl her house, mingled with l^autiful indigenous 
flowers. All her property in West Bay she was de- 
sirous of selling to the English Government, alleging 
the persecutions of the Governor of the island, who 
had involved her in %nany lawsuits on charges — 
whether just or unjust w'c cftuld not asc.ertaiu — of 
being engaged in the slavg trade. However this may 
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be, the English otlieers belonging to the sijuiuhon have 
ever been received by her with great hosj>itality and 
kindness. 

The climate i.s’anhealthy even for the natives, except 
in December, January, and February, when it is com- 
paratively dry ; thougli at We.st Ihiy it i.s said tlu're is 
no day throughout the j'car without rain. Heavy 
mists sweeping round tlie lofty peaks give addi- 
tional grandeur, and make them .sonietimcs apjwar as 
if overlmiiiring the bav. After eurlini: and olavini; 
about the raviue.s of the mountains, these mists sud- 
denly descend, and deluge the sliores. 

We had tM'o now eases of fever here, lliough slight, 
as have been all those which have occurred since we 
left the Niger. 

14///. — Having taken on board as much wood as 
we could stow — altout two thou.sand billets- -and 
water, wc sailed in the evening in company with 
II. M. steam vessel • I’liito.’ N<»ne of our oflicers were 
as yet sutficiently recovered to do duty. We were in 
such a state that there are few parts of the globe 
where we could ha‘»c ventured to [uit to sea. But 
althougli no bad u^tither was to be aj>prchende(J, w/; 
Imd to encounter a fresh head wind ; so that we made 

r 

l>ut slow jjrogi'ess against it. 

lo///, — Very fine weather: — a delighful contrast 
to the heavy dam[) atmosphere of Frince’.s, which 
may truly be called thy “Matcry gein of the otrean.” 
'Phe sick which had liitluTto been all on deck under 
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awnings were now of necessity put below, as the 
breeze being against us, the latter held so much wind, 
that until they werC furled, we niade but little pro- 
gress. As we drew near the Island of St. Tlunnas, 
tlic wind altered from south-west to the eastward 
of south, with smooth ^fatcr. After dusk the nu- 
merous liglits in the fishermen’s canoes had a. very 
brilliant clFect. We anchored at 8h. 30m. p.m. in four 
fathoms, at the north end of tlfe Island St. Thoina.s, 
in Man -of- War Hay, where the ‘Pluto’ had arrived 
long before ns. 



The shore of the bay is lined with a dense 
forest, principally of cocoa-nut trees and palms, 
from w’hich the natives obtain oil. The first range of 
hills have all the appcarahcc of volcanic hrigin, being 
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truncated cones witli hollows near tlic summits, like 
craters : thej are bare of M’ood, except ip these depres- 
sions and the ravines descendinjr frem them. The sides 
at the other parts arc covered Avitli dry <xrass. Tn the 
back ground i.s the loftj mountain Santa .\nna do 
Chaves, 7,000 feet high. .. Its Inghest itoint i.s a 
remarkable cone, with a smaller one on either hand. 

Wo found a j^retty little river, but its bar could only 
be crossed by boats at high water ; and a.s the bay 
is very shallow, vessels lie at a considerable di.stance, 
which makes wjvtering here a tedious operation. 

Wood was not to be obtained, cxc('pt from a great 
way inland; which was not worth the detentifxn. We 
saw two or three little villages, of j)oor-looking huts, 
but the inlmbitants were hand.some contented-look itig 
negroes. They had apparently plenty of live stock, 
and fruit in abundance. The oranges, however, though 
they looked tine, were generally bitter. 

A very superior-looking man of colour, named 
Emanucic, said that the greater part of the coflee on 
thd island was cxiltiyated by free labour. Half of the 
produce goes to tl^ proprietor and half to the culti- 
yator. His father had five slaves, but when he came 
to the inheritancc^therc tinly remained one, whom he 
sold, to prevent his loss by running away ; and has 
since found free labour to be the best. This informa- 
tion was given almost unasked. 

A schooner which at first had been thought to 
be a slaved, came to the Unchorage, and proved to 
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be an American. The master came on board to hare 
bis clironometer rated, which he confessed he did not 
understand. *ITe was a very amusing person, giving 
the Jiistorj of his life in the geniunc “ Sam Slick” 
style. On the M'liole he spoke in flattering terms of 
liingland, saying, «thc States can stand up against the 
M'orld, all but the Britis*liers, who were a’most too 
strong for them ; and that was the truth, as nigh as lie 
could .sjuMik it.” 

19///. — We sailed this morning from Man-of-War 
Bay in company with the ‘ Pluto.’ 

Several of the sick were now convalescent, and some 
of tlie officers able to do a little duty. 

Nothing could be more beautiful than our little 
voyage close along the eastern sliore of St. Thomas’s 
Island. The town of Santa Anna do Chaves at a 
distance liad a pretty appearance. Tlie shores to the 
southward of this afforded every variety of scenery, 
waterfalls, liills, craggy ]>rccipices, pasturage, and rich 
woods. Tlic little rocky ^island of feanta Anna is 
composed of basaltic columns, almost vertical ; ayd a 
corresponding formation is seen on the adjacent shore 
of the larger island. Anchored v / the afternoon near 
the llhas das Hollas to ci*t wood. Though we wefc 
close in shore, and protected from the prevalent winds, 
the heavy swell, which nothing could keep off*, caused 
the vessel to roll abouif exceedingly. 

October — Very heavy ’rain both yesterday and 
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to-daj suspended all operations, and has produced 
some new cases of slight fever, Waddington, tlie best 
man in the ship, who though in constant*^ exertion and 
exposure, had escaped while in the river, had a dcQided 
attack; but the others were all doing well. Under 
these circumstances, as the cnginecrS'Woxdd be able to 
go to their dutj soon, and having two extra men who 
were able to work the engine, it was considered 

advisable to detain the ‘ Uluto’ no longer from her 

«• 

cruising-ground. Lieutenant IMount was therefore 
directed bv Commander W. Allen to resume his station. 
Lieutenant Fishbounie, an<l Mr. Lowden, the secretary 
to tlie commissioners, being both <|nitc restored to 
health, were sent to rejoin the ‘Albert’ by the •}*hito;' 
as should they succeed falling in with their ship 
on coming down the river, Captain Trotter would find 
their services very opportune. 

Ilie ‘ Pluto’ sailed at four r,M., and when passing 
round otir Itows, gave us three cheers, which oxir 
crew could ouly 'feebly rcs])ond to. A .set of ob.serva- 
tions on dip and intensity were obtained, which were 
the more important ak Commander Allen ob.servcd on 
the same spot at tl\ end of 1 833 . There ,are *0180 
other rea.son.s for this bcin ;4 an interesting locality for 
magnetic ob.servatiohs. 

This lovely little island, about a mile square, i.s 
composed of ba.salt or lava, lilie west end .shows it 
mo.st di.stinctly in high ravernoxis clijf's, fringed with 
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festoons of pendant plants. The surf dashes high, 
and over them, and is sent bellowing back from the 
caverns in spray oj ever changeful forms. There are 
also#on tliis side some “ soufllcurs” or blowers, caused 
l>y the formation of long passages in the dislocated 
and loosened lava, through which the sea is forced 
when tlie weatlicr is tempestuous, and the rollers strong^ 
— making an exit at little holes eighty or ninety feet 
from the entrance, in high shoyery jets, on wliich the 
Mnihcains produce the most brilliant and varied C(»lours. 
The prevailing (S. W.) direction of the wind at this 
part very much influences the vegetation. Instead of 
the graceful cocoa-nut, which lines the northern shore, 
and strews its milky fruit in such fibundancc, the 
Pauf/unw ap])ears the predominant tree a little way 
back ; while the surface of the immediate cliff is 
covered w ith low vegetation of brilliant green, which 
looks like a gentleman’s trimly kept lawn.* Boat- 
swain birds in great numlxtrs were wheebng about 
among the spray. Thetjp •''re two little hills on 
the island : one from a distance rises like the trun- 
cated cone of an e.vtinct volcano, the crater occupied 
by beautiful trees, near w'hich we ^hot a gi’eat uuinber 
of wild pigeons, among tha*u were the large Colion%a 
trhjonvjem, the head and breast plumbaccous, wings 
and throat vinaceou.s, with numerous triangular white 
spots, from which it*i*cceives its name; the Turtur 
or rufous winged* turtle dove ; the Turtnr 
fif'mitoiu/uahi.'t. oi* half •collared dove ;• the prettily 
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marked Treron crassirosf ri.% or thick-billed pigeon, since 
figured by Mr. Frazer; the large grey-headed bush shrike, 
Malaconotiis ol'miceus, iu its gi'cy, yellow, and olive 
plumage; the orange-breasted bush shrike, Malvco- 
nofus chrysofimter the walking droiigo, Mrhmima 
edaloides, in sober black ; but the most important are 
the wild pojdtrv, whhdi arc now beginning to abound, 
and have already somewhat changed in ajipourance 
and cry. The natives state that they arc the j)roduce 
of some stock which escaped from a vessel n recked on 
the island many j'cars ago. Tho.^c wo saw were ex- 
tremely wild, and flew from tree to tree, uttering a cry 
quite different to that of the domestic fowl. In tlie lojig 
reedy grass which skirts the western shore, v ihl pigs 
are found, one of which wo shot v ith the assistance of 
a Negro. It was a line boar, in excellcTd condition, 
and had long twisted tusks, capable of in(li»*ting a severe 
wound, which the native.s said occasionally happened 
in hunting them. The.sc animals were stated to have 
come on the island in the same way and time as the 
fowls but the nuale of .subsistence has likcwi.se very 
much changed their cluiracteri.stics. 

The northern shore has .several little sandy Imys. 
wliere shells of great bcayty and variety are thrown 
up ; unfortunately lor our collections they were all 
dead and therefore uscles.s, but proved that there 
must be an abundance in the vi«inity. 

This picture.squc island is not a good wood- 
ing place, as the hard-wooitl tree.s are fe«. and 
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at some distance from the beach ; besides which, 
tliere is no water ; even the few natives who 

settle liere duriiy: the fishing season, cannot find 
cnotigh for tlicir wants in tlie small quantity of ram 
which i.s left in the rocky caritic.s, but have to 

substitute the milky juice of the p’cen cocoa-nut, 
or palm wine, — so jilcntiful and easily procured, 
'fhc}^ come over from St, Thoma.s’s Island, and 
make a jirccarious sub.si.stenfc by catching turtle 
and fish ; the latter arc salted and dried in the sun. 
One sort of rock coil, of a fine red colour, is well 
flavoured, and very abundant. Although brought up 
in the Roman Catholic religion, the negroes we saw 
wore *as full of faith in grigri.s or channs, as their less 
educated brethren on the mainland. In several 

])laces Ave noticed little rude objects of clay or Avood 

fa.stened to sticks, near Avhieh Avere placed small cala- 
bashes of palm Avinc, and bits of lish or yam ; and in 
passing one in a very secluded spot in the Avoods, the 
native Avho accomjianici^ us, put fiis finger to his 
mouth in token of silence, and drew us slowly Jo one 
side, pointing reverentially to it as an object of 
religious interest. 

On the 23rd we Aveij^ed, and stood over tb a 
beautiful inlet in St. Thomas’, just opposite to Rollas, 
AA’hich had been previously examined in a boat. Here 
wo purposed watering. This little gulf is surrounded 
on three sides by steep and* richly-covered hills ; and 
although the llha das Uollas lying across the entrance 
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protects it from southerly winds, it cannot arrest 
the swell which rolls on to the very bottom of 
the gulf, and lashes with ceaseless fury the rocks all 
around it. There are three streams at the head ofthe 
inlet, one of which seemed to be large, as there was 
an uninterrupted view some distance u]> it ; though as 
the whole shore was lined l>y surf, we did not 
attempt to land nor to enter Avith the boat. In a 
little recess in the rocks, overshadowed by cocoa-nuts, 
and a great variety of other trees, a beautiful little 
rill was perceived tumbling over the rocks, where there 
is fortunatelv less .surf, and boats can e.'isilv fill their 



ca.sks by leading a ho.se from the ‘shore. TJiis place is 
WHi'ked Uy a rock covcred'with bright green vegetation. 
The view from ,it is one of the jnost beautiful wc have 


MONKEY PLUM-TKEE. 


45 


seen. The inlet is iierfectly land-loeked, and would 
hold a navy. 

“ Sly nooks ami solitary bays. 

And coves wherein when peering stiHys 

1 'he dwindled ship, her sails drop dead 

111 sudden culm and darkness shed. 

i’^roin red clifls sulphur-stained with lichens hoar, 

Whose niany-curiiored*frt>nts above her frowning roar.” 

This ]iart of the island is mcII wooded, but does 
not present niueli dense uiitk'rwood. One of the 
trees, api)arently a spondia, was covered with a yel- 
low oblouii fruit, bavin^f an aeid and somcAvhat rcsin- 
ou.s llavour ; the natives said it was tlie inonkoy’s 
plum-tree ; and as if to couiirm the statement, some 
Ilf these active little pco])lc made their a[>pcarance in 
the branches, but not near enough to be shot. They 
wore of a dark brou n colour, with a good deal of white 
aljout the U]tj)er })art of the face. Although they 
allowed the unarmed natives to ai>])roach somcMhat 
close, they kept playing with us at hide-aud-scck, xiutil 
we left them in despair. ^Vild j)igeons and doves arc 
so abundant, that in the evening, at which time, they 
move about to procure food, mc brought them down as 
fast* as we could load and lire ;• and not onlv were 
they fine in j>luniage, but useful for the sick, some* of 
whom were convalescing and quite ready for a little 
additional fresh food. Having obtained sufficient 
Mater and fuel for i>rcsent use, m’c made the circuit 
of the island, to try the strength of the engineers, 
before ret uniiug to our Jbrmcr anchorage, to spend a 
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quiet Sunday ; but the rollers would not suffer us to 
be quite at rest. Heavy torrents of rain made us 
anxious to pot away, especially as this did not jirove 
to be so good a haUing-jilacc for the sick to recover as 
had been anticijiated. Though most of our now cases 
were of a slight nature, one had taken a turn for the 
worse, and was in great danger. 

October loth . — Took the vessel over again to the 
inlet to complete the^ water. ‘Wo filled the tanks 
very easily in the afternoon, ly leading a hose from 
the little stream to the boats, a.s tlie uncea.sing swell 
rendered it difllcidt for the men to carr\ the baricocs 
backwards and forwards, and it was neiressary for the 
safety of the boat to have her lying at a little di.s- 
tance. The ‘ AVilborforce’ was anehoretl very close to 
the rocks in five fathoms, the trips were therefore 
made (piickly. notwithstanding the torrents of rain 
which fell. 'lliis however, did not suspend the 
exertions of the Kruinen, who work cheerfully in either 
sun or rain. As the nciirhbouring beach at Hollas is 
covered with broken shells in great variety, we tried 
whether anything coufd be brought u|> from the bot- 
tom by means of theJtrawl; but after seeking jn ewery 
direction, we only succeeded in bringing up one shell, 
— a murex, and soihc pieces of coral, which the iron 
dredge broke off the bottom, dragging with them also 
bits of tufa, the habitations of small mollusca. 

October 26 M. — Cloudy morning, weighed at day- 
light, and stopd back to llolJa.s, where, as it is pro- 
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bable the ‘ Albert’ will touch here, a letter was left 
for Captain Trotter, advising him of our proceedings, 
and poiutinjf out where wood and M ater were to be 
obtained. To ensure its delivery, jftid as a return for 
his civility, mc gave the head man of the little fishinjr 
estalilisliment a trifling present. The settlement only 
contained four per.son.s, Vho have about equal pre- 
tensions to the title of lawful chief, but they cordially 
united in thanking us for this unexpected piece of 
generosity. 

'J'ouk our dejiarturc from the little isle of Hollas. 
Mhore we had .spent a week very })leasantly and j)ro- 
litably. .Mthough there M'ere some rcla])sc.s, and even 
new ca.scs, there M asa decided improvement in thegeneral 
state ol' our sick. 'I'he suj)criority of the climate south 
of the E<]uator, m’us A’ery appai’cut as m'c adA’anced; 
some have even said that the sick feel the benefit 
immediately on crossing the Line. This appears 
})aradoxical, but from Avhatevcr cause, the improA’e- 
jnent Avas palpable Avith us. The Atind being strong 
again.st us, avc made but sfoAv progress. 

October 27ih . — Saw the land of xVnnobone at 
davlight, but <.lid not reach thy* anchorage till the 
afternoon, as in addition^ to the obstacle of a h«ad 
Avind, the Avood avc had })rocured at Hollas Avas so wot, 
that it Avas Avith diflicAdty the steam could be kept up. 

On nearing the island Ave observed the town in a state 
of great commotion ; a few canoes cautiously pushed oft’ 
from the beach, and one man, avIio called him.self tlic 
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Governor’s mate, ventured on board, to ascertain if we 
were English or Spaniards. He was very anxious to 
possess himself of the Captain’s name, aiM that of the 
vessel — as they 6j)eak a little English — and cauglit^the 
sounds with great facility, but converted ‘ AVilbcrforce’ 
into William-first, having been familiar with the name 
of His late Majest}' ; and these simple i.slandcrs pride 
themselves in owning no allegiance, but a voluntary 
one to the Britisli J^overeign. 

The Governo7'’s Ataie having satistied himself, 
waved hi.s hat towards the shore, to signify that all n as 
right, when in a few minutes crowds of men, women, 
and children, were .seen nishing to the beach, numerous 
canoc.s were pushed off from three points, and' in a 
very few more we were surroumled by about si.\ty. 
containing from one to four men each, laden witli goats, 
pigs, fowls, bananas, phintain.s, cassada, sweet ]»otatoe.s, 
pines, tamarinds, but very few yam.s. The Governor 
himself came off, clad — as M'ere most of the natives, 
fortunate enough to po.ssess them — in portioms of 
European dress. He was distinguished from the com- 
monalty by a floM'iug ♦;carlet robe. 

We were absolutely stunned by vociferations from 
nearly tw'o hundred liunmn throats, in addition 
to the bleating, squeaking, and cackling, of the 
more numerous specimens of inferior grades in the 
scale of creation. This nltra-ljabel atnpito seemed 
to bid defiance to any moderately civilized car in 
attempting to_ distinguish the one from the other. 
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The only thing that could be surmised that the 
humam were calling our attention to the admirable 

qualities of pork and mutton in their quadruped com- 

® • # « 

paniqps, while the latter were disclauniug any ambi- 
tion for such nattering distinction. A more disin- 
terested motive, however, actuated our congeners, and 
when something like silcnc*e was obtained by Governor 
I’om Joe, — who constituted himself the “ mouth” of his 
200 countryman, — and seemed ^desirous of concen- 
trating the combined power of tlieir lungs in hi.s own 
tlu'oat ; — we found that solicitude for our safety had 
excited this clamour; for Governor Tom Joe, ad- 
vancing close to the Captain’s ear, screamed out at the 
to]> of liis voice, “ Capimn, Cappen, no put anclioi', 
plenty lock (rocks), break ship, break ship.” He 
('xpi-esHcd the utmo.st a.stouishnicnt and hoiTor at our 
having anchored in so little as four IVithoms, not being 
a ware of our draft of water. 

'riie Governor was not slow in hinting that a dash or 
present, as a substitute for pqrt dues, would be accept- 
able, and even necessary ; he showed evidently by his 
demands, that he has been spoiled* bv former visitors. 
An officer’s^ old coat was given him, and more promised 
if he Avould assist in getting la; wood, of which he said* 
there was “ plenty store,” although the arid appear- 
ance of the neighbourhood of the town did not 
hold out su<;h hopes. •T'he mountain, it is true, 
wa.s clothed with wood, but the labour of getting it 
M'ould l>e too much for qur people, and the natives 

VoIj II. K 
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could har<Hy bo induced to make so great an 
exertion. 

October 2Sfb . — We landed in the morning to pitch 
the tent for mairnctic observations. As there are two 
principal streams of lava terminating on tlie beach, an 
intermediate spot was chosen, where the sand ap- 
peared to be ill tlie greatest mass. Search was also 
made for the wood tliat the (governor said was plen- 
tiful ; it was soon found that his “plenty store*” con- 
sisted in the “ribs and trucks” of a small Spanish 
vessel that had been wrecked here, and from what we 
could understand, must have been a slaver, which 
made the good people .so solicitous to prevent our too 
near approach. We might have e.\claim(*d of Nep- 
tune, as the owls did of the caliph and the ruined 
village.s, as it seonrs mo shall be able to dran* an ample 
supply from her timbers, <hough all of fir and some- 
M'hat soilden bv being below high-Mater mark. The 
wreck occurr<-d during the of the late Governor 

Job, M’ho M'a.s* present to, lay claim to remuneration as 
lord of the manor. But it M*as evident that the 
Governor de y«c/oVould have the “lion’s share.” 

The native ven Jers ha<l an excellent mode of regu- 
'lating precedence among themselves, I'he first comer 
begged for the end of a long and .strong roj>e from 
the ship : this he pas.sed through a hole in the bow of 
his canoe, and then handed it to the next, and so on, 
to any number, limited only by the length and 
strength ot the rope. Thesy were thus obliged to keep 
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their places without quarrelling, except with the 
unfortunates w-ho had not arrived in time to get a 
berth, and who w'ore hovering about, trying to thrust 
the bpw of their canoes in any opening, to participate 
in the market. As usual, hoTvever, in all well-regu- 
lated commtniities, those w’ho were in, contrived to 
keep all others, ouf. 

The clamotir and hubbub of this multitude was 
(piitc distracting; shouting out in ^11 directions, ‘'Anno 
Bon man — he good man — he no rogue man — dash 
(give) him coat, he sell you cocoa-nut.” “All'n, All'n, 
sec here fish! look! goat, pig,” &c., not thinking the 
title of cajdain a necessary adjunct. They grew more 
vehemently noisy as the pros])Cct of making a good 
harvest of rofjfs became more gloomy ; our men not 
being posscs.sed of many disposable old clothes ; and 
it was also contrary to the discipline of a vessel of war 
to sell them. An easy method was adopted, which 
soon relieved us from the intolerable nuisance of a 
market alongside, and enal^ed us to procure a good 
sujqdy at a reasonable price. One of the petty offioers 
was sent on shore with a quantity’of goods which the 
purser had, in charge for such occasions of barter, and 
by this means the ship’s company were victualled wutlf 
fresh provisions, vegetables, and fruit, at a cost of 
little more than 1/. per diem, and a great deal was 
procured for sea-stock. • 

Attempts were made to draw the seine, but without 
success, though the beaclwia good and fish abundant. 

I'j 
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This was, however, the less important, as the natives 
brought off considerable quantities ; and, with a few’ odds 
and ends of finerv, sufficient was obtained each day for 
the convalescents, of flying-fish, rock-cod, and the deli- 
cious king-fish. An enormous fish, shaped like a ray, 
was seen near the ship, but it was gone before the 
harpoon could be u.sed. 

October 30t //. — Fine cool morning. We took ad- 
vantage of it after .brejtkfast to go along the eastern 
coast in a boat in search of a watering-place, 'fwo 
beautiful valleys were passed winch must have their 
little stream.s. though concealed by a Ited of large 
shingles thrown uj) by the .sea ; Imt the surf was too 
great to allow us to land and examine tliem. This 
side of the island i.s .singularly ))icture.s(jn(‘. 'I’he ro(tks 
in bold forms, and finely tinted with lichens, itc.. 
were seen intersected bv manv ba.sallic dvkes in 
various <lircction.s. A large cavern under an extra- 
ordinary ])c.ik is the favourite resort of myria<ls of 
beautiful sea-birds, with«dark plumage and a snowy 
crawn. They build their nest.-- against the rock. 

It was fortunate we had been able to reach so good 
a place, where we might loiter for thp recovery 
of health. It was indued absolutely neeessarv for 
all, — and especially the engineers, — to regain their 
strength before we .started on a long voyage to Ascen- 
sion. It was hoped that aK our serious cases had 
terminated favourably, but tine jioor young man, 
William AWford, who had many relnpsc.s, after lingering 
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several days, died this morning ; the others, however, 
required but w;st, and a little prudence in the use of 
their returning strength and appetite. Although we 
made considerable advance in getting the ship in 
order, we Mx-re obliged to use much caution, as several 
men, even with gentle .work and slight exertion, 
had become ill again, though it was principally ague, 
to which all wdio had the remittent fever were 
subject. 

Siindai/, October Z'ist . — While we were at divine 
service an American barque stood in towards the 
road.s, but took no further notice of us than to show 
lier colours. A fenv of the convalescent were allowxd 
to go on shore for a little exercise ; but some of them 
pro^'od uuw'ortliy of the indulgence by staying all 
night, at the imminent risk of relapse, as they got 
th-unk upon palm wine ; which, though a very whole- 
some beverage when fresh, is pernicious when it has 
begun to ferment. With all the care .that could be 
taken, it was inqiossible to ^>rcvent the natives from 
bringing it under the bow's at niglii for sale. 

We witnessed part of a funeral ceremony for a 
woman whb had died the evening before; though being 
engaged with magnetic observations •we lost the begin- 
ning. All the people were found assembled in a semi- 
circle at the front of a house, singing, or rather screech- 
ing, most liideously. A man in the middle poised 
a cross at least twenty feet high, which was rather a 
difficult performance, for, being as thin as a lath, it 
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required the greatest dexterity to prevent it from 
Lending, which would have inevitably caused it to full. 
He M'as surrounded by a circle of old women, selected, 
one would imagine, for their extreme ugliness, with 
long cloths over their heads, fastened under the chin, 
and hanging down their backs. Over these they wore 
large wreaths of green leaves, and they waved branches 
in their hands as they shuffled about, to the sound of 
drums and their own 'discordant voices. Nevertheless, 
they looked very picturesque, and if it had not been 
for the cross, — ^which was apparently the object of their 
adoration, — the ceremony might have been taken for 
the remains of some Pagan rites established b}' Ilanno 
the Carthaginian, ?/hc ever touched here, whereof his 
Periplus leaves no record: it bore, however, evident 
marks of being a mixture of Fetichism with Christi- 
anity. When the singers had come to the end of their 
dismal strophes the cross-bearer let fall the symbol of 
our faith into tlie hands of several men standing ready 
to receive it. The wreath's and garlands w'crc all col- 
lected, and deposited in the church. The drummers, 
five in number, then led the j)roccssion to the defunct’s 
house, which every person made it a duty to visit. 


We complied with the custom by accompanying the 
Governor, Tom Joe. Tlic house was in very neat 
order, but not much lumbered w'ith furniture, cither 
useful or usedess. A woman stood inside to receive 
the visitors. This was the only religious ceremony wo 
W'itncssed, tliough it could be seen from the vessel that 
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tliey Lad vespers regularly, at ’wliicL they carried 
torches. Tlic Padre begged very Lard for caudles for 
tlie service of the a^tar. The church is about one hun- 
drc(>fcet long. In a sort of Lady Cliapel, or sacristy, 
at tlie end, behind tlie high altar, the priest keeps his 
books and vestments, which arc neithcj' voluminous nor 
• Tn addition to the high altar, ou which were some 
, >ed wooden candlesticks, formerly gilded, and a 
1 !j.l 'i"-uro of the Virgin, there i); a small altar on each 
'J ]io edifice is built of wood and shingle, with 
t'l aiiiral earth for a pavement, and differs but little, 
e .'!!t in size, from tlie dwelling-houses. A building 
nu^rc pretension formerly stood in its vicinity, 
vliicii was built by white men for the residence of 
bic [uiests. The only vestiges now . remaining arc 
■: o sfjuarod stone door-posts, which are still erect, 
and would lead to the supposition that they formed 
the adit to a respectable dwelling, of which, indeed, 
the foundations may be traced. Our informant, the 
]>re:sont primate, took a mownful pleasure in describing 
the former splendour and extent of the high priest’s 
cook-house, hen-house, and piggei^\ The period of 
this prosperity was, hoM-ever, so n’cmotc that an old 
man told us it Mas before liis fathers time. Tradition 
said that a M’hite priest, Mith a long white beard, had 
stayed M ith the islanders about four moons. He then 
M cnt to Lisbon, and after a long interval another came, 
M'ho, like his predecessor, remained but four moons. 
Since then the jioor people have been constantly look- 
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iiig in vain for spiritual guides. They arc left to a 
native Padre, who cannot be supposed to l.>e well 
ac(iuaintod with the truths of Ohri!jtianity, even as left 
hy the short tuition of their first pastors ; it is not 
surprising therefore, that these simple jieoplc have not 
preserved the religion, thus impeifectly tauglit them, 
free from the usages of their pagan ancestors. 

The church is dedicated to the Virgin, and there 
arc man}'' chapels in tyfferent parts of the island con- 
secrated to saints. Through the main street is a lino 
of crosses. The fairest field is here ojicii to the Pro- 
testant missionary, wlio would find, instead of the 
hatred and contempt which is widely spre?}d hy 
Mahomedans in Africa, a predisposition at least, and 
a veneration for the principal dogmas of his own 
belief. A judicious teacher would have no difficulty 
in leading the half Christianized natives to the more 
simple worship of the Protestant fiiith ; while he 
might prove his desire of befriending them by attend- 
ing to their temporal wants, and introducing improve- 
ments on customs, to which they arc wedded by long 
use, instead of endeavouring to bring about sudden 
revolutions in their method of seeing and doing things. 
Kbr instance — a very gi’tat blessing might be con- 
ferred on the inhabitants of the tOMm, by shewing 
them hoM% with a very little trouble, they might procure 
abundance of water all the ycal round, instead of hav- 
ing to send for it to the lake, which is situated about 
800 feet abavc them, and to which the road is so 
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steep, that this most iieccssary article in domestic 
economy is oyly brought donn in small (juantities by 
children, who takc^as many cocoa-nuts full of it as 
they can carry in a basket on the head. 

The government appears to be an oligarchy, vested 
— as far as we could loam, from the very imperfect 
English which is spoken — in five persons, who, by 
turns, “ take a spell,” as they call it, in the berth of 
Governor. The tenure of ofliue is not for life. — nor 
for any term of years, — nor at the will or pleasure of 
any despot, whether regal or the sovereign people, — it 
is not in fact, regulated on any known cycle or prin- 
ciple, , usually adopted in other communities. Hut it 
is jierhaps the most fluctuating and uncertain method 
tliat could be devised, though founded on the recur- 
iciice of an event which all most anxiously looked for, 
— namely, the arrival of ships. To record these w^ould 
be a compendium of their history, chi’onology, physi- 
(;al and moral phenomena, — the end and object of all 
their prayers and religioustaspirations. 

They think that the greatest good that God can 
confer on them, is to send ships, Trgm which alone they 
can hoi)e for aU their supplies, Intving nothing within 
themselves except the natural productions of tlie 
island — the live stock, — which, like themselves, increase 
and midtiply by the general law of nature, without 
any care being taken Co improve such resources. This 
total dependence on the liberality of ships they do 
not fail to put before you in the stroagest terms in 
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tl)0 catalogue of tbeir wants. Thus the chief magis- 
trate holds office during the period of the arrival of 
ten ships. lie is attended bj his jpiatc, his boatswain, 
and his steAvard, wlio all participate in the advantages 
accruing from such events, and they hold their situa- 
tions on the same terms as their patron. But whether 
they have any other privilege or jurisdiction, it was 
impossible to learn with certainty. The ex-Governor is 
called Job, that is, “ finished,” according to their ex- 
planation. The Governor Job of our epoch lost his 
office in consequence of the wreck of a ship. But 
whether that was his tenth arrival, or whether it Avas 
looked upon as an untoward event, or more likely as 
being equivalent to several arrivals, wo could not 
learn. It is hoAvever A'ery difficult to obtain any 
information, as they speak Euglisli perliaps more im- 
perfectly than any who have cfiual intercourse ; and 
though they appear to use the Poi’lnguest; language 
with more fluency, it is most likely a patois mixed up 
of Portuguese and the language or languages of their 
ancestors, as they Avere doubtless slaves of various 
nations placed liexc by the Portuguese. AVe could 
not learn that more tiian one dialect was spoken in the 
island ; all the answers obcained referred to the same 
object — namely, their poverty, which Avas an explana- 
tion for ev'crything, and a reason for not satisfying 
our curiosity on any other subject. They always re- 
verted to the palpable truism, “ Annobon poor fclloAv, 
no have sliirtf no have trouwsa.” 
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The town is straggling, formed in irregular streets 
or lanes of detached huts, without gardens or en- 
closures of any kind. The prineijjal one, however, 
is tolerably straight, and leads through the town 
to the church, having crosses planted at intervals. 
Judging from the numbe^ of men who came alongside 
in the canoes, and who comprised probably tw'o-thirds 
of the males, it may contain about three thousand 
inhabitants. There arc also tillages at Santa Cruz, 
in the valleys of St. John and St. Peter, and at 
the other ])arts of the island ; these are but few, 
small, and perhaps only occasional residences, as we 
uiuh^ustood that nearly all the inhabitants of the 
island have houses at the metropolis, to which they 
resort on the arrival of a ship, so that we saw 
the majority of the population of the island assem- 
bled to reap the benefit of our airival. Our friend. 
Governor “Tom Joe,” claims superiority over all. 
'J’hey admitted that slave-vessels ha^d often touched 
there for supply of fresljP provisions, and that their 
visits were very lucrative ; but latterly, some of'lhcir 
countrymen had been forcibly ca»ried off while trad- 
ing alongside, and they now' feared to have any 
communication with w'retMics, a^Iio respect no law 
human or divine, Avhere their vile interests are con- 
cerned. As a means of protecting themselves against 
any future attempt, tfie natives were anxious to pur- 
chase fire-arms, as well as powder and shot. The 
few who possess muskbts arc very foifd of shooting 
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guinea-fowl, of which they procure great uumbors; 
taking care to watch for them late in -the evening 
at early dawn, when they are congregated in flocks 
on the trees, and when one shot will perhaps 
secure three or more birds. 

To an English sportsman, guinea-fowl shooting is full 
of amusement; the only drawback is the heat of the cli- 
mate; but even at Aiinobon W’C enjoyed it very much. 
As soon as the sun has fairly lisen above the hori- 
zon, the birds, which liad previously been perching in 
the w'oods, come out into tlic long grass to enjoy tlie 
subdued heat, and obtain insects. They arc generally 
in coveys of from six to twelve, and until the after- 
noon, lie very close, so that it is often possible to get 
within a tolerable distance of them. On first risinjr, 
they get up with a whirr, louder that that of bhick- 
t:ock, so startling as almost to unnerve the sportsman 
in taking aim ; but if successful, how pleased is he 
to sec one, perhaps two or three of these noble birds 
fall, the gray and spotted' feathers floating lightly 
in thn air. The plumage is richer, and the birds 
themselves larger, than the domesticated guinea-fowl ; 
and certainly the flatour of those we shot at Anno- 
bon far exceeded all Engl^^sh game. Several of our 
invalids who were so weak, that tliey could scarce 
touch food, declared that the very odour of the roast 
guinea-fowl acted as a tonic, and restored the ap- 
I>etitc. 

November 4:lh , — We made uj) a party and landed 
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at daylight for the purpose of having a little excursion 
to the lake on the summit of the island. The path 
was at first tolerably good. Several chapels wore 
parcel, in one of which we took slid ter from a shower 
finding it most conveniently open ; indeed it seemed 
to be more used as a half-way house than as a 
place of worship. A lafge party of natives who were 
going to fetch palm-wine from the mountain, or water 
from the lake, also took advantage of it, but more 
probably from a desire to see us, and obtain some 
little gift than from fear of the rain. 

Towards the upper part of the hill, we passed 

several enclosures of cassada, cotton, sugar-cane, S:c., 

neatlv fenced off. After rather more than an hour's 
•/ 

walk, wc arrived at the beautiful little circular lake, 
situated about 737 feet above tlie level of the sea, 
according to Commander Allen’s measurement with 
(he mountain barometer, w'hich was, however, but an 
aiijiroxi Illation. This has evidently been the crater 
of an extinct volcano. is surrouilded on all sides 
by a high ridge, except where it declines towards the 
north, marking the point of exit ©f the streams of lava 
which flowed towards the sea (|jiring the activity of 
the ancient volcano, and ■jd^crc now the Avater which 
lias occupied its place overflows *111 the rainy season. 
The lake was now at its lowest, so that no water 
passed over, and the inhabitants of the town, who 
have no other supply, were obliged to send uj) for it 
every morning. We saw a picturesque ^roup of boys 
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and girls, filling their cocoa-nuts, enjoying the luxury 
of a long draught, and washing themselves at the 
same time. Wc preferred going a few yards further 
olf to slake our thirst in the cool water, A bold peak 
of trachyte, “Pico niassa fina,” rises on the opposite 
side to GOO feet above the lake, and 1337 above the 
sea, as vfo afterwards ascercained by going up the 
ridge till the peak was brought on witli the horizontal 
line, as wo did not attempt its steep and dang('rous 
ascent. It has three crosses erected on the summit. 

The walk round the lake is highly romantic and 
picturesque. A steep path brought us to the ridge on 
the south-east side, which commands an almost bound- 
less horizon from north-west to south-east, a beautiful 
view over the lake on one hand, and on tlie otlier 
wc looked doum on tlic vale of St, John and its little 
bay, where the ‘ Wilberforce’ had just arrived to com- 
plete her water. While wc looked down on her wc 
could not see the men on the decks, and nothing that 
could form a standard by which any person not ac- 
quainted with her dimensions could form an estimate 
of them, so much was our little siiii> reduced by dis- 
tance and the density of the medium through which 
she was seen slowly, almost imperceptibly, slipping 
over the blue surface of the clement on w'hich she 
floated to her anchorage. 

The boundary of sky and water was hardly dis- 
distinguishablo ; many clouds far below us appeared 
to be floating^ on the water. On the other side rose 
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the highest mountainous ridges of the island, more 
than a tliousand feet above us, covered with beautiful 
wood. Wo tried to reach the loftiest part of the 
ridge siuTounding the lake, to thfl great dismay of 
Governor “Tom Joe," who declared that nobody could 
]>ass that Ava)'; it was very narrow, and steep on both 
sides. We saw some Avtld pigeons in the Avoods, but 
they Avould not come near enough to bo shot. 

After a good breakfast under the shade of a huge 
fantastic rock we descended to the vale of St. John, 
over ground Avhich is capable of cultiA'ation, being 
naturally clear for a considerable e.xtent, and Avith 
apparently good soil. Tlie natiA'es have a foAv plan- 
tations of cassada lower doAvn. Wo saw farm- 
houses scattered about, and a neat little white-AViished 
chapel. 

At our last resting place, in the loAver part of the 
vallc}, Ave enjoyed a deliciously cool rill, under the 
shade of ]>alm- trees; the arching and intersecting ribs 
of Avhich formed a more jxact representation of the 
gothic arch than any of the typos that have^becn 
imagined by architects to be ‘tho original of that 
graceful style. Nothing could lj,e more perfect than 
what we then had before gs. Vistas in all directions 
might be compared to the long* aisle or nave of a 
cathedral; and though the aauIIoav or other trees in 
the cold climates, Avliope this style of architecture pre- 
dominates, may really have giA^en the first idea of it, 
the regular course of the stout rib in. the immense 
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leares of the pitlmrtarofe-^ various intersections 
arches of the nibist perfect symmetry. 



There is a little stream in tlie bottom of tlic valley 
which perhaps would give sufficient power for saw- 
mills. We however could not make it available for 
supplying us with water, as the surf was too great for 
the Imats to approach near enough. 

We returned to the ‘ Wilbcrforco’ in the afternoon, 
very much delighted with our little excursion over the 
mountain ; and although we had the full power of the 
sun in descending the valley, the heat was not op- 
pressive. 

November 50l, — I'he vessel was moved to the next 
bay, called St. Peter’s, where the boats were able to 
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lie close to the beach, and by leading a hose from the 
little rivulet, ,the water was easily pumped into the 
barricoes without lapding them. 

This bay is subject to frequent and variable puffs 
of wind, and as the anchorage is close to the shore, 
great care should bo taken not to “ foul the anchor 
being very “steep-to” a vessel would be on the 
rocks before another could be dropped. The cliffs, 
bold and beautiful, are intersected by numerous 
basaltic veins. The valley is richly wooded, and 
appears to be much more diversified than even that 
of St. Jolin’s, which we so much admired. The 
mountajns on tlie south side rise perpendicularly from 
the sea in a pyramidal form. 

Having completed our water, wo sailed in the 
afternoon for the Island of Ascension, after eight 
days passed most agreeably at this interesting little 
island, which will always be a bright spot in our 
recollection ; as, although we had lost one man here, 
— the last, — who was originiflly of a very weakly con- 
stitution, — and had suffered several relapses, — yet 
all the others rapidly recovered their health and 
spirits. The weather, with the exception of a little 
rain, was uninterruptedly fiite, and the temperature 
not only agreeable, but every one seemed to feel a 
consciousness that exposure to the sun would not be 
so injurious as we had •hitherto found it to be. We 
coasted along this bright isle, opening a succession of 
little valleys, with fine outlines of steep •mountains, 
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riclily clothed with wood. One especially, presenting 
a perpendicular face to the sea, was of, very singular 
and beautiful form; being pyrai^jidal, with tapering 
pinnacles of rock rising erect from the slopes on 
either side, like those of Milan Cathedral, while evciy 
ledge and crevice gave nourislimcnt to a rich luxuri- 
ance of parasitical and other foliage, and the precipi- 
tous surfaces were tinged with every variety of colour. 
Little villages appeared nestled in fertile spots, but 
these were few, and sometimes only guessed at by the 
gracefully curling smoke; the greater part of the 
population of the island being then at the capital. 

Four rocky islets, south of the island, are tlie resort 
of numerous sea-birds. After jiassing these, wo gave 
our last farewell to Annobonc’^ The breeze was 
fresh from south-west, with some rain. "Wo steered 
head to wind, in order to get sufficient southing 
to enable us, •when we should fall in with the trade- 
winds, to fetch the Island of A.sceusion. This is of the 
utmost importance at ad times, but especially to a 
vessel constructed like ours, M'hich could only make a 
jiassage under sail, with a very favourable wind ; since, 
from the want oi a keel fore and aft, she made lee- 
way on every point. The fuel could not be expected, — 

* This “ bright isle” was discovered in 1743 by the Portuguese, and 
naiTied from the new year. It is the smallest and outermost of those 
elevated by the line of volcanic action in a direction south-westerly 
from the Camaroon Mountain, and rises abruptly from a deep sea to 
aba\it three thousand feet. 
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without strict economy, — to last such a distance, more 
than 1200 miles, and the danger of missing the island, 
which has occurred to vessels of better sailing qua- 
lities, was therefore much increased with us. In such 
case the only tiling would be to run for Pernambuco, 
on the coast of South America. 

The wood we had obtained from the wreck was 
hardly worth the room it took upon deck, as it lasted 
in fact, but one day, and we hacf to commence on our 
coals, of which we had eighty-four tons, — about enough 
for ten days. 

The weather was beautiful on this agreeable little 
voyage» with refreshing breezes ; sind the nights w'crc 
remarkably clear, so that the stars rose and set uuth 
great distinctness, being visible till almost touching 
the a 2 :>parent horizon. 

Those who had not been in southern latitudes 
before, were gi-atificd by the sight of the Magellan 
clouds. 

On the 7th November, we passed Dr. Brewster’s 
“Warm Meridian,” but the temperature was unex- 
pectedly cool. The thermometer whs seldom higher 
than 75”, and sometimes during the night it felt even 
cold ; at least to us who ha(f been long subject to the 
heat of Africa, a temperature of 69”, was rather 
lower than agreeable. 

November — About twenty meteors only were 

seen during the past night, though this was about the 
time when they are expected to be most numerous ; 

F 2 
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they were observed generally at an elevation of about 
70° towards the west, and shooting in that direction. 

A series of magnetic observations M'cre carried on 
daily at the same place, — the skylight of the cabin; 
and though from the vessel being of iron, they will be 
subject to very great errors; still it was considered, 
that if an approximation to the truth can be obtained 
by eliminating those, the experiments Mill be interest- 
ing, none having been' previously made in this region. 

We M’erc constantly deceived by supposed indi- 
cations of the trade-M'ind, mIucIi did not come to 
our aid except partially,' till mo M’ere very near the 
termination of the voyage. The current also «lid but 
little for us. 

As we proceeded, the reverberating noise of our 
paddle-M’heels distuibed from their element largo 
shoals of the flying fish, or Hirondelle de Mer of the 
French, — one of the most interesting and beautiful of 
the inhabitants of the deep, met M’ith in the M’^arm 
latitudes. The symmetrj' of its body — the long and 
widoly-expansive pectoral fins — the bright polished- 
looking operculum, and fine blue and silver tints, 
make its examination a pleasing pastime to the 
naturalist, when, as often* happens, it is allured by the 
light to fly on board. Notwithstanding their longer 
and more frequent contact with air than any other 
fish, they survive the shortest "period when kept out of 
water. About fifteen yards is a usual distance at each 
emersion from the sea, but they sometimes accomplish 
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as many as forty yards, if the crest of some inter- 
mediate wave, offers a new starting place. The smaller 
ones generally move^in shoals, while the large fish and 
those of greatest tenacity out of the briny element, are 
often solitary. The flavour of these latter is good. 

Wednesday i Novmiber 17/ A. — 'Fhe distant view of 
Ascension gives rise to pleasurable emotions, which 
unfortunately are not confirmed by a nearer approach. 
Perhaps the weary voyager has. been looking during 
weeks or months for “ some green spot to rest upon,” 
and hails anything in the shape of terrdfirmd, but the 
nearer he comes to the land of promise, the less he 
finds to draw forth his admiration or reward his 
hopes. All the lower part is cinder, — brown scori- 
aceous cinder, — ^with scarce a blade of grass, or other 
sign of struggling vegetation ; True, afar off, one 
little spot is adorned with verdure, and called 'par 
excellence “the green mountain;” but nowhere else can 
the eye fix on a pleasing, promising, feature; being 
without a trace of that luxfiriance of nature which is 
inseparably connected in the mind with intertropical 
scenery. It presents one wide arid waste, which would 
seem to threaten to dry up all hiAnan feeling. It is 
not surprising, therefore, that some of our fair country- 
women should have shed tears on landing, and seeing 
the inhospitable nature of the place in which they 
were to pass some yeafs of their life. It is however 
surprising, but no loss true, that they shed more 
tears at leaving the island, where thejf had passed 
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many liappy, instead of weary days, owing to the 
truly paternal government of the late excellent and 
much lamented Captain Bate, R.M., aided by their 
own amiable and cheerful dispositions; so true .it is 
that the milk of human kindness can deck even a 
desert with a smiling aspect. Many will look back 
with pleasurable and grateful feelings to that period, — 
long before the time of our present visit, — with whicli 
no such agreeable rec^oUections can be associated, 

Wednesday, November \'7th . — Wc anchored in the 
roads of Ascension, and lost no time in commencing 
our refitting, in order to be ready by the first day of 
January to retxirn to the coa,st, according to the 
orders of Captain Trotter. 

Fortunately all the officers and men had now 
recovered their health ; thanks to the i)uro breeze of 
the .southern ocean, and csj»ecially under God’s mercy, 
to the beautiful Isle of Annobonc, truly a bright spot 
“ to memory dear.” 

Our first care was to cltan the ship thoroughly, and 
particularly the holds. The powder in the magazine 
was found to ba so damp, that it was necessary to 
land it to be dried at the block-house. A part of the 
ventilating apparatus called the purificator, — a large 
iron tank, — having proved to be totally inefficient for 
the purpose intended by tlic talented contriver, and 
being also exceedingly cumbersome, — occupying a largo 
and inconvenient portion of the deck, — it was landed 
to answer the pui-iwse of a water-tank, and in that 
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capacity will no doubt be found very useful on the 
island where water can only be had by such economy. 
As no boat Avould hold this large machine, the aper- 
tures were stopped, and it was floaIXid on shore, and 
seen on its passage from the top of the mountain, it 
looked like a floating omnibus. 

In condemning so integral a portion of the costly 
ventilating apparatus, it may appear paradoxical to say 
that the theory was good, but tj/iat we found it in the 
‘ Wilbcrforce’ to bo of no perceivable benefit in supply- 
ing improved air to the people. To carry out the 
principle to its full extent, all apertures except those of 
the ‘ purificator’ — about eighteen inches in diameter — 
ought to have been closed, so as to suffer no air to 
aj^proach tlic many lungs which were gasping for it, 
except what had passed through the medicating 
substances. There can be no doubt that if a sufficient 
quantity could have been transmitted by these means 
it might have been deprived of much of its noxious 
nature; but the wind-saik which were intended to 
bring the air from the elevation of the mast-lmads 
were never even inflated by the *fiv*ce of the fanners. 
This method, called the plenum ^mpidee, was found 
in the ‘ Wilbcrforce’ to hav« merely the effect of com- 
pressing the stagnant and deteriorated air into all the 
remote extremities and comers of the ship ; but the re- 
verse process, — ^the veemmm which was always used in 
the Niger after the failure of the other was ascertained, 
— ^performed at least tlm good office of extracting it ; 
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by which means a slight circulation was kept up of 
such fresh air as could be procured. 

In such a climate active ventilation is of the highest 
importance ; in order therefore to improve it as mucji as 
possible, and to remedy the peculiarity of construction 
in our vessels where the free passage of air was cut off 
by the water-tight compartments, Ca])tain W. Allen 
decided on making openings through these, whereby a 
constant current was pbtained, from the lower deck — 
occupied by the ship’s coinjiany — through the mid- 
shipmen’s berth to the engine-room, to the manifest 
advantage and relief of all, especially the st<^)lvers ; 
great care was however taken that these apertures 
should be at such an elevation as not to interfere 
with the advantages proposed in having those parti- 
tions, namely, to secure the ship against th(.' dangers of 
striking on a rock. We had also as an au.viliary to 
the ventilator an ajiparatus for the purpo.se of heating 
and drying the air to be transmitted. This was found 
to be much more ea.sily and simply effected, by taking 
off a part of the covers of the f{4nner.s, which then 
diffused from the engine-room very dry air, and of 
high temperature. -Some other alterations and im- 
provements gave us a clcas deck fore and aft. 

At Anuobone it had been intimated that the men, 
having suffered so much from the fever of the Niger, 
would generally apply, on our arrival at Ascension, to 
be invalided ; as, being then in some degree still under 
the influencci.of it, they dreaded a rctuni to the river. 



DEATU OF CAITAIN BENNETT, TA 

No notice was taken of this at the time; but when an 
opportunitj offered of getting volunteers from mer- 
(•luiut-slups on the passage home, a few obnoxious 
cliara-cters were taken at their w'ord, and exchanged, 
iniicli to their discomfiture, as they had then recovered, 
and wislied to stay. The remaining men were con- 
firmerd in their attachment* to the ship, by getting rid 
of the black sheej). 

On the 7th December, tlie d^y after the departure 
of IT. M. brig ‘ Wanderer,’ Captain the lion, Joseph 
I)cinnan, a melancholy event occurred that cast a 
gloom over the little society in tlm island, very much 
<l<.*ran_^cd our operations, and put us to much incon- 
venience, wliich wotild have been obviated had it 
taken place during the stay of Captain Denman, who 
was senior officer on this part of the station. As the 
commandant of the island, Captain Bennett, R,M. was 
l eading to bisM’ife in the evening, he sxiddenly, without 
uttering a sound, fell from his chair, dead before he 
reached the floor ! He wa» much regretted. 

So many repairs and alterations were required to be 
done that it was impossible to get the ‘ Wilberforcc’ 
rerdy by tlie 1st of January, 1842, according to Cap- 
tain Trotter’s direction. We should have been pre- 
jiarod to sail for the coast of Africa by the 7th of that 
month ; but it was fortunate we were detained, for on 
the 5th, II.M, Brig ‘ Buzzard’ arrived with the melan- 
choly intelligence that the ‘Albert’ had returned to 
Fernando Po, with all her crew dangerously ill with 
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fever. They had been immediately landed at the 
hospital, where Commander Bird Allen, with several 
officers and men had fallen a sacrifice to their zeal in 
braving to the utmost the climate of the fatal river. 
In fact, the vessel and her crew were only saved from 
great risk of destruction by the timely meeting of Mr. 
Beecroft, in the ‘Ethiope,’ mIio brought them safely to 
Fernando Po. She had been conducted as far Jis the 
point where her deliverer was met, by the almost 
superhuman exertion of Doctors Me William ami 
Stanger; but it was not possible that their unaided 
strength could have lasted much longer. Cajitain 
Trotter was reported to be in such danger, tliat 
the medical men had thought it necessary he shoidd 
immediately return to England, as the only means of 
saving his life, and that officer deeming it also of im- 
portance that one of tlie commissioners sliould lay 
before Her Majesty’s Government a statement of the 
condition of the vessels and survivors of the Expedi- 
tion, had taken his pa.ssag» in a small schooner which 
was, fortunately about to sail for England. 

In addition to these disasters, it was rumoured that 
Mr. Carr, the super ntendent of the model farm, had 
been murdered by the motives at the mouth of the 
Niger, while he was in the act of proceeding up the 
river, for the purpose of taking charge of his estab- 
lishment, having been obliged by severe illness to come 
away in the ‘Albert,’ when she descended the river. 
Lastly, it wjjis said tliat thu settlers, whom we had 
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left at the confluence of the Chadda and the Niger, 
on the land ^purchased for them from the Attah of 
Iddah, had been attacked by the natives. Never- 
theless, as the officer, whom Captaift Trotter had put 
in the temporary command of the ‘Albert’ during 
his absence, had not made any official communication 
to Captain Allen on the Subject, he could not decide 
on any step to be taken until his arrival, which was 
most anxiou.sly looked for. 
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On the 28 th January ohr suspense was relieved, — 
the ‘tnelancholy intelligence brought by the ‘ Buzzard’ 
was confirmed by the arrival of the ‘ Albert,’ bringing 
dispatches from Captain Trotter, By these Captain 
W. Allen was informed that he was to consider liimself 
as in command of the Expedition and Acting Chief 
Commissioner until the return of that officer, who 
suggested that the beginning of July would be the 
earliest time for the vessels to re-enter the Niger; but, 
from information he had rcceivod, he thought that the 
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end of that month would be the safest to ensure the 
passage up the rirer without detention, and therefore 
recommended that ^we should wait for instructions 
front the Government till the 1st oT June, at Ascen- 
sion. 

Before however taking these points into considera- 
tion, we w'ill bring the narration of the ‘Albert’s’ pro- 
cecding.s up to her arrival at Ascension. 

It will be remembered^' that in consequence of the 
illness of Lieutenant Fishbourne, Lieutenant Strange 
was put in charge of the ‘Soudan,’ by Commander W. 
Allen, with orders to proceed to the Niger, and assist 
the ‘Albert,’ if necessarv- 

On the 9th, the ‘Soudan,’ having completed her 
stores and fuel, and with a small crew of white officers 
and men, sailed for the river Nun. In the passage 
thither, she touched at George’s Bay, on the north- 
western side of the island. 

Having but one person on board who understood 
the engine — a stoker from flie ‘Iduto’ — and his know- 
ledge being superficial, the machinery often cameT,o a 
sudden stand-still, and — against a head sea and wind 
— the vessel made but slo>v process. On the 13th 
there was a long delay in* consequence of some de- 
rangement of the engine; how'cver, after the loss of 
some hours, it was put in order, and on the morning 
of the 16th, the ‘Soudan’ was just going over the bar 


* Page 25. 
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into the Nun, when thc‘Ethiopc' and ‘Albert’ were 
perceived coming out. 

It was a lovely morning, and the scenery about the 
river looked very beautiful, affording a sad contrast 
to the dingy and deserted look of the ‘Albert.’ 

Many were of course the painful surmises as to the 
fate of those on board. On approaching, however, tlic 
melancholy truth was soon told. 1'he fever had been 
doing its direst work f several were dead, many dying, 
and, of all the officers, but two, Drs. McWilliain and 
Stanger, were able to move about. Tlie former j)rc- 
sented himself and waved his hand, and one emaciated 
figure was seen to be raised up for a sec^ond. 'I'liis 
was Captain Trotter, who in his anxiety to look at the 
‘Soudan’ again, had been lifted out of his cot. 

A spectacle more full of painful contemplation, 
could scarcely have been witnessed. Slowly and por- 
tentously, like a plague-ship filled with it.s dead and 
dj'ing, onwards .she moved in charge of her gencrou.s 
pilot, Mr. Beecroft. Who M'buld have thought that little 
mom than two months previously she had entered that 
same river with an enterprising crew, full of life, and 
buoyant with bright hopes of accomplishing the 
objects on which all had s?» ardently entered? If any 
of the few who afterwards raised the voice of censure, 
or called in question the enduring courage of tho.se 
employed on the Expedition, had been ^/lere, it can- 
not be believed but that such a picture would have 
repressed tlfeir unfeeling e*prc.ssions ; and while it 
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would have shewn them how easy it is to write “ hard 
things” at a comfortable English fireside, it is impos- 
sible, without being absolutely engaged in the trying 
(;ircumstances themselves, to estimate the character or 
exertions of those they criticise. Tlie interesting 
journal of Dr. lilcWilliam, from which he has kindly 
given us the following abstract, will further corro- 
borate these remarks. 

Notes of Proceedings on hoard Her Mo jestt/s steam- 
vessel ‘Albert' after departure of the‘Wdber- 
force,’ by Dr. Me 'WilUa/m. 

“‘September 2\st. — Early this morning the ‘Wilber- 
force’ steamed down the river, while we at the same 
time proceeded on the voyage up the Niger. Fish- 
bourne, my messmate for six years, in various shijis, 
having been appointed to the temporary command of 
tlie ‘Soudan:’ Mr. Miillcr, the chaplain, having for the 
time, exchanged duties with Mr. Schbn: and Mr. 
Bowden, purser, and Mr. Harvey, master, hj^ying 
gone on board the ‘ Wilberfoivo’*sick; there remain, 
of tliose who loft England, in thc.gun-room, only Dr. 
Stangcr and myself. Every part of the ship, indeed, 
shows a sad reduction of both officers and men ; but 
we are all full of hope, and resolved, if possible, to 
reach llabbah. Abovo the confluence, the land be- 
comes more rounded and undulating, and the river 
more winding in its course. Several small villages 
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were seen in the forenoon. At two, p.m., we were at 
a village on the right bank, called “ K^lebeh.” The 
huts were circular, built of mud, and many of them 
completely surrounded, and damaged by the river 
overflowing its banks. Here two natives, one called 
“ Ganna,” and the other “ Mamuda,” came on board, 
and offered to show us where firewood was to be got, 
and to pilot the vessel to the higher part of the 
Kakandah country. Ganna stated, that he v:as a 
native of Buddu, the chief Kakandah town. He 
informed us, that Filatah horsemen, to tlie number 
of nine hundred, about three montlis since, encam]>ed 
five miles inland from “Kelebch.” From their encamp- 
ment, the Filatahs w*ere constantly making predatory 
excursions to the neighbouring villages, from which they 
generally returned with captives, whom they enslaved. 
Some time back, the Filatalis attacked “ Kelcbch” by 
night, burnt and destroyed many of the huts, and 
made numbers of the inhabitants prisoners. The inha- 
bitants of a village inland, near M'hich some Filatahs 
are tat present settled, had begged to be received into 
Kelebeh; but the chief was obliged to refuse them pro- 
tection, for fear of giving offence to his terrible 
enemies. 

The chief of “ Muye,” another Kakandah town, has, 
of late, interceded for the poor people of the be- 
leaguered village, and has sent h headman to Kelebeh, 
to beg for their reception into that village, as a 
personal favour. 
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It was at “ Kclcbeli” that we first lost sight of an 
aquatic plant, ^hich from above twenty miles within 
the Nun, had been very abundant, particularly at 
AboU, where the surface of the ri/er was literally 
covered with it*. 

At 5'3() P.M., we were at “Muye.” Here the 
natives speedily launched S, canoe, with the intention 
of bringing off wood to us; but as we, ourselves, were 
anxious to cut a considerable quantity higher up the 
river, and it beginning to get dark, we continued 
onM'ards, and anchored in the evening off Lclein, or 
Jjclcmu, a village on the right bank. 

It giieved me to sec my excellent messmate and 
townsman, Lieutenant Stenhousc, who was slightly 
unwell before wo left the Confluence, complaining of 
severe headache ; Commander Bird Allen, had also 
suspicious sj'inptoms. A seaman, and one of the 
engineers, were also added to the sick list. 

“ Omch” or “Muj'e” is one of the chief Kakandah 
town.s. The town was, in fofmer days, situated about 
three miles inland, but the natives, in consequence* of 
the Filatah inemvsions, were obliged, fi>r greater secu- 
rity, to resort to the river side. The huts arc built of 
mud, and the roofs arc neatly thatched with grass. 
The headman is appointed by the chief of the 


* Pistirt (Stratiotes?) secura et interiorc Africa afFert, 

rehmiuiii usque ; seil Horeiitem luiud in iEgypto videruiit.” — 
vol. iii. 

VOL. H. 0 
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Kakaiidah country, >vbo is styled King by hiS people, 
although subject to the Attsih of I<^dah. At the 
death of a king, the Attiih can appoint any one 
he pleases, but he generally selects a Kakandab- man 
for the office. Circumcision is performed 'when the 
children are three or four months of age. The opera- 
tors on these occasions arc mallaras from Egga, who are 
paid according to the circumstances of the parents of 
the chiUb'en. The nvillams profess to teach the people ; 
but no one seemed to know what books they used. 
During the [)criod of the JcMish I'itual, sheep, 
goats, and fowls arc slain in abundance. They de- 
dared that they never pciTormed human sacrifices, 
although they admitted tliat tlie Attiili of Iddali 
occasionally did so. 

They said the river would not rise any higher thi.s 
season ; and that in three montli.s it would be quite low. 

Small pox and dysentery occasionally prevail in 
Kakandab ; c.specially during very dry .sc'asons. For 
the cure of tlyscntory, thly pre]>are medicine from tlie 
root of a plant, the native name of whiclj is Laboji, 
Tlic articles sent from tliis place to the Gori market 
are, tobacco, camwood, and ivory ; for those they get 
in exchange, cowries, ric-o, and salt. 

The day througliout w'as beautiful, but extremely 
hot; a tornado, however, came on in the evening, 
with very heavy rain, which Cooled the atmosphere. 

September 22nrf.— This morning the transparency 
of the atmospliere w’as remarkable ; the most minute 
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ridges of the mountains (“ Barker’s Mount,” the I)oUi, 
and the “Eildon Hills,” the Jegikt of the natives,) 
standing out in the most perfect and delicate relief. 
Thc,river between !Lelemu and Atdiiba is nearly a 
mile in breadth ; the distant land is high, and the flats 
on each side arc extensive. 

The flats were by the •overflowing of the river in 
many parts cut up into numerous islets. Here and 
there dark clusters of trees, arid sometimes even a 
single palm, were seen to emerge from the smooth and 
glassy sxirface of the water, with a singularly graceful 
effect. At one, I’.M., we M-ejghed, and passed a large 
\ illagc called Dom<.!h, and several others in the course 
of the afternoon. At four o’clock, Captain Trotter, 
Dr. hitanger, Mr. Schiin, and I, lauded at Gori, a 
small island on the left bank, where a market of some 
note is held weekly. In the creek there wore about 
sixty canoes of all sizes, containing goods of various 
kinds. Having landed with some difficulty, we were 
conducted by narrow winding paths between the huts, 
to the chief, whom we found sitting on a mat in fsout 
of his door. He begged us to*seat ourselves, and 
informed us that Gori w.os an independent territory*, 
and that he ruled over four other large towns, called 
Aira, Akokou, Atchiuo, and Ogbou, He spoke with 


* lie here made a mistake ; for on the andval of Aduku, the 
Attah’s son, next day, he found it necessary to acknowledge sub- 
mission to the Attah of Iddah (£ggarah.) 

G 2 
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great horror of the dreaded Filatahs. In the market- 
place there were assembled not less than fifteen hun- 
dred people. The chief articles exposed for sale were 
— salt in bags made of stout matting, tobcs, ‘country 
cloth of various patterns, camwood in balls, hoes and 
shovels, calabashes beautifully carved, wooden spoons 
and platters, mats, straw hats with immense brims, 
bows and arrows, heaps of Indian corn, seeds of 
various kinds, twine and silk. Shea butter, yams, ilried 
bufialo’s flesh, dried fish, and kouskous, 'fhe chief 
told us that slaves and ivory were also sold in the 
market. 

A blacksmith was sitting in the market-place 
making hoes. His bellows, although of rude and 
primitive construction, seemed to answer the pur])Ose 
very AvelL This machine consisted of a large, stout 
leathern bag, with tw'o wo*xleu cylindci’s closed at the 
farther ends, attached to it. The cylinders were per- 
forated on th(! sides, and fitted with clay tubes which 
projected into the fire, thi* points nearly meeting each 
otlwr. A good blast was kej)l l.iy the alternate eleva- 
tion and depression of the upj)er pai't of the bag. 

Tlie mallam said, that every canoe bringing goods 
to the market pays a duty of fifty cowries for each of 
the crew. The same duty is demanded on each bag 
of salt. Slaves arc brought from all the towns in the 
neighbourhood to the Gori market; five were sold 
yesterday. Tlie niece of the King of Null came on 
board with the maUam. She was young, good-look- 
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ing, and intelligent — married to a man who is at 
present on a sBlare-purchasing expedition to Fundah, 
Toto, ai^d some othes places on the Tchadda, 

G8ri pays an annual tribute of 360,000 cowries to 
the Filatah king; and to the Attah of Iddah a mere 
nominal tribute, being only^ a horse yearh'. The sjimc 
is i)aid by several other headmen of the villages in 
tlie neighbourhood. If the Att^h requires soldiers, he 
may levy upon the Gori people. 

Mr. Fairholine and Mr. \Veb1>, mates, were added to 
tlic sick list in the course of tlie day ; and Commander 
R. Allen’s symptoms were unequivocal. 

Septsmiter 2'ird . — We w’cre awoke before daylight 
by the din and chattering of the natives, who came 
alongside, with canoe-loads of Avood. It would 
appear that here, each tries to vie with his follow 
in the perj^etual motion of the tongue. Persuasion, 
remonstrance, or threats produce no cessation of the 
noise. Palaver is the order of the day in all their 
transactions. 

In the forenoon a large canpc came alongside 
belonging to Agiddi, the Chief of Muy^, and Ajimba 
his son was in charge of it. It contained three slaves — 
two females, and one male; besides three horses and 
a load of other articles, all purchased at the market 
of Egga. As Muyii is in the territory of the Att^h 
of Iddah, the slax^es, canoe, horses, &c., were con- 
demnable, by virtue of the treaty made with the Atthh 
and Her Majesty’s Commissionei’s, which prohibited 
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the Attiih or his subjects from dealing in slaves out 
of his own dominions. Fortunately Aduku, the At- 
tiih’s son, who had been sent thcrday after the treaty 
was concluded (Otli September) to promulgate its 
conditions to his father’s subjects, was at this time at 
Gori. Captain Trotter resolved to .show that the 
terms of the treaty wore to be .strictl}’ enforced, de- 
tained the canoe, and got the slaves on deck. Aduku 
came on board soon afterwards, when Ajimba was 
subjected to a formal trial, for a violation of the law. 
Ajimba atlmitted freely that the law had been broken, 
but pleaded in his defence that at the time he ])ur- 
chased the slaves, he was not aware of its e.xistenco. 
Captain Trotter commented strongly upon Aduku’s 
negligence, in not sooner having made the law' known 
at Muyt*; and a.s.snrcd Ajimba that it would l»e rigi<lly 
acted u])ou in future : that for the present, taking 
everything into con.sideratioii. he would not destroy 
the canoe, nor would he seize any j)roporty in it : but 
the slaves he would instantly make free. In token of 
this, the female.s w'cre each habited in an Engli.sb dre.s.s, 
and the man was rigged out in a sailor’s frock and 
trousers. Poor creatures, their looks expressed a 
mixed feeling of fear, amazement, and gratitude. 
Kindness from their own species seemed new to 
them. 

Ajimba said that he paid for the oldest and fattest 
of the two^ girls 40,000 cowries, and for the other 
w'oman and the yi>ung man 20,0u0 cowries each. 
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Captain Trotter gave the very appropriate names 
of Hannah Quxton and Elizabeth Prj to the two 
women, wliile the man was called xVlbert Gori, — after 
Ilis Royal Highness, the consort of oftr beloved Queen, 
and Patron of the Society for the Civilization of 
Africa ; — and as commemorative of the j>lace where he 
threw off the chains of hufiian bondage. 

Shortly after dark the sorrows and troubles of the 
women were for awliile drowned in deep .sleep. I 
saw them lying under the awning closely locked in 
each other’.s arms. 

In the course of a day or two they became less 
timid, ^uid an x\ku boy (ray servant, wlio liad also 
been with me in H.M.S. ‘Scout,’) soon became a 
favourite with them both. They told him they made 
certain, w'hen they came first on board, that we w'cro 
about to kill them, for w'c “looked so strong.’’ A sad 
illustration of the state of society in this unhappy 
country, Avhere power cannot be regarded otherwise 
than as a means of oppression. 

It appeared that the older of the two had became 
an object of jealousy to her husband, and that he in 
consequence sold her to a slave-dealer who at the 
time happened to be trading in their country. She 
said that before she saw the water (Niger) the slave- 
gang to which she belonged travelled wearily every day 
for nearly ^a month. They were some days on the 
water before they reached Egga ; and during the pas- 
sage parties of her unhappy companion^ were from 
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time to time disposed of at villages on tlie banks of 
the river. At Egga she was exposed for sale in the 
market-place, where she became the property of a 
slave-merchant there; and shortly afterwards i>r.ssed 
into the hands of a third master, (Ajimba,) wlio was 
conveying her to Muy^, when we fell in with the 
canoe. The females subsequently were left at Fernando 
Po, under the care of a respectable matron, and Albert 
Gori was apprenticed to a carpenter of the same place. 

Two r.M. wciglied. In the afternoon jiassed Buddu, 
a large Kakandah town on the right bank, ('marked 
Kakand<a in Captain W. Allen’s chart) ; towards the 
evening anchored for the night a little way above the 
village Adama Dalu, on left bank. At this [tlace 
Aduku loft us, promi.sing to follow us next day. as far 
as Egga. 

Some rain fell during the early part of this day. 
In the afternoon and evening the weather was .sultry 
and oppressive. 'I wo fresh cases of fever in the course 
of the day. 

September — Got under weigh early in the 

morning. A great many villages were passed, espe- 
cially on the right bank ; many of these were inun- 
dated and deserted, the liver extending far beyond its 
usual limits. 

Wo stopped for a short time to admire the singular 
beauty of the situation of oife of the villjiges, which 
was built on an elevated bank close to the river, on 
the margin bf a forest of palms. The native.s rushed 



BEZZANI. 


89 


out of their huts, and looked at the vessel, at first, with 
amazement a^d doubt ; but soon took courage, launched 
several canoes, and came alongside with goats, Guinea- 
fowjls, calabashes, &c. 

At eleven a.m. got twice aground near the right 
bank, but were off almost immediately. 

The left bank was nearly destitute of huts, with 
the exception of a miserable-looking village called 
Bezzani, where the squalid wreffhedness of the inha- 
bitants (Nufis) corresjmnded with the appearance of 
the place. Their only habiliment was a small cloth 
round the middle, showing altogether a degree of 
})Ovcrt)' not observed among any other people we have 
fallen in with since leaving the Confluence. 

At half-past three grounded near the left bank ; 
laid a stream-anchor and hawser out, on the quarter, 
and hauled off in about tM cnty minutes. 

Later in the afternoon w e were off !Mount Elphinstonc 
Fleming, a table mountain with sloping sides, which, 
as well as the hills and undidatiug lower grounds near 
it, w ere wooded and beautifully green ; and dotted»here 
and there with huts, peeping tHrongh the clumps of 
palm-ti'ees. The day was fine, «ind the atmosphere 
unusually clear. The character of the scenery had 
now, in a great measure, changed. TVe had no longer 
a dense luxuriant vegetation growing to the water’s 
edge and overhanging *thc river ; the banks, except in 
the creeks, were clearly defined, and elevated from 
three to six or eight feet above the rii^r. We had 
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emerged, as it were, from the forest to a fine open 
country, with extensive plains and distant hills, over 
which the eye could range in all directions. Between 
one of the mountain ranges (Terry Mountains) in^ the 
distance, and Mount Elphinstonc P'leming, a fine open 
tract of flat land extends, to which the name of Old- 
field Plains has been given. 



One of the stokers began to complain in the after- 
noon, and the other patients w'cre nearly in the same 
state as yesterday. A heavy tornado was experienced 
in the evening, with relief to all after the oppressive 
heat of the day. Anchored in the evening near a vil- 
lage on the right bank called Kfhami. 

Septmib&i' ^btk . — The K rumen were scut ashore to 
cut wood at ‘Kinami, when they procuro<l five boat- 
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loads. Kinami consists of seven different clusters of 
huts, built on,a bank about eight feet above the river, 
and the inhabitants^are Nufi people. The rapacious 
Pilartabs lately paid them a visit, aftd took away the 
whole of their crop of corn. There is noM' a native 
of Kinami for sale in the market of Egga, (two hours 
higher up the river,) wKo was carried off from his 
home by them. A number of Kinami people have 
come on board during the day ;• among them an old 
woman, who came to consult me for an aggravated case 
of le]>ra. I did what I could for the poor creature, 
aiid the chief e.xprcssed his-gratitude by thanking me, 
and sgnling off a jar of native beer, w'hich was rather 
acid, but not otherwise disagreeable. The patients 
were by no means improving, and during the day the 
caipcntor’s mate, a quarter-master, thecaptain’s steward, 
one of the sappers and miners, and a private marine, 
were added to the sick-list. 

'I’he name of the headman at “Kinami” is Atchieko. 
He was ajipointed by the Nufi king, Magia, who 
now resides at Sakuma, a toM'ii beyond Rabbahfand 
has been totally divested of powei, being in fact a 
slave himself since the conquest* of the country by 
the Filatahs. A tribute to the amount of 20,000 
cowries is annually exacted by the Filatahs from the 
Kinami people. This sum, although apparently not 
large, they have often |[reat difficulty in having ready 
for their tax-master. Robbed as they continually arc 
of their agricultural implements, their TJothes, their 



1)2 


FILATAH CKUEI/l'Y. 


crops, and CTcn tbeir children, they are kept in a 
state of constant terror and porcrtj. ,A hoy Mas 
lately carried otF from Kinami by the Filatahs to 
Egga, M'here ho was exposed in the market -j)laco* for 
sale. His parents, poor, miserable, and heart-broken, 
resolved to make an attempt to redeem their child, 
and sold everything they possessed. With the cowries 
raised in this M'av, the fatlier hurried off to Kgga, 
hoping to be able to ]>urchase hi.s own rhihl. Ills all 
was not enough for his rapacious foes. “ Go back,” 
said the Filatah. “ von must get more cowries.” 
“Yes,” ansMcred tlic half-distracted man, “I Mill 
endeavour to get more.” I'pon this the Filatah 
said, “ You had better not come here : if you do, m o 
will sell you” The mother, Mho Mas inipatitmtly 
M'aiting the result, on being told that her child w as 
not, on any tenn.s, to be ran.soined, M*ept long and 
bitterly. 

At Kinami, dorae.stic slave.s are sold, only in the 
event of their* attempting to nin off. 'fheft is 
punwhed by l)eing flogged for the fii'st offence, and 
being sold for the* second. No slave-owner can 
legally inflict a hcav4cr punishment upon a slave. The 
crime of murdering a slave is cxj>iated by a heavy 
pecuniary fine ; but killing any other than a slave is 
punished with death. 

No slaves arc sold at KinamF; those for sale being 
always sent to Egga, where a market is held every 
fifth day. 
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'rhc condition of the domestic slave differs little 
from that of his master, except that for some offences, 
or upon a great emergency, he may ho sold. The 
tow^ belongs to the district called* Bushi, which ex- 
tends from the bank opposite Bachinku as far as 
Kgga, and comprises about forty towns and villages, 
containing a population of upwards of thirty thou- 
sand. At Kinaiui, there are not more than a thou- 
sand inliabitants. 1 shoidd say^ that the number of 
Inits in Kinami is not much short of seven or eight 
hundred ; so that, the population may seem to be 
estimated as much too low. . But from the disturbed 
state of the country, peojjle are every day changing 
tlieir place of residence, and consecpicntly many of the 
liut.s arc neglected, and become uninhabitable. The 
j)eoi)Ie in tlie Bushi district seem to be a laborious 
and industrious race. They weave a cloth, of good 
texture, purchasing the cotton from the Nufi people 
on the left bank, where it gi'OM S in great abundance. 
The value of a bag of cottoif containing about twelve 
pounds’ weight, is cowries to the value of about 
sterling, llicc is cultivated to a* considerable extent 
in the Bushi district ; but the unusiiul height of the 
river this season has destroyed the wdiole crop. The 
people told us, that elephants abounded in the neigh- 
bourhood, but that they did not kill many, and con- 
sequently had little or Ho ivory for sale. They send 
yams, shcej), and goats to the Egga market ; and 
obtain salt from Bohma. The Rabbah •|ieoplc arc 
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said to get the salt from “ Yauri,” Avlierc it is Wrought 
from the interior of the Ilaussa country,. 

Mr. Schdn endeavoured to find out "what notions 
they entertained \)f a future state. They said a good 
man may “take road again;” but that a bad man 
never could “ take road again.” "I'hey could not tell 
■where the good man wmdd* “ take road to,” nor did 
they know what became of the bad man ; or if either 
of them came back, after death. Mr. Schon asked, 
what tliey thought would happen to a man who ha<l 
committed murder, but was never found out, and con- 
sequently never j)uuishc<l in thi.s world. 'I’he answer 
w'as, that the murderer and murdered wf)uld meet 
before God, who know all things ; and that He would 
jiuuish the murderer. 'Fhe headman and otluvs lis- 
tened attentively to Mr. ,S<'h<in, while ho explained to 
them the leading doctrine?’ of the Christian religion. 
They said, they were glad to hear that, by (t<)d's grace, 
some of our countrymen might be sent to them, “ to 
teach them better thin<^.” Some of our Nufi men, 
wht) W'ere cutting wood, told their countrymen that an 
English settlement fiad been formed at tlie Confluence, 
and assured them -of the good intentions of the Eng- 
lish towards the black men ; which they heard with 
delight, and cxprc.s.sed a wish to l>© removed to the 
settlement, where they should have protection. 

^ept. 26^/4. — The weather throughout the day has 
been fine and clear, but the heat terribly oppre88iv(^, 
the thennoftioter 92 ” Fahr. in the coolest part of the 
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ship. Divine service was performed by Mr. Schbn. 
Our congregation, alas! what with death, with those 
M'ho had left us at tlie Confluence, and those lying sick 
arottnd us, seemed reduced to a meref skeleton of what 
M'c had been. 

In the afternoon Mr. Saunders, Second Master, was 
taken ill. 

>Sepf. 27///. — Got under weigh towards the evening 
for a sliort time, einelly with the.view of removing the 
stagnated atmosphere of the ship, by connecting the 
ventilating fanner with the engine. A small fpiantity 
of chlorine was also difl'used over the vessel, through 
llie medium of the medicator, which wa.s found to be 
grateful to the patients. About eight o’clock, John 
Fugc, an able seaman, died. 

28///. — Tlie remains of poor Fugc were in- 
terred this morning on the right bank. Mr. Schoii 
read the funeral service. We M erc shortly afterM ards on 
our way to Egga. At eleven a.m. we were approach- 
ing the toM'ii, which lies on^hc right bank, near to the 
river. The huts seem to be densely packed togctiier. 
E.vtensivo table-mountains M’crc seen in the distance. 
'I'o the nortliM'ard there M'cre the ^lennell Mountains, 
and the Earl Grey and Admiralty Ranges. 

'I’hc only remaining engineer now began to feel the 
cttect of the duties, wJiich of late had pressed hard 
upon him, and he w^s laid down shortly after we 
anchored at Egga. Several of the patients were in a 
very low condition, and one of the best sdhmen w’as in 
a state of great danger. 
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At Egga I was prevented going on sliorc, owii»g to 
the number of sick on board the ship ; but Jir. ScIjou 
and I)r. Stangcr, who Avere several time.s on sliore, fur- 
nished me kindly with much information relative to 
the place. These gentlemen can-ied a me.ssagc to the 
chief Roga, or Rogang, a Nufi by birth, but now under 
the rule of the Filatahs. ‘ Before they wore admitted 
to the chief, tliey had to undergo the tedium of long 
waiting, so common' among the Africans. This was 
rendered the less tolerable by reason of the immense 
crowds hemming them in, in all directions, and hardly 
affording breathing room. At length there* appeared 
preparatory signs of the chief’s arrival, which consisted 
in spreading a mat on a mud elevation about tM'o feet 
from the ground, destined for his occupancy. Over 
the mat vete thrown a leopard’s skin and leathern 
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cushions stuffed with cotton. In a short time Rogang 
came in and sat down. He soon pulled off his sandals 
and commenced scra^phing his toes and eating goora- 
nuts*. A mat with a bolster was spread on the floor 
for Mr. Schbn and Dr. Stanger. After the usual inter- 
change of compliments they invited him to come on 
board the ‘Albert.’ To this*he made no reply, but soon 
said that it was time for them to drink water with him, 
(meaning beer made of Guinea com,) which was found 
by no means disagreeable. The chief’s house seemed 
to differ little from those of the people, except tliat 
itsji^ompartments were les.s crowded and huddled to- 
gether fjian in theirs. A stranger is seldom admitted 
within doors, audiences being generally held in the open 
air. The chief soon requested them to follow' him, and 
they passed through a compartment, at the further end 
of which there was a door, bolted inside. Leading from 
this door there was an open space, about tw'elve feet 
long a;pd seven wide, comfortably shaded. Here the 
visitors w’crc again requested to bo seated on the mat. 
The chief soon seated himself on another opposite to 
them. Only three of his jieople were admitted, who 
appeared more as servants than cbuusellors ; they, 
how ever, occasionally tlircw in a word or two of re- 


♦ A very pleasant bitter, the %eed of the " Sterculia Acuminata,*’ 
thus desciihed by Sprengel : ** Foliis oblongis, acuminatis, integer- 
rim is glabris,longe petiolatis, paniculis axillaribus, anthers 2 serial! bus 
sessilibus fructibus, 1 Spennis.” (Guinea.) 

TOL. II. H 
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mark. The old chief told the visitors that he was 
most desirous to sec the captain ; that h? had heard of 
our coming, and was glad to know that we came not 
for war but for peace ; but tliat lie was deterred- from 
going on board for fear of the Filatahs. Were ho to 
go on board the English ship, the news would instantly 
fly to Rabbah, and the king then would at once say, 
“Oh! Rogang has joined the whites,” (of whom the 
king stands in great fear,) and no sooner would the 
white people leave than he (Rogang) would suffer for 
his imprudence. On being told that the great object 
of the Expedition was to abolish the slave trade, he 
said, that he was aware of that, and was perfectly wil- 
ling to act in favour of our views, but that he could do 
nothing until ho saw what the king did in the affair, lie 
plainly told them that he believed the Filatahs wouUl 
not be favourable to our plans. lie thought that such 
a grand measure could only be brought about through 
the instrumentality of God ; and he hoped that God’s 
hand ■would be with us, and thereby the thing would 
b? brought to pass. He acknowledged that he did 
not like the Filatahs, and would be glad to be relieved 
from their tliraldora. Rogang would not show any 
slaves; the report of our having liberated those in 
Ajimba’s canoe, some days before, having already 
reached Egga. Mr. Schon assured him that the faith 
had not been broken by us, but by the people of the 
Attah of Iddah. Rogang, however, thought as we had 
already liberated Ajiinba’s slaves, we might do the 
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same by others; and it was only after a full and 
detailed explanation of the circumstances attending 
the seizure of thcr canoe, that hp was persuaded 
we^had acted with justice. In the early part of the 
“palaver” there were a few Filatahs present; but 
none wei’e admitted into tjie private yard of the chief, 
and those whom they saw approached not in the 
friendly manner of the Nufi people. They appeared 
more as spies, or peopU; whoso countenances indicated 
that the}' were engaged in a bad cause. Two or three 
Arabs were seen, who sj>okc Ilaussa very well. The 
cc’our of their skin was only a shade darker than that 
of the Spaniards. As the night was approaching they 
bade adieu to the excellent old chief, who presented 
them with country lamps each, very nicely made of 
clay, and curiously painted and ornamented. 

September 29th, Wednesday . — As this was market- 
day at Egga, and consequently likely to afford a good 
ojiportunity of seeing the yirious artioles brought to 
that city for sale. Dr. Stanger and Mr. Schdn proceeded 
to Rogang’s palace, where they had to M’ait for some 
hours, surrounded by a mob, whose incessant noise was 
deafening, and the pressure of the crow'd, under a burn- 
ing sun, insupportable. All were anxious to sell their 
little wares : calabashes beautifully wrought and carved, 
silk from Bornh, natron ^from the same place, coimtry 
cloth, net w'ork, Guinea com, yams, Indian corn, sweet 
potatoes, dried fish, a few' European article^, a piece of 
cotton handkerchief, beads and gun-powder, about 

H 2 
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fifteen horses, and Guinea corn pounded witli shea 
butter. 

Amongst the /irticles of manufacture, the country 
cloth deserves the first notice. Tlirougliout the town 
there arc not les.s than two hundred looms in ope- 
ration. The cloth is seldom made broader than three 
inches, and these bands arc afterwards sewed togctlicr 
to the required size. The bands are sometimes made 
sixty yards long. Of the clotli thus manufactured, 
tobes, and all their apparel, arc made. Tlic cloth i.s 
sometimes white, more generally blue, .striped with 
gray and red. The dyes arc indigo and camw(v'd. 
Camwood is powdered in a large mortar : three women, 
provided with pestles, beating in regular succession. 
When reduced to a fine powder and mixed with clay, 
it is used as a dye for the body. Red seems to be. 
under any circumstances, considered ornamental to 
the person. No iron pots were seen, but earthen 
vessels for cooJ<ing of varipius sizes. 

Jn the rambles of Dr. Stauger and Mr. .Schbn through 
the town, they observed a jdacc roofed in, filled with 
people; some of^them were soon discovered to be 
slaves*, and a conversation was begun with the slave- 
dealer. He s])oke the Haussa language, showed no 

* At the slave-market there was a large sheep for sale ; its legs 
were remarkably long. It was from* the llaussa country, and was 
covered with brownish sleeky hair— long, particularly about the 
neck, back, aiid fw-it. Head small, nose prominent, cars very 
pendulous. 



PRICE OF SLAVES. 


101 


reluctance to answer any question, and at once ad- 
mitted that he sold slaves, but that they were not his 
owu property, he bping merely an agent, lie had at 
this time for sale, twelve women, and three boys 
about seven or eight years old : all prisoners of war to 
the Filatahs. 40,000 cowries were asked for each of 
the women, and 20,000 for each of the children, lie 
said that there Merc few slaves sold now, compared 
M-ith former days; the demand M'hich had been at 
one time so great, for the Gori and Kiri markets, 
having uom- nearly altogether ceased. lie added, 
th^t it M ould be necessary to send all the slaves noM', 
to Rabbah, which he considered to be the chief slave- 
market in the interior of Africa. Mr. Schdn ex- 
plained the object of our mission, and reasoned on the 
sinfulness of slavery, as being contrary to the law of 
(Jod, and productive of great evils to themselves. 

The dealer granted the force of Mdiat Mr. Schdn 
said, and replied, that although contrary to God's laM% 
it was in accordance with the lav's of the King of 
Rabbah : and if the king could be ^persuaded to chatige 
the laM', he Mould be very glad, and so Mould, ho be- 
lieved, the rest of the people. lie also said, that neither 
Rogang, nor Ederissa, M ere in a position to enter into 
a treaty with England. The King of the Filatahs 
would treat any treaty made by them, just as he 
thought proper. 

On returning to the chief’s residence, he was much 
pleased to see them both, and they entered at once 
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into the subject of the treaty, when he at once said, 
that it was not in his power to engage iiv anything of 
the kind. They then asked him^ whether he would 
send a messenger to Rabbah, with a message from'lhc 
Commissioners of the Queen of England, lie also 
refused to do this, on the ground, that the king might 
suppose him to be intriguing with the white j)eople. 
In his opinion, if one vessel was to visit Rabbah yearly, 
slavery might in tiino be done away with. 

Egga appeai’.s to be the large.st town we have as 
j^et seen on the Niger. The population is not much 
under 10,000. The hou.sc.s are of a conical forn,i, 
somewhat similar to those at Jddah. The doors are 
higher, and therefore render ingre.ss and egress mucli 
more convenient. They arc closely packed together 
and in some places there i.s not room for two to w'ulk 
abreast, in the streets. The walls of the huts are 
built of clay, rendered more cohesive by having grass 
mixed up with it. Some of the walls arc fifteen 
inches thick, while others do not exceed six inche.s. 
Some of the fronts of the huts are beautifully smooth, 
and stained with indigo. As at Iddah, there is 
generally an outer circular wall, between which and 
that of the hut, a piazza, which is the general place 
of resort. Besides this, it serves to keep the inner 
apartment cool. There is seldom more than one door 
to each hut; windows are a‘ luxury not yet intro- 
duced. The town is entirely surrounded by swamps 
at this seasda, which the inhabitants say become dry 
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in tbc hot season, when sickness breaks out. While we 
w'cre there, the town w'as completely surrounded by 
w'ater, and the land for miles, in all directions, was 
completely inundated. Dr. Stangerf on wading two 
miles from the main stream, (here about a mile in 
breadth,) was still up to his middle in w’ater, when he 
reached a shea butter-treft, w'hich he found to be not 
very lofty, but umbrageous. The mortality among 
the natives after the rains is very great. In many parts 
of the town the .stench i.s lioiriblc. The Nufi is the 
prevailing language, though many others arc sjuiken, 
among which may be meiitioned Yariba, Haussa, 
Filatah, Egari’a and Bornu. People from these 
countries have joined the Filatahs, .some from choice, 
but the gi’eater ])art from coercion. 

With regard to the religion of the Egga people, it 
.seems to ditler little from that of those lower down 
the river; the same mixture of Paganism and Mo- 
hamedism exists; but there arc ftnver charms and 
idols than in the countries below Iddah. In the 
mallam’s house at Egga, there weie .several books and 
scrap.s of leaves, all well written in Arabic, but he 
could not read them himself. Even the few who could 
read them, did not understand them. 

The shea butter-tree {Ba,ssia Parkia), abounds in 
this neighbourhood, and the butter is extensively 
made. A quantity in n largo earthen pot, containing 
about sixteen pounds, w'as purchased in the market 
for cow'ries to the amount of two shillings!? Specimens 
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of leaves and fruit were ob- 
tained, but no .tree was seen 
bearing flowers*. 

I 

The Null people cxt'jn<l 
over a great territory, and 
may comprise 100,000 pco- 
pl'o. The nation may be 
said to extend from the Con- 
fluence, on the left bank, 
beyond Rabbab. Oii the 
right bank there are also Nufi people, but they are 
more assimilated with tho Filatahs. Tlie Nufi people 
are, generally, marked in the face thus : — tlirce elliptical 
gashes extending from the temple to the mouth, and 
one from the nose, crossing tlie cheek ; sometimes there 



• Bassla, Lin,, named hy Ferdinand Bosbi, Cui-ator of the Botanical 
Garden at Bologna. Natui*al order, »yapotar€(v, called Parkia, in 
honour of the <Ustinguii>hed African traveller Mungo Park, who 
brought specimens of the tree to England, and described it as resem- 
bling the American oak. The 'outter, according to M. ChevreuJ, 
consists of a small ijroportiou of aromatic ]]»rincifde ; 2dly, of oleine ; 
3dly, of stearine : this los^ is analogous to the stearine of mutttin fat, 
for, in saponification, it gives stearic acid. This vegetalile butter, 
according to the same chemist, is perfectly liquid at 120 ' Fahrenheit ; 
at 100*250'', it begins to get turbid ; at 05}% it exhibits a liquid por- 
tion, in which floats some brilliant crystals : the liquid part is a com- 
bination of oleine and stearine. A tliermometer plunged into melted 
vegetable butter, falls to 80^; it afterwards ascends to 89i'% wiien 
the vegetable butter becomes concrete. ^ The vegetable butter is easily 
converted into soap, when heated writh a solution of potass or soda; 
and the soaps thus obtained are analogous to those made with mutton 
fat, with this a^rvantage, that they ate indoroua. It would therefore 
be a valuable artic-le in many of our manufactures. 
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are more than three*. The hair is shaved so as to 
leave three circular patches : one behind, one in the 
middle, and the other in the front. Most of the Nufi 
meikl saw at Egga, wore the tobe: many of them were 
dressed with a cloth, wliich hung somewhat gracefully 
from one shoulder, after the fashion of the Roman to<^a. 
They were, in general, tali' and well made: the fonn 


* The Nufi pe(>[)le have a cicatrix under eacli eye, while the 
Kakandas have three gaslios on tlie cheek ; but even these are not 
iiivarialile. 

TJie custom of painting the eye-lids of a dark blue colour with 
“g^ena” prevails here to a great exttnt indeed; it has been generally 
seen espcciall}' among the females since we left Eboe (Aholi), This 
fashion is alluded to in Jeremiah, ch. iv, 30tli verse, the word eye being 
rendered /arr in the translation. It is also spoken of in 2nd Kings, ix. 30. 
It gives to the eye a calm, soft appearance. The nails are also occa- 
sionally dyed with a leaf called Henna. This is called, in Nuti, 
E'ileh; in Arabic, Hanna.” The galena is generally contained in 
small leathern bottles, with rounded globular bottoms, and long 
narrow necks ; in the stopper of tlie bottle a long pencil is fixed, with 
which the staining of the eye-lids is peiformed. Kohol is the Ambic 
name of this dye. In a note appctuled to Moort^s Lalla Rookh, in 
ex[>lanation of Kohol’s jetty dye” — “ None of these ladies,” says 
Shaw, “take themselves to be completely dressed till they ifave 
tinged the hair and edges of their eyelids wHh the powder of lead 
ore.” Now as this operation is performed ^i*st by dipjiing into the 
powder a small wooden bodkin of the thickness of a quill, and then 
drawing it afterwards through the eyelids over the l>ail of the eye, we 
shall have a lively image of what the prophet (Jer. iv, 30) may be 
supposed to mean, “ bjr renting the face with painting.” This prac- 
tice is no doubt of great anticyiity ; for besides the instance already 
taken notice, we find that when Jezebel is said (2nd Kings, ix. 30) 
to have painted her face, the original words are, she adjusted her eyes 
wdth the powder of lead. 
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of the head, the countenance, the contour of figure, 
and the lighter shade of the colour ,of the shin, 
indicated an intermixture of the Caucasian with the 
Negro race. 

A man may many as many wives as he can afford 
to purchase. The price of a bride is 20,000 cowries, 
which is paid to the parents, the consent of the 
damsel not being at all considered necessary. Tlie 
payment of the moj»ey and a grand feast ratify tlie 
compact. A man may send liis wife away, but he can- 
not make a slave of her, or sell her. The Filatahs marrv 
Nufi women, but never give their women in inarriaire 
to Nufi men. The Filatahs ol)serve the law of the 
Koran with regard to the number of wive.s, never 
having more than four. Mr. Schdn told them, that 
Christian people never took more than one wife: and 
God had so ordered it. I’hey were surj>ri.setl to hear 
that God had so a])pointed it. One man seemed 
particularly struck with this communication ; and 
asked again, and again, “‘If God really had said so." 

fiaturday, October 2nd . — From what Mr. Schdn 
could learn from m/dlams and others, it woidd aj^pear 
that although thcra are nominally two Nufi kings, yet 
all matters of importance are referred to the court at 
Rabbah ; and no chief, of whatever rank, or however 
high in court favour, can enter into a treat}-, or act in 
anyway, without permission .from Sumozariki. The 
burden of his yoke seems to hang heavy on the Nufi 
people ; and they make no secret of the prevalence of 
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a general desire to rid themselves of the usurper. One 
of our interpreters, a Filatah man, foimd out to-day 
that it was generally understood that Mamagia 
Edcfisa, the chief of Egga, and a yotinger br|>ther of 
Sumozariki had resolved to unite their powers to 
remove their common oppressor. It is even said that 
they seriously intend to attack the town of Rabbah 
next mouth. The Yarriba people, w'ho are now also 
tributary to the Filatahs, arc quite ripe to join any 
effort to obtain their former independence. 

The Filatah power has been extending for many 
yqgrs in Africa : they obtained possession in Nufi 
about twenty -three years since, on the occasion of the 
death of King Musa, when a dispute arose as to who 
should succeed him, — a case by no means uncommon 
at the demise of an African king. His son, Mamagia, 
was the first claimant of the throne, and his nephew, 
(sou of his eldest sister,) called Jematu, also became a 
candidate for this honour. Mamagia called in the 
P’ilatah assistance (an uuwfte measure^. “.lematu” 
was killed, but ‘‘Isa'''’ his son, carried on the war, until 


• liRiidor’s account differs from this, Ila says that Edcrissa and 
Mamagia are brothers : that Edcrissa is the eldest, and is the proper 
claimant of the thi-one. In sliort. Lander says that Ederissa actually 
succi'cded his father, and was acknowledged king by the nation. 
Magia or Mamagia, the younger brother, rebelled, and begged the 
assisiance of Bello, the Sult^i of Sokatu, who at once reinforced 
Magia’s rebed army by a body of soldiers. Ederissa was defeated, and 
obliged to leave Nufi. Magia reigned, paying Bello an annual tribute. 
Edcrissa wa's again called to tlie throne, and was deaircAs of expelling 
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ultimately, the kingdom was divided, and both divi- 
sions became a province of the King of Rabbali. 

Edcrissa, more correctly “Ezu Jssa,” lives at present 
at Barr%^ a town said to bo about a day’s joiRney 
higher up on left bank, than Egga. Mamagia dwells 
above Kabbah, at a place called Lakuma or 
Sakuma. 

Sumozariki must be one of the most powerful chiefs 
in Central Africa, »His present territory is groat, and 
he is continually extending his power. lie ])ays 
merely a nominal tribute to Bello*, the reigning sul- 
tan of Sokatu. His own exactions from the Nytis 
and Kakandas arc upon a very dillcrent scale. 

The proper name of Edcrisa, is Isa or Lssa, and Ezu 
signifies King in the Nuli language. ’Die proper 
mode of expression is therefore Ezu lssa, the King 
Issa ; or Ezu Mamagia, the King Mamagia. There 
were several mallams on board this morning; mallams 
so called, but they could not read or write. What 
ministers of religion they must be ! No wonder that 
acnoralgloom hangs over this country. Mr. Sclnin 
found, that though professing Mahometism, they knew 
little or nothing of its tenets, and expressed a strong 


the Filatahs from Nufi. Magia at once perceived hie opportunit3% 
and the Filatahs again joined him, and again defeated Fdcrissa, and 
restored Magia. Magxa was again deposed; and it is probable tliat a 
Filatah ruler has been at Egga ever since. 

* Bello, it is said, is dead, and w'as succeeded by his brother 
Atieko (?) 
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desire to learn of us. They are glad to know that 
we are messeagers of peace. Tliey said, “when we 
heard that white niep were coming, we were afraid of 
warT but since we have heard that you cpme for 
peace, we rejoice.” This must be of God, for the 
mallam of Sokatu has sent letters to iutreat all Fil- 
atah people to “sit and be* quiet.” The white people 
are saying the same thing, so “ this must bo of God.” 
The women unhesitatingly brougl)t their children on 
board to be vaccinated. And the mallams were not 
a little pleased at being taught how to perform the 
opf:ration. 

James Macaulay, one of the Nufi interpreters en- 
gaged at yicn*a Leone, accidentally met with his sister 
in the streets of Egga. This man had been enslaved 
and sold twenty years before, when he was sent down 
to the coast. Her object in coming on board, was to 
see if Ca]>tain Trotter could intercede with the Fil- 
atahs ill her behalf, as they had lately carried off two 
of her children to Sokatu. 

The Krumen wore engaged all day in cutting 
wood on the bank opposite to Egga . 

The weather continues sultry and most oppressive 
during the day. A tornado in the evening was wel- 
comed by all on board, — by the hcalthj’^ as well as by 
the sick. 

George Syme, quartermaster, was added to the 
number dead, in the evening. An examination of the 
body was hurriedly made on the sponson'the follow- 


ing morning. 
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October 3rd . — This day our hopes of penetrating 
further into the interior received a finishing blow. 
Our arduous, enterjirising, and, kind chief, wlio was 
complaining yesterday, has now unmistakeable symp- 
toms of fever.. Commander Bird Allen lies in a very 
critical state, and upwards of twenty others of our 
companions are completely prostrated. In short, of 
the whites at all fit for duty, there remain only one 
seaman, the serjear/t, and one private of marines, 
John Huxley, sick attendant, John Duncan, master- 
at-arms, Mr. AVillie, mate. Dr. Stanger, and myself. 
Mr. AVillie, 1 fear, is not 'altogetlier well. How uijfer- 
tunate is all this ! To be arrested as it wore,, at the 
very threshold of this fine open country, when; the 
mountain ranges — tabular, rounded, and of all forms, 
seen afar, rising majestically on the clear horizon, in- 
vite us with all the interest and attraction that 
belongs to unknown regions. 

But in our present weakened condition, wo arc not 
fit to meet the contingency of getting aground, and 
other difficulties likely to arise, in navigating a com- 
paratively unknown, and now falling river 

The time, therefore, seems now to have arrived 
when there is no rea.sonable jirospcct of our reaching 
Kabbah this season ; and no alternative left us but to 
return to the sea with all possible speed. 

* Dr. Stanger found by tlie marks on shore tliat the water had 
fallen fourteen .inches on the 29th September, and on the oth Octoljer 
not less than three feet. 
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This resolution having been taken in the morning, 
tlie anchor \v§s weighed, and the vessel dropped down 
with the stream, a few miles below Egga, where we 
anetorcd in the evening. ’ 

Those only who were with Captain Trotter from 
first to lust in the Expedition, and had an opportunity 
of obseiTing with M'hat iinccasing zeal, what untiring 
energy he devoted himself to its gi'and objects, can 
form any idea of tlie j^ainful saijrifice stern necessity 
compelled him to make, when he issued the order to 
turn tlie vessers head downwards, and relinquish 
d^'signs, which his benevolent mind had so long and 
so ardent] V cherislied. 

'I’o say more of this excellent man on this trying 
occasion, might ap])ear unseemly. Justice to my own 
feelings, as well as to him, tells me 1 ought not to say 
le.ss. 


Avi:i;A(iKs ok Mkteorolooical Observations taken 

AT AND BELOW EgGA, FROM THE IST TO THE 5TII 

Octobkj:: both da y.s included. (3 r.M.) 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Rogang's opinion of the Model Faim — Illness of the engineers — 
Doctor Stanger volunteers t<i manage the engines — Village of 
Buddu— Kakanda, tributary to the Attah of Iddah — Filutali 
exactions — The captured slaves belonging to the Chief of MuyeTr 
Influence of medical men among the mitivea — Mallain doctors - 
Anxious to introduce vaccination — Native method of cupping— 
One of the officers jumps overboard in a paroxysm of fever-' Saved 
by two Africans — Mr. Lodge, engineer, drowned— Sickness of all 
the Europeans enijdoyed at the Model Establishment — Tlieir 
removal— Prices of provisions— Progre3S down the river — Doctor 
MacWilliam’s trying position— A duku’s kind wishes — Increasing 
sickness of * Albert’s’ crew, and death of Mr Kiiigdon— King Obi 
somewhat redeems liis character by assisting the ‘Albeit’- The 
Aboh chief judgo frightened— Meet the ‘ Ethiope’ — Anxious period 
for Doctors Mac Williams and Stanger— Tribute to Mr. Beecroft for 
Ms generous services — The ‘Albert’ reaches Fernando Po. 

f 

On tlic 5th October Captain Trotter sent Mr. 
Brown to tlie chief of Egga, with a message for the 
King of Rabbah, relative to the objects of the Expe- 
dition, accompanied bj a present, including a print of 
the vcs.scls of the Expedition^ A present was also 
sent to Rogang himself, who was now altogether much 
pleased, and expressed great satisfaction that a mes- 
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sage was to be sent to Sumoraziki, which would 
remove all chalice of his imagining that he (Rogang) 
had in any way prejudiced the captain against him. 

KI?Jgang says that there are rocks obstructing the 
passage in the river, betwixt Rabbah and Boussa, so 

as to prevent canoes passing easily at any time. 

• 

Consequently, people always travel by land when the 
water is low. Rogang also said that canoes cannot 
pass at any time from Rabbah to Yauri; and that 
tlie journey from tlie one place to the other occupies 
about six days. In seven months more, according to 
his* sjatcmeut, the river M'ill be high enough for our 
vessels to go from the sea to Kabbah. Cotton is 
gi'own extensively on the bank opposite to Rabbah. 
Rogang thinks it would bo beneficial to all, for the 
English to make a settlement there, but that the 
pennission of the Rabbah king is to be obtained first. 

The king would like, no doubt, to have the courtesy 
of asking permission paid hinj ; but Rogang does not 
think he w'ould be hostile to the measure, even if 
entered into without his consent beipg first obtained. 

I'ho comparatively civilized state of the inhabitants 
of Rabbah, its position, the enterprising character of 
its ruler, and the present extension of Filatah influ- 
ence throughout the Niger, are valid reasons for 
opening up intercourse with this city'’'^ 


* Rabbah, aucording to Captain Allen’s chart, is 433 mTles from the 
sen; and allowing a steamer to have a speed of eight knots an hour, 
VOL. IT. I 
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Sumoraziki once gained over to our views, and 
Rabbah open to u.s there would follow very little 
difficulty in holding the Atti'jh of Iddah, and Obi, 
king of Abc)h (the only other chiefs of any importance 
in the Niger,) strictly by the terms of the treaties they 
have entered into with us. 

Continued dropping down with the stream until the 
evening, when we anchored near a village. 

Ocfolter Vifh. — Dr. Stanger has undertaken to u-ork 
the engines, with some assistance from klr. Rrowm, 
the only engineer able to move out of bod. The 
steam has accordingly been got up, and wo haA c Lccn 
making good way all day. Mr. Willie is uoav too ill 
to have anv charge, and I have been obliged to attend 
to the duties of the ship, as well as to the sick. 
Captain Trotter is a little better; but Commander 
B. Allen and Lieutenant Stenhouso are both danger- 
ously ill. At half-past twelve, the A’esscl touched the 
ground, but ,by rever.sii\g the engines, was soon got 
from one fathom to three fathoms’ water. About five 
in the afternoon the ves.sel again .struck on a bank 
near Adama Dal ii, but soon got off. Shortly after- 
wards, anchored for the night near the left bank, on 
the opposite side of the river to Buddu, a Kakanda 
town already spoken of. 


»he could reach Rabbah in seven and a quarter days of twelve hours, 
at fall speed. Six days would he required for her return, with 
proper prudence, until the river is better known. 
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Thursday, Octobe)' 7t.h . — Accompauied by Messrs. 
8ch6n and Br8wn, landed in the morning at Baddu, 
for the purpose of having an interview with the chief 
ther^ and putting some queries to him relative to 
the slave trade, the state of the country, and how far 
these were affected by the Filatah incursions. Our 
progress in the boat was occasionally obstructed by 
tall reeds and clumps of bushes of a beautiful papilion- 
aceous plant, {Sesbaniapanctaia), in full blossom, show- 
ing to what an extent the river was here still beyond 
its usual limit ; the space covered by water between 
both ^shores being not under a mile and a half. We 
found that the cliief had left Buddu to be present at a 
palaver at Iddah; but his son, an agreeable young 
fellow, about twenty-eight years of age, soon joined 
us ; and he, as well as some of the headmen, was very- 
willing to answer all our interrogations. We w^ere 
desired to accompany Mamansa and the other head- 
men to the court behind M^mansa’s house, where a 
great number of people crowded round us. When we 
had, after a long exercise of patieupe, obtained some- 
thing like silence, we wei*e able to elicit the fol- 
lowing information relating to points which Captain 
Trotter was desirous of knowing. 

The present Attah of Iddah has ruled nearly four 
years, but the Makauda^ people, a name synonymous 
with what the Africans, especially the Iddah people, 
call “ Tchabbi,” have from time immeipprial been 
subject to the monarch at Iddah, and have paid 

1 ‘2 
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tribute to the Filatahs about ten years. The Att^h, 
although possessing full power over the Kakandas, 
limits his annual exactions to a low rate. A horse is 
all that is demanded ; a tribute so small as to 'seem, 
surely, more for tlic purjiose of keeping up authority, 
than for exercising the power it might entitle the Attiih 
to. The same small tribute is paid at Gori, one of 
the great markets ; more has never been paid, other- 
wise it might have oecn supposed that the Attah had 
of late deemed it prudent to accept an}’ acknowledg- 
ment of allegiance from people a long way from him, 
and under such fearful subjugation to another jigwcr. 
which even menaces himself, namely the Filatahs. 
These inexorable foes paid them a visit three moons 
.since, but they then gave them a sum, and pro- 
mi.sed, in conjunction with the people of Rikido*, on 
the oppo.sitc bank, to pay one hundred thou.sand 
cowries annually. Now, so long as they can afford 
this, the Filatahs will leave them unmolested, but if 
they fail to have it ready at the stated period, then 
they will take people in lieu thereof. The resources 
of the Kakanda people arc at present insufficient to 
insure a constant .supply for Jtheir exactions, and if 
money be not forthcoming, .slaves must be made. 
Hence, so long as Filatah power continues, slavery 


* 1 ire-anns are used by the Filatahs ; each has his musket. 
They have also sjiears and swords, bows and arrows, deadly poisoned. 
In their predatory excursions they are generally on horseback. 
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M'iil exist. It signifies not v'ho are enslaved, but they 
must have the«amount of tribute, ai least. On some 
occasions, the Kakanda people ransom their friends 
fron^the Filatahs. 

Tlie AttMi of Iddah has proclaimed the articles of 
treaty here, though all of them did not seem to be 
acquainted with them. TRe Buddu people candidly 
acknowledged that .they had been great slave-dealers, 
in short, that the trade had been their great source of 
emolument. But now, 'they say, they will not purchase 
more slaves, but only letain the domestic slaves they 
alijcady have. On inquiring *thcir opinion of the na- 
ture of the treaty, and about our ca2)turing the three 
slaves belonging to the chief of Muy^, “Omeh” of the 
Chart, they said, “ You are stronger tlian we are, and 
you can do as you like ; we are willing to obey you.” 
It was answered, that the Queen of England had no 
desire in tliis instance to act with force ; her reason 
was sinqdy to ameliorate the condition ^of the black 
men, and ju’event their being made slaves of; that for 
this end, much trouble was taken now, and had bedli 
taken for many years; much exjicnse iucuiTed; and 
much wdiitc life had been lost. But* the liberation gf 
man from slavery was in accordance with God's law, 
which taught that wo should love God, and our neigh- 
bour as ourselves. They seemed certainly struck with 
Mr. Schbn’s exposition *of the miseries and horrors 
of slavery, and said, “ As far as we are concerned, we 
would give it iqi, and now must do so ; but it would 
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be good if the Filatahs could be persuaded that 
the traffic was bad ; were this the case, they would 
cease to sell us when the tribute was not forth- 
coming/ 

Macaulay, one of our interpreters, had been a slave 
at this very town, and, curious to say, almost the first 
female we met was the woman who sold him. She 
laughed heartily, and seemed delighted at seeing her 
former slave, and wished to present him with a fowl 
if he could stop a little. .She was a stout little 
woman, with some fearful gashes in her face. She 
laughed and said that she was not hitherto aware that 
it was wrong to sell slaves, but after all she never 
w'ished to part with Macaulay ; her husband insisted 
upon it, and, acting upon the doctrine of obedience, she 
gave way to her better half. Macaulay was born at 
Mamagia (Nufi). When a boy he was stolen by the 
Filatahs, and taken by them to Egga, who sold him 
to a mallam of Kakauda, called La-firma, who sold 
him again to the Buddu damsel ; she in turn disposed of 
him to King Obi ; Obi sent him with a canoe load 
of slaves to King Pcppel of Bonny, by whom he was 
sold to a Spani.sh slave ship, which wjis taken by one 
of our cruisers. 

They denied that human sacrifice had ever been 
made by them or their ancestors, even before the 
introduction of Mahome<iisiii. They sacrifice (wnly 
goats, sheep, and fowls, to propitiate the Deity. 

I have been all along very desirous to extend the 
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benefit of vaccination to the tribes of the Niger, and 
have at most^ places vaccinated, and recommended it 
to the mallams on every occasion. 1 explained its use 
to fine or two mallaihs, and to Mamansa, the chief’s 
son. Mamansa was particularly struck with what was 
told him, and at once begged to be sliovn how to 
operate himself. lie insei^ed the lymph into the arms 
of six boys, and really with neatness and skill, although 
I dare say he never saw a lancet before in his life. 
But the people here seem to have great imitative 
power. Before my friend Mamansa made his debut 
as an oi)erator, 1 showed hin^ the mode of proceeding, 
in tw'o cases. He then took tlie lancet, and per- 
formed, with an address that would have delighted 
my friend Dr. Gilliam, of the National Vaccine Insti- 
tution. 

Speaking of vaccination, I would here remark, that 
1 feel confident, that medicine and surgery, judiciously 
exercised, will form important elements in any endea- 
vour to civilize the tribes oiv the banks* of the Niger. 
The same wdll obtain, I believe, throughout Afri^. 
The Africans have the most sacred confidence in the 
powers of medicine. Medical practitioners are nowhere 
more respected. When first I proposed vaccination 
as an efifectual I'eniedy for one of their most direful 
scourges in the dry season, it is true many of the 
mothers listened with doubt, and eventually ran away 
with their children ; but we must not forget the bitter 



120 


NATIVE DOCTORS. 


animosity entertained by enlightened men of the day 
in our ovrn country, against one of the greatest medical 
discoveries ever promulgated to the world. Upwards 
of half a century has passed away, and the prejudice 
against vaccination has not altogether disappeared 
with time. I have said, many of the African mothers 
were doubtful of this new Kemcdy, but great numbers 
staid and submitted their children to the o})oration, 
when its simplicity ^nd after benefits were clearly ex- 
plained to them. 

Although the practice of medicine is in the lowest 
state of degradation, clouded uith all po.ssible super- 
stitions, yet its professors, the mallam.s, arc well pro- 
vided for, and arc even looked up to : especially in the 
Nufi and Kakauda countries. The mallams (chiefly 
from Kabbah.) profe.ss to teach Mohammedanism, and 
to practice the healing art. Charms in the fonn of 
scraps from the Koran, are resorted to in all cases of 
difficulty. They circumcise and scarify when there i.s 
any local pain in the fevei.s of the country. This ritual 
is4performcd at an early age. Their sole instrument 
is a country razor. The mallams are paid acconbng 
to the circumstances of the patients. At Egga, I 
understand a sheep, a goat, and several thousand 
cowries are often the “fee” for one operation. It is 
through the mallams that I entertain strong hopes of 
extending vaccination througlieut Africa, at all events, 
along the banks of the Niger. Desirous as tluy are 
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to add to their importance, they will be quite ready 
to have the hoast of a now operation, which is in itself 
so simple. Self-interest, then, will prompt them to 
attend to vaccination, and in process of time, the 
people themselves will be able to appreciate in some 
degree the value of Jenner’s immortal discovery. 

I liave seen few people in England submit so quietly 
and willingly to medical or surgical treatment as the 
Africans do. I have, for instanoo, proposed to a man 
to be operated upon* for cataract. ITc has sat down. 
I’lie lens has been depressed, and "he has afterwards 
\valkcd quietly into his boatf 

ivjimba, the son of the chief of Muyt^ who was the 
owner of the slaves we took from the canoe on our 
way upwards, came on board with two mallams. They 
were accompanied by tlic slave boy on w'hom T operated 
for cataract. He w'as delighted tliat he could count 
the number of fingers held to his eye, of which he was 
before stone blind. 

Iklamansa, asked me to |five him a cham to pre- 
serve his health and strength. 

Buddu appears to bo the chief town of Kakanda. 
It is situated on the right bank ®f the Niger. The 
town, which consists of two parts, may contain from 
three to four thousand inhabitants. The huts are 
circular, built of clay, and, w’hat I had not before seen, 
on the summit of the eonc of grass which forms the 
roof, there was an eavtlum pot, black and polished, 
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about a foot iu diameter, and two feet deep, inverted. 
This Marmansa said prevented tbe huts, being struck 
with lightning. The people seem to be idle; there 
Avas little doing, and the canoes were of an inferior 
order. Tlie men had their heads shaA'en, generally so 
as to leave two or more circular patches of hair. 
Their dress consisted of the clout only. A few tobes 
were seen. The hair of the women was generally 
arranged in small plaits, hanging round the ears like 
the fringe-work of a curtain; some had the head 
entirely shaved. A man may have as many Avives as 
he can afford to keep. - The skin of some of the 
women Avas here and there stained Avith caniAvood, 
and the galena to the e}'elids seemed to bo common. 

SatchaAv has been fifteen years chief here, but the 
Attah has not as yet thought fit formally to confirm 
him in his appointment. Another chief is talked of, 
but his name is not yet known. 

In the dry season, fevers cany off a great many. 
Small pox also prevails ak Avell as fever, bowel com- 
plaints, and sore eyes. 

Before Ave left, kflimansa presented us with a goat, 
and a large jar of beer, which he said would make a 
good breakfast for us. 

All were glad to hear of our settlement at the con- 
fluenv o, and said they would be happy to go and make 
trade w 1th our people, and seo how they build their 
huts, and how they cultivated the ground. They liked 
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white men, and would be much pleased to see some 
white mallams. About twelve returned to the ship 
and weighed ; steamed till two p.m., tlien dropped down 
below Muy^, (Omeh of the chart), and anchored there 
for the night. 

October 8tli . — Last night about twelve o’clock, while 
snatching a few minutes’ sleep on one of the gun-room 
lockers, I was awoke by a splash in the water, fol- 
lowed by a loud scream. Rusliing on deck, I found, 
to my hon-or, that Mr. Wilmett, one of the sick 
officers, who had been delirious fer some days, had 
contrived, notwithstanding .that he was watched by 
twb black meu, to pusli back the slide of his cabin 
window, and jump overboard. While the boat w'as 
being lowered (which w'as done as soon as possible) 
William (luy, a Gambia man, and Tom Osmond, a 
Kruman, leaped into the river, and sw-am after him. 
Every one w'ho could manage to craw'l w'as instantly 
on deck. 

It W’as pitch dark, and t?ie cries of tlie poor fellow, 
becoming more and more feeble, as he was boing 
carried rapidly down the river 'by the force of the 
current, broke dismally the dead silence of the night, 
and filled all of us w’ith the most fearful anticipations 
as to his fate. 

No one moved or spoke ; the attention of every one 
was kept painfully on* the rack, as the hollow soun4 
of the oars in the rullocks, gradually becoming more 
distinct, denoted that the boat w’as returning. At 
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length, after being kept in a state of torturing anxiety 
for twenty minutes, we again began to breathe freely, 
when she came alongside with our shipmate, whom we 
had all but given ttp for lost. 

The Africans, guided by Wilmett’s cries, had fol- 
lowed him close, but did not come up with him until 
they were a mile below the ship. They contrived to 
hold him on until the boat dropped down and j)icked 
them up''\ 

Weighed anchor at six A.M., and dropped down with 
the stream a few miles, while the steam was being got 
up. The Victoria Range was soon in sight; and as 
all knew that it was not far from the conflueijce,^ tlicre 
was general joy throughout the ship. 

A gloom, however, was thrown over the ship this 
forenoon a little past eleven. Mr. Lodge, the second 
engineer, who had for a week been labouring under 
fever, had manifested on tiie evening before some 
symjitoms of delirium, and he was, as a matter of 
precaution, restrained in h!s cot. In the morning he 
wa* quite quiet and sensible, but complained of being 
bound. In the forenoon he asked me for a drink, and 
looked perfectly collected. In ten minutes afterwards 
he got out of his cot uiiperccivcd (which was on the 
poop under an awning and an inverted basket boat) 
and jumped overboard. Strange to say, although 


* Both ino8t deservedly received the diploma and hoiioraiy silver 
medallion from the Royal Humane iSocicty of Loudon. 
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there were four oificers in cots close to him, they did 
not hear hifti move, nor did the sick attendants who 
were on the spot, J*oor fellow, he kept up for some 
tiTne. The boat was dropped astern, but it was 
doomed that he was not to be rescued, for he sunk 
and never reappeared. 

We were obliged to stdp frequently during the day, 
being often in one and a half fathoms’ water, and 
getting on shore Arith a falling ri^'cr, is, under present 
circumstances, too fearful to contemplate,. 

In the afternoon several large crocodiles were seen 
on the banks, some of them* not less than twenty feet 
long. Dr. Stangcr fired at one of them and struck it 
near, the neck. The ball, however, glanced off, as the 
monster quietly took to the water, and made for tlie 
rushes immediately afterwards. 

Some of the views, on the right bank particula)-ly, 
have been of the most beautiful kind. Looking up 
some of the lateral branches, the eye^ beheld a long 
vista (so to speak) of water, threading itself through 
interminable green groves. I know nothing in nafure 
with which to compare what I ha^'O seen of this kind 
of scenery, during the last two days. Were we only 
blessed with health ! 

At this period the anxiety of Dr. Stanger and 
myself for the safety of the vessel, and our mental 
anguish at seeing nearly all our shipmates in a help- 
less condition, cannot be expressed. ^ 

Captain B. Allen was seemingly sinking in the 
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course of the afternoon ; but lie rallied towards the 
evening. 

At six P.M. anchored about six miles above the Con- 
fluence. 

Ocfbher 9th . — There was a very heavy tornado last 
night, followed by a pelting rain. At five in the 
evening it was beautifully 'clear ; and as all were 
anxious to ascertain the condition of our friends at 
the model farm, the Vessel was got under weigh by six 
o’clock, and was dropjiing with the current when, in 
rounding a point, she was carried among the bushes ; 
but there being three fathoms’ water, did not toucl; 
the ground. A hedge was carried out from tho lar- 
board bow to the middle stream and weighed, by 
which means the vessel got clear. The steam was got 
up soon' afterwards, and at about eight we were 
gratified bj- a .sight of the Eglinton 'rent, a consjii- 
cuous object on Stirling Hill. 

The quantity of cleared land, the advance made in 
the building of the superintendent’s house, and the 
cheerful aspect of the whole place, seemed to indicate 
a degree of prosperity and industry that induced us 
to think that he arid his companions had been mer- 
cifully protected from disease ; but our hopes hero 
were again doomed to disappointment. 

No sooner was the anchor dropped than Dr. Stanger 
and I proceeded on board the ‘Amelia,’ and found 
there Mr. Kingdon, schoolmaster, in the low stage of 
fever; and Mr. Ansell, the gardener, lying in his cot 
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with the same disease. On shore no better tidings 
awaited us;* for there also Mr. Carr, the superin- 
tendent, was found taonfined to his bed. He had been 
ilf ten days, and was still in a vej^ doubtful state. 
In such circumstances the course to be adopted was 
soon determined upon. Captain Trotter was still 
much indisposed; but I communicated m3" wishes to 
him relative to the s^ipcrin ten dent and the two Euro- 
peans, as well as m3" ideas i^garding the future 
management of tlie settlement. He desired me to 
act, as under existing circumstances I best saw fit; 
and being confirmed in my 02>inion by that of Dr. 
Stanger, it was resolved at once to remove Mr. Carr, 
Mr. Kingdon, and Mr. Ansell, on board the ‘Albert,’ 
where they would have the benefit of medical assist- 
ance, in addition to that likely to accrue from change 
of climate. The natives had on all occasions been 
most fricndl3^ to the settlers; and labour and pro- 
visions in abundance were ^asily procured at moderate 
prices. We therefore had no hesitation in jilacing 
Ralph Moore, an American negi’O emigrant, whom^re 
got at Liberia, and a man of steadiness and respecta- 
bility, in the temj>orary charge of the model farm, 
with Ncezer, a negro printer, from Sierra Leone, to 
look after the stores, and otherwise to assist him in 
the management of the establishment ; consisting of 
twenty negro men, women, and children, from Sierra 
Leone. 

The ‘ Amelia’ was left for the protection of the 
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settlers, in charge of Thomas King, an intelligent man 
of colour, and tM'clve blacks, among whom was Wil- 
liam Guy, a steady and good seaman. 

King had jo^ed our expedition at Sierra Leone, 
and His conduct had, in addition to the excellent 
character given him by Mr. Schbn, been sucli, as to 
entitle him to every confidence. 

Durincr the whole of the dav all available hands 
were emi>loyed in itroviding the settlement and shij^ 
with provisions to last nine month.s, and cowries to 
purchase enough for three months more, getting wood 
on boai-d, and making arr&ngement.s for oiir departure 
the following morning. 

Mr. Moore had forty natives employed on the farm, 
in addition to the artificers and agriculturists brought 
from Sierra Leone. Eleven acres of ground M ere 
cleared, and he pui’]^osed planting cotton in a few 
days, and from the nature of the soil, ho anticipated 
very good crops■•^ 

He said the natives M'cre anxious to be on the most 
fri&ndly terms Avith the settlors, and Avorked readily on 


* Some of the natives brought specimens of cotttin on board, wliicli 
looked well. According to Dr. Slariger, the soil of Stirling Jlill, 
and as far up the river .as was explored, is composed of horizontal 
sandstone^ becoming more highly ferruginous as we ascend. At 
Stirling Hill the iron occurs in the foion of pea iron ore.” Tlio valleys 
and flats are in general covered witli a rich vegetable mould. The 
ground subjected to the temporary inundation of the river is generally 
left more or less swampy. 
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the farm for cowries to the amount of three-pence per 
day. 

Mr. Oarr established with the natives the following 
tanif of prices for the several ar%des undermen- 
tioned, viz. : — 

Sterling money. 


For goats (milch) 

1000 cowries 

Is. 

^d. 

„ ditto (not milch) 

800 

^5 

1 

0 

„ sheep (full grl^n) 

1000^ 


1 

5 

„ fowls (large) 

100 


0 

n 

„ ditto (small) 

80 

>> 

0 

1 

„ ducks (Muscovy) 

.200 


0 

3 

ji, eggs from 5 

to 10 




„ yams (per cwt.) 

400 


0 

6 

„ tobacco, good. 





(per 10 lbs.) 

500 

>9 

0 

H 


All the above articles were to be had in abundance. 
Mr. Oarr said the tobacco was superior to the Ame- 
rican tobacco. 

In the aftcraoon a large canoe, loaded with goods 
of various kinds, passed upwards f<^r the Kirri market! 

Sunday, October \Qth . — The monxing broke beau- 
tifully, after heavy rain during the night. At six 
o’clock I was on shore, and while preparation was being 
made for the embarkation of JStlr. Oarr, I walked to 
the summit of Stirling Hill to take a last look at the 
lovely scenery of the Confluence. 

The morning was perfectly still, and tl^ere was a 
fresh coolness of the atmosphere, now remarkably 

VOL. II. K 
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clear after the rain. While looking upon these great 
highways for the advance of civilization into the 
interior of Africa — the Niger, with its riclx tropical 
vegetation, andjbho more open and broad expanse of 
the Tchadda, flowing smoothly from the eastward, with 
the hills in the far distance to the northward and 
eastward, 1 could not but grieve that such a country 
was about to be abandoned by (^'ilizcd man ; and that 
an enterprise whicli' had originated in the most noble 
of luiman motives, with all appliances that human 
ingenuity and human foresight could devise for a suc- 
cessful issue ; with success granted, for a while, even 
to our utmost wishes, was now, alas ! doomed to so 
melancholy a termination. 

Deeply impressed with the sublimity of the scene, 
and with a feeling of thankfulness that during the sad 
reign of sickness and death, some of us were still 
mercifully protected, I returned to the settlement, 
where my thoughts were .soon engaged in the more 
immediate and pressing occupation of making prepa- 
ration to resutne the downward voy age, 

10 A.M. — Having completed all arrangements, and 
delivered written orders to the persons left in charge 
of the farm and ship respectively, the sick were 
brought on board the ‘ Albert at a quarter past ten 
the steam was up, and the anchor weighed. At noon 
we were oflT Adda Kudu. At two I’.M. at Ikori market, 
and shortly afterwards at the Bird Rock, where the 
water seemed to have fallen several feet. The current 
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was strong tliroughout; and in the afternoon at half- 
past five, wo* were off the cliffs at Iddah. At six, 
anchored two miles* below Iddah. Commander B. 
Aflon was in a very languid low state ; but sufficiently 
sensible to exj)rcss his gratification at the hopes of 
being soon out of the river. Our rapid progress during 
the day inspired all the 'patients with new hopes. 
Our only marine capable of duty was, however, added 
to the sick list in the evening. '^Running about the 
deck all day managing the ship, (with the assistance 
of Brown, the negro clerk, who was in the Niger witl) 
Lander,) and looking after the patients, 1 was fain to 
lay myself down at night, and enjoy a few liours sleep. 
1’he state of the sick, however, required my being called 
several times during the night. Mr. Willie has been 
delirious during the afternoon, 

October l\th . — In the morning our old friend 
Adaku, the Attah’s son, came on board, accompanied 
by two mallams, to know ‘‘what was .the matter 1’' 
Why we had not, as friends of the AttMi, “ anchored 
in his waters, near to his town,” as we had done 
before. The AttMi* had desired them to say, “ he 

* This term was nowlierc used in the Nipper except at Iddali. Its 
identity with the Greek word Arrd,” signifying father, chief, or one 
to he looked upon with respect, will at once be remarked. But it 
appears that “ Attah” as expressive of ‘‘ father*' is very common in 
many languages. However, it is not considered a word which one 
language borrows from anotlier, but rather what is called a word of 
organic origin ; i.e., a word that exists in language, independent of 
any philological connexion. 
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never liked his friends to be far from him when they 
were in his neighbourhood,” and begged vhat we would 
return “ to near Iddah.” On being told that our only 
object in leaving the river so hastily was to restore the 
health of our people, many of whom w'ere sick ; they 
said, “ That is quite enough ; w e must hasten ashore, 
and tell the Attiih what you say, as he is very anxious 
to know why you, as his friends, have not called to see 
him.” Aduku saiu, his father, the Attah, was much 
pleased that we had taken the slave canoe, and libe- 
rated the slaves, and that “what we bad done w'as 
quite proper.” Aduku lioped “ that God would soon 
make the captain and all the people well ami added, 
that his father would send a bullock and yams to the 
people at the Confluence. 

We soon after weighed; at half-past 3, p.m., were at 
Adamugu ; at seven, anchored off the village At- 
chaba, a sliort aa ay below Kirri or Onye market. 1 
was sorry to observe that our excellent and indefati- 
gable chaplain, Mr. Schoii, was far from being well 
during the day. Dr. Stanger was a good deal ex- 
hausted in the evening, from being hard at w'ork in 
the engine-room ali day. Mr. Brown, the only engi- 
neer able at all to move, rendered Dr. Stanger what 
assistance he could. 

Tuesday, October \2th. — There was a heavy squall, 
with thunder and lightning in the morning, followed 
by a thick haze, which prevented our weighing until 
ten o’clock. When at the northern end of Bullock’s 
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Island, about mid-day, we saw seven huge hippopotami 
in the mud,* on the left bank of the river. Some 
showed their heads •only, while the enormous backs 
of* others were distinctly visible above the water. 

At five r.M. to our great joy anchored off Aboh, where 
we were soon surrounded by upwards of a hundred 
canoes. I’hc vociferations and cheers of the natives 
welcoming us back, although "^cl^ meant, were most 
annoying to the sick. Atchi, Obi's favourite son, was 
soon on board, and on being told that m’C were anxious 
to leave the river as soon as possible, immediately wont 
oa shore, and sent a large canoe-load of wood on board 
the same evening by moonlight, promising to complete 
us in the morning. Within the last day or two there 
has been some murmuring, and manifestations of being 
troublesome, among our black .crew. I told John 
Duncan, the master-at-arms, who reported their pro- 
ceedings to me, to keep a good look-out, and say 
nothing. 

Wednesday, October 13M. — At two in the morning^ 
Mr. Kingdon, who had been taken on board at the 
Confluence in a very low state, expired. At six, Mr. 
Schbn and I proceeded to the Island of Afgub, to 
bury our deceased shipmate ; but the waters had 
risen so high, and the land was so overflooded and 
swampy, that we could _uot effect a landing there 

* When we were at Aboh on the 2(5th August tlie river was still 
rising. So it was at Iddah niid the Confluence. At Egja it began to 
i'all on the 25tb September, and, as has already been noticed, it had 
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After an hour’s hard pulling, ■vve reached a small 
creek on the left bank, where a native offered to show 
us where we might easily land... Following him up 
the creek, the boat grounded, w'hen the body was flut 
into a canoe in which we proceeded a considerable 
distance ; and at length succeeded in digging a 
grave, near a small village, in which were deposited 
the remains of poor Kingdon. He lies near to an 
enormous “ bombax ’ tree, at tlie end of the village 
furthest from the creek. The natives came around 
us, and watched, seemingly with great interest, every 
movement — from the breaking of the ground, until 
the conclusion of the burial-service. 1 happened to 
have a few brass rings in my pocket, which I distri- 
buted among the women, who seemed mightily pleased 
and somewhat astonished at my liberality. On re- 
tuniing on board from oui melancholy duty, we found 
King Obi sitting in the gun-room at breakfast, habited 
in his scarlet jacket, and, loose flowing trowsers of the 

same colour. He relished the fowl, rice, and coffee 
« 

exceedingly; and handled his knife and fork as if ho 
had been accustomed to them all his life. 

fallen on the 5th October not less than three feet. At tlic Bird Rock, 
Jddah, and much lower down, the marks and fluviatik debris on the 
banks indicated a fall, although to what extent was not ascer- 
tained. But Mr. Scholl, who lauded^ at Abbh on the 12th October, 
found the river suflicieiitly high to enable him to reach the entmiice 
of Obi's palace in the boat, which in August involved a quarter of an 
hour’s dirty walk. lie considered that the river had risen at least 
three feet, owing to the heavy rains which fall here in October. 
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There were about a hundred canoes alongside, and 
the noise of .the people chatting and hallooing was 
incessant. Obi and his people had brought off abun- 
dance of wood for us, besides goats* fowls, yams, and 
plantains, in return for which he had a present of 
some scarlet cloth and cowries. Obi’s prompt assist- 
ance to us on this occasion was of the highest impor- 
tance. He is decidedly a fine character, and assuredly 
did not discredit the high opinion we had akeady 
formed of him‘"^ 

It woidd not have been pnident or just to have 
made Obi, or any other savage with such means as he 
liad ’at hand, acquainted with the full extent of our dis- 
tress, so lie ■was not invited to go over any j^art of the 
sliip except the captain’s cabin and tlie gun-room ; nor 
were any but his son and a few of his personal 
attendants allowed to accompafiy him on board. lie 
gave expression to great sympathy and pity, when he 
saw Oaptain Trotter, Commander B. Allen, and the 
other officers sick in the caCin. 

Simon Jonas, oui* Ab6h interpreter, who, at the 


* I speak thus of Obi, with a full knowledge of his detention of the 
Landers, until they were ransomed by King Boy of Brusstown ; an 
act, on the part of Obi, which cannot be too highly deprecated. But 
some allowance is due to a savage like Obi, who, on the unprecedented 
and extraordinary occasion having tw’^o white men in his pow-er, 
took advantage of circumstances, and exacted from them a much 
higher amount of tribute than was paid by ordinary strangers in 
passing through his territory. 
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earnest request of Obi, Lad been for some time left at 
Aboh, (baring been sent fi*om tbe Confluence in the 
Soudan,) returned to the ‘ Albert’ this morning, and 
gave a very favouiablc account o^ liis reception by Qbi 
and his people during his stay at Ab6h. They all 
were anxious to hear him speak of the Christian 
religion, and of everything white men knew. 

It was a rule with Dr. Stanger and myself, to 
arrange on the pi\xious evening, after considering 
what was to be done, the hour of starting on the 
morrow. Ten o’clock was the time lixed for our 
departure from A boh ; and so rigorously was the 
custom observed, that the vessel was under w(!ig]i'just 
as the bell struck the hour ; when it was discovered 
that Obi’s chief judge, who had been conversing Mith 
some of the black crew in the fore part of the vessel, 
u as still on board. 

His Lordship evidently apprehended we were about 
to make an unceremonious abduction of his person 
down the river ; for without waiting to have the 
engines stopped for a minute, he made a rather un- 
dignified leap overboard, his countenance exliibiting 
an expression of unmingled terror. For a mIuIc he 
was seen floating astci n, M’ith his ample white robe 
inflated, balloon like, round his body ; but was soon 
j)ickcd up by one of Obi’s canoes. 

At twelve o’clock we were at the Warrcc branch on 
the right bank, and shortly afterwards at Truro Island. 
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At a number of the villages we passed during the day, 
the confidence and friendly disposition of the natives 
were shown, by their having canoe-loads of wood, 
ready to be launched and brought •off to us. Many 
largo canoes with palm oil were seen, belonging chiefly 
to King Pcppcl of Bonny. 

At three p.m., when near Stirling Island, a steamer, 
which we at once perceived did not belong to the 
Expedition, was seen coining up tli<f river at full speed ; 
we were soon close to her ; and in a very short time 
Captain Beecroft came alongside from the ‘ Ethiope,’ 
(Mr. Jamieson’s vessel,) for* such she was. lie at 
oncc''x),ffercd any assistance in his power ; and it was 
finally arranged that he was to send his engineer on 
board the ‘ Albert’ next morning ; and that the 
‘ Ethiope’ was to return with us, taking the lead, as 
Captain Beecroft had a perfect knowledge of the river. 
Both vessels anchored for the night. Captain Trotter 
much better ; Commander B. Allen, Lieutenant Sten- 
liouse, and Mr. Webb very low, and one of the mai'ines 
fast sinking. 

Thursday, October lith. — Both* vessels weighed at 
six in the morning. The weather was beautiful 
throughout the day, and our progress downwards was 
rapid. In the afternoon, the re-appearance of the 
mangrove on both banks above Sunday Island, pro- 
claimed that we were once more within the influence 
of the tide. At six in the evening we both anchored 
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off Barracoon Point at the mouth of the Nun. The 
sight of the open sea acted like a charm upon every 
one*. 

Fnday, October \bth . — Sent a party of Kruiucn 
on shore to cut u ood. The rigging was set up, 
and other preparations made, for sea. The Krumen 
brought on board five gjUcy loads, and Captain 
Beecroft supplied one canoe load of wood ; in all, 
sufficient for nine *jilays’ consumption. The ‘ Selina,' 
an English merchant-schooner, now here, has lost 
nearly all hands in this and some of the other rivers. 
Letters were put on beard of her, for Lieutenant 
Strange, in case he should arrive here in the ‘ Sondan' 
after our departure ; and at Captain Trotter’s request 
1 wrote a letter of thanks to the Commander of the 
‘Dolphin’ (Lieutenant Littlehalcs), for his proinj>titude 
in taking the sick of the sejuadron sent down the river 
on to Ascension, which was also put on board the 
‘ Selina.’ 

Saturday, October \Gth . — At five in the morning 
Ciiptain Beecroft came on board, and as the steam was 
up, we weighed immediately. When just within the 
bar, the ‘Soudan!, was seen outside. The bar was 
crossed in comparative <piiet ; and after an inter- 
change of anxious inquiries with the ‘Soudan,’ the 


* 'J1ie mangroves (llliizopliora) and the other vogetahles, with which 
they live constantly in society, perish as the ground dries, and they 
are no longer battled witli salt water . — {JlumiioldVs Personal Nar- 
ratirc^ vol. ii. }>. 
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three vessels steamed on towards Fernando Po. 
George Cole, marine, who had been attacked with 
fever at Egga, died in the forenoon. Captain Trotter 
was much better ; but Commander Allen, Lieutenant 
Stcnliouse, Mr. Webb, and Mr. Willie, were very low. 
Weather very fine, and the difference of atmospherical 
temperature since leaving the river, was of most sen- 
sible benefit to all, more especially to the sick. For 
the last few days I have had a l<tirning sensation in 
the limbs, with headache and occasional giddiness. 1 
had the same feelings at the Confluence ; but intense 
mental occupation gave me no time to heed them. 

S'mday, October \^ih . — Was on deck during the 
gi'cater part of the night Avith Captain Bcccroft, where 
I slept soundly upon a chair. In the forenoon, the 
dark outline of the mountain of Fernando Po was 
seen through the haze which huflg over the land. At 
twelve, wo were close in with the shore ; at three p.m., 
opened the anchorage of Clarence Cove, where we 
came-to a little past four. 

Thus terminated the perilous descent of the Nigisr, 
which from the extraordinary cohibination of circum- 
stances attending it, can ncA^cr b(^ forgotten by those 
who lived to see it concluded. 

Every horn*, from the time we left Egga, until our 
arrival at Fernando Po, seemed to give birth to 
events calculated to excite the warmest sympathies of 
oiu* nature, and to occupy our minds with the most 
intense anxiety, in calling upon us for Resources that 
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were alien to our former habits, as well as for those 
with which we were familiar. No survivor in the 
‘ Albert’ can but feel a devout thankfulness, tliat Dr. 
Stanger was enabled to continue at his \inusual a'hd 
onerous duties in the engine-room ; and that I was 
permitted health to remain on deck, and M'ith the 
admirable chart of the Niger by Captain W. Allen, 
and with the assistance of Brown the negro clerk, to 
conduct the vcssclHin safety, until both of us were 
relieved by falling in with assistance when we least 
exiiected it. 

To Captain Beccroft, T wish I could pay a tribute 
worthy of his prompt and noble conduct. C/ j^taiu 
William Allen, anxious about the fate of the ‘Albert,’ 
and from his previous fearful experience of the Niger, 
dreading the worst, was desirous that Beccroft, then at 
Fernando Po in the ‘ Ethioja!,’ should ascend the 
Niger, and render what assistance we might stand in 
need of. The wish was no sooner made known, than 
he at once weighed for the river, 'fhe timely aid he 
r«idcrcd us, can be fully appreciated only by those 
who were in the position to feel the full force of its 
value.” 

[It may be necessary to inform the reader of the 
foregoing extracts from my Journal, that although 
they were w ritten at a time more fertile in events, and 
w'hen objects of daily intercs't were perhaps more 
numerous than during any other period of the Expedi- 
tion, it was not possible for me, in the peculiar and 
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distressing situation in which I was soon placed, to 
make copious*notcs of incidents as they occurred, or 
to bestow the attention to many particulars brouglit to 
m/ notice, that their importance deserved. 

Tliesc observations are made, with the view of, in 
some degree, accounting for the scantiness of the 
harvest from so rich a fielA] 

J. 0. McAV. 



CHAPTER V. 

The ‘Albert’s* sick landAl at Fernaiulo Po — Dcatli of Mr. Willie — 
Condition of the sick— Captain Trotter’s sufferiiij^s J)octor Mc- 
W’illiam attacked witli river fevtM* — Death of Coininander Ilird 
Allen — Tribute to bis memory — Kru sympathy — An interestin'^ 
scene — Death of Lieutenant Stenhouso — Further mortality— De- 
parture of Mr. Carr for the Model Farm — C'aptain 'J'rt»ttev^ leavers 
for England — The smokes — Agreeable effects of tornadoes — Death 
of Doctor Vogel — Ills unwearied exertions and zeal in the cause of 
science — Kind attentions recciv'ed hy the Expedition from Mr. 
Wlnte and the other residents at Clarence — Tlic ‘Albert’ leaves 
Clarence Cove for Ascension — I’assagc — A sliort acc(»unt of the 
Niger fever — Modes of treatment— <iuinine strongly recommended — 
Probable causes of the fever — Influence of diet. 

On the arrival of ILlSl.S.V. ‘Albert’ at Clarence 
^OTO, Fernando Po, Dr. ^McWilliam lost no time in 
having the sick removed on shore, the large store- 
rooms above the liouse.s of the West African Company 
having been at once adapted for the reception of the 
seamen and marines, by Mr. White, the agent, who, 
with Mr. Ilcnsman, the medical resident, most con- 
siderately gave up their own private dwellings for the 
use of the sick officers. Captain Trotter, still in a 
state of extreme debility, Commander Bird Allen and 
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Lieutenant Stenhouso evidently both far beyond all 
hope of recovery, were taken to the so-called Govern- 
ment House. Several of tlie junior officers were 
alSb in great danger, especially Mes*srs. W. II. Webb, 
mate, and W. Wilmett, clerk. Mr. AVillie, mate, who 
bad for some days been in a most critical state, gra- 
dually sunk, in spite of all the means used, and expired 
the evening of his landing. He was deeply regretted, 
being not only of an amiable fran^ disposition, but an 
excellent officer. l*oor fellow! the fever seized him 
when all the other c.xecutives were prostrate, and feel- 
ing tliat much depended on his exertions, ho continued 
at hi^'«dnty in spite of tlie remonstrances of his medical 
fricmls, and it was only wlien both strength and reason 
forsook him that he j ielded. lie never complained of 
pain, always saying he felt quite well; while the 
symptoms — continued heat and dryness of the skin, 
anxious manner, and nervous tremors — shewed too 
clearly the course the malady was taking. His remains 
were buried near those of kindred spirits. 

Immediately on the arrival of the ‘Soudan,’ MfT 
Thomson, acting-surgeon of that vessel, was sent on shore, 
to assist Hr. McAVilliam, who was beginning to feel the 
effects of his late extraordinary exertions ; and situated 
as the sick now were, in three different houses, at some 
distance from each other, it required no ordinary 
amount of strength to vTsit them as frequently as their 
cases demanded. The climate, too, was then extremely 
variable ; the sun at one moment bursting out with a 
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trulj African force, then as quickly succeeded by heavy 
showers, while at night the latter, and the noxious 
land-breeze offered but an indifferent exchange for the 
noon-day heat. 

Mr. Woodhousc, acting assistant-surgeon of the 
‘Albert,’ was added to the list of fever cases. He had 
lately been serving for a fe^.* days in the ‘Soudan.’ 

22n(/. — This evening Robert Milward, purser’s 
stewaid, expired after a rather protracted illness. 
Some of the sick were beginning to improve, but many 
were still in extreme danger, particularly Commander 
B. Allen and Lieutenant Stcnhouse ; both of these were, 
however, in a most sati.sfactory state of miiv^.‘ and 
whenever the absence of delirium permitted, the Rev. 
J. Schdn read to them, and afforded spiritual consola- 
tion. Dr. Prince and Mr. Clarke, Baptist Missionaries, 
who had formerly known Captain B. Allen in the 
West Indies, were also unremitting in their attentions. 

Captain lYotter continued to be much debilitated, 
worn to a shadow by his late attack, and the anxiety 
t<f all the past distressing circumstances preying on his 
mind. To add to his danger, his case was complicated 
with a painful inflammatory complaint, M'hich required 
active cupping; but throughout his trying illness he 
never lost sight of those intrusted to his care ; his own 
sufferings seemed to be altogether forgotten in his 
anxiety for the welfare of the” Expedition, and in the 
hope of yet being able to carry out the great designs 
of its originators. 
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23rrf. — All those who were not in a hopeless state 
on their arrifal seemed to have benefited by the 
change ; several of tl^e others were however, hovering 
bel^pccn life and death. Dr. McWiUiain, who had so 
unceasingly exerted himself for the welfare of others, 
was to-day obliged to relinquish his duties. It seemed 
as if the exciting circumstances under which he had 
been placed, by keeping both mind and body so much 
engaged, had tended to ward off fot a time the threat- 
ened fever. He had evidently been suffering from the 
jircraonitory symptoms of the attack for several days, 
but he was averse to lay up as long as he could be of 
any a'^pjstancc. The medical duties now devolved on 
Mr. Thomson. 

2oth . — This morning Commander Bird Allen de- 
parted this life, to the deep, deep regret of all who 
knew him ; and those only could justly appreciate the 
many admirable qualities blended in his character. 
As an officer, — ^bravc, talented, and enterprising, — ^he 
united the fullest decision of purpose with the utmost 
gentleness of disposition, and with all his zeal for the' 
public serv’icc he never overlooked the happiness of 
those who were under his command. * In all his suffer- 
ings not a murmur or expression of complaint escaped 
his lips, and his conversation, during rational moments, 
turned more on the state of others than himself. 
Strong in the faith of tliose promises which had been 
his guide in the time of health, he breathed forth his 
gentle spirit, affording another memorable instance 

VOL. IT. L 
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that a man may be a brarc, efficient officer and a sin- 
cere Christian. ,, 

We must not forget to mention that prior to enter- 
ing the river Nun, Commander B. Allen had expreiised 
to one of his officers his presentiment that he was 
never to come out of it alive : he did so however, but 
only to mingle his dust with others who, like himself, 
had staked all in their desire to serve “ the land of the 
negro.” Yet, whilfe there survives one of the number 
concerned with him in that perilous enterprise, his 
memory will be revered and beloved. 

Ilis remains were deposited in the quiet secluded 
spot near Lander’s, Mr, Schbn performing the. burial 
service. In consequence of the general sickness only 
tM'O or three white persons were enabled to pay the 
last sad tribute of respect ; but his name as “ a friend 
of Africa” had become known to the black residents of 
the settlement, and numbers of them followed the little 
procession, evidently sensible of their loss. 

— Lieutenant Stenhouse and Mr. Wilmett con- 
'tinued in a most critical state. Dr. McWilliam was in 
a high state of fever, and Captain Trotter decidedly 
worse, the loss 'of Commander Bird Allen having 
given him a severe shock. Messrs. Webb and 
Fairholme were very slowly recovering strength, 
and some of the others, beginning to clamour for 
increased diet, — a sign of coiivalesoencc. To-day the 
Krumcn, who had hitherto been employed on board 
the vessels, were allowed to come on shore, and one of 
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their first acts was to visit the sick oflScers and men at 
the different ^louses. They walked quietly into the 
several apartments, kqpeUng down near those they were 
ac^^ainted with, gently pressing the sufferer’s hand, and 
whispering, in their broken English, a word of comfort, 
or the sympathy so plainly written on the counte- 
nance. It W'as, indeed, a* most interesting sight to 
witness such a display of considerate feeling on the 
part of those untutored childrenT of nature,’ w'hoso 
almost naked, stalwart, black figures were in strong 
contrast to the gentleness of manner, and commisera- 
tion evinced on that occasion. In all the difficulties 
of the Expedition how nobly these fine fellows behaved; 
even amid the absence of discipline unavoidable by the 
sickness of all their superiors, not one case of insubor- 
dination or neglect of duty occurred among them ; and 
truly their conduct showed how sincere were their ex- 
pressions, “Kru-boy like w'hite man too much,” “where 
white man go, Kru-boy must go, only he too much 
sorry, see good white friend die.” 

2Sth . — Lieutenant David Hope Stenhousc breathed 
his last early this morning, after an illness of upwards 
of a month, throughout which he malufested the same 
excellent disposition that had distinguished him in 
health, and caused him to be appreciated among all his 
naval friends. In his death, he did but exchange 
bright earthly prospects, Tor the imperishable honours 
of another world. His remains were interred near 
those of Commander Bird Allen : the fever in both 

L 2 
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cases having run almost an identical course ; low and 
typhoid in its character, with scarce any remission, 
and resisting every method of relief. The death of 
Lieutenant Stehhousc was another sad blow ‘'to 
Captain Trotter, whose health was still in a most 
precarious state. 

30fh. — Assistant-Surgeon Woodhouse, in whom the 
fever presented from the first, the insidious symptoms 
of a dangerous state, was fast drawing to the con- 
clusion of his earthly career. Tins morning, being 
evidently dying, lie received the solemn ritual of the 
sacrament, administered by the llev, J. Scln’in, and' a 
few hours afterwards the fatal disease terminalbd his 
existence ; he too, no doubt, benefited by the great 
change, and rose above all earthly promotions. The 
sun, whose rising beams at morning flickered in the sick 
man’s chamber, threw his evening rays over the newly- 
made grave of another far beyond the reach of care, 
lie was burit'd the same day before sunset. It may 
be interesting to his numerous friends to know, that 
“those amiable and generous qualities which had en- 
deared him to them prior to entering the service, 
never deserted hihi. 

November 2nd . — Except Captain Trotter, Doctor 
Me William, and Mr. Wilmctt,who were still dangerously 
ill, the sick generally were convalescing slowly, under 
more generous diet, and a moderate quantity of 
light, bitter ale ; the difficulty was, however, to pro- 
cure sufficient quantity of fowls or fresh meat for 
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them : and even then, the preparation of food for so 
many in a way suited to the fastidious taste of sick 
people, was no easy matter, — there being no white man 
capable of the occupation, — so that tiic cuisine became 
an unavoidable addition to the medical duties; fortu- 
nately Mr. Mouat, clerk, had been under a professional 
gentleman for some year^ knew a good deal about 
dispensing and the use of medicines, and being now 
convalescent, rendered the greatesitr assistance to Mr. 
Thomson. Morgan Kinson, one of the throe belonging 
to the ‘Albert’ who had hitherto escaped, was added 
iQ the long list of the sick. 

On the r)th November, II.M. stcara-vcssci ‘ Pluto,’ ar- 
rived at Fernando Po. bringing back Lieutenant Fish- 
bourne, and Mr. Bowden, secretary, both of whom had 
improved so much by their trip at sea in the ‘ Wil- 
bcrforcc,’ as to be enabled to return . The former was 
now appointed acting-commander of ‘ Soudan,’ by Cap- 
tain Trotter, in the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of Commander Bird Allen* Mr. Carr, agent and 
superintendent of the model fann, having recovered* 
his health, requested Captain Trotter to allow him 
again to proceed up the river, to resume his duties, 
which was very unudllingly granted on account of 
the dangers attendant on the route suggested. Mr. 
Wilmctt, clerk, was buried to-day, near his former 
companions, having becil fairly worn out, poor fellow, 
by an incessant watchfulness and delirium, which had, 
for the last fortnight particularly, kept him without 
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repose; it had latterly become so distressing to all 
the other sick officers, that it was necessary to remove 
him to a separate house. 

7th. — H.M. steam-vessel ‘Pluto,' sailed last night 
for the mouth of the Brass River, with Mr. Oarr, who, 
in spite of all the advice of Oaptaiu Trotter and Mr. 
Beecroft to the contrary, stjll persisted in his resolution 
of returning to the model farm, and, moreover, trusting 
himself in the native canoes, with different packages 
of clothing, &c.; the sequel was not to be wondered 
at*. The remains of Morgan Kinson, who expired 
last night, w'ere this morning committed to the grave. 
His disease was more symptomatic of iqllamcd 
stomach than fever, which an examination proved. On 
inquiry, we learned that for some time previously to 
the attack, he had been in the habit of using a great 
quantity of hot pejipers in his rations of coffee and 
rum ; that the very morning of his first complaining, 
he had taken a large spoonful of Guinea pepper ; and 


* Mr. CaiT and his servant were taken into the Brass River hy one 
of the ‘ Pluto*8^ boats, where he engaged a canoe, in which he placed 
all Ills luggage. Mrj Browne, a native of Cape Coast, who liad 
accompanied him thus far, knowing a little of the language, and sus- 
pecting the natives had evil intentions towards Mr. Carr, apprised him 
of these suspicions, and earnestly implored him to return on board 
the ^ Pluto.’ Even after the canoe liad started, both Mr. Dufheld, one 
of the * Pluto’s’ officers, and Browne, advised him strongly not to trust 
himself in such hands. He persisted, however, and from that time 
nothing has been seen of him ; but there is every reason to believe he 
was robbed and murdered soon after commencing his voyage. 
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it is very probable that tbe extreme irritability of 
stomach which resisted all active means, had brought 
his illness to a termination, before it was possible for 
the fever to develope itself perfectly.* 

llth . — The sick were for the most part going on 
satisfactorily. Doctor McWilliam was very much 
improved, but still conbi^pd to bed. On the other 
hand. Captain Trotter, whose anxiety for the future 
operations of the Expedition conthiually excited him 
to physical and mental exertion, quite beyond bis 
enfeebled state, was clearly losing ground, and it 
Yas evident that unless speedily removed from all 
respc^j^ibility, there M ould be no hope of his recovery. 
Under these circumstances, Mr. Thomson wrote, urging 
on Iiim in the strongest manner the absolute necessity 
of disconnecting himself for the present from the causes 
M’hich were endangering his life, and to return to 
England immediately. In this view Doctors Mc- 
William and Stanger also coincided ; and it was at 
last, M'ith great reluctance, 'acquiesced in by Captain 
Trotter. 

2l«#. — Most of the sick were now in a fair way of 
recovery ; but such miserable objects ! they looked like 
men risen from the grave, as they crawled about morn- 
ing and evening, to take advantage of the cool refresh- 
ing breezes. 

The worst cases wertj now those of Mr. W. Merri- 
man, gunner; William MacClaughlin, sailmaker, and 
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John Duncan, master-at-anns^. This enterprising 
person was for some weeks in a very critical state; 
and when the fever declined, he was attacked with 
sloughing ulcer of«the foot, which long kept him on the 
verge of eternity. John M'Clintock, stoker, was com- 
mitted to the grave to-day, having expired very sud- 
denly yesterday on board ,the ‘ Albert.’ The unfor- 
tunate man had quite recovered from tlie fever, and 
had embarked agsti/i; while scuffling with a number 
of others on the forecastle of the ship, he fell down 
dead. 

22nd . — The ‘Warrec* schooner, the property of 
R. Jamieson, Esq., of Liverpool, touched in at Cl^ence 
to take Captain Trotter’s luggage on board, it having 
been arranged that he was to proceed to England in 
her. The Master had unfortunately been drowned, 
a few days previously, by the upsetting of a boat in 
the breakers, which suddenly set in on a reef of rocks 
near Shark River, where he was procuring oysters. 
Mr. Saunders, second rakster of the ‘Albert’, was 
.therefore appointed to command her; and, on the 
following morning, having embarked the sick, cxcc 2 )t a 
few who w ere too weak to be removed, the ‘ Albert’ 
got up steam, and left Clarence, taking the ‘ Warree’ 
in tow. Doctor Stanger and the Reverend J. Schdn, 
were also passengers with Captain Trotter, whose 


Sinc« so well known by his travels in Dahomey. 
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departure was deeply regretted, and accompanied with 
the sincere wishes of all parties, for his restoration to 
health, and future welfare. 

• Nor was it with any ordinary feelings that the two 
former gentlemen said adieu to their niunerous friends, 
who could not readily forget that Stanger, besides his 
professional aid so cheerfully rendered, had also 
generously and unremittingly worked at the engine, on 
which exertions, together with tho^ of Dr. McWilliam, 
probably so many lives depended, while Mr. Slibn in 
his imw'earing ministcrings to the spiritual comforts 
pf the sick, had given them Cause for grateful remem- 
brance. 

Mr. MciTiman, gunner, and W. MacClaughlin, sail- 
maker, both of wliom were in a most emaciated state, 
and getting w-orse under the influence of the climate, 
had also been removed on board the ‘ Warree,’ to afford 
them the only chance of recovery — change of air*. 

24//i.- • The peculiar condition of the atmosphere, 
styled at Fernando Po t6c "Smokes,” commenced 
early this morning, in the form of a dense vapoxw^r 
which floated sluggislily over the *sea, enveloping por- 
tions of the land, and quite obscuring the opposite 
coasts; the wind w'as unusually light, westerly and 
south-westerly, with an average temperatui*e of 84° 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer ; this, which corresponds to 
the health-reviving hanftattan of the other parts of the 


* 'J'he lattor died on the pai^sage. 
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west coast, only resembles it in one point — the extreme 
dryness of the air. It is the most unhealthy season of 
the year at Clarence, and no one escaped its eflFccts. 
Messrs. White, Ihensman, and Lindslegcr, old and 
well-seasoned residents on the island, were laid up 
with active fever ; Mr. Roscher the mineralogist, and 
Dr. Vogel the indefatigable botanist, who liad 
remained behind, determined to brave all dangers in 
prosecuting their rt»pective departments of science, 
were also sulFcrers, the latter from a severe attack of 
dysentery in its worst forai: John Huxley, the sick 
attendant, commenced with fever ; and even Mr. 
Tliomson, left in charge of the sick, whose constitJition 
had been proof against the climate of the river, his 
service in the fever-impregnated ‘Soudan’, and a con- 
tinued residence of two months on shore, did not 
escape without a febrile attack of an intermittent 
character. 

Nothing could be more debilitating than the effect 
of these “ smokes” on European constitutions ; and the 
•Reeling of unconquerable anxiety and nen ousness was 
very distressing. 

December 2«fl?.-*-Last night the incessant flashing 
of vivid lightning portended the coming tornado, 
which early this morning broke over the island wuth 
terrific force, threatening to tear down the crazy 
wooden buildings, which rattled in anything but an 
agreeable manner, especially Mr. Ilensman’s, situated 

i. 

as it was, rather too close to the high cliffs : with the 
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exception of the window-shutters, however, which 
retreated inwards before the violence of the wind, no 
injury "was done; and all the sick, save poor Vogel, 
Ti»crc benefited by its purifying influence on the air, 
whiclx to-day became cooler, and less oppressive. 
Those only who have suffered for days and weeks 
under tlie overpowering influence of the West African 
climate at the periodical changes from wet to dry 
season, can appreciate the fccliu^ conveyed by the 
premonitory signs of the “war of elements,” when, 
after perhaps a scries of sleepless nights, he notices 
ju the evening sky the arClied cloud, illumined at 
intci;yals by the fitful glance of tlie electric fluid, and 
hears the distant thunder draw nearer and still 
nearer; what in temperate climes is indeed a subject 
of dread, only raises in his heart a mingled sentiment 
of hai)piness and thankfulness. He says “ Thank 
God there is a tornado coming,” makes all secure, 
jumps into bed, and, favoured by the diminished 
temperature of the turbulent atmo*sphere, sleeps 
through all the chaotic strife of rain, wind, thundciT 
lightning, which rages round him ; he rises calm and 
refreshed, with a buoyant, clastic •feeling, which puts 
him on his way rejoicing in the goodness and wisdom 
of Him who can cause even the terrific storm to be 
productive of blessing to the sojourner in that “ dry 
and weary land.” 

On the evening of the 3rd, the ‘Albert’ returned 
to Fernando, having accompanied the ‘ WaiTee’ as far 
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as the island of RoUas. Most of the sick were 
benefited by this little change to the sea air, having 
an advantage over those who had been steeped of 
late in the pestiferous “ smokes” at Clarence. " 

14i^A. — Every preparation 'was being made prior 
to leaving the island ; getting stores on board tlie 
‘ Albert,’ dismantling the ‘ Soudan,’ and working up 
patent fuel out of the small coal, there being scarcely 
any fuel left. 

lath . — This morning. Doctor Theodore Vogel — 
whose constitution, — which never rallied from tlic 
attack of river fever, ‘rapidly broke down under 
the continuance of the uncontrollable dysente.'’y — 
brcatlied his last, adding another to the long list of 
those who have given themselves to the cause of iVfrica 
and the inquiry of science. Of Dr. Vogel’s acquire- 
ments as a botanist, it is imnccessary to speak ;* his 
reputation was European, and had he been spared to 
complete the task he had undertiiken, and was eo ably 
fulfilling under numerous difficulties, no doubt he had 
*ioft but little undone for future investigators of Africa 
in that branch of natural history. It may indeed be 
said he sacrificed Iwmself on the altar of .science, inas- 
much as he had preferred remaining at Fernando Po, 
to continue his labours, when in a most wretched state 
of health, rather than lose that opportunity, by pro- 
ceeding on to Ascension in the ‘^Wilberforcc,’ where the 
change of air might have prolonged his days. On 
examination, the lungs were found to have all the 
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characters of consumption in an advancing stage, and 
liad he even recovered from the dysentery, he would 
not have been long spared to his numerous admiring 
friends. The remains of this emiifcnt botanist were 
interred at niglit near tliose of otlicr fellow-sufferers 
in the Exj>edition ; and as the feeble glimmering of the 
stars did not suffice, it was necessary to use torches, 
wiiicli tlirew a lurid blaze over the solemn scene. His 
resting-place was at least characteristic of the occupant, 
for there nature liad asserted the ma.stery, and sur- 
rounded the spot with a dense, almost impenetrable, 
wnass of dark gi’cen underwood, above which tlie guava, 
the g.yiccful jialm and broad leaved banana, straggled 
to display their forms. 

On the evening of the 18th December, the sick 
being all now on board, and the preparations necessary 
for the voyage completed, the ‘ Albert’ got up steam 
and left Clarence. In passing along the coast, here 
and there, a collection of moving lights^ pointed to the 
different little sandy nooks, where the native Edceyahs 
were bu.sy in pursuit of the laud-crabs. These iudica? 
tions of life soon disajipearcd, and ere long, even the 
broad outline of the i.sland itself, ^Tas lost in the dark 
shades of night. 

Few on board felt any regret at having left a place 
connected with so many sad recollections, but it may 
be presumed that gratitude and thankfulness were 
feelings common to all, at having escaped, .even though 
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with broken constitutions, and enfeebled encrgie.s; 
and it is to be hoped that many poured out their 
hearts to their Almighty deliverer, in the words of 
Hezekiah — “The living, the living he shall praiiJc 
Thee, as I do this day.” It Mould be ungi’ateful not 
to record the kindness and attention of several ])er- 
sons connected Muth the West African C^ompany at 
Fernando Po: Mr. White, the agent, had consi- 
derately throM’n open his omu residence to tlie recep- 
tion of the sick, and provided for the comforts of those 
who were in attendance; Mr. Ilensman. tlic medical 
officer, had also laid the officers of the Expedition under 
an obligation, by giving up his house to their lists, and 
thus putting himself to great discomfort and inconve- 
nience. Mr. Lindsleger, the merry, good-natured clerk, 
too, had cheerfully rendered Ids assistance, and had 
been of continual service in procuring the comforts 
necessary for the sick ; nor must the kind sympathy 
and aid of man\ of the “ dark daughters” of the place 
be forgotten : The recollection of acts of kindness 
•hndcr such circumstances can never be obliterated, 
while the recipients remember auglit of the scene of 
their sufferings. 

On the 20th December, the ‘Albert’ reached West 
Bay, in the delightfully picturesque Island of Princes, 
whence, having procured fuel, and some stock for the 
convalescents, she steamed rdund to Church Bay. 
Here Madame Ferreira entertained, in her usual hos- 
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appointed the briglit hopes of its philanthropical 
originators, will no doubt have invested it witli an 
interest — even to the general re^jder, — which medical 
subjects seldom possess ; wo have therefore ventured to 
collate an outline of it from tlic official report 
transmitted October 8th, 1841, by Mr. Thomson to Sir 
W. Burnett, Medical Director-General of II. M. Nav 3 \ 
In attcmjiting a general description of the disease 
as it manifested ilself on board ll.M.S.V. ‘Soudan,’ 
some difficultv occurred from the dissimilarity of the 
symptoms not only at the commencenieni l)ut during 
the progress of most of the cases. In nearly all, 
however, premonitory .sym 2 )toin.s wore found on inquiry 
to have existed at least one day jm'or to the attack, 
either in form of languor, general debility, or sensa- 
tion of chilliness, but from the anxiety of the patients 
to impute those feelings to any other cause than that 
of fever, medical assistance was avoided until the fol- 
lowing day, w'lieij the syinj)toms were less equivocal. 
At first the head was not so severely affected jis in 
■Tnost fonns of remittent fever, a sense of fulness and 
constriction nevertheless was always coin 2 )lained of ; 
the eyes w'ere sttffused, the conjunctiva having a 
yellow tinge; general pains, especially of the lower 
extremities and loins, this last mostly aggravated on 
the third day. In all cases the heat and dryness of 
skin were very great. Boweli^ irregular. The tongue 
covered with a thin white clammy fur, changing into 
a yellowish or brownish coating, with edges of deep 
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red colour, and in all tremulous, on protrusion. The 
pulse generally averaged 96 at commencement, but it 
varied a good deal in^ different cases, both as to number 
ftnd momentum, the change being from 96 to as much 
as 120 during the severity of the accoj^sion. About 
the third day, the irritability of stomach came on ; the 
fluid ejected being either yellowish, or green and bilious. 
Tcndei-ness over the stomach was not invariably 
present, and in no case did it amdunt even on pressure 
to any indication of acute inflammation. The general 
impression produced on the system at tlio outset 
jnerits the most attention, in some there being great 
nei’vous dejjression w'ith rapid prostration of strength 
and despondency of mind ; or high excitement with 
full pulse, again succeeded by exhaustion; while in 
otliers, the disease advanced slowly and insidiously 
without developcment of any urgent symptoms until 
about the sixth day. These latter were certainly most 
intractable. On questioning such patients, they would 
reply in a languid sort of tone, that there was nothing 
whatever the matter with them ; that they were quite 
well; and wondered why they were obliged to take 
medicines, or be placed under any restriction. In 
scarcely any two cases treated on board ‘ Soudan,' was 
the malady exactly similar; in all, however, the 
remission was somewhat longer and more distinct on 
the alternate days, thd accessions becoming stronger 
and more aggravated until the seventh or eight day, 
wdien the symptoms became less severe, with favourable 

VOIi. II. M 
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remissions, or advanced to a fatal termination. In the 
height of tlie fever, the exhalation from the skin had 
a peculiar odour, not unlike the d'sagreeable mustiness 
of dirty ■wet clothes which have been kept in a confined 
place. The vessels were ab.solutely saturated with it 
at last, and it was so powerful on board ‘ Sondan,’ that 
the officers of the ‘ Pluto ’ employed on a survey of 
her stores, deteeted at once the presence of it, and 
could scarcely believe that it proceeded from the fever. 
In the fatal cases and those of greatest intensity, this 
effluvium was most appreciable. 

The state of the atmosphere was found to modif\— 
the stage of the disease verj’ much ; a close, sultiy 
condition without breeze augmented the fever greatly, 
causing restlessness, and converting what would have 
been the day of clearc.st remission into }i day of con- 
tinued violent febrile action. In this way the 12th 
and 20th of September, being of .such a nature, had a 
most pernicious elFcct on the cases. 

In conducting the treatment of this insidious dis- 
ease, the princijml objects kept in view were a.s fol- 
lows : — To establish, if possible, a more healthy state 
of the secretions, “in the use of remedies, anticipating 
as it were, the accessions of fever at night, and endea- 
vouring, especially during the remissions, to induce 
such a change in the system as might tend to lessen 
the duration of the malady. 

After a brisk purgative of the chloride of mercury, 
followed by neutral salts, the mercurial chloride was 



TREATMENT OF THE FEVER, 


1G3 


given, in combination with James’s powder, five grains 
of the former witli two of the latter, every three hours, 
until moderate ptyjj^ism was induced; while saline 
drauglits Avere used as common drinlt, but chiefly just 
before and during the evening and night, at which 
time the thirst and heat of skin were most aggra- 
vated; a sliglit excess ofi the bicarbonate of potass 
seemed to lessen the tendency to irritability of the 
stomach, ami if this failed, total abstinence from fluids 
for a short time, had often the desired efiect. 

'riic head symptoms Averc cliicfly treated Avith cold 
evaj)orating lotions, the hair being altogether removed, 
and in most cases by blisters to the neck or temples. 
One disadvantage of this species of counter-irritation, 
either applied as above, or in cases of tenderness over 
the stomach Avith continued vomiting, was the cer- 
tainty of their aggravating the dysury or suppression 
of a most important secretion, Avhich already obtained 
as a feature in the disease. Cupping was found to be 
decidedly more useful. The remedy which may be 
considered to have the most manifest power in con- 
trolling the disease was calomel in moderate doses ; 
but even that required caution in *5ts administration, 
as it seemed to increase the irritability of the system, 
unless ptyalism succeeded. We saw no case which 
ended fatally, where its efiects could be established ; 
and in some where it ilas beginning to act, and sud- 
denly ceased its operations, the fever as certainly pro- 
gressed without any possibility of checking it. James’ 

M 2 
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powder was not found to be of the benefit expected 
from its general character in fever. In large doses, it 
seemed to make the stomach nipre irritable, and in 
small ones, was not so effectual as saline mixtures iii 
promoting perspiration. During the decline of the 
disease, the liydrochloratc of mori>hia was a valuable 
medicine ; a good night’s repose doing as much to- 
wards restoration to health as diet. 

As soon as favourable remissions can>e on and the 
tongue tolerably clean, the disuljdiate of quinine was 
most serviceable ; and from subsc(picnt experience, we 
believe, that if used boldl}’’ and in full doses, it maj^ 
be used most beneficially at a much earlier stage. In 
the secondary attacks of pure remittent fever, which 
we witnesed on our subsequent visit to the Bights and 
Fernando Po, it was given in cases where the tongue 
was even foul and dry, in do.scs of six to ten grains 
once or twice daily, and it acted more like a specific 
than anything elsc’"^. 

Judging from the expericiice of the two expeditions, 
we find that, irrespective of season, the river fever, 
from whatever cause, will devclopc itself about the 
fifteenth day. Tlras the ‘Quorra’ and ‘Albuvkah’ in 
1832, commenced the ascent on the 28th October, and 
on the 11th November the disease manifested itself ; 
while in the last expedition, the vessels began their 


* Dr. Thonrxion has also found this confirmed hy practice in tlie 
eastern coast of Africa. 
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progress upwards on the 20th August, and on the 
3rd September, the first case of fever occurred on 
board IT.M.S.V. ‘ Sojidan,’ exactly the fifteenth day in 
both ; but when Lieutenant Webb ascended the river 
in July, 1842, the first sickness evidenced itself on 
the sixteenth day. 

Of the predisposing causes arising out of the con- 
dition of the atmosphere, it would be imjiossiblc to 
^speak with any certainty, since the most delicate clicmi- 
cal tests have failed to elicit the presence of any of the 
deleterious gases suj'jposed to exist in those regions. 
From the date of entering the river, we examined 
both air and water several times during each day and 
night with the greatest care, and could not detect 
sulphuretted hydrogen in cither, and only a slight 
trace of carbonic acid gas in the air. Still there can 
be no doubt there obtains at some seasons — especially 
about the conclusion of the rainy and beginning of the 
dry period — a certain peculiarity of atmosphere, — 
call it miasm, malaria, or any other name, — which, 
though inappreciable by chcmic^ agency, operates 
most powerfully on Europeans. Even on those of the 
most robust frame, and those who "escaped the river 
fever, the climate gave rise to an indescribable languor 
and want of nervous energy, under M’liich the strongest 
constitution must have yielded. 

We can speak with greater confidence of the effects 
of solar heat as acting in three ways ; first, Jn evolving, 
after the rains, those emanations fi’om the soil, which 
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arc probably the preiliepoeing causes ; secondly, in its 
influence in developing the disease on those direvihj 
exposed to its power, which in- nearly all those so 
situated, was followed almost immediately by an 
attack of fever ; thirdU’, in its pernicious effects 
on those in whom the maladi/ has commenced; as 
was most clearly exemplified on the 12th and 2oth of 
Sef)tembcr, wlien an unclouded sky, enabled the s\in’s 
rays to operate with the greatest intensity. In con- 
firmation of these opinions, we quote some interesting 
remarks from the journal of the j>ious and gifted 
Bisliop lleber. i?pcakiiig of the pestiferous jungles of 
Tandah and Terai, between Sheshgur and Kulleanpoor, 
in the Ea.st Indies, hit. 28” 30' N., long. 79" E., he 
says, that “ during the heaviest rains, while the water 
falls in torrents, and the clouded sly tends to prevent 
evaporation fro^n the ground, the forest may be pa.sscd 
with tolerable safety. It i.s in the extreme heat, im- 
mediately .ifter the rainp have ceased in May, the 
latter end of August and beginning of September, that 
it is most deadly; that during the sickly season, from 
the l.st of April to October, even the animals de.scrt 
them; but in the latter month they return.” lie says 
further, that “the 2 >eoj>lc dwelling in the neighbourhood 
of these woods, call the vthite mists which emanate 
from ths marshes, ‘ the essence of owlf the native 
name for the jungle or malaria fever’^” 


• Jlebcr’s Journal, vol. i., p. 2AI. 
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We have previously called attention to the good 
effects of quinine in the treatment of fever ; we must 
also speak of it as a prophylactic. It had long been 
observed by medical men on the west coast of Afiica, 
that persons subject to ague or intermittent fever, 
were exempt from the more serious remittent form. 
Mr. Thomson therefore Reasoned, that if the use of 
quinine could control a disease which granted this 
immunity from the more fatal on«,*might not the free 
administration of it in the hcaltliy subject induce such 
a change in the system as would kee]) both away 1 On 
the return of the Expedition *to the Bight of Biafra in 
1842, ho commenced the experiment in his own person 
in large doses — six to ten grains daily ; and although 
very much exposed ou shore in the woods of Fernando 
Po, Bimbia, Oameroons, &c., he escaped the remittent 
altogether ; but on the recall of the officers and men 
to England, he gradually left off the quinine, and on 
reaching Plymouth, discontinued it entirely, when, 
strange to say, tertian agile attacked 'him at regular 
internals for some months, and' even recurred on the - 
following year at the same poriod’*^. 

As regards the influence of diet in the prevention 
of fever, we had the clearest proofs that tolerably good 
living, with a moderate proportion of wine and Bass’s 
aic, was the most proper course to be adopted. We 

* Medical readere are referred to the Lancet : date 28th February, 
1840. 
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found that those who used the good things of this life, 
without abusing them, continued the longest exempt 
from an attack, and some escaped altogether; while of 
those who had followed the opposite plan, or total .absti- 
nence from wines and fermented liquors, not one had 
an immunit}'^ from the fever, or recovered, and their 
cases were among the earliest fatal. We wish this to 
be particularly marked, as some persons from mistaken 
views have recomme.ided, a course quite opposed to 
these facts. 

Above all wo must add, the encouragement of cheer- 
fulness and innocent recreations, with suitable protec- 
tion from the sun. We ha\ o seen the good cflccts of 
such a system, and cannot too highly recommend if’^ 


* As the character of this narrative precludes the possiliility of 
going furtJicr into medical detail:^ we refer our readei*s to the works 
of Doctors McWilliaiii and Ihitchett. 



CITAPTBR VI. 

Consultation of tlie Commissioners respccfeng future o]>erations — 
* Decide on returning to the coast — Dispatches sent to Government 
by Lieut. Toby — The Rev. Theodore Miiller returns to England — 
Further remarks on Ascension — The Blowliole, or Grampus 
Cavern — Natural volcanic arch — Turtle — The Wide-awake” and 
Gannct Fairs” — Magnetic term-days — The ^ Wilberforce* leaves 
Ascension for the Bight of Biafra — Discoloration of the sea by con- 
ferva — Luminosity of sea; how connected with this appearance — 
Phosphorescent polypi - Revisit Cape Coast — Change in the plumage 
of some of the birds — Acem — Mr. Bunnennan’s hospitality — Com- 
parison between Fantis and Ashantis — A runaway Bomu slave — 
Swamped in the surf— Fernando Po— Its appearance — Clarence 
Cove — Edeeyahs, or natives — Their physical characters — No tra- 
ditionary evidence of their origin — Native towns and villages — 
Moral and social condition of the inTiabitants— Manners and customs 
— Government— Religious superstitions — Festival at the planting of 
the yam— Oiiservances on decease of any pf the tribe— S^^stem of 
betrothal — Severe punishment for adultery — Mode of iishiiig — 
Land crabs — Native method of chanting— J?alm-nut gatherers — 
Description of a hunt with the Edeeyahs — Bota-kimmo, or chanting 
priest. 

The information brought bj the ‘Albert’ now 
demanded the gravest cdiisidcration, whether the sug- 
gestions of Captain Trotter should be acted up to, or 
whether the more recent reports of the attack on the 
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settlers at the Model Farai required a niodihcatiou of 
them, and more prompt measures. A consultation was 
therefore held on the 3rd February by Captain Allen 
and Mr. Cook,— the two remaining Commissioner-s, — 
on the steps most advisable to be taken under these cir- 
cumstances. The latter gentleman strongly urged the 
necessity of our immediate departure for the coast, in 
order to ascend the Niger at once, in search of Mr. 
Carr, and for the ’relief of the settlers at the Model 
Farm. lie was of “ opinion that the river will haic 
reached nearly the lowest in January, and as by the 
middle of ilarch the (]uick.sands which com])osc tlig 
greater part of its bed will become so drained and 
consolidated, as to throw the stream into one channel, 
it will be found deeper and more ra]»id at that time 
than after it begins to rise, or before it has reached its 
lowe.«t.” 

lie ‘•thought it improbable that a river which Park 
describes at {?ego to be ‘ as broad and deej) as the 
Thames at Westminster j' and which in its course 
through a country more or less mountainous, of uj)- 
wards of a thou.sand miles, must receive many large 
rivers as tributark's before it is joined by the Chadda, 
can afterwards dwindle into an insignificant stream, 
not having a depth of five or six feet.” 

Captain Allen agreed with Mr. Commissioner Cook 
that the additional information of this alleged attack 
on the model farm rendered it expedient to return to 
the coast with a view to enter the river as soon as 
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possible, but he did not consider it safe to do so at the 
early period proposed by that gentleman ; inasmuch 
as from his own experience of the river, the rise does 
not commence until the latter end "of June; and he 
would not be justified — being the only person re- 
sponsible for the safety of IT.M. Vessels under his 
command, — in making thg attempt before there was 
a certainty of the rising river having a channel 
sufficiently deep for our draft of 'water, or of float- 
ing the vessels off, should the}' unfortunately get 
aground. 

At the same time he was of ojiinion that by entering 
the river at the end of July, we should be only twenty 
days in advance of last year’s attempt, when w’c were 
so much straitened for time, and even should we be 
able to reach Rabbah, we should still remain in igno- 
rance of the state of the river ’during the shallowest 
season, and also of the length of time it would be 
available for navigation. It was eventually deter- 
mined that we should hasten our departure ; Captain 
Allen reseiwing to himself — as naval commander of 
the Expedition, — the right of dcciifiug when the ascent 
of the river could be undertaken with safety to Her 
Majesty's vessels. A furtlier reason for not waiting 
at Ascension, — according to Captain Trotter's sug- 
gestion till the 1st of June — was, that it would be 
impossible to make the toyago to Fernando Po, and to 
the mouth of the river — witli all the necessary prepara- 
tions, — so as to be able to enter it at the beginning of 
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July, especially as the ‘Albert’s’ crew not being in a 
state of health to accompany us, it would be necessary 
to refit the ‘Soudan,’ which ^vessel was lying at 
Fernando Po. Fortunately in the ‘Wilberforce’ thefe 
were sufficient — with the assistance of some officers * 
M’ho volunteered for a renewal of the service to man 
both vessels. Captain Afllcn therefore resolved on 
hastening the departure for the coast of Africa, to be 
there guided by cirdumstances. 

February \2th . — Dispatches u-erc sent to the 
Colonial Office and to the Admiralty, announcing 
those determinations. They were entnistcd to Lieu- 
tenant Toby, of II.AI.S. ‘Wilberforce,’ whose con.sti- 
tution had been so shaken by the fever of the Niger, 
that it was necessary for him to bo invalided. 

Tlxe Reverend Tlieodore Muller also having ex- 
pressed his conviction tliat his health Mould not allow 
him again to risk the climate of the Niger, applied 
for permission to go to England. lie left us with 
three hearty cheers from the ship’s company, to mIioui 
as well as to the officers, he had endeared liimself by 
the amiability of his character, hi.s truly Christian 
demeanour, and ‘the zealous but unalTected jxicty 
with which he discharged the duties of his holy 
calling. 

Before leaving Ascension, some of the officers made 

tf 

* Lieutenant Ellis^ who was appointed by Captain Allen to com- 
mand the * SOddan,* Lieutenant Wehh, and Measrs. Sidney and Fair- 
holme, Mates; and T. U. IF Thomson, Surgeon of ‘Soudan.’ 
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excursions to several interesting localities, for although 
there is so little of verdant freshness wherewith to 
gladden and relieve^ the eye, the visitor will find 
much to admire in the fantastic forms which nature 
in her convulsive efibrts has scattered throughout the 
island. Of these the Blowhole, or Grampus cavern, 
is well worthy of a visit. It is situated near Pyramid 
T’oiiit, about two miles from George Town, and as 
the way lies over the sharp anil rugged clinkers, 
it can only be attained at the expense of a pair of 
shoes. When the rollers set in, the scene is one of 
terrific beauty, llie swelling wave as it dashes with 
an awfully deep note into the cavem, compresses the 
air M’ithin its narrowing recesses, but the next instant 
a reaction takes place, its elasticity overcomes the 
intruder and sends it bellowing back in magnificent 
jets of spray. 

This cavern has a small ajierturo through the rock 
above, by which the imprisoned air tries to escape, and 
if sand be cast into it at such a time, it is thrown up 
a considerable height with singular effect. Near this 
place there is also one of the curious arched forms 
which the lava must have assumed \fhile in a state of 
fusion, on coming into contact with the sea. The 
lower parts in cooling, have formed points of support, 
as the fiery flood rolled on above, producing a laby- 
rinth of low caverns, through which the sea rushes, 
foaming and fretting. The subject of th<^ subjoined 




Fish arc abunflaiit, and, from January to June, the 
green turtle {Testudo mj/dm) visits the islands in great 
numbers for the purpose of depositing its eggs. 
During those months no gun is allowed to be fired, as 
the least noise frightens these amjdiibia. nor are any 
persons permitted to turn them excc))t men regularly 
employed for the purpose. As many as fifteen hun- 
dred have been captured in one season, averaging each 


Neatly everything that can hn said of this desolate-louking 
island has been given in the excellent description of it hy Captain 
Brandreth, R.E. 
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from two to four hundred weight, and the ponds are 
generally kept well stocked. It is not a little sin- 
gular, that from the ^ime of their leaving the island 
in the young state, — about the 8iz(? of a dollar or 
rather larger, — they ai*e never found there in any 
intermediate stage. 

Ascension may bo called the “ liome of the sea-birds,” 
many varieties of which frequent it at aU times, and 
in tl)c breeding seasons occupy theif respective fairs, as 
tlicy are termed by the marines ; thus the little colony of 
back-backed sterns {Sterna fid njinosa) is called “wide- 
awake fair and the more important one of the gannet 
{Loosxi {PeUcantis bassanus), “gannet fair.” This inte- 
resting locality is about three miles from the town, 
on the gradual slope of a hill, where the birds have 
made innumerable toiTaces, along Avhicli they lay their 
eggs, two in number, merely scoo])ing out sufficient of 
the sandy scoria to prevent their rolling a-way. 

From the multitudes which collect here, and from 
their white plumage, the place becomes visible at a dis- 
tance. Nothing can be to all appearance more stupid 
than these gannets. They never attempt to escape, 
but sit on the eggs or young until fsfirly lifted off. 

A rcgxilar series of magnetical observations was 
commenced by Captain W. Allen, assisted by Messrs. 
Sydney and Forster, with the horizontal force and 
declination needles of a* transportable magnetometer, 
newly invented by M. Weber of Gottingen, which had 
just been completed in time for the sailing of the 
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Expedition*. Much difficulty was experienced in 
setting the instrument up, but this was happily accom- 
plished in time for the first tenu day after our arrival 
fixed by the Royal Society, and all the succeeding 
ones were kept until the Expedition sailed for England. 
A great many observations were also made with Fox’s 
and other instruments at. different positions on the 
island. 

Thursday, March !()//<. — The fresh arrangements 
consequent on the change of circumstances haring been 
completed, we sailed for Cape Coast Castle at 7'30 
p.M. Our comrades in the ‘Albert’ gave us throe 
parting cheers, as did also a barque lying in the roads. 

We wore no less than ten days going from Ascen- 
sion to Cape Coast Castle. The winds were at first 
S.E., until we had crossed the lino, when they became 
variable, and then south-westerly. On approaching 
the coast, the clouds — in the form of cumidi, and 
sometimes assuming the threatening aspect of the 
“arch” — intimated the Vicinity of the tornado re- 
gions. The air was charged with moisture, and the 
advantage of the plan of sending hot and dry air 
through all the compartments of the vessel, from the 
engine-room, was very evident. 

As we passed near the supposed jmsition of the 
island of St. Matthew, we felt for it with the lead, 
but could obtain no soundings. 


• Alluded to in chap. ii. vol. i. 
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The currents were against us the greater part of the 
distance, and we did not get into the Guinea stream 
till wc were very near the termination of our voyage. 
We twice passed through large fields or patches of 
water, having a light brown or fawn-coloured tinge 
from the presence of fine particles, by our seamen popu- 
larly called “ Whalesfood,” but which in reality were 
nothing more than diminutive filstmentous conferva), 
•very similar to those observed by Mr, 0. Darwin 
on the eastern coast of South America. As the 
luminosity of the sea appeared to be much in- 
creased when these were present, we were induced to 
examine the water frequently and carefully, with a very 
powerful compound microscope. Three phosphores- 
cent mollusca were discovered, but so minute that we 
were unable to decide the species. The most nume- 
rous and apparently the most important, was a tiny, 
circular, transparent, gelatinous mollusk, congregated 
in little masses or bundle8,*without any evident rays 
or feelers, but which after being shaken gently a few 
times, separated ; each particle continuing to emit its 
scintillation of light on being maved. The second 
in frequency was a brownish disc with a circle of 
minute rays or feelers the seat of luminosity appa- 
rently in the centre. The third was a scries of two 
or more curved gelatinous tubes, partially fitting into 
each other, and which also separated on motion, each 
retaining its luminous property. 

In all cases where we examined the water, it 
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seemed to be absolutely necessary to cause a certain 
action in it before the luminosity was emitted. How 
far this may depend on a peculiar stimulus or 
irritability incited in these diminutive animalcules, or 
on the presence of phosphorescent particles in such a 
chemical stage as to bo easily acted on by friction ; it 
would be difficult to dctenninc. One thing is very 
clear, that a certain jnovement is necessary, either by 
wind, tide, or mechanical means, to induce a luminous 
condition of the sea. In proof of this, we have only 
to instance tlie effect of a ship’s progress through 
phosphorescent water; its more luminous condition 
during fresh breezes in hot climates ; the greater 
quantity of light emitted by some of tlic larger uca- 
Icplue in expanding and contracting tlicir campanulatc 
bodies. 

On the coast of Jlrazil, whore the sea is so frequently 
luminous, wo have often been enabled to determine 
the state of the tides in' calm weather, by observing 
the effect on the phosphorescent mollusca ; their pre- 
sence being scarcely perceptible when the water M as 
quiescent, but at ejnee evidenced by innumerable scin- 
tillations, when the tide was actively ebbing or flow- 
ing ; or by putting a line ovei'board, when its downward 
course lias been niarked, by the luminosity, and on 
withdrawing it, we seldom failed to bring up some of 
the minute gelatinous mollusca. 

Betweeil St. Oatlierine’s in Brazil, and the River 
Plate, we have frequently noticed a brownish disco- 
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loration of tlio water, which when placed under a 
microscope, was found to abound in filaments, resem- 
bling the spathae *of minute gi'^mineae. On such 
occasions the luminosity was almost invariably great, 
and we had come to the erroneous conclusion that 
these were indeed, phosphorescent mollusca; on ex- 
amination, however, of similar appearances on the 
west coast of Africa, with a very, powerful microscope, 
•we found that these cylindrical bundles of filaments 
wore vegetable, probably some conferva}, and that the 
light proceeded from the minute gelatinous animal- 
cules already mentioned as the most abundant, and 
which had become attached in greater or lesser quan- 
tit}’. Subsequent examinations made on tlic east 
coast of South America, confirmed this opinion. 

Ttiesdaij, March ^Ofh . — In •the afternoon wc an- 
chored at Cape Coast Castle; found there H,M. frigate 
‘ Madagascar,’ commanded by Captain Foote, the 
senior officer on the west rt>ast of Africa, lie kindly 
oflered every assistance. 

Lieutenant Fairholmc, who had*experienced a return 
of the eficcts of the fever, was invalided at this place. 
He was a great loss to the Expedition. 

A magnetic term-day w’as kept in the castle. 

The character of the foliage at Cape Coast had 
altered very much sine® our last visit, being now richer 
and more diversified; and the absence of rain enabled 
us to enjoy a few excursions into the Voods: here 
we observed the tree-ants busily at work, preparing 
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for the ensuing wet season, by making and mending 
the tortuous clay-roofed tunnels which led to their 
various colonies. .Our interesting little friends the 
weaver-birds were also employed, in constructing their 
curious pensile nests, and some had advanced so far as 
to have completed and even tenanted them with 
unfledged broods, over which they watched with noisy 
twitterings. The imile birds had now exchanged 
their rich yellow and rufous plumage for a dingy black, 
and looked quite out of character by the side of the 
richly adorned and solicitous females. These little 
artisans seem to have sympathy with the human 
species, — much like our own impudent sparrows, — for 
they always select such cocoa-nut or palm-trees, to 
suspend their woven habitations, as are surrounded by 
the busy haunts of man, w'herc they form large 
settlements, as many as tw'o Imndrcd of these oddly 
shaped structures sometimes hanging from a single 
tree. The crimson nutcracker, too, had undergone a 
. change for the worse, having lost his rich glossy crim- 
son and brown, whidi was replaced by a .sooty black, 
while the little greycheaded pyrgita, in its modest and 
never attractive plumage, had remained unaltered, like 
many other unpretending things in this life. 

Some of the native women were engaged in the 
plantations, the dry season not* being so profitable for 
the more favourite occupation of washing for gold. As 
to the men, tfney were as listless and lazy iis ever, save 
the fishing portion, who being generally poorer tlian 
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other classes, were now making a little harvest afloat. 
Whenever the surf permitted, a great number of per- 
sons were employed in canoes, or. on the shore, with 
circular cast nets about twelve feet in diameter, 
which they used with much dexterity, and were 
amply repaid by large hauls of the bright silvery 
fish. 

Governor M'^Lean’s hospitality'scemed but to have 
* received another stimulus in our second visit ; the 
castle w as open to us at all times, and nothing was 
left undone to conduce to our comfort and amusement. 
We were not a little disappointed to learn from him, 
that the Ashanti princes, Quantamissah and Ansah, 
had not fulfilled the expectations reasonably enter- 
tained by their kind friends in England. 

Mr. Freeman, the enterprising and zealous Wesleyan 
missionary, was still here, and we rejoiced to hear that 
his labours had been attended with some prospect of 
ultimate good. He has cn'fteavourcd, with great judg- 
ment, to introduce a taste for mechanical employments 
among the natives, which if it progresses, will not only 
add to their domestic comforts, but lead to habits 
of industry, so much wanted at present among the 
men. 

We wxre enabled to procure a suitable supply of 
fresh provisions and fruit. Fish too, was abundant, 
particularly a sort of clupma which frequents the coast 
at this season. 

Tuesday i March 29#A. — We took leave of Captain 
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M‘Lean, the hospitable Governor of Cape Coast 
Castle, who saluted with cloven guns from the fort. 
In passing through, the roads, most of the vessels lying 
there cheered us, and au American barque did us the 
honour to fire a salute, which we could not for various 
reasons return, much to our regret ; but we duly ap- 
preciated this inark of national courtesy and sympathy. 
We arrived the foll»M ing day at Accra. 

Most of the officers lunched with Mr. Bannerman, 
a coloured merchant of very gentlemanly manners, 
lie took Captain Allen an excursion into the country ; 
it would be wrong to call it a drive; since the carriage 
was drawn by four stout negroes, who trotted away 
very cheerfully and with ease, at the rate of four or 
five miles an hour. It was an agreeable mode of 
locomotion, since neither whip, reins, nor attentive 
look-out were required, nothing, in fact, to distract the 
mind from the beauty of the scenery, or the ayreniens 
of conversation, which with an intelligent and well- 
educated old gentleman such as Mr. Bannerman w'cre 
very considerable. '■ 

It seemed at first to be a degradation of “ immortal 
man,” to Ik; so om})loycd, but it differs but little from 
the practice of drav ing people about in Bath chairs 
in our own dear civilized England. 

The country is very opener— in a state of nature 
near the town, except for the amusement of the 
Krumen, who have some gardens; but at the foot of 
the hills, about three miles off, it is richly cultivat/cd. 
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The intervening land seems to be considerably de- 
pressed, and there is a large piece of salt ■water, 
similar to one near Oape Coast Castle, the resort of 
numbers of water fowl. It is an excellent sporting 
country ; as many as five hundred deer are sometimes 
seen together, increasing tlie park-like appearance of 
tlie scenery. 

We met several parties of Ashajiti traders, starting 
. off for tlie interior, ■n'ith various articles of European 
produce, but principally salt, w^hich they exchange for 
gold-dust and ivory. EvcKything is borne on the 
heads of slaves, a portion of wdiom of course belong 
to the commissariat department, and cany provisions 
for two or three days. These Ashanti traders cora- 
inunicatc with all the nations of the interior adjoining 
their country, but they do not pass the frontier. 
Others meet them at appointed and regular markets, 
to interchange their commodities. It requires twelve 
days to reach a place called Sari, to .meet those of 
MalloM'a (query Melli), which some describe as a very 
large country, others say it is a general name for all 
the nations beyond Ashanti. 

Judging from the specimens we saw of the Ashanti 
nice, M’o must certainly give them the preference over 
the Fanti, in point of physical chai’actcristics. Tliey 
were muscular, lathy, jictive-looking men, of average 
statm*c, with smaller hands and feet; the eyes 
bright and intelligent ; in a few the hair was some- 
what long, soft and glossy. We were also enabled 
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to compare them with some of the pure Accra tribe : 
these latter were perhaps of better stature and de- 
velopement, but not better featured. Indeed, with the 
exception of some few whose lineaments are tolerably 
pleasing, they both have, in the words of Isert the 
Danish traveller, “ commonly something apish” about 
the face. 

We stopped to put a few questions to a runaway 
Bomu slave from Kumassi, who M'as sitting under a 
shed, merrily occupied in weaving a narrosv cotton 
cloth of brilliant colours. He said, his country was 
very mountainous, though no names could be recog- 
nised but Wangara, of which he spoke M'ith evident 
delight. It was, however, very difficult to understand 
him. He remembered a large fresh water lake, and 
one of salt water ; the latter was the larger. He 
could give no intelligible account of the route by 
which he had reached Ashanti, nor of that country ; 
but he seemed perfectly happy at having exchanged 
masters. This is a proof, among many others, of 
the great difficulty there is in making out an itinerary 
from the accounts of natives, who have generally been 
kidnapped and carried off as slaves in their youth ; and 
consequently can hardly be supposed capable of remem- 
bering the names even of the towns they have passed 
through, still less can they giee them seriatim, with 
the distance between each; especially as their journeys 
to the coast* are sometimes extended over a period of 
many years. 
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Mr. Bannerman’s house, during our visit, was beset 
with people offering various articles for sale ; among 
these were skins of the beautiful Diana monkey, and 
others with long glossy black hair, probably the Sooty 
Mangabey, {Cercocehus fuliginosus). Provisions were 
plentiful, and at a reasonable price. We were also 
fortunate in meeting with ‘some nice trinkets of native 
manufacture, worked in the purest igold, and display- 
ing considerable taste. After partaking of the good 
things of our kind host’s table, which, though cooked in 
native fashion, afforded proofs of an advancement in 
civilization, which would have delighted the philan- 
throphic gastro-regenerator, M. Soyer, we em- 
barked. At this season the surf sets in very violently 
during the afternoon ; and notwithstanding we were 
provided with one of Mr. Banneijnan’s largest canoes, 
containing forty pull-a-boys, we experienced much 
difficulty and no little danger before we got through the 
nearest line of breakers. la our first essay the huge 
canoe was swamped, on which the crew jumped out, 
and swam by the side until we* reached the shore 
again, when, after baling out the water, and chanting 
another dirge to the presiding deities of the element, 
we made a second and more successful attempt. 
After the exercise wc had on shore, the sitting in our 
wet clothes, kept us col<i and shivering, while our pull- 
a-boys, who had no other covering than nature be- 
stowed, seemed to rejoice in a soaking, and kept up a 
loud chorus, of which the usual prevailing subject was 
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the white man’s generosity, and his obligation to 
“ dash dollar ! big white dollar !” 

In the evening we weighed, and continued our 
voyage along the coast. We passed the fine river 
Volta, seen from the mast-head flowing through a 
beautiful level country, not sufficiently elevated ap- 
parently, to secure it from inundation. We ]>assed 
Occa and the Danish fort of Q.uittah, which Governor 
McLean said Avas formerly situated close to the .see. 
It is now apparently at a considerable distance from 
it. We here purchased some stock. 

Frkkty, April — At Little Popoc we found 

11. M. A'csscls ‘Rjij)id,’ ‘’rermagant,’ and ‘Ponotta.’ 'I'he 
Commodore in the ‘Madaga.scar’ Mas gone to Prince’s 
Island. We had an opportunity of communicating 
M'ith England by ‘Termagant,’ and by tlie CJommandcr 
of the ‘Rapid,’ who was going to join the Commodore, 
a strong letter was written to that officer, .stating the 
inA'aluable sciwiccs M’hicb had been rendered to the 
Expedition, by Lieutenant Littlchales, in conveying 
the sick from the mouth of the Niger to Ascension ; 
and the unwearied attention M-ith which he devoted 

fl 

himself to tlieir <!omfort on the pa.s.sage. 

In the evening Mm saw a most .sj)lendjd meteor, 
which shot across the heavens with a brilliant light, 
for a distance of about twjpnty degrees, becoming 
extinct at 10° elevation. It was like a failing blue 
light. On the folloM ing evening also one Mas seen, 
but not so brilliant. 
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AprU 3rd . — We struck soundings in the evening 
near one of the mouths of the Niger, supposed to be 
tlie Rio Dodo ; but as wo did not obtain a latitude 
owing to the thickness of the weather, w^c could hardly 
ascertain our exact position ; it was evident that the 
vessel had been set into the Bight of Bonin, by a 
northerly current, sis we found also to bo the case last 
year. We felt our way during tji» night along the 
shore of the dreaded delta by the lead. The weather 
was gloomy. 

Monday, April Mh . — We jvisscd the embouchures 
of the Niger, Sengana, and our own Rio Nun, wliich 
the sailors called the “ Gate of the Cemetery.” We 



then stood across towards Fernando Po., Unfortu- 
nately our coals ran short, so that we were reduced to 
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sails and a light fair wind, with which wo made 
w'retchedly slow progress. When near the Botelcr 
Rocks off the north-west part of Fernando Po, it fell 
calm, obliging us to consume the few' remaining coals 
reserved for getting the vessel into the harbour. We 
had just enough to take us to Shark River, where an 
English barque belonging to Mr. Jamieson, supplied us 
with a ton and a-half ; witli this timely help we suc- 
ceeded in getting into Clarence Cove, Fernando Po ; 
here we met II. M. ship ‘ Madagascar,’ and our 
consort the ‘Soudan.’ The latter w'a.s a most de- 
plorable object, lying alongside the jetty. The thatcli 
with which she W'as covered fore and aft, to protect 
the goods, &c., from the rains, was in a very ruinous 
condition. We found Mr. Anderson, the second 
master, left by Captain Trotter’s orders in charge of 
that vessel, in delicate health, having suffered much 
from fever. Assistant-Surgeon Stirling, who had 
gone on to, Ascension w’ith the sick in the ‘Dol- 
phin,’ and thence to England with invalids, now 
rejoined us. 

Captain Foote knowing Captain Allen’s intentions, 
had very kindly commenced clearing out the ‘Soudan ;’ 
he also lent us caulkers and every assistance during 
his short stay. 

The utmost exertions were made to get both 
vessels ready for sea as soon as possible, it being an 
object wit& Captain Allen to make no longer stay at 
Fernando Po, than was absolutely necessary for this 
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purpose ; but to keep moving about as the most 
likely way of securing the health of the crews, — which 
was now very good, — as well by change of scene and 
excitement, as change of air. Some alarm had arisen 
on approaching the coast, by a few returns of fever, 
which seemed to verify Dr. McWilliam’s opinion, that 
all would be attacked. However there were not 
many cases, and they happily soon retovered. 

•We gladly availed ourselves of this prolonged oppor- 
tunity, to become acquainted with this interesting 
island of West Africa. 

Fernando Po lies in the Bight of Biafra, between 
the parallels of 3° 12', and 3° 47' north latitude, 
and 8° 26' and 8° 57' east longitude. It is evi- 
dently of volcanic origin. In form an oblong 
square, broadest in the southern, extremity ; about 
thirty-five miles in length, and twenty-two in breadth. 
Tlie land is high, and in many parts precipitous. Two 
principal mountain ranges iiftersect it, running in a 
direction nearly north and south, of which Clarence 
Peak towards the northern end, ri^ng to a height of 
11,040 feet, presents the leading feature; while a 
much less elevated range at the southern extreme, 
separates Melville Bay and Cape Badgely, terminating 
in a gradual slope towards North-West Bay. The 
appearance of the island at any view is picturesque in 
the extreme, being well-wooded, even towards the 
higher ranges; while skirting the sea-coast* may be 
observed numerous varieties of high and umbrageous 
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trees, of which the graceful palm and the magnificent 
bomhax stand forth conspicuous. The southern half 
is more deficient in wood, but It presents beautifully 
diversified features, with patches of open park-like 
scenery. The altitude of the mountain, commands 
even in the dry season, an abundance of water, which 
expends itself in numerous rivulets in the bays. One 
very essential point in the island, is the absence of 
swampy and marshy ground, except in some few 
places. 

The princijial settlciuent is in the crescentic little 
bay or cove of Olarciice, at tlie northern extremity of 
the island, and i.s a better-looking place tJian could be 
anticipated, connected as it always is, in an English- 
man’s imagination, with the mortality which occun'ed 
in clearing it some years ago. The hou.ses of the West 
African Company and the town are built on a dill* 
about one hundred feet above the level of the sea, 
— composed of tufas covering basalt ; but which, 
according to Mr. lloscher, the mineralogist, are of 
three different agts and relative positions. The lowest 
formation is a volcanic breccia, comjioscd of pebbles, 
basalt, and ashes, products of volcanic action. The 
dip at the point is 5" to the north-east : near the town 
the formation lies nearly horizontal. The second is 
composed of thin layers of ashes, in which are embed- 
ded conglomerates, consisting of fragments of basalt, 
with a cSmpact structure dipping 15“ to the south. 
The third formation is of an aqueous precipitate, com- 
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posed of alternating beds of aluminous masses, and of 
fine conglomerate, dipping 20“ to the soutb-east. The 
trees are well cleared* for some distance, but leaving 
an abundance of dense brushwood, wliicb, indeed, in 
such a climate, it would be quite impossible to keep 
under. 

There is but one principal street; on each side of 
which the wooden houses, amoimrtng to 180, are 
l)laced at irregular intervals. The population is be- 
tween eight and nine hundred, including the Kriunen. 
Independently of the latter, • whose number varies 
mucli according to circumstances, the residents arc 
chiefly liberated Africans from Sierra Leone. They 
are generally well behaved and happ}', but extremely 
indolent, ^fhe men barter with the natives for palm- 
oil, while the females overlook tlm cultivation of the 
yam and such other vegetables as form their prin- 
cipal food, and are in demand by the few white 
residents and the crews of «hips which* occasionally 
touch here. 

It is not a little singular that although so close to 
the mainland of Cameroons, only twenty-five miles off, 
much of the vegetation, and nearly all the birds and 
animals, are peculiar to the island; and the native 
Edeeyahs form in themselves a contradistinction to 
their not distant ncighljpurs, both in their physical 
characters and language. 

In Botelcr’s very interesting narrative of* the expe- 
dition of II.M. ships ‘Leven’ and ‘Barracouta’ on the 
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east and west coasts of Africa, he says, “Our inter- 
course with savages of various tribes and nations, for 
the last four yeans, has far exceeded that which gene- 
rally falls to the lot of navigators, or of travellers over- 
land, yet never did we meet with a people more savage 
in appearance, or more sin^lar in their customs, than 
the people of Fernando Po.” If that officer could 
have had time arfd- proper opportunity, no doubt we 
should have been furnished vrith many particulars of 
their domestic and general history ; and it seems truly 
astonishing that no subsequent visitor should have 
taken the trouble to inquire into the condition of this 
strange people, or to draw attention to the anomalous 
combination of barbarism and civilization which obtains 
among them. 

Hitherto they have only been known to Pluropeaus 
as the Boobies, or Bubics, and perhaps satisfied with 
the belief that this name must have arisen from some- 
thing connected with Choir mental condition, too 
many visitors of the island have passed over un- 
heeded, or with a*" few casual remarks, this most sin- 
gular people. 

The proper title of this race is Edeeyah, how or 
whence derived m'c know not. The first impression 
on beholding the Edeeyah in his native woods is cer- 
tainly anything but favourable, and makes one feel 
rather anxious to avoid communication. The face is 
cut and disfigured with transverse stripes, u'hich, to 
come up to their standard of beauty, ought to be as 



SAVAOK t.OOKS. 


]9?{ 

much raised and corrugated as possible, which is only 
attained by a tedious process in cicatrizing the wounds. 
The hair is done up jnto a number of little knobs with 
red clay and palm-oil, or drawn (lown behind and 
plastered with an immense n\ass of (;arth, weighing 
four or five i>ounds, and secured with grass-thread. 
Tlie body is painted, or J’ather daubed, rudely over 
with yellow or red clay, so as often to give the most 
frightful and savage look. No European vesture or 
scanty cloth conceals any of his nakedness ; perhaj^s a 
few dried leaves, some fibres of pahn-branch, in front, 
offer an apology for more neccssaiy coverings : but bis 
ignorance of civilized requirements prevents his feeling 
an^’ constraint in the presence of a white man. Most 
of them Avcar flat circular grass hats; others in shape 
not unlike a small bee-hive, and decorated with the 
feathers of the green parrot or magnificent blue plan- 
tain-eater, together with bones of snakes, monke_vs, 
dogs, tSre., & c. ; but if a chief, a priest, or buyeh-rupi, 
the all-i)otent amulet of a goat’s head stands forth as 
the frontispiece. The flat hats are secured to the hair 
by a wooden skewer. 

On meeting a stranger it is usftal M'ith them to 
advance with a sort of dancing motion, the long 
wooden spear raised on high, as if to bo brought into 
immediate use, conveying anything but a comfortable 
feeling to the mind of tlfe spectator, who cannot on a 
first occasion divest himself of the belief tha^i the wild 
haJht is the precursor to a tragedy. No sooner, how- 
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over, is the spear depressed, and the word “Bubi — 
friend,” pronounced in a gentle tone, than the l)arba- 
rian oiFers his hand with looks truly expressive of the 
salutation, “I am your friend;” and a further acquaint- 
ance with the native character, their singular laws, and 
social system, removes all prejudice, and raises him 
high in estimation. 

In physical conformation the E<lceyah peo])le are 
for the most part well made and muscular, with an 
average height of five feet si.v inches, deduced froni 
actual measurements. The lower e.vtremities arc par- 
ticularly powerful and largely develoj>ed ; this pro- 
bably gives rise to the appearance as if the body M-ere 
unnaturally long, and the legs from the pelvis down- 
wards shortened; the continual exercise on foot, as 
well as the habit of sitting in their hutsAvith the knees 
drawn n]» to the eiiin, mast tend to j)ro<biee this un- 
usual increase. The hands and feet, especially of the 
females, are smaller than in any African race we have 
seen. 

Tlie face of the Edceyah is more inclined to be 
round, the cheek-bones not so high, the nose less ex- 
panded, the lips thinner, and mouth better formed, 
than in their continental neighbours. The akin, too, 
is not so black, it is rather of an olive or brown shade ; 
the hair is silky rather than woolly ; the countenance 
is open, good natured, agreeable, and the eye expresses 
intelligcmje. 

How or when they first settled in this island is not 
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known, since we could not discover that tliey have any 
traditionary liistory, or record of past events. The 
curious laws, and some parts of their religion, certainly 
lead to the presumption of their haring had connexion 
at a remote period with a civilized people. 

As far as the language is concenied wc have but 
little assistance, since it bears so few and slight affini- 
ties with any of those at liresent known of AVe.stern 
Africa, as shown in the appendix on this subject by 
Dr. .1. C. Latham. What is more strange, is the fact, 
according to good autliority, that two, if not more, 
diU’erent languages are spoken on this small island ; 
thus in Lan-na-pa, llassa-])ri, Bas-sll-ll, Re-bol-la. 
Tlari«)-ba-tri, Bas-sa-bfi, Bu-ii-tdnd.s, I’fi-pril-la-prd-la, 
tliat spoken is tlic Kdoeyah of Vocabulary No. I. At 
We.st Bay, BJ-7lli-pa, Ba-rio-bl, there is another dis- 
tinct one, while at a town, name unknown, on the 
south-east side, a peculiar dialect obtains, so unintel- 
ligible to those near Clarence Cove, that while barter- 
ing, with such as visit theiiT to purchase the earthen 
j>ots and jars made there, the traffic is carried on 
altogether by signs. 

It is impossible to speak too higlily of the disposi- 
tion and cliaracter of this singular race ; and had we 
not ample opportunities of becoming actpiainted with 
them, we should hesitate to I’epeat the statements 
made by persons who Imvc lived much among them. 
They are most generous and hospitable to strangers 
in their own rude way ; and wherever we visited 
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them, they proffered us a share of whatever food 
they M’ero eating. ITumane and kindly disjmscd to 
each other in their respective communities, both in 
sickness and liealth ; willing to assist each other in 
difficulties ; brave, y('t forbearing, and reluctant to 
spill the blood even of an enemy, their b:vttles 
arc not attended with cnielties, their religious 
rituals untainted by human blood; in this alford- 
iim a notable ditrerence over manv t)ther Africans, 
where man is made by his fellows the grand victim in 
conciliating the Juju or I'ctiche. Murder is unknown 
among them, so much so, that one of their chiefs re- 
ceived the cognomen of ‘‘ cut-throat, ’ for an attemjit 
made on one of his subjects whom lu' diseovere<l 
stealing from a vessel {»f war's boat in 1 sg.^j ; and 
which affords also an instance of their ajiti|>athy tt) 
theft. In fact, we have seen them i'X]»oseil to such 
temptations as few Africans could resist, and yet not 
betray the eotilidenee ]»hn-ed in them. 

Neither foreign or dumestie slavery is tolerated : 
indeed, a spirit of freedom and indepeJidence is dis- 
cernible in their looks, I’he ►Spaniards were di-iven 
off' the island dming the latter j)art of the last cen- 
tury, for endeavouring to entraj> the peoj)le and carry 
on the slave-trade. 

The females arc here treated with gn'ater con- 
sideration, and have le.ss of the hard labour which is 
assigned to their .sex throughout all other parts of the 
West Coast. Their principal dutie.s are cooking food. 
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pi'e|>aring and transporting it to 

or if the husband is engaged in any occupation a^aj 
from his Tillage, on^or more wives accompany him to 
carry his food and palm-wine. Tliey seem to be very 
ficntle and feminine in their manner, and much at- 
tached to their husbands and children. 

There arc about fifteen* towns and villages situated 
at different points of the island, but none of them are 
Ji)uilt at a greater elevation than 3,000 feet above the 
k‘\-el of the sea. The dwellings in many of them are 
most primitive and uncomfortable, lioiiig simply a 
])iece of coarse matting extended over four upright 
po.sts, just large enough to screen the tenants from the 
(h w, and occasionally rain, but open to all the winds 
of heaven ; a pillow formed out of a block of palm- 
ti ee, or sometimes a stick about four feet long, is sup- 
j)orted at an elevation of about six inches, by two 
forked sticks put in the ground; the advantage of which 
siiigidar pillow is, that a leving couple, can each put 
the arm round the other’s neck, by passing it under 
the stick, as w'as shewn us by twtf young girls; this, 
and a snail earthen pot to boil j;ams in, being the 
only articles of furniture cither useful or ornamental 
found among them. The more influential persons 
have their domiciles of wattled palm-leaf, some even 
plastered with mud, particularly at Bannapa and 
Bassa-pu, which, being at no great distance from our 
settlement at Clarence Cove, have proBably been 
imitated from those of the settlers. When we remem- 
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bcr tlic variable eliniuto of‘ Fernando Po, it seems truly 
astonishing that anything human could exist under 
the miserable circiynstances in whtcli so many of them 
are placed ; and yet they not only enjoy good health, 
but are robu.st. Cutaneous alicctions are tlie most 
common, especially a bad variety of the African 
})sora, also dracunculus or (/uinea Avorm ; fevers occur 
most frcHiueutly at ihe commencement of the rainy 
season, but are not often fatal. .Sinall-pox, that great 
enemy of mankind, e.sj)ccially the black portion, 
sometime.s makes its apj)earance among them, car- 
rying oil' immense numbers ; nor has much l>een 
done to introduce the procc.'^s of vaccination among 
these hardy i.slanders. 

At the entrance of their tOMiis and villages, there is 
a hut for holding the,j»alavers or councils of each com- 
munity: there is alsu one for the .secret ceremonies of 
the buyeh-riipi or j)rie.st, and an elevateil mound of 
earth, from wln«-h he utteMs his incantations, while tlie 
people walk round in proce.ssion. Of the number oi‘ 
inhabitant.s we can only hazard a surmise, since no 
autlientic accounts could be juocurcd on the subject 
from the native.s them.selve.s. Judging, hoAvever, from 
the known harems of some of the chiefs, as also the 
})oi)ulation of some of the smaller towns near Clarence, 
there must be at least from^ fifteen to twenty thou- 
sand persons scattered 'over the island. This agrce.s 
very muclf with what we learned from a liberated 
African, who had been at nearly all the towius. In 
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such of them as are settled near the coast, there are 
three divisions of labour — hunting, palm-nut and wine 
gathering, and lishiug ; the yum planting being com- 
mon M'ork for all the tribe. 

Each town and village has a chief, or Eri'-c6-cd-no, 
who.se authority depends on tlie number of his sub- 
jects, paying merely a nominal deference to each other 
according to that .standard. 

The religion of this strange })COi)le is paganism, 
M'hile at the same time they believe in, and worship 
as the su])remc object of thejr adoration, an unknown 
Great Spirit, whom they call Ku])i, and whom they 
assert to be the Almighty Ruler of the world. The 
intermediate idols are called the Mohs; there are 
two ofUciating [iriests to each tribe; the chief 
priest Avho cliants at tlic great religious festivals, or 
liota-kim-o; the other is the *gods’-mau, or Biijeh- 
riipi. These parties possess unlimited confidence ; 
whether in health or sickness, peace or war, their 
councils ])revail over all others ; and whenever dis- 
putes t)ccur, the issues depend moye on their influence 
than that of the head men or chiefs, to whom civil 
matters arc refcri’ed. 

'J'hc Mohs or idols are imde wooden or earthen 
figures, mostl}'^ under the charge of priests, who ofier 
to them such portions of cooked venison, fowls, — if 
white, so much the f>ctter, — ground rat, and palm 
wine or topi, as the people bestow on tli^ir objects of 
worship. 
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The Edecjah always sjiits out the first moutliful of 
whatever he is drink iug, for the use of the Mohs. 
Every one carries about the person sundry cliarins or 
amulets, supposed * to protect from evil. Many of 
these are very cimous, and may, in connexion with 
other cu*cumstancos, tend to throw some lif^ht on the 
early source of their relijrion. Some of the most 
valued of these arc ^'oats’ heads ; the fat of .sheep or 
goats enclosed in a i)icce of intestine, and fastened 
round the neck ; the skin of a small species of M’ild 
cat, the Gendta RiclumhouU, which being scarce and 
difficult to procui’c, is so much prized, that .scarcely 
anything will induce them to part with one ; the 
specimen of this animal mc .sent to the British Mu.<enm, 
M-as skinned in the most dexterous manner from the 
mouth. It Mas only ol>tained by accident ; the man 
in M'liose possession it ‘was, being intoxicated. Mas j)cr- 
suaded to part m ith it for a <juantity of tobacco, M'hich 
Mould have purchased half-a-punchcon of palm oil. 
Another very singular auiidet mc also got hold of with 
difficulty ; it M'as round the neck cf a fi.sherman, and 
probably repre.scnted the uncertainty of life in his 
occupation, and dependence on tlie .Mohs. It Mas a 
small model canoe, having inside of it some minute 
bones covered M’itli clay ; it M'as suspended from the 
neck, and had connected M'ith it some hcad.s of dogs 
and monkeys, as also goat’s fat in pieces of intostine^^ 

• In another' chapter we have drawn attention to many rernarkahle 
c<jincidetjcef» existing between the religious observancCM of tho <1iftVrent 
tribes of Western Africa and the Ancient f Egyptians. 
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The principal religious festival of the year is just 
before the jilanting of the yam, at which season each 
village makes up a large hunting party, for the pur- 
pose of cai)turing deer, monkeys, ground rats, and 
bulfalocs ; the lattiu* are rei)ortcd to be wild, scarce, 
and only procurable at a considerable elevation ; they 
call it Bush beef, oi- Kn-co»pu ; the colour of skin is 
said to be mostly black above, and ^^hite beneath. 

.Ml the products of the chase are devoted to this 
feast or olicring to the — alas! awful truth — unknown 
(iod, RiipT ; portions of the mejat are first presented to 
this great .'<i>irit, through the mediation of the M(>hs, 
or idols, after which the assembled multitude, partake 
to repletion of the animal food, combining W'ith it 
abundant libations of palm-wine, or topi. They 
believe by this, the deities are conciliated and a good 
yam season ensured. 

On the death of any member of a tribe, lamentation 
is made for seven suns, or one week. The body of the 
deceased is first shaved, then covered all over with 
white clay, and buried the day of his demise. A hole 
is dug, just large enough torecen’c tl.c bod}' placed on 
the side, with the legs doubled up in*a sitting posture; 
and the head laid towards the high mountain called 
Clarence Peak. 

The whole term • of mourning is a month, or 
twenty-eight suns, during* wdiich the relatives assemble 
together in one place, where they cat and^nnk, but 
as they then use the topi in a more fermented state, 



202 


MOUUNINU. 


or spirituous liquors if tliey cuu bo obtained; it is 
generally rather a season of quiet rejoicing than of 
sorrowing. At the end of the month, four of the sons, 
if the party may have had such family, otherwise, the 
four nearest male relatives, are obliged to go out hunt- 
ing for the ground j»ig, a large description of Echimyna 
— the Aulacodus 7'’t)c«*v.v— a favourite food of the 
Edeeyahs, which jft hen cooked, is partaken of by those 
only who were engaged in the hunt ; after which some 
of it with yam and palm-wine, arc placed over the 
grave for the siijiposed use of the dead. 

One of the most unfortunate accidents that can 
happen, in their opinion, is to touch the foot of a 
deceased person ; they say it is certain to be fol- 
lowed by the death of the unlucky indiviilual, and 
perhaps under the continued iniluence of religious 
fear, brought on by such an occuiTence, it may be 
indeed realized. All their rude ornaments are buried 
with them. 

The money, a sort of small limpet, {Pafe/ftt,) Avith 
a hole drilled thr(>ugh it, and ujade up into strings, as 
also the yams or other property, is <livided e<pially 
among the children, if there are any, if not, among the 
nearest relatives. 

They believe in the immortality of the souls of the 
good, and that evil spirits'''^ can afflict them both 
here and hereafter, so that one great province of the 


* Mnh-walla-bl is ilie ex])re»slon both tor doviU ant] tlieir liull or 
had ]duce. 
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priest or Biiyeh-riipf, is to grant charms M'hich may 
have tlie poAver of keeping away this dreaded in- 
iluencc. 

The system of betrothal observed among Eastern 

nations here obtains in the case of the first wife. It 

must continue at least for two years, during which time 

the asj)ii’ant to E(lec\ah iJeaut}’^ is obliged to perform 

such laboui’ as avouUI otherwise %lk to the lot of his 

iiitended Avifo ; carrying the palm-oil to the market, 

water for household purposes, planting yams, &c.. thus 

realizing in })art, .la cob's servitude for his loved Rachel, 

“ And tiny seemed but a few days, for the love he had 

to her/’ The girl is kept in a hut, concealed from 

public gaze as much as possible. The courtship or 

bi'trothal commence.s usually at thirteen or fourteen 

years of age, but connexion is not permitted until the 
*■ • 

conclusion of the two years, and should frail nature 
yield before the sj^ecilied time, the ofience is treated 
as seduction, the youth seA^wely punished, as Avell as 
heaA'Y fines exacted from his relatives; indeed to seduce 
an Etlceyah is one of the gi*eatcst t‘ri?nes against their 
social svstem. 

The period of betrothal ha ving expired, the girl is still 
further detained in the hut until there arc unecpiiAOcal 
symptoms of her becoming a parent, which fiviling, the 
term is prolonged until eighteen months. On her first 
apjicarance in public as a married woman, she is 
suri’ounded by all the young maidens o& the tribe, 
Avho dance and sing round her, and a feast is held 
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by the friends and relatives. The probationary 
system of betrothal is only observed for the first wife, 
M'ho keeps all the others in older, polyjiamy being 
universally permitted; jthe number of wives hero as 
elsewhere in Africa depending very much on the cir- 
cumstances of the party. Some of the chiefs have 
upwards of one hundred wives and concuhines. 
Bulloko, the so-called Khnj of Barid-biitali. a town 
seven or eight miles from Clarence, is said to have 
upwards of two hundred. Females are evidently, from 
whatever cause, more numerous than the otlier 
sex. 

Adultery is considered to he one of the most serious 
offences, as the ]>enalty indicates; fur the first trans- 
gression both ]>arties are jmnished vvith the loss of a 
hand; in the case of a man, however, he cannot forfeit 
the other hand, the itunishment for a repetition of tlie 
offence, being severe chastisement and heavy fines 
extended even to the property of the relatives. I'hc 
woman loses the remaining hand for a .second act of 
adultery, and banishment from the tribe. 'I’liese 
unfortunate creatures take refuge with the Krumen at 
Clarence, but they always feel deeply the exclusion 
from their native town, regarding it a.s a far greater 
loss than the deprivation of their hands. The ampu- 
tatitm is performed with a common knife and is done 
at the wrist joint ; after the ttperation, a strong vege- 
table astringent is applied, which is said to re-strain 
the hajuiorrhagt' perfectly. Clay is put over all, and 
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the arm hehl upri'rht by a relay of friends. The 
body is well coveied oAcr with clay and palm-oil to 
kcej) the patient as warm as pos.siblc. We examined 
some of the stumps of these unhappy offenders against 
the Edeeyah moral code, and they seemed to have 
been as well done, as if under the care of an accom- 
plished English surgeon. 

In their military arrangements they are no less 
sagacious and })rudent than in tlt^'ir civil governance. 
Every one above the age of fifteen is liable to take 
part in their wars. They are all exercised with a 
precision which astonishes jj Euro]>oan. Foi'ming 
into sections, and marching in regular order, armed 
with long wooden spears, slings, and a few with 
muskets ; tlio lUiyeh-riipi and Bdtil Kim-o, or 
chanting-]>riest, often taking the lead, and apparently 
<lii'ecting in a sort of singing toue, the evolutions to 
be ju'rfoiTned. 'i'he wars usually result from some 
aggressions, perhaps trifling, between certain towns, 
mosilv those at a distance T but they almost always 
end without loss of life. Perhaps a few may receive 
])ainful spear wound.s — the kind-het?tcd Edcev'ah being 
reluctant to take a follow creatuac’s life — and then 
they come to an amicable arrangement. 

They are reinai’kably expert in the management of 
the spear and sling, aud scarcely any animal, however 
small, can escape them at a moderate distance. 

Such as have fire-arms are very proud of them, aud 
soon become first-rate shots, using them principally 
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against monkeys and the large antelope or golden 
roode bok. They station themselves near brooks or 
certain trees where these animals are likely to come, 
and imitate so faithfully the several cries, that tliese 
cautious inhabitants of the forest are enticed to 
within a few paces of the .sj)ot where the .spoi-tsman 
stands jirepared to salute them M'ith the deadly dis- 
charge; for it is a rule among them, — powder ami 
shot being both so 'rscarce, — never to fire iniless they 
arc quite certain of securing the object. 

The usual occupations of the p(K)]»le arc hunting, 
fishing, and procuring the jtalm-nut, each of which i.^ 
followed by separate ])ersons in the town or village ; 
but during the tijue of ]*lanting the yam. all are very 
industriously emj>loyod. This takes ])lace before the 
conclusion of the rains in Xovember, and as the 
underwood gi’ows .s<» rajiidly. it is a work of labour to 
get the grounds juoperly cleaied. I'he yum and corn 
plantations arc' kept in e.xcellent order, and the twin- 
ing foliage of the fcjrmor '"being .suj)porte<l on uju'ight 
cauc.s, gives something tht' appearance of a ho])-iield 
in the conimencen*»ent of the .season. I'hc yams of 
Fernando I'o are. justly considered the finest in the 
world, being very iarinuceou.s, and when well cookc'd, 
mealy like good |)otatoe.s. 

The natives have several m(>thod.s of catching fish, 
which abound all round the irland. 

One of the most plentiful is a species of clupa'a, 
resembling in size and appearance our Engli.sh sprat. 
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those they obtain with the seine ; Init their favourite 
sport is trolling for honettas, which are here largo and 
Avell-flavourcd. 

These fish n.sually frequent the buys morning and 
evening, to procure a meal off the tiny clupaca; this, 
therefore, is used alive as the bait, one ]>erson in each 
canoe being enqdoyed \vitl,i a small line and hook to 
take these le.s.ser fry, while the others stand up and 
with a long cane and line kecp*tfie tcmj)ting prey 
ffickering about on the surfare of the Mater, M-hei-c it 
soon attracts the hungry bonetta, mIio in his turn falls 
into the trap of the wary fisherman. It is an excit- 
ing recreation, and some of the oflicors M’oro very fond 
of it, e.specially as enabling them to imbilge in a luxury 
M'hich though so plentiful, is difficult to bo obtained ; 
what the Kdeeyahs do not retpiire for their own tribe 
can only be j)urchasc!d by tobaccotand they M'ould very 
often refuse half a dollar for a fish M'hich five or six 
leaves of the favourite M'ced would haA'c ])rocured. 

The caiux's arc long, raflier flat-bottomed; sharp- 
pointed forward, but square aft, where the steersman 
sits; he is u.sually a person of some imjmrtance, and 
has the hair done up behind into a» ma,ss of red clay, 
so large and M'eighty that it is impossible to look at 
him in the frail bark, Muthout feeling that the least 
motion in a Mwong direction Mmuld overturn him, and 
doM’n he Mould go like « stone; swimming being an 
art almost unknowm among them. The sail is made 
of grass fibre. • On the top of the light cane used as 
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a mast, there is always suspended a buncli of grass 
enclosing some charm against danger and had luck. 

Laud ci’abs are verj’ common round tljo edges of 
the baj’s, and form at certain seasons a large and 
much relished portion of the food of those who live 
near the sea. Those* active little crustaceje scarcely 
move out of their holes in the dry sand, during tlie 
daytime, but at niirht they nui about on the beach in 
immense numbers VUhe native.s then sally out witli 
torches of resinous woetd. tlie light of which allures 
them, and they ai’e easily takoi. One evening, whih* 
at AVest Bay, the shoie lookeel as if illuniinat(*d, by 
the number of flambeaux which flitted about in all 
directions. 

One .strange jiectiliarity in the Edeeyah tribes, is the 
inclination they feel to work, hunt, or dance, in 
unison ; thus, whenever it is necessary to get them to 
labour, all the males of the tillage or town must be 
employed ; ia this wa}- an imnu'nse deal is accom- 
])lished in a fbw days. ]Vlr. Scott, a coloured ])erson. 
who gcneridly superiiitemled their operations at 
Clarence, informed us. they could move the largest 
trees, and tran.«pcrt them, without dilliculty, merely 
by the habit they have acfpiircd of using their strength 
together ; so that when the same numl)er of other 
negroes would bo pulling awaj' one against another, 
without much effect, — the Kdeeyahs arc enabled to 
carry enormous weights. TJicy are, however, very 
uncertain and capricious, .seldom continuing many 
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days consecutively at any work ; and should the 
Biiyeh-rupi take it into his head that the Mohs or 
idols are unpropiti(jus, the whole tribe would walk 
off without further notice ; but while engaged, they 
get through a great deal of work, either in clearing 
the ground or removing timber. Each man has with 
him his favourite wife, wjio carries his food for the 
day; and they all come armed as if for a fight, in- 
stead of to peaceful occupations, wages are paid 

in tobacco and spirits, and very little suffices. 

We wore suddenly startled one morning at Clarence, 
by hearing a slow, sonorous chant, perfonned as it 
were by one voice of immense power, w^hich struck on 
the car with the most singular effect. 

On looking in the direction of the sound, we ob- 
served about 200 Edeeyahs or Bubis, armed with 
spears, marching round in a large open space near 
Mr. Scott’s house ; first moving in single and double 
file, then forming into sections with tolerable regu- 
larity ; while at the head stalked the B6ta-Klm-o, or 
chanting priest, vociferating from time to time a few 
sentences, with the accompanying noise of a wooden 
rattle (vide i^fnean mtisical instruments), on which 
all present took up the dirge or incantation. Nothing 
could exceed the exact unison in w’hich they joined ; 
it seemed truly as if one person with stentorian lungs 
was enacting this extraordinary ceremony. 

We concluded they were meditating an^ attack on 
the well-filled tobacco and rum casks in the adjacent 
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store ; but in a short time tliey all suddenly and 
quietly separated, moving off to a place where some 
work was to be executed by them. 

It seems, that 'they never commence any undertak- 
ing either of pleasure or business, without invoking 
their Mohs or idols, and the ceremony we witnessed, 
was for that puri^ose. 

Tlie palm-nut and topi-gathcrers arc a separate 
class, who live almokt entirely by tliis avocation ; tlie 
products of which arc exchanged for necessary articles 
of food, game, or fish. 1'hey ascend tlie trees by 
passing a hoop round, in which they insert the body, 
and leaning back in it, tliey draw uji the feet one 
after the other, until about fourteen inches or more is 
gained; the rough bark of the palm prevents their 
slipping, and the hoop is jerked a little higher, and so 
on until the top is reached ; they become so expert by 
practice, that they mount up with great rapidity. Most 
of them sufiV'i- from excoriations and ulcers about the 
legs, by rubbing against' the rough palm-bark ; and 
sometimes they meet with very disagreeable occupants 
at the summit, in the shape of snakes, who there 
betake themsclvef: for the insects and smaller birds 
which frequent the feathery branches. 

Tlie Btiyeh-rupis also officiate as medical advisers. 
They use several plants, chiefly as external applica- 
tions. A favourite remedy io anointing the body all 
over with palm-oil and clay, and making the patient 
sit near a fire. They apply the leaves of a small 
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lierbaccoxis plant, cither a Plumbago or Salvcidora, to 
produce blisters, and it acts with rapidity and vio- 
lence ; nothing is, hov'ever, considered so efficacious as 
the mediation of the priest. 

As it was desirable to bo ready for any emergency, 
M’hether for going up the river or for returning to 
England, should orders arrive from Government for 
the al)andoniucnt of the cntei’jn’ize ; and they were 
most anxiously loohcd for, — cvety* heavy and bulky 
jft’ticle which could be spared was landed, with the 
view of liglitoning the ves!5cls, and enabling them to 
take in as much coal as possibre ; and tlte* Wilberforce’ 
was laid on the beach for the pur]>osc of clearing the 
bottom, M’hieh was found to be very foul. 

^riie arrival of Lieutenant Littlchalcs in the ‘ Dolphin’ 
gave an opportunity of showing our gratitude to that 
kind officer for his great humanity to our sick 
men. 

Wednesday, April ^ 2th. — II.M. steam-vessel ‘Driver,’ 
on her way to China, amvefl, bringing no instructions 
from Govennnent. Some newspapers, however, con- 
tained a speech made by Lord Stanley on the 5th 
March in the House of Commons, in which he stated, 
that “ Her Majesty’s Government did not feel them- 
selves justified, even for the important pinposes for 
which it was thought right to dispatch the last Expe- 
dition, to run the risk.of sacrificing the health and 
lives of more of Her Majesty’s subjects b^ repeating 
the attempt. So far then as white men were con- 

p 2 
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cerned, it was not the intention of Her Majesty’s 
GoTemment to rencM' the Expedition to the Niger.” 

Tliis intelligence had the effect of determining Cap- 
tain Allen to delay his proposed ascent, in tlie hope 
of being relieved from res])Ousibility by instructions 
from England ; and the arrival of II.M. Brig ' Rapid,’ 
on her way to the Bight of J3cnin, gave an opportunity 
of inquiring into the rumour of the attack of the ilodel 
Farm and the death of Mr. Carr, both of M hich objects 
Lieutenant Earle kindly undertook. 

While the ‘Driver’ was lying in the bay, taking in 
fuel, .some of the of!it;er.s being very an.vious to witness 
the Edeeyah method of hunting, Me made an arrange- 
ment M'ith our friend the Chief of liannapa to assemble 
hi.s people; Mhich he did on the 1 (!th. However, only 
Mr. Rhayre and another Mould venture, some one 
having hinted at the possibility of jungle fever and 
other perils. We started off to the ])lace of rendezvous 
about three miles from Clarence, and there found our 
Edeeyah allied congregateU to the number of tM'O hun- 
dred. The place .selected for the scene of the day’s 
amusement Mas beautifully picture.s(iue and diversified^ 
and M'e only requirtul a moic favourable state of the 
weather to have enjoyed it more fully. The unclothed 
and clay-bedaubed natites M’ere lying about in little 
groups, smoking M’ith evident gusto the mueh-prized 
tobacco, and speculating on tlic success of the day. 

Soon after our arrival they commenced fastening a 
large net made of cocoa-nut or ])alm fil)rt> to the sur- 
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rounding trees ; to ■wliicli point it was intended to drive 
the game. The Bota-Kim-o having kindled a fire, bel- 
lowed forth his incaAtations to tlie great spirit Rupi, 
first in a slow, easy tone; by degrees he got more 
excited, calling out loudly for the assistance of the 
deity, and occasionally with uplifted spear performing 
sundry uncouth gesticulations, while his numerous com- 
panions joined their voices in rude cljorus. The whole 
scene was indeed very M’ild and striking; nor did it 
lose any of its interest from being enacted beneath the 
lofty bombax and graceful paliji-trces by which we M-cre 
surrounded. The features of the chanting priest be- 
came contorted, his body covered with perspiration 
from his exertions, and he looked like a person out of 
his senses. How far this religious excitement might 
have carried him we know not ; fortunately for us, who 
had ventured so far to see the dliasc, the spirit Rupi 
was at last propitiated, and in an instant all rushed to 
a small tree with a somewdiat broad leaf, which they 
plucked, and began rubbing between the llands ; placing 
a little branch in their armlets, and^also in the button- 
holes of our shooting coats; this the interpreter in- 
formed us was to be a token of colbpact between all 
parties, that if any then present should be killed or 
wounded by spear or gun, it Avas to be considered the 
result of accident, not design, and as such should pass 
without i-ctaliation. 

The natives then spread out into two Jong lines, 
diverging to the right and left, from the spot where 
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the net had been amingcd, taking care to piit us out 
of harm’s way as much as j>ossihlc. at the narrow 
pathways on the outskirts, wlreroithc larger deer Avere 
expected to break 'through. All the party then began 
to beat the bushes. The noise and hubbub on CA'ory 
side was deafening, esjiecially as the startled game 
bounded forth from their hiding places, when spears 
and sticks were, thrown in all directions at the 
frightened creatures, who, if they escaped these dan- 
gers, ran down between the lines and were ca}>tured at 
the net. This uproarious chase had not lasted more 
than half an hour when, much to our regret, it was 
put an end to by the ap{>roach of a very heavy tor- 
nado, from which avc were but too thankful to take 
refuge in the town, not, however, without getting a 
good Avetting, which our dark-skinned companions 
seemed to be as anxious to avoid as ourselves. 

We were much pleased with the kindly anxiety of 
the Edecyalis to ju'cvent our being injured, M'hile they 
were most de.sirous to show us all the amusement. 
The chief and his jicadnicu received a present of some 
2>ounds of tobacco, with which they were well satisfied. 
They only caj>turdd a few bush rats, Cncdomyi< po- 
emis, some porciipines, Athemrw Afrlamw, and two 
black-rumped guevis, Cuphalophm meUmotus, a small 
description of anteloi)e; but to make uj) for this 
the natives brought us alive "the proceeds of another 
and more successful hunt some days after, in which we 
gladly recognised two splendid specimens of antelope. 
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The Cephalophorm Ogitbyii; of a rich golden brown, 
somewhat paler on the belly ; the face, ears, and back 
of neck clothed with^ black hairs, which become more 
rigid and numerous along the bach. The horns are 
shoi’t and conical, about two inches long, marked with 
five or six irregular transverse ridges. These, the first 
two perfect specimens sent to England, were forwarded 
to the coUections at the British Museum and Zoolo- 
gical Society of London. 
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Mr. Jamieson’s settlement at Bass^i-pu — Mr. Beecroft’s knowledge of 
the native character - Gigantic trees — Botanical remarks— Monkey's 
— Squin*els— Birds — The spiny -hii led flying squirrel — The large 
blue piantain*eater — Sun-birds — Large snakes — The mason wasjt — 
Krumen catching a turtle — New moon dances of the Africans — 
Bimbia— King William — Odd costume of that chief— II is wives — 
Tribute paid in slaves — Royal disjjleasure — Avaricious demands— 
Fondness for strong litiuoi-s — King William’s consequence — Muii- 
doleh— Yellow Nako, the Lord of the Isles— Voracity of tlie blue 
shark — Peculiar structures about the head — Supposed uses. 


Messr.s. Rosgiier and Thomson went over to Mr. 
Jamieson’s settlement. Shark River, near Bassa-pu, 
which they reached with some difficulty, having; adven- 
tured themselves in a crazy vessel, which had been 
a racing galley in times past, but wa.s now so split 
and disabled by tropical suns, that it required one 
man constantly baling to keep her afloat ; to add to 
their disagreeables, some of the negroes were refrac- 
tory, and, regardless of a heavy swell which was 
setting in, would just paddle aS they thought proper. 

The placg selected by Mr. Beecroft for the settle- 
ment is most judiciously chosen on a small promon- 
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torj, fully exposed to all the benefit of the sea-air, 
and, moreover, the dense brushwood which springs up 
so luxuriantly at most other parts of the island is 
here wanting; fine forest trees abound, but from some 
peculiarity, the soil is dry, and there is no tendency 
to tlio vegetation just spoken of. From all that Avas 
learned, it a]>pcared to be^a very healthy locality, and 
few who have resided at it have suflered from dan- 
gerous fevers. Mr. B. received fliem with his usual 
tFuly English fi-ankness, aided in all their inqui- 
ries, and enabled them to pass a sojourn of five days 
most agreeably, uiider his hospitable roof. There is a 
store attached to the place for the puriiose of traffick- 
ing with the natives for palm-oil, and Mr. Jamieson’s 
sliips generally touch here to fill ni> any deficiencies 
of cargo or provisions that may be required. 

The natives of Bassa-pu, the ^udjoining village, arc 
like the rest of their countrymen, very harmless and 
good-natured, but now .and then they arc obliged to 
have a war palaver with soific distant town, in consc- 
qiiencc of the seduction of a female, or some petty 
quarrel ; but although they .arc all well trained in 
theii’ military evolutions, the natm*c of the country 
does not admit of an open engagement, so that the 
offensive is confined to certain strategics by Avhich 
they get near enough sometimes to inflict a spear 
wound or two, and perk.aps in theii- rctrc.at bear off 
with them slight scratches “ a postei'iori” to show that 
they prefer running away rather than deadly combat. 
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They are greatly attached to Englishmen, and have 
ever shown the most friendly feeling to the white 
residents, whose opinion they regard as law. Fortu- 
nately Mr. Bcccroft unites with his kindliness of dis- 
position, a thorough knowledge of the native character 
here and all over the coast, so that they respect him 
very much. The timber in the neighbourhood is 
remarkably fine, being different species of iron-wood, 
red-wood, African oak, and many sorts of line woods 
unknown as yet by their botanical characters, but 
producing excellent timber. The Bomhacete arc 
the largest in Africa, some of them being one 
hundred and fifty feet from the base to the first 
branch, while the buttresses by w hich these immense 
trees are supported often occupy a circumference of 
fifty or sixty feet. They are truly the giants of African 
forests; the wood being vciy soft and buoyant, is 
suitable for canoes, but scarcely for any other purjmsc. 
Most of them have in the dry seasons festoons of 
beautiful parasitic plants pendant from the branches, or 
convolvuli twining gracefully round the trunks. The 
trees most prized by the natives, arc the palm and goora 
or SterctUiaf’" , ajipurcntly a different sj>ccies to that 
found on the mainland. The former, besides affording 
a refreshing drink — topi, or palm-wine — yields the 
oil which adds zest to their simple cookery, and pro- 
cures them in barter the luxuries of tobacco and rum ; 

X 

* Dr. Thomson obtained an extremely bitter alkaloid principle 
from the sterculia^ wliich he designated Sterculiiie. 
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M’Jlilc the seed of the latter, fumishes an agreeable 
tonic bitter, and in the hands of the Buyeh-riipi works 
Avonders as a medicine. Some of tlie straighter branches 
of the young Tespesia or red-wood lire used as spears. 

Among the numerous objects of botanical interest 
we noticed a species of ebony or Dyospyros; a dark- 
colored wood like maho^ny, either a Swietenia or 
TrichUia; a fine tree said to produce good timber, 
Myroholamm or Tet'minalia; a climbing shrubby 
Ctssiis, Avitli l^ulpy beiTics; a small shrub with alter- 
nate simple leaA'es, apparently a. Unona; a Capparis, a 
spiny herbaceous shrub Avith alternate leaAXs; one 
small FUicoiirtiana; a moderate-sized 

tree, alternate leaved, Avitli a resinous bark ; the fruit, 
a sort of yclloAv plum, was acerb and disagreeable ; 
a herb with simple opposite leaves, something like 
a Lawsonia; a species of AcJiyranthes, a branched 
shnib with opposite leaves ; and, lastly, a herba- 
ceous plant, simple leaved, either a Plumbago or 
Salvadora, used by the natives to exCite vesication, 
Avhich it docs in a very short space of time. 

Ml*. Thomson’s object was to obtain as many speci- 
mens as possible of the animals ?ind birds, and he 
fortunately succeeded in procuring some new species, 
and many of those already known, but imperfectly 
described from furriers’ skins. 

Among these were ‘the red and black colobus, 
Colobiis rufoniger; the black colobus, Colobus satanas, 
called by the Edceyahs, Mu-cho; Bmmett’s moua, 
Oercopitheem Buriiettii; the red-eared monkey, Cerco- 
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jnthecus erythroti8,n2A\\c name Mo-bah, a very cnrionsly 
marked animal, the cars and greater part of the tail 
being dusky red; the h.o(h^c\\v, ^GercopltJiecus nicti- 
tans*‘, the black galago. Galago Alleni; Richardson’s 
gennet, Gemtta RiclMrihoni, native name Chipah ; the 
golden roode bok, Gephalophns Ogilbtfi, native name 
Cho-oh; the black-rumpcd giicvi, Cephaloplius mela- 
notus, native name Sc-chi. Of Scwrincr. several 
interesting varieties: the red-checked squirrel, Sciurm 
erytlirogenys, native name Buso-i)i ; the red-armed 
squirrel, Schirus rvfobrachnnni Stangcr’s squirrel, 
Sciw'vs Sfangeri; the red-forked S(juirrcl, Schirus 
poensis; and the spiny-tailc<l flying squirrel Pfcroinys 
clerbiamis, native name Iba-hc ; these latter abound in 
the woods at Bassa-pu, they only move out of their 
resting-places about sunset, and as they shoot across 
from tree to tree, they <“xpand tlie membranous jmrtion 
that fringes each side between the upj)er and lower 
extremities, which gives a curious effect to their fliglit. 
A tufted porClipine, Atherura, was apparently a new 
species. This and the bush-pig, Cricetomys poensis, 
arc favourite articles of food amonji the Edceyahs. 


* We had a young one of this sjieeies about four inoiitlia old, wJileh 
became so attached, if left ahme, it would tlirow itself <lown, and 
beat its liead violently against the ground, testifying the deepest grief. 
It was very tame and interesting in its ha))its. One tlay it >vas 
necessary to leave the little creature, wliieh as usual dis])Iayed much 
sorrow at being deserted, throwing itself on the floor, and uttering 
the most plaintive cries. On our return two hours afterwards, the 
little hocheur was found dead, with the hands firmly pressed over the 
eyes, as if it had expired in a paroxysm of gi'ief. 
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The island abounds in rare birds, and some of re- 
markable fine plumage. The large tomraco, Scizorhis 
gigantca — the prince of plantain-eaters — as large 
as a pheasant, plumed in differeut shades of rich 
metallic blue, yellow, rufous, and black, the head 
surmounted with a slightly raised crest. In the 
evening these birds make a loud noise like tu-ca, 
tu-ca, which resounds through the still woods. Tliey 
are difficult of approach. The* wliite-backed crow, 
Oorvaa leuconoius, an interesting bird, but just as 
wary of the sportsman as his more sombre brother 
of our cold clime. Several species of Ploceus or 
\\ cavers. A fishing-eagle, believed to be new. Various 
haljious or kinghuuters ; the green banded cuckoo, 
Ciialcifcfi aurutus; and another probably new, with 
richer plumage. The orange-crested bush-shrike, 
Malaconofus chrysogasier ; the yellow-billed coucal, 
Zandodomus flavirodris ; plumage glossy violet, and 
purple above, cinereous beloM’, witli a tail of rich deep 
blue. The purple-headed gfaklc, Lamprotornis ptilo- 
not-ynchus; the golden-eared grakle, Lamprotornis 
vhrysonotis; and a third, supposed to be new ; all of 
them were plumed in dark coloure of rich metallic 
tint. 

The most interesting, hoMever, are the little necta- 
rinidm, .of these the olive-backed sunbird, Ginnyris 
chloronatus; the red-collared sunbird, Cinnytis chaly- 
beia; the grcen-i*umped double-collared sunbird, iVecto- 
rinia chloropygia. A beautiful species, one of which 
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we sent to England by Dr. Stanger, after whom it was 
named, Cinnyris Stangeri, is very abundant and tl\c 
colours fine, being red, yellow, and other less gaudy 
tints, blended witV rich metallic green. 

These pretty little denizens of the woods are very 
properly named sunbirds, for while most others are 
quietly buried in the thickets to avoid the heat and 
glare of the noonday sun, these diminutive pilferers are 
often actively engaged on the ncctar-t coining yellowish 
flower of the Papaya carica, which when in blossom, 
is their favourite haunt. We prociu*cd most of our 
specimens in the vicinity of one of these trees. 

Snakes arc numerous and some very largo; one, a 
description of Boa, about fourteen feet, was killed 
during oiu* sojourn, and if the accounts of the natives 
are to be credited, another of an enormous size had 
been killed at West Bay, where it had long been 
the terror of the Edceyahs. They said it was shot 
while in a state of inactivity, after having gorged 
itself w ith a golden roode bok ; a proof, if true, of its 
largo dimensions. 

Attached to the wooden rafters of the house, little 
circular and somewhat pyramidal collections of clay 
w ere noticed, which on examination were found to be 
divided into a number of oval cells, each containing 
one or more eggs, and some small Piptera intended 
as future food for the young larvm. The labours of 
this careful mason were but too often fruitless, as a 
large description of Symgris was obsciwed busy at 
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work robbing them of their contents, almost as soon 
as they were completed. The fabricators of these 
curious structures require about a fortnight to finish 
them ; they commence with a circla of glutinous clay, 
and as the work proceeds the cells arc divided off, and 
stocked, until the whole arc concluded. They are 
about one inch and a-half in diameter. 

^Ir. J ’cccroft, with his usual kindness, lent the officers 
one of liis boats and five Krumch, to take them back 
to Clarence Cove. On the passage, these hardy pulla- 
boys gave a proof of their dexterity in the water, by 
capturing a large turtle. On observing it, one of tliem 
slipped quietly overboard and got hold of the prize, 
which not liking the manqiulation, tried to escape, 
taking the Kruinan down with it ; three others imme- 
diately dived in, and after a little stniggle brought 
the turtle up, but from the imivenso power of these 
animals in their proper element, even four men were 
insufficient to master it, and it became necessary for 
the fifth to join his comjiatiions. It was not a little 
amusing to observe the conflict, the turtle having evi- 
dently the best of it, and keeping the bipeds mostly 
under water, whence every now and then five woolly 
heads shewed themselves for an instant, only to be 
dragged down again; fortunately the boat was at 
hand, and with some difiicidty the troublesome Testudo 
was lifted in-board. 

The rainy season at Fcniando Po commences about 
the latter end of May or beginning of June, and ter- 
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minatcs about the middle or end of November, but the 
tornadoes are not so frequent there as most other parts 
of the coast. According to Roschcr’s observations, 
the barometer rises with the east, and falls with the 
west wind, the maximum being when S.S.E. breezes 
are blowing, and the minimum w'hen the S.W. wind 
obtains. 

We found the evenings at Clarence to be for the 
most part, cool and agreeable, and the best time for 
walking. The settlers and natives also participated in 
this opinion, for then tliey come out to enjoy the 
favourite pastime of dancing. Moonliglit enhances the 
pleasure not a little, when, seduced by its beams and the 
dance inspiring tom-tom, they give up the gi’eatcr por- 
tion of the night to enjoyment. It seems odd how 
people can find mvsic in so rude an instrument as a 
w'ooden drum, yet vho that has “by pale moonlight” 
heard it afar off, commingled with the merry voices of 
the dancers, has not listened witli pleasure, and 
confessed that it had its claims to please. 

We must admit we have often been allured to the 
festive scene, where nature’s untaught children per- 
formed their unsophisticated movements to no other 
sounds, and as the subdued light of “nature’s own 
bestowing” fell through the rich forest drapery, on 
happy faces and graceful figures, could even have 
joined the merry throng. The new' moon is, through- 
out Western Africa, the signal for rejoicing and 
renewed offerings to the gods, and when we have 
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remarked this among other coincidences, we have 
recalled to mind the time when the Israelites also held 
their “new moon feasts and solemn festivals,” The 
Krus are passionately fond of danefng, but we cannot 
say much for their performances. They generally 
represent some hunting scene; one personating the 
animal, while the others wi^h their bodies bent and tlie 
liands resting on the thighs, jump, about in a very 
uncouth manner, looking as if they were trying to 
escape the notice of the chief performer. Sometimes 
on board ship they go tlirongh a rude but amusing 
figure, each person holding a capstan bar or some other 
large j)iece of wood, with which they strike the deck^ 
accomj)anying the performance with a grunt. Al- 
though we cannot praise their dancing, we must admit 
their mimicry to be admirable, and they even accom- 
plish extempore plays, in which v&rious characters are 
imitated in a very diverting manner. 

Friday, April 'lUnd. - In pursuance of Captain 
Allen’s detennination to keep moving about as much 
as possible, in order to preserve the l^ealth of the crews 
by change of air and scene, while waiting for orders 
from England, we sailed this day frSm Clarence Cove 
to the opposite coast, where a twin mountain faces the 
noble peak of Fernando Po. 

Like cliffs that had been rent asunder ; 

A di*eaiy sea iiow flows between.” 

The shallowness of the strait separating •these two 
remarkable elevations would tend to prove either that 

VOIi. II. Q 
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they hare been disjoined by the action oi the sea, or 
that the reverse process, their junction, is taking; place. 
Future surveys will determine if any diflbrence takes 
place in the depth of the cliannel; but ]>robability 
points to the latter hypotlicsis; from the conti"nity of 
numerous rii'crs, c.spccially tlic Ni/'cr, a considerable 
portion of the enormous amount of alluvium of M hich 
will naturally by deposited in the deej) bend <tf the 
Bight of Biafra, especially when there is an obstructing 
subaqueous ridge, marked by tlic line of volcanic 
agencj' which has raised these mountains and the 
adjacent i.slands in a S.W. direction. 

The immediate object of our little voyage M as Bim- 
bia, M'here we hoped to bo able to procure fi-esh ju'o- 
visions and vegetables, which were not to be liad at 
Fernando Po, M'here a lazy popidation of liberated 
Africans from Sicn'i'i Leone, neglect the advantages of 
one of the riche.st soils in the M orld. 

We coasted along some beautiful inlets and i.slands, 
clothed w'ith magnificent forest-trees. At the entrance 
of one of these-:-the strait dividing Bimbia Island 
from the mainland — the vessel was anchored, as it was 
not prudent to venture into an unknown channel. 

Captain Allen being de.sirous of communicating w'ith 
the chief, of the high-sounding title of King William — 
his real name being Billch — landed at the island form- 
ing the strait. “ 

We were conducted by the chief’s son, Ejbh, who 
had taken a passage with us from Fernando Po, to the 
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palaver-house, where he assured us we should find his 
august father. On our arrival, however, we ascer- 
tained that his sab^p Majesty was washing himself; 
patience M'as therefore to be practised, and we knew 
from past experience that not a small portion would 
be in requisition. 

The palaver-liousc — which the j’oyal ablutions 
afforded ample time to examine — was destitute of any 
object of interest to beguile the time, being simply a 
protection from the sun and rain. However it attained 
the object in one sense, since it induced that negative 
state of enjoyment, — only appreciated in a hot climate, 
— the luxury of reposing in a cool shade and, — doing 
nothing. 

After a great deal of equivocation and loss of time 
we were informed that the chief was on the opposite 
side, at his house; which w'as .distingiiished by its 
commanding position, size, European form, and the 
splendour of w'hitewash, from the numerous huts scat- 
tered cn amphitMatre along \lic beautifuk shores of the 
strait, and up the slopes of the lower hills of the 
eastern base of the Oamcroons Mountain. They were, 
however, grouped into distinct villages. We imme- 
diately crossed over to the landing-place, and walked 
up a rising ground, between neat huts surrounded 
with gardens, to the chief’s residence, — a very good- 
looking wooden house. ^Thc principal floor is raised 
from the ground, and is surrounded by a verandah ; it 
contains some good rooms. Around the grand salon 

Q 2 
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were ranged about a dozen large cliests, containing 
cloth of European fabric. The walls were adorned 
with looking-glasses of divers sizes, and abundance of 
crockerj-ware, for' no other purpose than show, and 
some of it in xcry curious juxta-position. A back- 
room W’as used as a sitting-room, and had chairs and 
tables, with presses around .the walls, the depositaries 
of his wealth, and various articles foi’ trade with the 
natives of the interior. Beneath this floor were other 
apartments, or magazines. Two long lines of huts 
behind the palace were occupied b}’ his numerous 
wives, children, slaves, and cattle. 

This house, and another of smaller dimensions, Averc 
constructed at Fernando Po, by Mr. Scott, and cost 
one hundred dollars. Being situated on an elevation, 
and whitewashed, it had a verj’ imposing appearance ; 
well calculated to impress the surrounding natives with 
a due idea of the chief’s dignity, derived from his 
friendship with the white men. He was, in fact, con- 
firmed in his^ supremacy by Colonel Nicolls, about 
fifteen years ago, when he sxirrcndered the sovereignty 
of his country to England, and received the title of 
King William. He is brother to the former chief, 
Naka, Avho ruled over all the country at tlie eastern 
base of the Camaroons Mountain called Bakwileh ; 
that is to say, he had more wealth than the neighbour- 
ing chiefs, who will hardly acknowledge even a nominal 
supremacy.. There are several of these petty chiefs 
in the little strait of Bimbia, whose villages are 
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so close together as to give the appearance of one 
town. 

Wc were kept wafting here also a long while for the 
sable chief ; who doubtless, like other great men, 
thought that our opinion of his importance would rise 
in proportion to the time w'e were held in anxious expec- 
tation of his appearance. • To our frequent inquiries 
M hy he did not come, we were told “4;ho king wash him 
face” and would come “one time,” /. <?., directly. 

Our original information of his being on the island, 
proved to be correct, as we «aw him land, and walk 
up the liill in very stately guise, suiroundcd by a few 
attendants, and his own person protected, not only 
by an umbrella, but by a large double-caped boat- 
cloak. He saluted us in the English fashion, by 
shaking hands; but seemed very anxious to impress 
us at once with the idea of his magnificence, drawing 
our attention particularly, and with great complacency 
to the evidences of his weiilth and power around the 
room, displayed in the form of pots and pans and 
chamber utensils, which he said made him look like a 
“ proper king,” whereas if he had not all these things 
the “ bushmen” would think him a “ small man.” He 
apologized for having kept us waiting so long, and said 
he had recently lost his son, and five of his people. 
All his women were consequently in mourning, that is, 
they had heightened the extreme ugliness of their 
features, by plastering their faces with imiigo. We 
saw one lady of the court, with a mirror, before which 
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she was laying it on pretty thick ; and with much care 
if not taste. Tlie object of our visit was for the simple 
and homely purpose of purchasing' fresh provisions, and 
of opening a better system of traffic tlian liad liitherto 
prevailed. Ilis Maje.^fy however entered at once 
into subjects of high diplomacy. He denounced with 
great eloquence or volubilit} the inhabitants of one of 
the islands in the Bay of Amboises, who being rendered 
“saucy,” by the impregnable nature of their position, 
had set his authority at nouglit. After having druuk 
fetiche water, and made an agreement with liim that 
the islands should be his, they had fired at his people? 
stolen some of his wives, and caused the death of his 
son. Moreover, they invariably attacked canoes which 
they thought not strong enough to resist tlicm, and liad 
even killed two Kninien ; they were therefore enemies 
equally of the black and the wliite man. This latter 
part of the charge was not likely to be true ; but it 
■was found that the natives of Bimbia, sometimes 
assume the Kru mark, and pretend it had been con- 
ferred on them by some head Kruman. For all tliese 
crimes and treasonable practices, he threatened ven- 
geance in very energetic terms, and suggested the 
propriety of Her Britannic Majesty’s steam-vessel, 

‘ Wilberforcc,’ declaring M'ar upon the refractory 
subjects of our firm ally, and that we should at once 
proceed to bum their town as a lesson to them. 

Captain' Allen endeavoured to explain to him the 
disadvantage of being in continual hostility with his 
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neighbours, which would be detrimental to the legiti- 
mate commerce he professed the disposition to pro- 
mote, and he tried W) awaken in him the better prin- 
ciples of charity and good-will towaMs his neighbours. 
The chief said he would willingly make peace with 
them, if they would pay him eight hundred “ coppers 
M'hich it was not likely they would agree to, as they did 
not admit his claim of supremacy. ^However, Captain 
Allen said he would try and settle that “bob” for him. 

He next turned with equal vehemence to an alleged 
infraction of an agreement with the English agent at 
Fernando Po, who had engaged thirty or forty of his 
“ boys” to work at a stipulated price ; but he said, 
they could not get payment, and were frequently 
flogged, some were even put in prison. We gave 
passage to ten of these men, M^ho had been working at 
Clarence, but would remain no longer as they could 
not obtain their wages. One of these told us, that 
Billeh buys annually one hundi’ed slaves at the town 
of Rumbia, in the Bamboko country, oft the western 
base of the Camaroons Mountain. ,Sonie of these he 
used to sell to the Spaniards, and the I’est he kept to 
“ make him strong.” The Spanijft’ds, however, had 
not been here for more than a year, in consequence of 
the presence of our cruisers in the vicinity. Ej^h, son 
of the chief, a remarkably flne young man who had 
been sent to Clarence t<5 remonstrate, related the re- 
sult of his mission with much grace and energy ; and 
being nearly naked, his attitudes, though sometimes 
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constrained by his sitting posture, were seen to great 
advantage. As he spoke in his native language, he could 
not of course be understood ; but it appeared that his 
remonstrances at Clarence had nearly procured him also 
a flogging. The chief, during the harangue, frequently 
uttered passionate exclamations, clasped his hands as 
if invoking justice, or wildly threw his arms about as 
in menace. He said to us, that he had always 

* V • 

thought the M'hitc men loved justice, and “did not 
slave but now, .some of his free people were kept as 
slaves. He intimated that he might with ease take 
ample vengeance, by going with all his canoes and 
war-men and attacking the settlement. He was cau- 
tioned to be more temperate in his language, before a 
captain of a man-of-war ; that he would j)ursue a very 
improper course by such a proceeding, M^hch uould 
not fail to bring desti uction on himself and his town. 
He said with animation, “ Suppose I go in the bush, 
which way man-of-war ship catch me there 1” He was 
again advised to be less violent, and his complaint 
would be inquired jnto. On his indignation in some 
degree having subsided. Captain Allen endeavoured to 
“ make trade” with him for some fresh provision, of 
which we were much in want ; but he being inflated 
with an idea of his consequence, would hear of nothing 
less than thirty dollars for a bullock, and six for a 
goat. After being well scolded for his rapacity, he 
did not m,ond the matter by offering the goat as a 
bribe; pretending that it was always intended as a 
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present for “ Oappy.” During the discussion he dis- 
patched half a tumbler of pure brandy, without offer- 
ing any to his gucste ; and after every sip, which he 
enjoyed to the utmost, by rinsing* his mouth with it 
while anj’^ strength was left, before swallowing it, he 
was careful to keep in the flavour of the spirit, by 
crossing both his hand^ over the glass. On his 
Avant of hospitality being hinted /it, he offered us 
bottled ale, and even wine ; but could not open his 
heart to the extent of brandy. We only asked for 
some green cocoa-nuts, which afforded a delicious and 
refreshing beverage, without taxing his cellar. On 
being accused of slaving with the Spaniards, he stre- 
nuously denied having done so for many years. 

Billeh, or King William, as he likes to be called, is 
a fine specimen of a savage potentate. He is tall, 
and with a good forehead, though somewhat ferocious 
features ; to which, however, his late excitement may 
have given a worse expression than usual. Though 
he assumes so much consequence, he iS but the prin- 
cipal trader, and owes his apparent superiority over 
the other chiefs, to the possession of a greater number 
of wives and chattels ; by which h6 acquires the con- 
sideration due to a “ big man,” all being looked on as 
“little boys” until they can boast of such increase of 
their substance. ScArcral others, especially John King 
his brother, have pcihaps more influence in the 
interior, though they cannot shew such a^house, nor 
array themselves in such a boat-cloak. 
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Finding it was impossible to obtain live stock from 
this fellow on anything like reasonable terms, we left 
him very much to his disappointment, as lie expected 
to make a great harvest. lie frequently called on us 
to come back and receive his mark of friendship. 

Saturday, 2'3rd April . — AVc sailed from this inhos- 
pitable chief, who had very much disappointed 
us, and defeated, hjs own purj)Oso, and proceeded 
in the afternoon to the Ibay of Amboises, in hope 
of being more successful there, and thus by com- 
petition bring him to his senses. In steaming round 
the island, the eminences were croM'ded with natives, 
vociferating and gesticulating as wc passed ; b\it 
whether in peace or war we could not then ascer- 
tain. IIoM'Cvcr, soon after wc had anchored near the 
island called Mondoleh, they came to us in great 
numbers. 

Sunday, — Remained quietly at anchor. The 

natives readily comprehended Avhy their canoes were 
not suffered to come alongside during divine service, 
and they did not trouble us all day. 

25th . — Sent an officer to explain to the natives of 
the island that wc wished to purchase stock. The chief 
very shortly came on board, and professed his willing- 
ness to trade ; nevertheless, we had almost as much 
trouble as with the chief of Bimbia. They had abun- 
dance of goats, pigs, plantains, &c., but did not know 
how to ask enough for them ; and they were so capri- 
cious, that it required the utmost patience to await 
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their decision, in the articles which were offered to 
them in exchange. Mr. Bush the purser, however, 
managed tlicm tolefablj well. They seemed to be 
very shrewd, csi)ecially a young man called Yellow 
Nako, from his skin being of a lighter colour than the 
rest of his countrymen, lie claimed the sovereignty 
of two of the islands, named Dam^h and Mondoleh, in 
right of his father. Old Nako, ithe former chief of 
^.akwileh already mentioned. Ejeh, the son of King 
William, had asserted that his father was the lawful 
sovereign ; but when infomed w'hat Yellow Nako 
had said, he acknowledged the truth of it. 

Yellow Nako is therefore the veritable “Lord of 
Isles.” Moreover, he rejoiced in the titles of Pilot and 
Interpreter to II.M.S. ‘ Wilbeiforce.^ It was by his 
intervention that all our bargains were made ; and in 
estimating the price of the articles offered in barter, 
they w ere very suddenly depreciated, when compared 
with the value betrayed injiis anxiety to obtain the 
same as a gift. On this being pointed out to him, ho 
very nai'vely said, “ Trade is trade, 'but dash is dash.” 
The lord of the isles Avas, how ever, more interested in 
the transaction than we had suspected ; for we after 
w'ards found they were his owm goats, which he kept 
on the island Mondoleh, the Lieutenant-Governor of 
which, being the ostensible salesman, Nako W'as thus 
able to regulate his extortionate demands, by an ap- 
pearance of mediation. 

The offal of a slaughtered goat having been thrown 
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overboard, an inflated portion of it was observed 
bobbing up and doAvn in the ■water, not far from tlie 
vessel; one of the Krumen tliifikiug it might be a 
delicate fish for his frjing-pan, went in a boat to 
examine it, and put out the oar to lift it from the 
water, when to his astonishment, a largo shark sud- 
denly laid hold of the blade and nearly dragged liim 
overboard. In a short time a well-baited liook was 
over the ship’s side, which was immediately swallowed, 
and to the delight of all our sailors, the monster was 
captured. It proved to be a blue shark , — Syiialiui 
fflaucus , — not above ten feet long, but of enormous 
capacity in the jaws, which were upwards of twenty 
inches in diameter, and just such a fellow as might be 
supposed to have swallowed the “ Port Royal soldier, 
musket and all.” There were three row's of serrated 
triaiigidar teeth, some of which had been recently 
broken, probably in the mistaken attack on the oar. 
The bronchial openings, five in number, were near the 
strong falciform pectoral fins. The tail was particu- 
larly pow'erful, es{/ccially the upper lobe. The back 
and upper part of the body ■were covered with skin of 
a deep slate colour, and of a rough granulated texture, 
the belly and sides wdiitish. Even after having been 
some time out of its proper element, it continued to 
snap when anything approached. 

There were several large remwcB or sucking fish, 
adherent by the exhausting power of the muscular 
lamime or plates on the upper part of their heads. 
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Only one beautifully striped pilot was observed ; the 
little creature swam round and round the vessel as if 
looking for its voracious companion. 

On removing the skin of the shark’s head, a thick 
gelatinous-looking layer was seen, in mIucIi white 
nervous fibrillte were particularly muuerous. We could 
not but think of the possible truth of the views of 
some physiologists, who consider this structure to be 
endowed wnth the esj^ccial sensibility by which the 
slfark is enabled to detect the course of ships, and 
to follow for a long time /ind distance in their 
Avakc. 

Ccrtainlj’ nothing seems better adapted than this 
jelly-like layer for conducting the impressions occa- 
sioned by the displacement and irregular action 
of water, during the passage of large bodies through 
it. Possessed of this conformation, it is not un- 
reasonable to suppose that a shark, crossing the 
track of a shij), might thus discover by the peculiar 
motion of the water, the course the vessel is 
taking. It is only by some such jneaus wo can ac- 
count for these monsters following as thej’^ often do, 
ships, which by their superior fle^ness in a strong 
breeze, must have left them far, far astern; and yet 
on the first calm, they make their appearance perhaps 
to be captured, Avith proofs of their identity inside, 
in the shape of bones, clothes, &c., which had been 
throAV overboard many days previously. 

This view', is certainly not more inconsistent than 
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the popular belief, which ascribes to the olfactory 
organs of the shark, not only this singular faculty 
of detecting the proximity of ships, but of tracking 
them. 



CHAPTER VIH. 


Camcroons — Kinp; Bell — The free Epfhos — Tlie jtalace— Native dwcl- 
— Physical characteristics of the Diiallas — Mode of arranging 
tile hair — iliiinan sacrifices — T^ie Jibareh creek — Excursion up the 
Mj'idiha laa Dual la — I'ilot Glasgow — Apji^arance of the river — 
I’rincc Bc]>j)0 — Wuri Island — Andainako — Wana Makciiihi — A 
^welcome — Curiosity of the nnlives—Coflin a])jilied to a singular 
j>iir]>ose — A sup]»er ]»arty — Opposition of the natives — Sceiieiy — 
Fishing nets — Ya])iang river — Village of Kokki — An African loake 
— Names of the rivers— Geological features — Trade in j)alni oil — 
Causes o])eraiing agtiinst its advancement — Manufacture of grass 
cloths — King A<|ua — Dangerous shallows. 

5/'//, — As Oaj)tain Vidal in liis survc}’^ of 
this part of the coast of Africa, did not carry his 
oj^crations far beyond tlic entrance of this laige 
estuary of the Cainaroons, into wliich several rivers 
arc said to oin[)ty themselves. Captain Allen thought 
it would 1)0 a ])rofitablc employment of the time we 
liad to wait, and be in obedienpe to the instruc- 
tions of the Lords of the Admiialty*, if be could 
lay down the channel in such a* manner as might 
be useful to the shi2)s trfidiug in the river. We got 
under weigh with a rising tide, and as wc had neither 
pilot nor marks to guide us, we proceeded cautiously, 
feeling our way with thc*lead over the long flats, and 
anchored oflf King Bell’s town. lie sent a.messcnger 


See Appendix. 
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to say that he was coming on board the ‘ Wilberforce/ 
and immediately after, this petty chief, — great trader 
and greater rogue, — bounded into Gaptain Allen’s cabin 
calling out loudly for brandy. He was speedily 
ordered out to wait till he was sent for, which had 
manifestly a good eflFect. It was a lesson which he 
had never before received, and which produced an 
equally disgusting amount of fawning humility. 

‘Soudan’ only arrived in the afternoon, liaving been 
detained by the defective working of the engine. One 
of her officers, Mr. Anderson, second master, was in a 
very debilitated state ; the consequence of a violent 
secondary attack of remittent fever, which had nearly 
carried him off, resisting almost every means used, 
and only yielding to large quantities of quinine, in si.\ 
and eight-grain doses. That vessel was therefore 
ordered to repair to Ihc bay of Amboiscs. 

We landed in the afternoon to return King Bell’s 
visit, and found him in front of his house, seated in a 
large arm-chdir, witli no otlier dress than an ample 
cotton cloth folded round the loins, and an English 
black beaver hat on. lie was sun’Ounded by a num- 
ber of his people, who had devoted this cooler portion 
of the day to recreation. The principal perfopaers 
were the Egbo men, who, with painted faces, were 
enacting a rude sort of dance ; sometimes pirouetting 
in a manner which caused the loose grass kilt to fly 
out in thc^r gyrations, something like the dress of our 
ballet-dancers. The “free Ebos or Egbos” are a 
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privileged class, said to have a language and customs 
of their own. They are employed in all palavers ; 
and may pass unmolested into hostile countries, which, 
if true, would establish the fact df a sort of free- 
masonry existing throughout that portionof West Afiica. 

They wear no other covering than a kilt or fringe 
made of grass, about fowteen inches broad, round 

their loins : and a marabout feather in the hair. 

• • 

A sort of rattle is carried in each hand, — very like 
th&se for the amusement of infants, — made of wicker- 
work, which they shake at onp another in the dance. 
We purchased some of these articles from an old man, 
who disposed of them with great reluctance ; and in 
order to ease his conscience, he affected to consider us 
as belonging to the “ Free Egbo,” a privilege which we 
did not consider as at all flattering, if certain rites are 
performed at initiation which rumour has delicately 
hinted at. This is however contradictory, inasmuch 
as the society — which is under the direction of the 
priesthood — is in such repute, that nearly all the 
men of any distinction consider it t(\ be an honour to 
belong to it. 

King Bell’s house is very well buHt, with a raised 
story, surrounded by a verandah. A spacious saloon 
occupies the whole front, and is tilled with European 
goods in chests ; piles of crockery ; figures and look- 
ing-glasses in abundancoi adorning the walls. Nor 
was the room devoid of useful furniture, as t^ere were 
several tables, chairs, sofas, &c. 

TOL, II. R 



242 


KINO bell’s harem. 


Like most AfHcan potentates, his wealth was to be 
guessed at by the number of his wives ; of which both 
he and his neighbour Aqua ajpe sai<l to have cacli 
upwards of one Hundred. These extensive harems do 
not seem to give rise to the jealous feelings which 
obtain in eastern countries ; on the contrary, we had 
frequent reason to be disgusted at the open and 
unblushing manner in which their “ liege lords” prof- 
fered the women, as if they had been mere articles of 
household fmaiiture. 

The jiopulatiou of this place is large, though no 
possible estimate could be formed of its amount by us. 
as the town being laid out in wide streets or alleys, 
with plantations surrounding the houses, extends to a 
very gi’cat distance from the river. ’J'hc natives aflect 
to speak of it as interminable, and the population to 
bo bci ond all powers of calculation, though they have 
not settled here many years. TJjc houses are built of 
wood, with a great deal of taste, and are very clean, 
as arc also •the sti’oets', which arc bordered with 
palm.s, cocoa-nut.s bananas ,&c., aflbrding an agreeable 
shade as well jus abundance of fruit. The people are 
superior to most of the Africans we have met with on 
the coast. The men are well made, muscular, and of 
fair stature : the skin is soft, and in many of them of 
a yellowish brown tinge. Though the featm*es are not 
good, — the nose being often rather expanded and the 
lips thick. — still the countenance is open and agree- 
able, and quite a pleasing contrast to that of their 
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neighbours the Bimbians. Some of the women are 
pretty, but inclined to bo fat. Both sexes appear 
to give themselves up to enjoyment, dress, and the 
“ dolce far niente” induced by the climate, which also 
regulates the amount of clothing on the very narrowest 
scale consistent with decency ; although their profit- 
able intercourse with the palm-oil traders, has fur- 
nished them with ample supplies of European articles 
of dross, they prefer the simple couiftrjf cloth, or at most, 
dandyism docs not go lieyond an English silk hand- 
kerchief, worn round the loins. Their persons liowever 
look dressy, from their great cleanliness, and the 
glossiness of the skin produced by frequent embro- 
cations of palm-oil. The chief wears a chain of a 
number of little ncgi’o bells over his shoulders, hang- 
ing in a graceful curve down his spacious chest. The 
women pass hours in dressing the liair for one another, 
combing, and with little pointed sticks, separating 
each hair, giving it an opportunity of asserting its 
individual propensity to frizaio. Tliey finish the toilet 
by attaching strings of large beads, and a pretty sort 
of rosette made of goat’s fat and the pounded skins of 
limes ; wliich, though fragrant at ^first, must rather 
heighten the natural rancid odour of their persons at 
the end of a montli, until which time the preparation 
is said to last good. There is, in fact, an air of gen- 
tility and fSte about thc^wholo population. 

“ Gaily they dance the night away. 

And just do nothing all the day,” 

B 2 
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Captain Allen having had reason in a conversation 
with King Bell, to think that human sacrifices were 
still in some degree practised, — as the .ceremonies 
for his deceased father were incomplete till the 
chief had killed “ a bushman,” he addressed the 
assembled head men on the enormity and sinfulness 
of the practice, which they readily admitted, but said 
it was of very long standing among them. How- 
ever, on proposihg' to make a regular agreement 
to abobsh the inhuman custom, Bell and all his head 
men readily assented to it. A Treaty to tliat clFcct 
was therefore drawn up, and duly signed by Captain 
Allen, being the only one of Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners present, and by A’Lobah — the native name of 
King Bell — and his witnesses 

As several rivers fall into the capacious estuary, 
we wished to examine, if possible, the principal 
one flowing past Bell’s Town, which has long been 
frequented by our palm-oU traders, and is called 
by them the. Camaroons* river, but by the natives 
Mhdiba ma Dualla. King Boll was invited to accom- 
pany us on the excursion. This at first he strongly 
objected to, on thp score of the jealousy and opposi- 
tion of the natives of the interior : and he said the 
river would take twelve moons to explore ; neverthe- 
less, after an animated discussion, he consented to go 
with us in the ‘ Wilberforca' 

* This wis transmitted to the Colonial Office, and ratified by Her 
M^esty. 
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We got under weigh accordingly, in the hope of 
being able to gain the main branch of the riyer above 
the mangroves ; and* with the assistiance of Mr. Lilly, 
King Bell, and Glasgow a native pilot, proceeded up 
the Jibarch creek, which the latter declared to be — 
though a circuitous route — ^the safest channel in the 
river. It was found, however, not to be deep 
enough to warrant our taking* iSie vessel more 
tl\,an seven or eight miles from the anchorage; but 
prior to returning, the Bomano, another creek, was 
explored as far as could be 'done with safety. This 
stream, at the highest point visited, had diminished very 
much, both in breadth and depth, and Glasgow the 
pilot said it terminated about a mile and a-half 
further up, towards the mountains. It doubtless 
receives some of the drainage of the eastern portion 
of a range of mountains, behind the lofty Oameroous, 
or Mongo-ma-Lobah, which were visible in the distance. 

Having failed in the intention of penetrating by 
these creeks, we were induced to try the direct 
channel, which lies close to the actual left bank of 
the river; but it was ascertained to be so narrow and 
shallow, that considering the fearful consequences of 
being left aground at the spring tide, in such a locality, 
it was necessary to abandon the idea of passing in 
the vessel, the Mangrove Islands, which conceal the 
true nature of the river, and to accomplish if possible 
the survey by a short boat excursion. 

A large forty-foot galley, which had been intended 

for a trip to Bussah on the Niger, was hastily fitted 
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with double awnings, a swivel placed in the bow, 
small arms, and provisions for several days, with a 
crew of nine black men, under Jack Smoke, the faith- 
ful head Eruman. Three officers. Lieutenant Sidney, 
Terry*, and Stirlingf, accompanied Captain Allen, as 
also Mr. LiUy, agent to Messrs. Hamilton and Jackson, 
who had kindly proffered his services, being not only 
somewhat acquainted with the river, but perfectly so 
with the cliaractcr of the rude people about to J)e 
visited. We started soon after noon, on the 7th, with 
beautiful clear weather and an agreeable temperature. 

As a matter of courtesy, or more probably, from 
anxiety respecting our proceedings, King Bell and liis 
son Prince Beppo in their large state canoes, formed an 
escort. Old Glasgow, a pilot, who spoke English very 
Avell, took the helm, not a little proud to be cntnisted 
with the “war canoe of Queen Victoria's ship,” and soon 
after leaving the ‘ Wilberforce,' we entered a narrow 
and direct channel on the left bank. King Bell took 
the lead, but was soon out of sight, as with our 
heavily laden boat and few paddles, we could not keep 
pace w'ith him. We soon found ourselves involved in 
a labyrinth of creeks, formed by numerous mud islands 
thickly overgrown with mangroves. 

The pilot, however, appeared to know his way 
quite well, and he attended to Captain Allen’s instruc- 
tions to follow the winding of the channel, which 
frequently led us close to the bushes ; a leadsman in 


^ Acting Secretary to the Comniiusioners. 


t AbbisUiut-Surgeon. 
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the bow called out continually the soundings, and 
Lieutenant Sidney laid down the course of the river 
as we proceeded. 

In these parts we had in some places ten feet water, 
but suddenly shoaling to two or three as we approached 
the skirts of the numerous sand-banks, which at that 
season, sometimes extend, nearly across the stream, 
leaving but a narrow passage, evgn ,for a boat, under 
the overhanging boughs of the trees. 

The aspect of these little islands exited anything 
but pleasurable emotions ; reminding us of the Niger; 
for the decaying vegetable matter with which tliey 
wci’c covered, and the slimy roots of the Mangrove, 
emitted a highly offensive odour, and our progress 
was in frequent danger of interruption from snags, 
the trunks and branches of broken trees. 

After an hour’s pa<ldling wc got clear of the islets, 
and came upon a sheet of water about two thousand 
yards wide, from whicli the vessel, — anchored off Bell’s 
Town, about five miles distant, — could* be distinctly 
seen. Wc soon afterwards entered another nan’ow 
channel, between two islands, whi(!h presented features 
of much more agreeable character : llic mangroves dis- 
appeared at the upper end, where the pilot said the 
tide ceases. By tliis expression he meant that the 
water is no longer salt — a circumstance indicated only 
by the change in the nurture of the vegetation, as the 
tidal influence was felt at the farthest point*reachcd on 
this occasion. 
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The first trees, as in the Niger, were low palms, 
with immense arching leaves or branches — erro- 
neously called bamboo, — from < which the natives 
extract the best pklm-wine, called nimba. ITie long 
ribs of these are used for the roofs of huts. With 
these trees are intermixed ferns, the pandanus, 
and a variety of bushes and shrubs of small growth. 
The foliage appeared of a healtliier hue ; the banks, 
though still low, were firm ; and tlie richness of the 
vegetable kingdom increased rapidly as we advanced, 
especially when on leaving the narroM’ channel before 
mentioned, and passing the upper end of the Jibareh 
Creek, we attained the principal object of our little 
excursion — ^the main undivided river — a broad and 
magnificent stream, resembling some of the reaches of 
the Niger below Abbh, and about four or five hundred 
yards wide. The banks at the margin of the water 
were thickly covered wi^ the long grass peculiar to 
African rivers ; immediately behind came ferns, patches 
of plantains, and bushes of endless variety of form and 
foliage; many in full flower, and nearly all thickly 
matted with innumerable graceful creepers, among 
which some pretty convolvuli displayed their many- 
tinted blossoms. Behind these rose the slender palm, 
the cocoa nut, and the gigantic bombax, the strength 
of whose buttresses enables it to defy the rage of the 
tornado, and to aflford shelter and protection to the 
numerous forest trees that group around it. Tliis part 
of the river was said to be a favourite haunt of hippo- 
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potami and alligators, though none of them presented 
their mail-clad carcases to the inquisitive eyes of our 
sportsmen. 

The afternoon continued very fine, with a refreshing 
breeze from seaward, reducing the temperature of the 
air to 84" Fahrenheit ; that of the water was 83”. The 
gorgeous rays of a declining sun, added a tone of gaiety 
to the surrounding scenery. Spmp distance ahead* 
discernible only by the British red ensign and the 
sparkling of the dripping paddles. King Bell’s canoe 
glided rapidly along the left bank, his men keeping 
time to the wild notes of the singing boy, which were 
distinctly returned by the echo of the opposite bank. 
Far behind, in the long reach, came the canoe of 
Prince Bei)po, also decked with a gay flag, while fre- 
quently on either side of 'us little barques, containing 
each but one crouching native, darted across the stream, 
or along tlie dark banks, seeking shelter among the long 
grass, alarmed at the novel appearance of white men 
in their hitherto unexplored waters. Soon some large 
huts were seen on the banks, the property of domestic 
slaves or freedmen belonging to Bell or Aqua, having 
spacious clearings around them, cultivated with bananas, 
plantains, cocoas, &c., all denoting plenty; and the 
cleanliness of the houses and the platforms in front far 
surpassed the miserable hovels of the lean and dirty 
“ gentlemen” on the lower parts of the Niger. As we 
advanced, villages became numerous, and, all had a 
comfortable aspect, being built in the neat style 
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of the Gameroons towns. As most of the principal 
natives were in the habit of trading with the ships, 
they frequently recognised Mr. Lilly ; and the inquiries 
they made would hardly give the idea that we were 
going among an uncivilized people. 

About three miles from the apex of the Delta we 
passed a tributary stream,; Glasgow said it was 
navigable as far as a, place called Abo, which could be 
reached by sunset. 

< 

Near this, on the left bank, was a farm belonging to 
one of Aqua’s domestic slaves, Takoh Ma-Kumboh, 
which struck us as being placed in a very favourable 
situation, for the bank is high, and the soil, though 
light, apparently productive. 

The opposite or right bank was also gradually 
more elevated, and the sednery diversified. Three 
miles further up we arrived at what is said to be the 
shallowest part of the river : it was there a broad sheet 
of water, six hundred yards wide, but very deficient in 
depth all over.' However, in two moons, according to 
Glasgow’s statement, there would be plenty of water. 
He pointed to some grass, at least fifteen feet high, on 
the right bank, dver which he said canoes paddle 
with ease in the last of the rainy season, at which 
time a great portion of the low lands must be under 
water. 

A little above this the ri'.er becomes much nar- 
rower, being not more than three hundred and fifty 
yards wide, with a depth, though rarely, of eighteen 
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or twenty feet. The stream is, in fact, divided by the 
Wuri Island, which is also the commencement of the 
country of that nam(!, in which a different dialect is 
spoken from that used by the Oameroons or Dualla 
nation lower down. The Wuri country is celebrated 
for its yams, which are taken down the river in large 
quantities for sale. 

As the evening was now fast (jrajving on, and the 
current very strong against us, we made the best of 
our way to reach the town belonging to a friend of 
Mr. Lilly, whore we proposed to sleep. The nows of 
our approach had been spread by King Bell and his 
men, who frequently stopped at the farms and villages 
on their way up; so that the banks were thronged 
with natives, who saluted us as we passed, with deafen- 
ing shouts, screams, and laughter; the women, of 
course, evincing the greatest surprise and delight at 
the novelty of our appearance. With the exception 
of some little eminences of ^a friable sort of sandstone, 
the country seemed here to be level. ‘When the low 
lands are ovei’flowed the inhabitants are obliged to 
retreat to these higher grounds, which they reach in 
their canoes, paddling, in fact, ovei' their former plan- 
tations. They prepare for this periodical emergency 
b}'^ laying in a stock of smoked fish, and yams cut in 
slices and baked, which form a convenient provision 
for migration. Thus Secured against absolute want, 
they live in temporary huts until the waters subside, 
and allow them to return to their former residences, 
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to plant and reap for the next season. At six p.m. 
vre arrived at Bona-pia, the landing-place or wharf of 
a town called Andihnako. 

Here we found Bell and his son Beppo wait- 
ing for us, having made up their minds not to go any 
further; and they used every argument to prevail on 
us to pass the night there, in which the chief of the 
town also joined, by. offering a very cordial invitation. 
Captain Allen was, however, anxious to profit by the 
remaining daylight to reach the next town, as it would 
shorten the work of the ‘following day. After a suf- 
ficient explanation, which was almost unheard amidst 
the noise and squabbling, we pushed on to the town 
of Wana Makembi, which we readied at dark, but 
foimd that the chief, Mr. Lilly’s friend, was absent, 
having been summoned to a’palaver at a town higher 
up the river, and thaf his people dared not entertain 
us without hi.s sanction. King Bell was unwilling to 
land under these circumstances, as he said he could 
not be received in a manner becoming his dignity. 
We found him, nevertheless, enjoying the ho.spitality of 
the inferior people, by drinking largely of their palm- 
wine. 

The sight of the miserable huts, which we saw from 
the boat, close to the muddy bank, and the attacks of 
myriads of musquitos and sand-flics, made us think 
better of King Bell’s advice, and regret not having 
accepted the friendly invitation of the chief of Andik- 
mako. We knew not how we should fare if we trie*! 
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for a lodging further up the river. The men were 
tired, having pulled all day without resting, we 
were therefore unwiUing, by pushing them too hard 
on the first day, to weaken thcnr for the second; 
King Bell, however, settled the matter, by assuring 
us there was no town within two hours’ pull able to 
afford us docent accommodation. We accordingly 
turned back, and glided rapidly down with the current 
to Bona-pia, where we were received by King Bell 
and his friends, amid a storm of unintelligible 
welcome. 

After the long confinement in a cramped position in 
the boat we were glad to laud; and having provided 
ourselves with such necessaries from our stores as 
might conduce in some degree to our comfort — where 
so little was to be expected — we began our march 
along a well-beaten jiath, at first .rising abruptly from 
the bank of the river, and afterwards preserving a 
gradual ascent for about half a mile. The dew fell 
heavily, yet, fatigued as we'w'ere, we could not but 
enjoy the gratification of stretching our limbs on terrd 
firma. 

Overhead flitted innumerable fiseflies, and every 
bush was illuminated by their brilliant coruscations. 
A few str agg ling roots across the path, which caused 
us now and then to stumble, were the only obstacles 
to our progress ; and an ^easy walk of less than half 
an hour, brought us to the residence of th^ chief, or 
“ gentleman,” of Andkmako. An immense concourse 
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of people awaited our arrival, and no sooner had wc 
reached our destination than we found ourselves en- 
closed in a dense mass of men, women, and children ; 
even the branches of the old tree in 'the middle of the 
street, and in front of the chief’s house, were loaded 
with dark urchins ; yet, eager as they were to have a 
glimpse of the Europeans in this inland African vil- 
lage, no annoying act or insulting jest was indulged in 
at our expense. Wc could not help thinking of the 
difference in this respect between these untutored 
savages and the mohocracy of civilized lands. 

When the ceremonial for our reception was com- 
pleted, the crowd gave way, and the chief, a power- 
fully-built old man, whose grey wool “ told of many a 
scorching summer’s sun,” came forward and con- 
ducted us to scats in front of his own door ; a chair 
was placed for Captain Allen in the centre, Mr. Lilly 
and King Bell being provided with stools on each 
side; the rest of the party had to accommodate them- 
selves on a long piece of timber, taking precedence of 
the sable warriors who formed the escort. By this 
arrangement we had the advantage of keeping the 
crowd in front, and at an agreeable distance, considering 
the peculiarly strong odour which emanates from masses 
of coloured people. The red glare of a large palm- 
oil lamp, fixed to the wall immediately behind us, 
played upon the moving assemblage of black skins, 
causing the deep shades of night to fall in still deeper 
tone in the back-ground, and producing, by the lurid 
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glow it shed on all in its immediate neighbourhood, a 
picture of the most unique description. 

After waiting a considerable time, — during which 
the good-natuiied people endeavoured to amuse us by 
playing sundry tricks with a poor idiot, — a sub- 
stantial repast was served up on a long chest, the 
utility of which was undeniable, as, according to native 
custom, after having been Ihe “ custos” "of its owner’s 
riches during his life, it was destined to be the deposi- 
tory of his mortal remains, when obliged by the 
universal enemy to relinquish liis “grip on this world’s 
gear.” Whether this particular coflRgr had as yet 
figured in the capacity cither of a treasury or a coSin, 
it would be impossible to say, but it served perfectly 
well as a table ; nor did the state of our appetite per- 
mit us to enter into the inquiry. 

The supj)or was composed principally of stews of 
goat’s flcsli, mutton, fowls, plantains, yams, and other 
viands, some prepared with palm-oil, and others with- 
out, — at our express desire *, though it .must be con- 
fessed that the pure fresh oil, which is a constant in- 
gredient in native cookery, is much more palatable 
than its appearance would indic£^e, and it is said 
moreover to be extremely wholesome. 

King Bell took merely a glass of grog to keep us 
company, refusing to sup until we had finished, out of 
compliment to white men ; but when he began, he 
rapidly made up for lost time, by a well-directed 
attack on an ample calab^h of stew prepared for his 
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especial appetite. In appeasing his hunger, however, 
he showed himself mindful of the wants of his faithful 
attendants, by pitching to them, /rom time to time, a 
bone or a morseV of meat, wliich “ largesse” coming 
direct from the royal hand, was the more acceptable. 
There was no unseemly scrambling for his Majesty’s 
favoiu*, every one appeared to know for whom the 
mouthful was intended, by the direction it took, in its 
progress over their heads. 

Supper being ended, every thing was cleared away, 
spirits of various kinds were assembled on the coffin; and 
although we all felt weary and sleepy, we Avere obliged 
to submit to some potations, and a long palaver on 
the subject of our visit to that part of the river, as 
well as to listen with patience to the evidently muti- 
lated translation of the eloquence and lengthy argu- 
ments of the noisy council, whoso loquacity was not 
at all restricted by the libations consequent on the 
reception of white visitors. 

At last, afjter an hours hard battle — in words — 
between King Bell and the “ gentleman” of the town, 
and one or two of the most notable wisehoads, it was 
resolved that a fetiche shoidd determine whether it 
was proper for our party to continue the investigation 
up the river, or return by the same route : — ^without any 
reference to the wishes of those most interested. 

The ceremony — over which we could exert no 
influence — ^having been duly performed, it seemed to 
have been decided, without possibility of appeal. 
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that the excursion was at an end. Captain Allen 
quietly ventured to express an opposite deter- 
mination ; but as it was thought the wiser course 
woTild bo, not to waste the precious* hours of sleep in 
useless dispute, he deferred till the morrow should 
enable him to execute his purpose, in despite of the 
sacred fetiche. 

In the meantime, to divert their attention, and cut 

• * 

short the discussion, a rocket was ordered to be fired, 
which produced the mingled eifect of admiration and 
fear, on brains already bewildered by potions long and 
deep. 

After strolling up and down the clean street for 
some time, to obtain a little fresh air, Caj^tain Allen 
turned into the chiefs hut, wliich had been specially 
vacated for his reception ; and was large, and 
a])parently clean ; but it was in vain to try and 
sleep ; tlic continual noise of the lingering gossips 
outside, the scamjjcring of the rats overhead and 
around, the buzzing and tickling of innumerable sand- 
flies and inusquitos, and the many, salient points of 
tlic bamboo frame, which, covered by a mat, formed 
the couch : all tlicso were suflicient* to banish sleep, 
and make us long for the morning, to enable us to 
proceed on our little voyage. Other quarters were pre- 
pared for Mr. Lilly, Terry, and Stirling; but the two 
latter after a short trial, preferred sleeping in a tree. 

When daylight at length arrived, we proposed to 
King Bell, to start before the sun should attain much 

VOL. II. s 
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power ; but he declared that his people could not pull 
without breakfast, and the preparations of this meal 
was delayed by a variety of untoward circumstances ; 
among which, not the least important was the per- 
versity of the devoted goat, which required to be 
caught three or foiu* times before it would allow itself 
to be killed, skinned, and stewed ; so that by the 
time this very important affair was dispatched, and M-e 
had taken leave of the kind host, it was nine o’clock. 

On our way to the boat, wc were met by a number 
of men armed with muskets, who saluted us very 
civilly in passing, but previously to our embarkation 
they surrounded Mr. Lilly, and King Bell, whom they 
engaged in a very animated discussion, on the subject 
of our further advance. At times the palaver seemed 
to go on smoothly enougli^ at others the interlocutors 
broke out into passionate exclamations and the wildest 
gestures, which being simultaneously respondiKl to on 
the part of the bystanders, shovved them to be unanimous 
in their unreasonable stipulations. Our apprehensions 
for Mr. Lilly’s safety, were allayed by his perfectly 
composed demeanour, as he stood in the centre of this, 
apparently, angry group. 

On reaching the boat, he explained that these 
people had come from the towns above, to inform us 
that if we proceeded on our voyage, we should meet 
with a very bad and savage set of men, from whom 
our lives would be in the greatest danger. The orator 
added, that since the white men had come to their 
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country, they considered their honour pledged for our 
safety, and therefore they could not suffer us to expose 
ourselves to such peril ; but that if we were obstinate, 
and would not take warning of ouf best and warmest 
friends, they would be reduced to the disagreeable 
necessity of shooting us themselves, in order to save 
us and them, from the disgrace and mortification of 
our being killed by buslimen. 

The sum and substance of all this, was a jealousy 
of our becoming acquainted with the river ; and dread, 
that if they allowed us to .penetrate beyond their 
territory, their neighbours would participate in the 
advantages of intercourse with the white men. It 
was quite evident, tliat if they were determined to 
carry their merciful intentions into effect, we had not 
sufficient grounds to justify our objection. However, 
Captain Allen thought it better to treat the affair in a 
cavalier manner; so, laughed at their fears for our safety, 
and said that our present object was merely to go as 
far as the upper end of Wuri Island, \rliich we were 
resolved to do, but that we might possibly return with 
tlie fire-ship, and then we would see who would dare 
to stop a white man, and the Queen* of England’s ship. 

The people assembled on the bank, then gave three 
loud shouts, whether in acquiescence or defiance we 
could not learn ; but they suffered us to pass on un- 
molested. The men on ^uri Island likewise expressed 
anxiety about our intentions, and all asked if we 
were going to the Budiman’s country. Some appeared 

s 2 
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satisfied with our answers, others endeavoured to stop 
us by remonstrances and angry gesticulations. Amid 
all this hubbub, we were much amused with the non- 
chcUance of our pilot “ Massa Glasgow,” who steered 
on our course steadily, without condescending to repeat 
his answers. 

Wuri Island is about five and a half miles in length, 
by about three in width. It is beautifully wooded 
with a great variety of trees, among which the mag- 
nificent bombax stands forth the monarch of all. Tiic 
banks are steep and high on the immediate boi'der of 
the river, but the ground within is very Iom' and 
swampy. This enables the natives to catcii fish in a 
very simple manner, by cutting Avidc trenches througli 
the bank, so that when the water rises in the river, it 
flows by these channels to the low' ground behind, 
forming large basinf:, into which great quantities of 
fish find their w'ay, and are retained by means of tlic 

sluices. When the river falls the water is let off 

« 

again, a net having previously been placed across the 
aperture, by which means the exit of the finny pri- 
soners is efiectually prevented. Another method of 
fishing is practisfcd on this river as well as on the 
Lower Niger. A large wicker enclosure is laid out 
close to the bank, having a sliding door at the outer 
side, and bait within : a person watches from a stage 
or little hut, built close to th« basket or enclosure, and 
when he ''Sees that a fish has entered, and is fairly 
engaged with the bait, he lets fall the sliding-door, and 
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prevents the retreat of his prey. The island seemed to 
be very thickly populated, but chiefly on the banks ; 
the huts forming a continuous town for nearly half of 
its circuit, at the upper end. The people gathered in 
crowds at every landing-place, inviting us to come on 
shore ; and the young women and children, accompanied 
us for some distancee, running along thg banks. 

AVe noticed some girls who were beautifully formed — 
the graceful action of their limbs in running, being un- 
impeded by any garment; though they appeared to 
appreciate the value of orifanicnt, from the tasteful 
way in which their heads were decorated with large 
beads, &c. On reaching the upper end of Wuri Island 
we turned into the Bbonjeh Creek, which separates it 
from the main land on the left bank. This creek or 
branch is much narrower lhan the other. The banks 
were here also crowded with the inquisitive natives, 
wlm ran along shouting and waving for us to land. 
Passing rapidly down witlv the current, we soon re- 
joined the main stream. 

The pilot having asserted that the town of Abo — at 
the source of the Y abiiing River — the little affluent we 
had passed in going up, was at a (fistance of only six 
hours, and navigable for canoes, it was considered ad- 
visable to examine it, especially as we had the benefit of 
a little flood-tide. This stream is not so broad as the 
other, being only about one hundred and twenty yards 
wide ; and at a distance of six miles, it is divided by a 
low woody island. AVe were obliged to take the 
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narrowest channel, the other being blocked up by large 
trees tlirown across, to impede the progress of liostilc 
canoes. The branch we entered ‘was so straightened, 

I 

that in some places, had we been using oars instead of 
paddles, they would have touched the boughs of the 
trees, which stretch out a very considerable distance 
from the banks on the east side. It was full of snags, 
or trunks of trecs,tag;iinst one of which our boat struck 
so violently, we thought there must be a liole knocked 
in the bottom, as the water rushed in very fast, but it 
proved only to have been the plug forced out. The 
smell in this creek was very offensive, from the tpiantity 
of decayed vegetable matter on the banks, that in 
some parts were thickly matted with crcci)ing plants : 
these afforded hiding-places for canoes, which were 
drawn into their leafy retreat by a small aperture 
among the tangled underwood, like the ojieuiug to a 
nest. We were very happy to get to the main stream 
above the island, but had .uot proceeded far, when a 
heavy shower of rain obliged us to take shelter in a 
hut at the foot of a* hill. As there seemed to be bttlc 
prospect of its clearing up, a man was sent to re- 
connoitre a village cjilled Kokki, which Glasgow said 
was at a short distance ; and having asccitaincd that 
wo could be accommodated, we resolved on passing 
the night there, with the view, if possible, of going 
forward to Abo in the morniu'g. 

^riie wafk. up to the village, lay through a beautiful 
and well-cultivated country, in which partial clearings 
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had left some tine groups of trees. We found the 
chief in great distress at the loss of one of his wives, 
who had died that morning while he was out shooting. 
We saw a very large and rare antcfope which he had 
brought home, AiU. Eurycerus. During the intervals of 
his wailing, ho drove a hard bargain for the hoofs and 
horns of the animal, whicji were all he could be pre- 
vailed on to part with. This ^iU^ge was, like the 
others, composed of neat huts on each side of a toler- 
ably wide and straight street, which had also the ad- 
vantage of being clean swept. The cooking-houses 
were all detached, and being open at the side, we pre- 
ferred sleeping in them, rather than suffer the confine- 
ment of the close huts ; and we should probably have 
enjoyed a good night’s rest, after the substantial repast 
prepared for us, had it \iot been for the incessant 
howling of the women, who, “ h TMandaise,” were hold- 
ing a wake over the dead body of the cliief’s wife. 

The following morning^ proved cold and foggy, 
and as the river had become very narfow, with rank 
vegetation on its banks, from whioii a noxious vapour 
was rising, it was not thouglit prudent to venture 
any further, and we commenced * our return to the 
‘ Wilbcrforce.’ The town of Abo, which we had 
wished to reach, was said to be about four hours’ 
passage higher up, and to be situated near some rocks, 
over which the river Yabiilng falls about fifty feel^ as 
well as we could understand &om the imperfect de- 
scription of the natives. We were informed of a 
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mountain at the distance of four hours overland, in a 
direction W.N.W., called Wahpaki, with a town of the 
same name, which is doubtless ' at the back of the 
Oamcroons, where the Bimbia people also said they were 
acquainted with a place of that name. A man in a 
canoe overtook us with a message from its chief, who 
wished us to pay him a A'jsit; he said that he had 
started before “ the. firat cock speak,” i.e., before day- 
light, which agrees in distance M’ith the account given 
at Kokki. The messenger pressed us very much to 
return, as his master woiJd be greatly disappointed at 
the white man coming so near liis town, and not 
visiting him. We sent him, however, a small })rc- 
sent, which was the object of his solicitude, and the 
emissary went away quite contented. AVc raj^idly 
descended the river, passing through Jibareh Creek, 
which we had in vain’ attempted to go tlirough in the 
‘ Wilbcrforce,’ and reached our vessel soon after ten 
o’clock. Although, on this little voyage, we did not 
reach a greater distance from the sea than forty miles, 
the object Captain 'Allou had in view was attained — 
viz., to ascertain the nature and magnitude of the 
river, by arriving at the main undivided trunk, which 
is only eight miles above Bell’s Town, and little less 
than twenty from the sea. Indeed the real left bank 
of the river comes down as far as that settlement, 
which is on an elevation of fifty feet above the river. 

The opposite shore has a ledge of rocks, visible at 
low water, corresponding with the compact .«iandstone 
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at the base of the cliflfe, which would load to the sup- 
position that the original banks of the river reached 
as far as this on bofli sides. It is^now, however, low 
and covered with mangrove trees, as are all the islands 
within twenty miles of the sea. 

They seem, indeed, to be in process of forming a 
little delta, which may fill up the cstiyary, and thus 
regain from the encroachments of t^ic sea, what may 
have been submerged by some convulsion, of volcanic 
agency, in the neighbouring mountain range. 

The fine estuary of the C’amcroons is the common 
receptacle of several streams; and owes it names to 
the 1 Portuguese, who called the extreme point Cape 
Camerones, from the vast quantity of small shrimps 
found there. This name has been extended to the 
))rincipal river M'hicli falls *into it, but the natives, as 
is usually the case, give to it ’that of the countries 
through which it flows. Tims at Bell’s Town, it is 
called the Madiba ma Duglla; higher up it is the 
Mjidiba ma Wiiri, &c., 

Although a beautiful river, it is hot to bo compared 
with the Niger. Its average breadth above the man- 
groves is about four hundred yards, as far as we reached. 
In the dry season, this portion of the river varies 
in depth from two to twenty feet, though we rarely 
had more than eight feet; but when flooded there 
Avould be water enough* for vessels of any draught. 
From the accounts, however, of several intelligent 
natives, the navigation is obstructed by rocks at 
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Banem, about fifty miles from tbe fnrthest point wo 
reached, or ninety miles from the sea ; but beyond 
these rocks the river “goes on” for many days* 
according to the pilot Glasgow’s statement, though 
he could give no further information about it. 

The Camcroons River lias two tributaries on the 
right bank; o,ne the Yabi^ng, which we explored a 
short way up, atfd another, about twenty-five nnles 
above Wana Makembi’s Town. They are both said 
to have their source in, or to fall over, rocks about 
fifty feet high. There i*s also a .small stream which 
falls into Ebonjeh Creek, said to come from Duka- 
bakin, about four hours’ voyage uji it. 

It had been supposed, that besides the .so-called 
Gameroons, a large river, — the klalimba, fell into this 
estuary ; but all the natives agreed in saying, that it 
is but a divergent crock from the Qua-qua river, which 
comes from the castM'ard. Our pilot, Massa Glasgow, 
asserted that though the li tter has more mangroves, it 
is of less magnitude than the Wuri or Dualla. It is 
also obstructed by rocks, at about the same distance 
from the sea. He told us the king of all the Qua-qua 
country resides at a place called Longassi, about eighty 
miles up the river. Thus it would appear from all 
the accounts we received, that there is a range of hills 
extending from the Oamcrooijs mountains to the east- 
ward ; or that there is a high' table-land at about one 
hundred miles from the sea-coast, since the natives 
said of the four streams, that they all fall over rocks 
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about fifty feet high. Circumstances prevented our 
exploring the Qua-qua. 

Besides the two rivers just mentioned — the Dualla 
and the Qua-qua — some creeks empty themselves into 
the estuary, viz. the Bomano, Mongo, and Bimbia, 
which are merely the drains of the high mountain 
range bounding the western side of the qstuary. 

With one exception, all the natives declared that 
there is no water communication from the estuary of 
the Cameroons round the mountain, to the Rio del 
Re^, or Runiby River. Youilg Naka alone said, “ If 
}ou slave for twenty days in a canoe, you can go 
round to Balondo on the Rumby River;” but on con- 
fronting him -with all the i>rincipal traders, he ac- 
knowledged, that being only “ a little boy” — about 
twenty-live years old, — hc’could not speak from expe- 
rience ; he had only heard it 'from others. These 
traders — chief men — all asserted that the water stops 
at Balling, about thirty milps up the Bimbia River, 
where there are high hills, rocks, and springs of water. 
There are plenty of elephants in* the w'oods. The 
Mongo and Balung peoidc go over the hills by way of 
Rkombah and Ebonjeh, to Baloncfo on the Rumby 
River ; or by taking another route from Ebonjeh to 
Bamboko, on the w^estem base of the mountain. The 
communication is very difficult, on account of the 
hilly and woody nature bf the country ; and it must 
be lofty, as they said it was very cold. Soifie of them 
stated that the River Rumby terminates at Balondo. 
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May 10th . — We went on shore to take angles for the 
survey of the channel, and a set of magnctical obser\’a- 
tions*. The latter were made oh the cliff’ near Lilly’s 
palm-tree ; but the operations were interrupted by a 
tornado. 

* The geological character of each hank of tlio Canieroons river — 
moi’e properly the Madiba ma Dualla— is (pute distinct. While the 
right is uniformly low swampy land for several miles towards the 
base of the mountain, covered in most parts with mangroves, and in- 
tersected by numerous creeks’, the left l>ank rises at once from the 
waterside to the height of about iifty feet. It is conglomerate of 
recent age, containing particles of quartz, about the size of a walnut; 
small fragments of vvliitisli mica, and of niiisses of red saudslone, some 
of which measured four feet ; the whole, held in com]>inati'>n, by a 
light brown clay. 'Flie stratification is horizontal, the tliickne^s of 
the beds varying from a few' inches to several feet, in which 1 eould 
not <letect any fossil reniain.s. 

These fragments of sandstone are composed of partitdes of quartz 
lield together by oxide of :ron. The iron ore is also found in small 
fissures of the mass, wliicJi are about <»f an in<-h in thickness, 
intersecting it in evt-ry direction. It is not uncommon to see the iron 
ore chemically combined with clay, in ctiinpact masses (^f the size of 
several square inches. 

The influence of this abundance of iron ore on tiie magnetic needle 
% 

would be greatest at the base of the clifi'; yet it was found to be so 
strong on the surface, as to produce different results in observations 
made only a few 3‘ards apart. M. Jtosclier’s Geological M.S, 

> The opposite bank has a ledge of rocks visible only at low w’ater, 
corresponding in aiipearance with the compact masses of sandstone at 
the base of the cliff on the left bank. This may lead to the supposi* 
tion that the real or diluvial right bank has formerly reached equally 
tar as its opposite, but has been subufcrged by some convulsion of its 
anciently ui^quiet neighbour, the mountain. The river seems now in 
process of reconstioicting its bank — so rutlilessly destroyed — by the 
formation of a delta.-— W, A. 
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On the suppression of the Slave Trade, the Oamaroons 
towns rose rapidly into importance by the export, of 
palm-oil; and for sopio years there was a flourishing 
trade, which might be increased to «.ny amount, if the 
energies of the people wore equal to the resources of 
the country, and the favourable position of the place. 
It liad, however, recently been on the decline, owing to 
the listlcssness and rapacity of the ^cotJle and chiefs, 
who arc as insolent a.s they are exacting. This is pro- 
bftbly the result of, to them, a useless prosperity, since 
they appear to be gorged wijth wealth, of wliich they 
neither feel the want nor comjn’ehcnd the use. The 
naturally dilatory transactions of the native traders, 
arc prolonged with a fraudulent intention. Thus the 
j'racticc api)ears to be, on the arrival of a ship, to trust 
the goods in advance to .purchase a cargo, originally 
with the view of forestalling pther ships; but as 
this becomes general there is occasionally a regular 
scramble for the palm-oil as it is brought down the 
river in canoes. , The dehTy is most injurious, and 
sometimes the cajitain falls a sacrifice to the climate or 
to disappointment, when his death is considered by the 
natives to absolve them fx'om all •obligations. The 
mate not being able to procure his cargo, takes away 
an empty ship. This gives rise to arbitrary and sum- 
mary proceedings on the part of the whites, and con- 
tinual disputes ; — “ bad |jobs.” Some of these Captain 
Allen had to settle ; but in one case his dqpision was 
reversed by a fight on shore, in which there was gain 
to both parties of numerous broken heads. 
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In a position so advantageous for commerce, it is 
vgry desirable that it should be put on a better footing 
bj the interference of our Government, by establishing 
some authority to enforce such “ simple regulations, as 
without throwing an impediment in the way of trade, 
might afford protection to the merchants against the 
extortion of the natives, and enable them to recover 
their just debts ; vdiile, on the other hand, it should 
secure the natives against arbitrary proceedings on the 
part of the whites, by preventing the necessity of 
having recoui-se to them*,” 

The inhabitants have made some advance towards 
civilization, but they now ajjpear to be stationary, and 
without some fresh stimulus Mill retrograde. Mis- 
sionaries would probably find this a promising field for 
their labours ; and A’Lobab, — King Bell — assured us 
that he would afford a kind reception and assistance, 
if any would settle at his town and teach his people. 

The women appear to be more industrious than the 
men, and employ themselves in M-eaying very fine and 
beautifully-coloured grass cloths, about three-qiiartcrs 
of a yard wide. They have dye-woods which produce 
the richest shadea of red, crimson, yellow, and blue, 
and would form most important articles of export, could 
the people be induced to collect them on a large scale. 

There are here two rival towns almost adjoining, 
being separated only by a little ravine. The lower is 
King Belt’s town, the other is governed by “King 


Captain W. Allen’s dispatch to Lord Stanley^ Iftth May, 1042 . 
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Aqua,” who likewise can boast of a large and well-built 
house, with the name “ King Aqua” on a board hung 
upside-down over th^ door, which was generally kept 
locked. He resides in a hut on the beach, which also 
is kept clean, and in very nice order. 

This potentate came on board to see us. He was 
a fine old man, more dignified in his manners tlian his 
younger rival Bell, and less importunate. He wore a 
scarlet great-coat, and a regal crown made of tinsel, 
the; globe and cross of w hich, having been broken oflT, 
were kished on with ropeygm. We made a similar 
treaty with him to suppress the practice of human 
sacrifice, though Atpia frankly told us that the “ Chop 
head bob was set, long time 'go.” It did not take 
place on his father’s death, and he believed it never 
would again. However, it w’as better to bind him and 
his headmen by a regular agreement, w'hich cost only 
a very trifling present. lie seemed to know exactly 
the articles which had been given to Bell, and stipu- 
lated for the san\e. The fii^t thing he sliowed anxiety 
to possess, was the magnetic toy, pf ducks and fish ; 
which excited never-ending wonder and admiration. 
Some of his slaves said they came from a country 
where there arc white or yellow men, and horses; 
others from a forest district where their neighbours 
make a battm, and catch the poor natives, in 
crowds. 

Since wc last saw Bell he had been up tp Makimbo 
to buy goats. He met the chief of Budimao, with 
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a great many of his bushmen, who made a “ bad bob” 
with him, for having taken the white men away witiiout 
letting him see them. Tlicy had,, an angry “palaver,” 
which, however, was “set” amicably by the distribu- 
tion of sundry bottles of rum and a few yards of clotli. 

May 11^4. — Some slight cases of fever made us 
anxious to return to our healthy Bay of Amboises. 
Weighed at daj^light, and having previously surveyed 
the channel in the real river, we continued it OA-er tlic 
flats in the estuary, until we had connected it wkh 
Captain Vidal’s excellent survey. Mr. Lilley, who was 
coming away at the same time with a p!ilui-oil .ship 
and a schooner, kindly anchored them wlicrcver avc 
wished, to serve as stations for our oijcrations. 

The swell, or tumultuous heaving of the water, is 
here sometimes very great. The day the ‘Soudan’ 
passed out, over the shallows, although there wjus scarce 
a breath of wind stirring, the long rolling swell M as 
greater than we have almost any M'^hcrc else seen ; and 
Nako, the pilot, said, if ^iiips are suddenly becalmed 
here, they arc in great danger, unless moII provided 
with anchors and cables. 

May V6th . — Wr anchored in the Bay of Amboises, 
near the island Mondolch. Found the ‘Soudan’ lying 
here all well; Mr. Anderson, second master, had re- 
covered, under the refreshing influence of the sea- 
breeze and cool land-wind, ^ which are hardly CA'er 
failing in, tliis beautiful bay ; our few cases of fever 
rapidly gave way to their bracing eflect. 
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^Fiie niouutainous district mIucIi the Bay of Am- 
boiscs is situated, uiis formerly called by the Portuguese, 
Ticrra Alta do Auibozcs, according Co Mr. .lolm Gra- 
zilbier, who made a voyage to Old Kalabar in 1 699. 
The native name for the highest part of the mountain 
i.s Mongo-ma-Lobab. but at the back or further inland, 
it is called Mokali-ma-Pako. The isolated peak near 
the bay, about five thousand feet high, is Mongo- 
m’Etindeb. The summit T)f the principal mountain, 
rising thirteen thousand feet above the level of*the sea, 
was often lighted up most brilliantly by the morning 
’ VOL. 11. T 
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8un, while the deep shadows throMTi across its base 
involved all the loM^er parts in gloom, hiding the deep 
ravines which fuirow its rugged sides. Although at 
a distance, this noble mountain appears to rise by 
one continuous and somewhat abrujit slojie from the 
sea, on a closer vieM’, it is found to consist of a suc- 
cession of hills with inten'eniug valleys of the richest 
soil, covered to within a third of the summit hv beau- 
tiful forest trees, which arc also seen fringing the still 
higher ravines. The remainder is clothed with glass, 
which becomes more scanty, as the coloiu’ which aj)- 
proaches the reddish brown of the ashes near tlio 
cone, sufficiently indicates, ^flic volcanic origin of the 
whole of this district, is strongly marked by the scoria 
and numerous streams of lava which have reached the 
sea. From the ]*rcscnt condition of its surface, one 
might supjiosc it to have been for ages in a state of 
reiiose ; but there is reason to believe it sometimes 
betrays its latent fires. Mr. Lilly, who has known 
the mountain many years, assured us he bad seen 
flames near the summit. This might be accounted 
for by the practice of the natives, who burn the grass 
in the dry seasoh for the purpo.se of catching the wild 
animals, which they style “ bush-meat but several 
of the principal natives of Bimbia declared, that about 
three years previous to our vi.sit, that is about 1839, 
“ fire came out of the ground they said, “ God made 
it in (Contradistinction to that caused by the burning 
of the grass. “ They all saw it ; and at Mongo, they felt 
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the cartli shake like a steam-boat.” “ The people there 
feared it would kill them all.” Thi.s, coupled with the 
name of the mouiftain, Mongo-ma-Lobah, or God’s 
Mountain, offers a reason for supposing it might be the 
“chariot of the gods” of Ilanno, the Carthaginian. He 
saj.s, in the Perij)lus, “ Ave discovered at night a coun- 
try full of fire. In the lyiddle was a Ijofty fire, larger 
than all the rest, Avhich seemed to touch the stars. 
AVhcu day came, aa’c discovered it to be a large hill, 
called Tconochema, — the Chariot of the Gods.” 

To judge by the gray cuMing smoke w'hich issued 
from many parts of the woods for some distance 
uj) the mountain, it must have a large population. 
Along the sea-shore are many villages, some of 
which wc visited ; and although the natives w'cre 
described by Grazilhier Sls the “ Avorst blacks of all 
(luinea,” Ave found them very citil. In his time they 
had a little trade in slaves, chiefly with the Dutch. 
They now have intercourse only Avith the Bimbia 
])eoplc, whom they supply in a great* measure with 
the nutritious Avell-llavoured jdantain fruit. 

] ith . — Tlie morning seemed to threaten us with a 
terrific tornado ; howcA'er, “ Yellow Nako” said, the 
“ thunder Avas only making play,” in fact, the dense 
black clouds which seemed “ big Avuth storms,” soon dis- 
persed, and we \reighcd and went round the bay, taking 
soundings. We passed Inshoi’c of Bobbi island in less 
than tw'O fathoms’ water. A large portion ftf the inner 
end of this islet has fiillen since Captain Allen visited 
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it in 1833, witli Colonel Nicolls, K.M., in the •Quorra’ 
steamer. At that time no communication had ever 
been made by Eurojieans with thbse i.'dands, nor with 
the main laud, except for the jmrposes of a"iiression, 
by carrying oft‘ the poor natives into slavery. 'I'ln' 
consequence was, that they looked on all white men 
with susjiicion, Avhicrh (Vdonel Nicolls was desirous of 
removing. Wheuv tlje ‘Quorra’ came into the hay. 
the .surface of it Mas covered Mith little canoes, pur- 
suing their daily avoirations of lishing. All made for 
their strongholds in the islands or for the mairdand. 
with the utmo.st sju^d : the ‘Quorra s' boats following 
close upon them until they Mere near to the shore, 
M’here some natives checked their iidvance by bring 
inu.skets. Two small canoes, hoMCver, hiiving a man 
and boy in one, and one efan in the other. Mere so 
far out to sea. that the ves.sel Mas hetMcen them tind 
the shore; they paddled M'ith all their might, thinking, 
poor felloMs, that it Mas for life or liberty : and 
M’licn they fotind our boats Mere ajtprttaching, the 
single man abandoned his canoe, and added his ener- 
gies to tbo.se of the man and boy in the other, hoping 
by these means to' g(it in shore, being still some dis- 
tance from the cutter. There w’as iiom' a most amus- 
ing chase, — both jiarties entered into it with their 
utmost vigour, but m ith very different motives ; the 
K rumen — six powerful fellows — pursued with the 
keen relish’of sportsmen oi’ slave-catchers, M'hile de.sjiair 
added strength to the j>oor natives ; they doubled 
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repeatedly like a hare with their light canoe, and sliot 
far a-liead, while the entter took, comparatively, a long 
M'hilc to turn. 

Their strength could not hold out in such an 
unequal contest, and they were at last fairly under 
the bows of the cutter ; when, as if feeling that the 
choice of death alone was left to them, they all three 
plunged overboard. In an instan*. all the Krnmen 
tlived after them, and brought tlunn on board the 
‘ Quorra.’ The two men came up tlx* side, finding that 
furtiu'r resistance was vain^ but the poor little boy 
kicked and screamed, and clung to everything within 
his reach. They lay prostrate on the deck, terror- 
stricktm wretches, llowevtir. as may be supposed, 
they were “ qaitteA pour la prur." The object of 
Colonel Nicolls in gctting*hold of them was, to endea- 
vour to instil other feelings iut(^ them, being anxious 
to establish a friendly communication with the inhabi- 
tants of the mainland and^ these islands, in the hope 
of being able tT> benefit the natives, *as w'cll as to 
procure live stock for Fernando l^o. They M'ore there- 
fore quickly received with friendly looks and encour- 
aging tones ; their fish was purchased, and they were 
sent away with presents of handkerchiefs, beads, medals, 
and biscuits, as much astonished at this unlooked-for 
result, as they had been previously terrified. 

lint to return to the pfbcecdings of the ‘ Wilberforce,’ 
Coasting along the beautiful base of the tCJameroons 
mountain, and passing several bold rock}’ points, she 
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anchored off the town of Jonjeh, — beyond the bay, — 
Avhere “ Yellow Nako” said, plenty of stock was to be 
had. The natives came out in considerable numbers, 
armed with muskets, and determined to repel the hos- 
tile descent, wliich they no doubt cxj)ectcd we Mere 
about to make for the purpose of carryin<r them off. 
However, ‘‘Yellow Nako'’ was dispatched vitli a small 
“ dash,” and {igrceably undeceived them. The (‘hief 
sent a goat in return as a “ dash,” to “ 0]>cn trade.” 

If it were not for the difiiculty of access, on account 
of the constant surf on the shore, this would be an 
admirable place for a settlement. I'he scpiare rocky 
headland called Mokali, forming the little l.>ay, is 
an impregnable position for a fortress, and some 
beautiful laud with apparently rich soil, stretches from 
the low isthmus iij) the side of the mountain. A 
small river flows into the little bay near the promon- 
tory. The chief would very willingly have sold the 
whole for one thousand fathoms of cloth. 

The chiefs of two villages came on board. Nako 
called them both kings, though the dominions of each tio 
not exceed ten huts. They brought trilling presents, 
with one exception — a very handsome yellow girl — 
and they were much mortified at finding she would 
not be ac!cej>ted, in which mx* thought the beauty also 
participated. A large pelerine M’as given to envelope 
her unappreciated charms, mnd to instil into her 
mind some foreign notions of modesty. 

In a walk along the shore we passed many coui’scs 
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of laya, wliich had descended from the mountain to 
the sea, countless ages ago. The soil of decomposed 
basalt, &c., Avas exceedingly rich, but only very par- 
tially cultivated. We saw some “gentlemen’s houses,” 
as Nako called them. All were dirty and Avrctchcd, 
without even the most rcipote pretensions to comfort 
or neatness. A small fetiche house for some departed 
hero showed a slight attcihpt at ornamemt. 

We had some heavy rains here, which we undcr- 
sfbod to be frequent, and the breezes were very cool. 
Although a lee shore to the prevalent winds, they are 
never strong, and the mountain was supposed to be a 
shelter from the force of the tornado in its usual 
direction. However, in the night a very heavy one 
came on, not from the mountain, but along shore 
fiom the nortl), bringing, the dangerous rocky point 
Mokali under our lee, with a, heavy surf breaking 
on it. Another anchor wjis immediately dropped, 
and the steam got up ; but the squall soon passed off, 
although the fu^t gust wal very seveye. There was 
very vivid lightning, but no thunder. Thus the 
moimtain, instead of being a shelter, merely gives a 
different direction to the tornado, ,Avhich is generally 
from the north-cast. This is therefore an unantici- 
pated danger on this coast, which has otherwise a 
constant “ saucy sea,” 

'May Vltli . — We got, under weigh at daylight, and 
ran back to our favourite Bay of Ambpises. The 
point nearest to Mokali to the south-east, is called 
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Isongoli, witli a town near it — Isamboh; the next, 
Limboh, being the north-west point forming the Bay 
of jVmboises, with a town calltvd Batoko. To the 
north-west of Moliali the first point is Divongoh; 
the next Enyangch, with a town of the same name 
near the Rumbia river, whicl} Nako said is not so large 
as the Mkdiba-ma-Dualla or Cameroons ; it is navi- 
gable onlv to Batondo. 

Being desirous of visiting the singular rocky islet 
called the Pirate Island, xvitli a view, if possible, to 
establish a friendly dis position with its wild inha- 
bitants, Nako was lauded with a bottle of rum for the 
chief, as an assurance of friendship, and an invitation 
to him to come on boai'd. After much hesitation, he 
sent his “ mate,” m’Iio said ho would gladly have visited 
ns before, but he was afraid of the white men. Othcr.s 
soon followed in theiy canot*.>», and brought pigs, lire.. 
and traded freely. 

Captain Alien then went on .shore with 
mandor Elli.s of the ‘ Soudan,’ and Lieutenant Sidney 
tlio surveying officer, who took a set of angles for the 
different points in the bay. 'fhe landing-place W'as at 
one spot only, a lit<le sand_\ point at the foot of the 
highest part of the i.sland, which risc.s precipitously, 
and with a wild confusion of huge fragments of rock, 
•strewn about. Amongst them the canoes were hauled 
u]), and partly concealed. We passed round to the 
other side of the island, where the perpendicular cliffs 
form a little pebbly bay, in which the surf beats in- 




proorc's.s. 'Pwo khuj.^ iiu't us, and showed a 
narrow Icd^o. wliich seemed to be ]>orfectlj inac- 
cessible except tK) jroats. ^Flicy were desired to lead 
tljc way. and Ave followed up wkat appeared to be 
the edge of a basaltic dybe, where bands were as much 
in requisition as feet. We scrambled u]), however, 
as last as their more j)ractiscd Majestieff, to the great 
admiration of the crowd on the summit. It was 
rather a nervous feat, as one false step w'ould liavc 
dashed us to atoms. We never, in all our mountain 
rambles, bad seen such a path, hardly oven a*nong those 
Avbere the wild goat derides his pursuers. I’lic first 
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level spot we reached, coiTCsponded with the rude 
ascent. It was not more than ten feet wide, with a 
sheer precipice on either side— a sort of isthmus 
dividing the highest point of the island, — a steep 
acclivity which might be a citadel — from the i)art 
inhabited. Here we were met by the principal man 
at the head of the whole population. 

Our reception v.as not very ceremonious, and after 
the first display of curiosity, and the discussion of 
the object of our visit, they allowed us to wander 
about perfectly immolested. On mentioning the sub- 
ject of King William’s “bad bob,” they declareil 
he had no authority over them, and that they 
were determined to maintain their independence : 
with regard to his son, all said that he was neither 
killed by a gun nor by a cutlass, but “God took 
him.” 

The mother or woman who had charge of the child 
told us he was burned by iiccident. 

Tlie apjicarancc of the towni is what might be anti- 
cipated from such an approach. The surface of the 
island is so confined and uneven, that the huts, of the 
meanest description, are huddled together wherever 
there is an available spot, and seem almost 
piled one on another. They were swarming with chil- 
dren, goats, dogs, pigs, &c., and blackened by smoke. 
There is not the smallest space for cultivation, and but 
scanty browsing for the numerous goats. 

The people of tliis and the other Amboisc Islands 
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are apparently of the same tribe as the Bim- 
hians, but tlicy are somewliat taller, and more 
muscular, especially * about the lower extremities, 
'fhe teeth are filed much in the same way as their 
neighbours; the eyes are bright, quick, and restless, 
expressive both of distmst^and detoimination. Their 
abrupt and resolute demeanour shows how little they 
have associated with Europeans, and how much influ- 
ence is exerted on their character, by the state of 
hostility in which they live fvith the people on the 
mainland. They subsist chiefly by fishing ; exchanging 
the prodoce of the sea for vegetables, bananas, yams, &c,, 
with their neighbours, who meet them at a sort of 
neutral spot on the main, where a market is held. 
That they are not wanting in the necessaries of life is 
evident in their robust an*d healthy look, which may 
also be influenced in some mcasufe by the dryness and 
superior salubrity of their island homes. Water is the 
mcAt source article ; and excepting such trifling quan- 
titiOs as are left tiy the showers, in the ‘small natural 
excavations -in the rocks, they arc*dc}^ndont on the 
i|alngs of the adjacent coast. Their language is a 
4ialect of the Dualla, having but* slight difierences, 
iiind these principally in the pronunciation. They 
have no tradition of their origin; but some pages of 
their past and future history may be read in the 
physical nature of the island, w hich doubtless was at 
UO distant period joined to the mainland, "forming a 
■j|| w^ft ntory similar to one at the south-east side of the 
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arc apparently of tlic same tribe as the Bim- 
bians, but they are somewhat taller, and more 
muscular, especially * about the lower extremities. 
The teeth arc filed mxich in the same way as their 
neighbours; the eyes are bright, quick, and restless, 
expressive both of distrust*and detenuination. Their 
abrupt and resolute demeanour shows how little they 
have associated M-ith Europcjins, and 4iow much influ- 
ence is exerted on their character, by the state of 
hostilit}' in which they live p'ith the people t)n the 
luainlaiid. They subsist chiefly by fishing ; exchanging 
the produce of the sea for vegetables, bananas, yams, &c., 
with their neighbours, who meet them at a sort of 
neutral spot on the main, Avhcrc a market is held. 
Tliat they arc not Avanting in the necessaries of life is 
evident in their robust an*d healthy look, M’hich may 
also he influenced in some measufe by the dryness and 
sujK'rior salubrity of their island homes. AVatcr is the 
most scarce article ; and excepting such trifling quan- 
tities as arc left l^"^ the showers, in the 'small natural 
excavations in the rocks, they arc •dependent on the 
springs of tlic adjacent coast. Their language is a 
dialect of the Dualla, having but* slight diflerences, 
and these principally in the pronunciation. They 
luiA'C no tradition of their origin ; but some pages of 
their past and future history may be read in the 
physical nature of the island, which doubtless w^as at 
no distant j^eriod joined to the mainland, *forming a 
promontor}' similar to one at the south-east side of the 
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bay, as it is directly opposite to. and not far distant 
from, a ])rccipitous s])ur of the Caincroons mountain 
of the same formation. The narrow channel between 
them is shallow, and the mimcrous frairments at the con- 
tiipioua end of the island prove that the process which 
caused the dismeinbennentv i.s .still iroiny on ; while nine 
fantastic little i.slets or iieedle.s.” Ivin" in the .same 
line of directioK, some almo.st like ])innacle.'^. cut in 
at the water line, and “noddiu" to their fall,” and three 
of them }>erforated bv the incessant action of the sea, 
formiu" irregular arches, through which the surf chafes 
.and expends its not idle furv, .show that the Pirate Island 
wa.s originally much larger, pcrha])s coimected with 
the island DainMi, which i.s in the .same line ; and the 
ridge of .shallow water betAveen. jvistities the idea, that 
the restless Atlantic has cflectcd a ])hysi<‘al as well as 
a moral separation between the inh{il>itanls, which were 
probably of the same family. 

Makf* eiifiiiifs ol* nritions ; whirlj, tiiid 

Like kiiidrt 'l drops, Iioeii u»iiit:K d hitf< 

I’he rock of which Abobbi or Pirate I.shand is 
composed, offers very little resistanc*? to tin.' action 
of the sea, beating incessantly at its ba.s(‘ : it scem.s to 
be a compact mass of volcanic ashes with basalti(^ 
dykes. The little isthmus before .alluded to is very 
nearly cut through, and the singular de.stiny of the.s(‘ 
poor ishuiders is easily divined ; a generation not 
remote will see their “ fatherlaml ” swept from under 
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them. Nature will work more sure destniction than 
the vengeance of King William of Bimbia, 

Dauu'h, the outer island, is of more durable mate- 
rials, on which, although more expo’sed, the action of 
the sea has little eflcct, and it lashes its rocky sides 
with such ceaseless rage, that a landing can only be 
eircctcd with ditticidty at one spot at the inner end. 

From this point the land rises iib a central ridge, 
terminating at the outer end in a bold rocky eminence 
about one hundred and fifty f^et high, with some trees 
tind sufficient soil for a garden ; as there is also, on 
i-ithcr slope of the island. Beyond this bold point the 
sea boils and frets incessantly, covering a large exjjanse 
with foam, though outside what seems to be a vortex, 
the water is as traiujuil as in a lake. 

The habitations are in the middle part of the islaml, 
and are built in a style very supeiior to those of 
Abobbi, forming a^ irregular street on the highest part 
of the 1‘idge ; the sloj)ing sides affording browzing to 
numerous goats, ^fhere is no cultivation, nud except in 
a pool at the outer end, — nearly dry, -•-we satv no water, 
this necessary of life being principally brought from the 
main laud. The inhabitants were t'Cry civil, and fol- 
lowed us about everywhere, but the least thing would 
frighten them away. Everyinoniing and evening we had 
visits from the people, who brought off fish of various 
kinds : one a small and w«ll flavoured species allied to 
Sphyrfciuh with a very elongate lower jaw, tipped 
with scarlet and black. Empty bottles Avere in ihc 
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greatest demand, probably for the pnii>ose of carrying 
water; needles were also much in request, for what 
use we could scarcely surmise, as they have no cloth- 
ing to sew; still the outcry Avas always “Dundokki! 
dundokki! Needles! needles!’’ AVe also bought some 
goats and pigs from them, which they seemed very 
unwilling to part Avith. 

Between Bameh, and the promontory forming the 
south-east side of tlie Bay, lies the beautiful island, 
Mbndoleh ; rising abnip^ly from the sea to the height of 
about two hundred feet. It is steep on all sides, es- 
pecially to the Avest, not too mucli so. hoAvcver, for 
the groAvth of magnificent trees; such as tlie bomba x, 
African-oak, caniAvood, iron-wood, Sic., festooned Avith 
orchidaceous plants in great variety, and intc}nii.\cd 
with an impenetrable taiigle of low busljcs. Tlie 
surface — of little extent — is undulating, or of a 
“.saddle-back” form; covered Avith the richest .soil, of 
decomposed basalt, and with axtv little labour yields 
yams, plantain.s, cocoa-nuts, &c., aad might be made 
very productiA'c. * 'riierc are few inhabitants. 

From the summit the vicAvs through the openings bo- 
tAveenthe trees ajc exceedingly picture.sque; the .sliores 
of the bay, on one side, backed by the .stiij)cndous Mon- 
go-ma-Lobah, or Cameroon mountains, rising jit once 
from the sea to the elevation of about 13,000 
feet; on the other, the rival Peak of Fernando Po, 
11,000, in the distance ; in fact these grand objects, 
together Anith the richly wooded promontories, the 
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islands and the tranquil sea, combine to form one of 
tlic finest panoramas. 

Mondoleli possesSes a great advantage over the 
otlier islands in several springs of water, which though 
scanty, would — from being perennial — afford an abun- 
dant supply, if cconomi«ed by tanks. The temper- 
ature of these, 77“ of Fahrenheit, while the air was at 

* • 

83", shows that their sources arc imthc loftier regions 
of the mountain 

T 

* This island — Mondoleh — is principally basalt, a rock comjiosed 
of fclsj>ar, hornblende, and magnetic iron ore : with porpliyritic 
cr^’stals of liasaltic hornblende cnilicddcd in it, of an amygdaloid tex- 
ture; the jiore.s elongated liorizontally, — filled with mesotype, either 
in crystals, or in coinjiact masses of crystalline character, or with a 
green earthy matter, or with some other sjiathic mineral : the last 
inentioncil exhihitiiig crystalline forms of tlie licxagonal system, as, 
rhoinhoedrons with elongated hexagonal axes, comhined with others 
of turned, — or of shortened axes. This combination may be possibly 
new. 

Sometimes the crystals arc arranged in kidney-shaped groups, 
indicated by the sulphurct of iro^, but in such a manner, that each 
specimen can he <Bstinguished and examined* in respect of its 
crystallization. 

Jn the higher parts of the island the ainygdaloidal texture of the 
liasalt ceases, and it seems to be of a more solid cliaracter wdtli 
shivery cleavage; crystals of basaltic honftlende more distinct arc 
embedded in it and few crystals of olivine. Tlicse formation^ are 
intersected by a second kind of basalt in vertical veins from two to 
four feet in breadth, running east and west. 

The rock is quite solid, of a rather deep blue colour, with embedded 
crystal of hasiiltic hornhlcnd% and olivine* The separation assumes 
a columnar character in a hori zonal position and hexagonal form. 

A minute examination of the hosiilt discloses evidences of different 
periods of cooling; as, on the sides of the vein it is quite compact 
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At the north-eastern angle of tlic head of the bay, 
a little stream falls in, hut there is no landing for 
boats on account of the surf, being completely open to 
the set from south-west. 'J’hcre is a market to >vhich 
the natives of the island go in canoes. 

The chief of a Aullage situated on the hill, which we 
have said was formerly joined in all })robal)ility to the 


»ud solid like rock of a single .structure; as limestone. At a dis- 
tance of four inches within, it has pores of considerable size. I'lu* 
middle of the vein is of a more granuloiis structure, extreinely rich 
in embedded crystals of basaltic hornblende. 

The contact of the vein with the amygdaloid basalt has operated a 
great change in the latter. 'I'he crystalline alters to a inetamorplH>se 
character, so that the massive basalt has the appearance of conglo- 
merate; pieces of it like slag being combined in different sizes by an 
earthy substance, coloured by oxide of iron of a fine textuie. 

The heat of the basalt at the time of its appearance at the surface, 
must have been very great, Since its effect is observable to a diskince 
of more than six feet. Several veins run parallel to one another at 
short distances, which may be seen most frequently at the north and 
south parts of the island, and whv'*h may account for its saddle-back 
outline. 

On the western side, ■ vlierc tlie heat operated with the greatest 
intensity, not only has it destroyed the older «leposits, hut separate 
veins are no longer tractJahle, — the columnar structure alters to a 
coarse granular character like kokolite, the crystallanic solifl changes 
to a metamorphose granulous texture due to heat and algidity. 

If the wdiole surface of this island could he carefully examined, it 
would afford n fine field for ohserviiig the laws of otieration in this 
laboratory of nature. 

The similarity of the geological clnuracter of the islands Fernando 
Po, Prince’s, ^t. Thomas*, Hollas, and Annohone, indicates a line of 
volcanic action in that direction with an offset at an angle of 00^' at 
Ascension. — M. Uoseher’s Geological Journal, 
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islands Abobbi and Dameh, sent an invitation to Cap- 
tain Allen, who landed with Commander Ellis. On our 
way up, we mot large parties of men with cutlasses, 
clearing the road of grass and undiirwood, while the 
women were preparing for our reception, by sweeping 
their huts and clearing th(\square of weeds. Although 
the houses were neither large, nor commodious, there 
was an appearance of neatness about them. TIic 
‘‘ Chief of the woody hill,” is said to be rich in four- 
tdbn wives, thirteen children,^ and about five hundred 
people, besides many goats and some cows. Our 
early visit, — profiting by the deliciously cool land- 
wind, — had taken him rather by surprise, as he was 
dressing to receive us ; the most important part of his 
toilet, being the anvaugement of a Union Jack, which 
Mr. Beecroft had given hkn and which he wore as a 
kilt. We were much pleased witli his great civility. 

Tlie soil on the summit is of the richest description. 
But the villages have no water except at the foot of 
the hill, M'herc «, delicious stream gushes out from 
rocks, a considerable distance along the margin of the 
sea. Our Sappers cleared them away, so as to enable 
the people to fill their casks. This slight operatioh 
will be of advantage to the natives, and a very little 
trouble in blasting the rock would make an excellent 
watering-place. 

In the woods adjacent to this locality, we shot 
some of the pretty rufous-necked king-hunters; the 
large grey-headed bush slirike ; the Senegal swallow ; 

VOIi. II. u 
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some half-collared doves ; and a new species of plan- 
tain-eater — the Corythaijc maci'Oiynchus — the greater 
part of the plumage on the breast and neck is fine green, 
the back dark blud, with crimson and black wings — a 
white stripe extends behind the cyo ; the crest is 
green, with a tliin line of^black, margined over all 
with purple. We were so fortunate as to procure 
from the same tree three specimens, each having the 
crest in a different state ; in one it was simply green, 
in another green, with a black margin ; in the tliird 
as described above. In all other respects they had 
the same plumage ; we have reason to believe they 
have been divided into distinct species, although it is 
quite clear to us, they were merely of different ages. 

May 2001 . — We completed our survey of the 
bay, by taking lines of scunding in every direction 
with the ‘ Wilberforce’ and ‘Soudan.’ We then paid 
another visit to Bimbia, and on this occasion went 
with the vessel into the little strait, and anchored 
abreast of the pretty amphitheatre' of villages ; but 
the everlasting swell finds its way even into this ap- 
parently sheltered nook, and breaks at low water on 
’^a shoal half way across the channel from Bimbia Island. 

Some of the oflScers went on shore for the purpose 
of procuring specimens of natural history. On ap- 
proaching the abode of the Bimbia monarchy he was 
observed striding to and fro, under a verandah, in a 
furious passion, evidently “ nursing his wrath to keep 
it warm” for the “ Gappy.” As each officer passed 
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the sj)ot, he called out in a loud tone, “ King Will, no 
will let.” “ King Will, no will let.” King Will, make 
bob.” “ Too much bad bob.” The cause of all this 
was elucidated on Captain AllAi's landing soon 
afterwards, and going to the Palace, where King 
William was found in humour to show off yet 
further the royal displeasure. 

lie w'as dressed in a long cotton coat, on which 
Oaj^tain Allen unluckily complimented him, as it after- 
wards proved to be a tender, subject. He replied in 
a haughty manner, “ No ! he no be good coat, he very 
wow, wow — bad — coat. King William plenty angry; 
got bad bob for yoTi. What for you go buy goat, 
sheep, pig, from that dmn buslmian? Plenty bad bob 
for you.” Captain Allen thought it necessary to as- 
sume even a higher tone "than he had, and scolded 
him in well-affected rage for his pi’esumption. “ How 
dare you speak to the captain of the Queen of 
England’s man-of-war ship in that fashion 1 Who 
made you king^ You were a ‘small boy’ when 
Kokliko (Colonel Nicolls) came here and made you 
a ‘strong man,’ and now you dare to speak to me 
of ‘bad bob?’ I came to you to buy goats, and 
you sell them ‘ plenty dear,’ 1 go to the bushman 
and he sells them to mo ‘ plenty cheap.’ Take care 
you don't make me angry, that will be ‘ too much bad 
bob ’ for you.” 

The wrath of the savage instantly abated, and he 
became perfectly humble. He was beyond measure 

U 2 
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delighted to find that “ inany-tongucd rnmour ” had 
inisinfonncd him of our having gii-cn a military coat 
and epaulettes to a mere “ bush king.” 

On asking Billch wliethcr ho would be willing to 
receive a missionary, he passionately exclaimed, “ No! 
I no will, that’s humbug palaver.” lie sj>oke violently 
on the subject for some time ; his broken English was 
difficult to understand, but we gathered that he would 
not have any one to interfere Avith his autlmrity ; nor 
to introduce customs, which might be ri'pugnaut to the 
feelings of his people. 

ITc renewed the subject of the Bobbi ]ico[)Io, and 
said he avouUI stop some of their canoes until hi> 
“bob” was settled; but promised that he would not 
make war for the purpose of killing any one : for 
which concc.ssion he was promised a uniform jacket 
and other things. Two of his wivc.s were sent to 
receive the prcsent.s, as he .said he could not trust his 
son. These were both natives of Dualla, one a very 
good-looking girl, the other a sister cf A’Lobah — King 
Bell. After giving the presents, and some articles of 
dress for themselves, they became so importunate that 
we wci’c obliged -to di.smiss them rather unceremo- 
niously — for royal personages. 

The villages lining the shore of this beautiful little 
strait arc generally neat and clean. Each has a 
headman, and they are all kings or dukes. The govern- 
ment seems to be a patriarchal commonwealth, their 
subjects being principally their families and slaves. 
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-Tolm King explained the succession : his father was 
t])e head chief : he left three sons, Nako, John King, 
and Billeh : Nako assumed the chief authority; on 
his death, John King waived his *right in favour of 
King Billeh. The latter had frequently declared that 
whichever of his sons juroved to have the “best 
head” would succeed him. ITc seemed very fond of 
a pretty little prattling boy, about four years of age. 
lie “liked him plenty;” said he always slept with 
him, and he “ might be king Jf be had a good head.” 
kh’om this it would api)ear that the chieftainship is 
'jlcclivo. The place is certainl}' rising in imj)ortancc, 
and they are very an.xious to have ships to come and 
trade with them in palm oil, of which they liaA'c 
abundance, as well as wood. Duke Martin said he had 
four hundred large jars of*oil. 

We found the night insuffembly hot here, giving 
palj^able evidence of the superiority of the climate of 
the Baj^ of Ainboiscs, where we had a pure and pro- 
longed sea-breez<f, or a cool land-wind, every night; 
insuring a calm and refreshing sleep. 

Sunday, May 22nd . — We had signified that we did 
not wish to bo disturbed. John Kitig came on board, 
but he was oxcoodingly well behaved, and, so far from 
being importunate like Ids brother, he Avould not oven 
receive a small present, because we had told him it 
was our Lord’s day of»rest. However, he said he 
would let us know his wants after he haid sent on 
board some fine bullocks, which he had procured for 
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us. On the following day lie was as good as his 
word, and sold three at “ one price,” — without 
haggling. 

Our former prompt departure, and the scolding he 
had just received, brought Billeh to his senses, as he 
also let us have some goats aA “one price,” that is, with- 
out first asking thrice as nnich as he intended to take. 
He sent four iwen with muskets to try and shoot 
bullocks for us ; but he said they w’ere “too much wild ; 
they savy too much wheiv white man comes, and run 
far away into the bush.” They at length succeeded, 
and brought a small one on board which had been 
shot with broken bits of brass. 

At the back of the jxdace were numci’ous huts, 
ranged in two long lines, the dwellings of the chief’s 
wives, childi'en, and slaves, ‘‘flic former came out imme- 
diately on our entering the court-yard, and commenced 
begging for everything they saw. They Avere neither 
remarkable for decency of manners nor appearance. 
The natural ugliness of their features’was increased by 
a dark green pigment, which, how'over, was distributed 
on their faces, and other parts of their person, with 
such care as to prove that they thought it had a con- 
trary effect. Some of the children were pretty; one 
especially, a daughter of the Chief, named Luchinga, 
was a perfect miniatiu’e Venus, though she was not 
more than seven years of age. In one large hut, we 
could see 'through the bars at the entrance a number 
of females of all ages, who were doiibtless slaves, from 
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the authoritative way in which the pretty little boy, — 
the Chief’s favourite son, — ordered them about. 

Landing on another occasion we found the Chief 
lying on his bed very unwell, and begging most piteously 
for some of the white man’s medicine. We had a proof, 
however, how little the con^|brts of civilization, — accord- 
ing to our ideas, — are appreciated by the natives of a 
tropical climate. Althou^i this Chigf {)rided liirnsjelf 
on his connexion with the white men, and the multi- 
tude of g<iod things ho possessed from their country, 
he was lying in the lower part of his house, Muthout 
flooring, though he had excellent rooms above, which, 
with the numerous and valuable articles of European 
manufacture, lie merely kept for show, or “ to make 
liim strong.” We had difficulty, in scrambling over 
lumber of different kinds, to reacli the damp and dark 
comer where he was lying. lie had, nevertheless, a 
decent bed and pillow. 

The land near the town of Bimbia is tolerably well 
cultivated, but the dense underwood which spreads so 
rapidly and luxuriantly, makes it a, difficult matter to 
keep any space properly cleared. Many fine timber 
trees grow a little distance off, and «omc blanched yet 
stalwart trunks, visible here and there, bore evidence 
to the destroying influence of the electric fluid, which 
is said to be more frequently dangerous here, than 
at almost any other part,of the coast. 

There is one irregular street, kept tolerably clean. 
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and a number of straggling huts. All the dwellings 
are small square clay-built edifices, thatched with 
the sedgy cyperus and the uscad palm-loaf. The 
places more constkntly appropriated to sleeping in 
have a small aperture, just largo enough to enter, 
over which a grass- mat is sijspcndcd internally. Most 
of the natives have various European articles hung 
up about their dwellings, the amount of which is a 
fair index of individual wealth; but as light is as 
scrupulously kept out as, if a w'indow-tax w'erc lcvi6d 
among them, wo had great difficulty in ascertaining 
what they were. Palm-oil is the staple commodity of 
export, with a few elephants’ teeth, brought from the 
Balling country. Live stock, goats, sheep, pigs, and 
poultry abound, and form a source of no little wealth 
to the possessors; time is, feowever, of so little value 
to these people, that they think nothing of passing 
backwards and forwards several days, before they 
arrange the sale or purchase of a single goat, and 
quite exhaust an Englishman’s patience, especially as a 
preliminary d^ish is*-cxpected before commencing busi- 
ness of the most trifling nature. When not engaged 
in barter, fishing appears to be the most common em- 
ployment; and, as the fish is both abundant and good, 
it forms a large portion of their food, together with 
plantains, instead of yams, wdiich are not so much 
cultivated. That the slave,rtrade has been actively 
prosecutedwhere, and is still more or loss so, is evident. 
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from the number of persons who speak a little Spanish 
or Portuguese. 

Although the lan^age of Bimbia closely resembles 
the Dualla or Cameroons, the physic^ characters of the 
people arc someM’liat different; the Bimbians being 
for the most part small \ in stature, but muscular. 
The hands and feet arc large; the lower jaw is pro- 
gnathous or protruding ; the eyes are bright, but full 
of cunning and araricc; and the countenance gene- 
rally expressive of bad feelings, which subsequent 
inquiries into their dispositions confirmed. The mode 
of filing the teeth very much down, leaving a wide 
space between, so as to have them long and sharj), 
adds not a little to their disagreeable looks, and is apt 
to raise unpleasant suspicions as to cannibal propen- 
sities. Many of them haite squares tatooed over the 
abdomen, resembling the scarific£ttions of cupping, and 
others have triangular marks in the temples, not 
unlike the Krus, with whoin^thcy seem rather anxious 
to fraternize. 

Their religious superstitions arc’much the same as 
in other parts of the coast, and said also to be accom- 
j)anicd with human sacrifices. On* the demise of a 
chief or any great man, more or less of the property 
is left in the house, which is abandoned and allowed 
after an interval to go to decay. We saw in the 
deserted hut reported toihavc been occuj)icd by the 
late chief, a number of utensils and carthenwafe articles. 
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which the superstitious fears of the natives prevented 
their appropriating, although quite exposed. 

Nothing can exceed their absUrd credulity in the 
magical powers of European medical men. They 
believe white doctors can kill or cure almost with a 
look, and we have often observed them to tuni away 
in apparent fright, if any of the medical officers looked 
steadfastly at them; sometimes covering their faces, 
they would jump overboard, calling out, “No make me 
white, no make me white; doc’or;” nor could all our 
reasoning shake this belief; subsequently when we 
found it difficult to keep them from crowding the 
decks and loitering about instead of concluding their 
trade “ palavers,” it was only necessary to hint at the 
“ doc’or,” and they would disperse quickly enough. 

They are fond of music, '^nd as well as the noisy 
dance-provoking tom-tom, they have flutes made out 
of reeds, with thi*ee apertures; they blow into the 
upper one, and by pressing the thumb and fore-flnger 
on the low'er two with different degrees of firmness, 
they contrive to piay some very sweet though simple 
airs. They have also a sort of harp, made in the 
shape of a bow, * of light w'ood, tightly stning, with 
the hard fibre of some creeping plant ; this is placed 
inside of the teeth, and breathed on with more or 
less force, as with the common Jew’s harp, and by 
striking the chord with a ligh6 piece of stick, the sounds 
are proditeed. 
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The subjoined is a common and very favourite 
air: — 


s 



Our position outside the Bimbia Strait was in four 
fatlioms, with the outer point N.W. about lialf a 
mile. Inside we auchored in two and a lialf fathoms 
at low water, with the King’s White House W. f S., 
and the south point of Bimbia Island S. i E. We 
were, however, rather too near a shoal to the east- 
ward of us on w'hich the silrf breaks at half tide. 
cable’s length more to the N.E. would be a more 
sheltered berth. It is high water here at full and 
change at 8’54 p.m., the ri^e and fall six and a half 
feet. 

Lieutenant Sidney, the Assistant-Surveyor, made a 
little examination of the strait, and we searched for a 
rock said to lie south of Bimbia ^oiiit, but w'ithout 
success. 

The current between Fernando Po and the mainland 
is sometimes rapid, but on anchoring ’mid channel, to 
try it during the night, •we found it almost imper- 
ceptible : it is stronger on both shores. 

On the 24th of May w'C returned in the ‘ Will>crforcc’ 
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to Clarence Cove, ‘Soudan’ having preceded us. We 
found there Her Majestj^’s brig ‘ Rapid.’ Lieutenant 
Eai'lc reported that, in compliance* with Captain Allen’s 
wishes, he had “communicated with Mr. Hope At 
Benin, who attached no credit whatever to the report 
either of the murder of Mr. ;Carr, or of any disaster or 
ill treatment of the persons composing the model farm, 
by the natives, US' he conceived that had it been true, 
he must have heard of it from the traders fre- 
quenting the Benin.” the village of Akassa, in the 
Rio Nun, “ they positively deny the murder of Mr. 
Carr, as also any knowledge of the persons coin})Osing 
the model farm.” 

In crossing the bar of the Nun to make this inquiry, 
Lieutenant Earle informed us that his boat was unfor- 
tunately swamped and lost, 'with one of the creu’. A 
valuable life had thus been sacrificed in the search after 
a person who liad so impmdcntly risked his own ; and 
Captain Allen rejoiced that he had not placed his 
whole crew in* jeopardy by attemptiftg such a fruitless 
search among the Swamps of the Niger, where no infor- 
mation could be had from the inhabitants ; who, if even 
they knew the fact, would be interested in concealing 
it, and would, moreover, have been very likely to mis- 
lead, in the hope of a richer booty in the ship; being 
doubtless w'cll aware, that if she should be aground for 
any length of time in that inti*icate labyrinth of creeks, 
the climate would soon leave them in undisturbed 
possession. 
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Our hopes of receiving instructions from England 
were again disappointed. 

Some letters and ilbwspapers, however, came by Her 
Mjijcsty’s ship ‘ Iris,' which left •Ascension on the 
10th April. The ‘Albert’ was still there, and the 
crew, wc heard, had sufljpred mucb from dysentery. 
In a private note to Captain Allen, Captain Foote 
expressed his opinion that we ought *not to ascend 
the river without further instnictions from Govem- 
mbnt. 

Wc found the Government stores belonging to the 
Expedition had been much injured, owing to the leaky 
state of the buildings they had been placed in. A survey 
was held, and they were carried up the hill to houses 
in some degree in a better state of rcj)air. 

In a beautiful walk a tittle way inland .wc met a 
remarkably fine inteUigent young native, w'ho said his 
name was Boku Glorio, son of Old Glorio, who likewise 
rejoiced in the name of “ Cut-throat.” He professed td 
“ like” us very much, but w'C perceived that his affection 
diminished notably, when informed* wc were not in the 
habit of carrying a dram-bottle. He said he was a 
Christian man, and was going to «ee his friend the 
missionary, who had taught him ; and that he knew 
“ God had made him altogether, and the skin of him 
too.” He had only one wife, — a very young girl. 
Although his costume waanot very rechercM, according 
to our ideas, he was evidently well satisfied* with him- 
self. His waist, legs, and arms, were encircled by 
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many strings of pieces of white shells; his hair, abun- 
dantly plastered with red earth and palm-oil, was sur- 
mounted by a grass hat, with the red tail feathers of 
the parrot, and fascened on his head in a jaunty style 
by a piece of iron. With much reluctance he sold his 
hat for some tobacco, but could hardly be prevailed on 
to exchange the fastening, for a handsome plated meat- 
skewer. To his. walking-stick were attached small 
calabashes, of which he explained very dramatically 
the use. One was for drinking their favourite topi, or 
palm-wine; he put himself in an attitude, and smacked 
his lips, as if in enjoyment of wine of the finest vintage. 
Another was cut in half, and served as a horn for 
communicating with his companions when hunting in 
the woods. We once heard a man at “ Cut-throat’s” 
village blow a fine blast witli the barrel of a. fowling- 
piece which had burst at the breech. 

Young Glorio’s religious enthusiasm does not appear 
to Ijave become general among the Bdeeyahs; and 
until more active exertions are used for their spiritual 
improvement, m'C fear they will prefer their own pagan 
rituals, which combine pleasure with duty. Thus, after 
leaving him, we siumbled on four of his countryman, 
who were enacting a sort of fetiche dance, and the 
copious perspiration which bedewed their faces, testi- 
fied to their active zeal. They were covered with 
dried palm leaves and twining convolvuli, and their 
bodies, where visible, were more than usually bedaubed 
with red and yellow clay. They first began to 
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stamp on the ground, changing the feet very regu- 
larly and simultaneously, then raising their spears 



on high, they sprung backwards and forwards, as 
if about to attack each other, yet observing a 
certain precision in all their motions. Each step* 
was accompanied jvith a sorf of pavior’s, gimnt — eh — 
eh! eh — eh! — and with the rustling noise of the palm 
leaves, was as discordant in sound as their, perform- 
ance was wild in appearance. Haj^ing danced until 
they were quite exhausted, they approached, and 
saluted us with their usual kindly expression, “ bu-bi” 
(friend). 

As we had learned tha^ the ‘ Peruvian,’ a Liverpool 
ship, bound homewards, was lying in George Bay, on 
the north-west side of Fernando Po, wo went thither for 
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the purpose of sending dispatches and letters by her. 
In coasting along the western side of the Fernando 
Po, the form of the vast crater 'of the volcano, which 
threw up this beahtiful island, is distinctly seen. The 
dense forests and luxuriant vegetation which cover the 
island, and clothe the sides jpf the mountain to the very 
summit, with the modification of altitude, attest the 
quiescent statb i^i which the volcano has remained for 
ages. It is doubtful M'hether it be perfectly extinct, as 
smoke is said to be occa,sionally seen ; but the higl.cst 
part composed evidently of volcanic ashes, has been so 
decomposed, that it is mantled ■with grass. 

On approaching this noble bay, we were deceived by 
the appearance of the enormous tninks of the borubax, 
or silk-cotton trees, wliich looked in the distance like 
the white sails of vessels,^ “ hull down.” One might 
almost have supposed a numerous fleet was there, with 
canvas loosened to dry. 

George’s Bay is much more extensive than Clarence ; 
open to the .north-west wind, whioli however seldom 
blows strong; tho scenery on all sides is remarkably 
fine, and it would be an excellent place for ships to 
rendezvous, but that the water is too deep for anchor- 
age, except close in by the shore. The country around 
appeared to be clearer of underwood than at most 
other points, and the view of the Peak is particularly 
grand. 

We fccind the natives at George’s Bay, civil and in- 
offensive, as in all other parts of this singular island. 
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'J’lieir habitatiouy are indeed the rudest of the rude, 
being nothing more than a coarse mat of palm-leaves 
thrown over four upfights, and open to all the winds 
of heaven. A little block of avooS for a piUow, an 
earthen pot to boil yams, and a rude wooden pipe for 
smoking, were the only arijcles of comfort or luxury, 
any of them seemed to possess. Yet thej looked hap- 
py and healthy, and proffered us a •portion of their 
simple faro, as also eggs, which are never oaten by them, 
on Account of some religious prejudice. The yams are 
abundant, and probably the finest in Africa, forming the 
chief article of food to the unsophisticated Edeoyah. 

Occasionally they have as a “ bonne bouchc,” a stew 
of bush-rat, porcupine, snake, or venison. Fish is 
also plentiful at certain seasons, particularly a species 
of Clupea, about the size “of an English sprat, and 
having very much its flavour. Bming some months, 
the laud-crab is a faA'^ourite luxury, and the capture of 
them affords employment late in the evening, at which 
time they venture "out from their habitations in the 
sand. Towards dusk there Avere* numerous lights 
moving about on the beach, where the “ Bubis” were 
actively engaged catching their prey fdr supper. With 
the exception of such spirituous liquors as the natives 
receive in exchange for their oil ; topi, or palm-wine, 
is the common beverage. This exudes from the palm- 
tree on incision ; is of a pleasant slightly acid flavour : 
very wholesome in the morning when first drawn, but 
more or less intoxicating towards evening, according 
to its state of fermentation. A tumblerful of it was 
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frequently given to each of our men at daylight. 
About three or four pints may generally be extracted 
each day, but it gradually ceases after the seventh or 
eighth. The total quantity for each tree, averages 
about four gallons, but this depends on the size and age. 

A party of disaffected .Krumen and Fishmen, who 
left the employment of the West African Company, 
had taken up their abode in George’s bay, and had 
caused the natives much trouble, stealing their yams, 
canoes, &c., some fighting had in consequence resulted, 
in which the aggressors were beaten and some killed. 
An officer was sent to inform them that they had 
better return to their work at Clarence, and that if 
they continued to harass the natives, they were not to 
expect British protection, in case they were retaliated 
on by the suffering aboriginals. 

We had a visit from two Edeeyah hunters, bringing 
various specimens of monkeys, squirrels, &c., &c., which 
they had killed with slings. They were accompanied 
by their wives, two of the most bertatifully formed and 
symmetrical figures we have ever seen. Notwith- 
standing the disfigurement of the face by large inci- 
sions, and the *blay-bedaubed hair, they looked re- 
markably pretty, nay, even interesting; their gentle 
and modest demeanour, contrasting strangely, with the 
almost naked and unadorned state of their persons. 

These were first wives, and had only recently come 
forth fibm the seclusion which they . are obliged to 
undergo, prior to the public acknowledgment of the 
marriage contract among the tribe. 
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As we had often beard that the natives could 
hold musical dialogues even at great distances, 
by means of little gourd flutes, {^de the plate of 
African instruments), we prevailed on*them to separate, 
while by an interpreter one of them was desired to 
convey certain sentences, to.those at a distance. To 
our surprise we found, on cross-examination that 
everything liad been perfectly understood. They said 
they could communicate with one another, even at the 
distance of some miles, where the locality was favour- 
able to the resonance of the sounds. This facility of 
musical correspondence is not confined to those people 
alone, since that distinguished ti'aveller, the late Mr. 
Bowdich, mentions a similar practice among the 
Ashantis, and he was also informed of its existence 
in the district of Accra. That the Oameroons people 
have also tutored their hearing with* a similar result, we 
had an instance in the pilot Glasgow. He was in Captain 
Allen’s cabin one day, answering some queries relating 
to the river; suddenly he became totally abstracted, 
.and remained for a while in the attitude of listening. 
On being taxed with inattention, he said, “ You no 
hear my son speak?” As we had heftrd no voice, he 
was asked how he knew it. lie said, “Drum speak 
me, tell me come up deck.” This seemed to be very 
singular, so Captain Allen desired him to remain 
below, and privately sent saweral messages to the per- 
former in the boat alongside, who executed thein by a 
variety of taps on his wooden druifi ; and these Glas- 
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gow interpreted in a way that left no doubt of his 
having understood perfectly all that the “drum spoke.” 
He also said they could communicate by this means 
at very great distances, by the “ war-drum,” which is 
kept in every village to give and repeat these signals ; 
so that there is iutimatioiv of danger long before the 
enemy can attack them.. AVe are often sur|)riscd, 
to find the soufid of the trumpet so well understood 
in our military evolutions ; but how far short that falls 
of the result arrived at hy those untutored savages'. 

This method of communication, is no doubt em- 
ployed by slave dealers, to give notice of the move- 
ments of our cruisers. 

Having found, that the steering compass in the 
‘Wilberforce’ was very much affected by the local 
attraction, owing to the* difference in the magnetic 
intensity between these regions and the latitude of 
England, where it was corrected ; several days were 
devoted on our return, to Clarence Cove, to swinging 
the ship to *thc different points of the compass, and 
replacing the magnetic bars or correctors. The cardinal 
points were made exact, but N.E. remained very refrac- 
tory, the box of* soft iron having little or no effect. 

Several ships were communicated with, in the hopes 
of receiving letters and dispatches from England, as 
we began to be very impatient and uneasy at not 
receiving instructions, and' the time was near at hand 
when we ought to re-enter the Niger, or abandon 
the enterprise. 
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Visit to Prince’s Island — A Ride to Santa Anna — View up the Porto 
-Kru boat dance — New Case ot* Fever — Return to Clarence — 
Awaiting Orders — Instructions from England expected — Salu- 
brity of tlie Bay of Aniboises — Preparations to re-ascend the 
Niger — Captain Allen’s proposed Plan of Operations— Timely 
arrival of H.M.S. vessel ‘Kite’ — The Expedition ordered to Eng- 
land— H.M.S. vessel ‘Kite’ ordered to take the crews home by 
Captain Allen - ‘ Wilberforce’ sent up to^ the Model Farm with a 
few officers and a black crew — ^Visit to the grave of our companions 
— Tlie ‘Kite’ sails for England — Captain Allen’s illness — ^Arrival 
of the Expedition at Plymouth. 


June 5th. — Captain ALiiBN being ^iesirous of ascer- 
taining whether the senior officer on this coast had 
received any communication from Government, we 
sailed in the ‘ Wilberforce’ for Prince’s Island, having 
sent ‘ Soudan’ to lie in the healthy bay of Amboises 
during our absence of a few days. 

The usual head-wind preirailed on this little passage, 
and though the thermometer was at 81", the •weather 
felt pleasantly cool, proving that there is considerable 
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advantage in being habituated to the high temperature 
of the tropics*. 

* t • 

June *7th . — We arrived at West Bay, Prince’s 
Island, and were disappointed at finding no communi- 
cation from Captain Foote. We sailed again, and 
went in three hours round to Porto St. Antonio, the 
chief place on the island, in order to get some fresh 
provisions, as nothing was to be procured at West 
Bay, owing to the absence of Madame Ferreira. 

Captain Allen waited on the Governor, who thanked 
him for the honour through his Captain of the Guard, 
but said he had fever, and could not see him. We 
understood that he always made that excuse. 

The Captain of the Guard having laid aside his dig- 
nity, and the laced jacket with which he received us 
in the Governor’s empty' saloon, pestered us to buy 
fowls and eggs of him exclusively, at a very dear 
rate. 

We called on poor Madame Ferreira, who w as con- 
fined to her own house, on the charge — formerly 
alluded to — of having been concerned in the slave- 
trade. She was sufiering much annoyance, but 
declai’ed her innocence of the accusation. 


* Before leaving England, Captain Fitzroy, R.N., had strongly 
advised that we should pass the ^rst season at Ascension, in order 
iliat the ^rews might be seasoned before entering the river. 

It is perhaps to be regretted— on more accounts than one— that this 
plan was not adopted. 
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June 8 th . — Early in the morning we landed, to take 
a ride a little way into the country with Dr. Pritchett 
and Mr. Lilly; we*had two horses, and a beau- 
tiful little skittish mare, which wifliout duo consider- 
ation that we had no more equestrian experience than 
is becoming to sailors, played us various mad pranks. 

Captain Allen received a kick from one, and Dr. 
Pritchett’s horse seized Mr. Lilly by Die knee, and 
drjiggcd him off the mare to the ground, but neither 
was much hurt. The first part of our way was by a 
narrow and rocky, though romantic path ; crossing two or 
three little brooks, forming a succession of gentle 
cascades, and overhung with a rich variety of foliage. 
We were a quarter of an hour too late in starting, as 
a heavy shower came on, while mo were in the valley, 
where m'c were obliged to»take shelter under a laige 
tree, until the dripping leaves obliged us, at a gallop, 
to seek more impervious protection from the torrent : 
this was fortunately mot with in & gentleman’s hovel, yery 
prettily situated, ’where m^c were detained some time. 
On resuming our journey, we very *5000 arrived at the 
summit of the ridge, where we found there had been 
no rain whatever, although wo were afterwards in- 
formed at the town, that it had rained there heavily 
for four hours. 

Our road was now good, along a narrow ridge of 
rock, through numeroua plantation of coffee, cas- 
sada, &c., many of which belong to Madam% Ferreira. 
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Vegetation seemed to riot in the utmost luxuriance of 
the tropics, the soil being exceedingly fertile. 

The fresh air and the richnesi^ of the scenery made 
our ride one of greit enjoyment. Through every open- 
ing in the magnificent trees, we had on one side of the 
ridge or the other, some beautiful vieM% 

We arrived at length at Santa Anna, the object of 
our ride. It is -a house which formerly belonged to 
Madame Ferreira’s father, who lived there witliout ever 
coming down to the town; and such is the purity of the 
air, that he preserved his health and his European — 
Portuguese — complexion. She was bom hero. The 
house and estate now belongs to her brother, who is 
an idiot, and it is to be sold to pay some alleged defi- 
ciencies in the father’s account. It was formerly the 
best on the island, but btxng of wood is fast going 
to decay. The church, which is a complete rain, — the 
roof having fallen in, — was once apparently a very 
neat building. The images and ornaments of the 
high altar are removed to a little loom, and placed 
on a table, opposite to the window with a lamp sus- 
pended over it, to serve for an altar. In this humble 
little chapel the priest officiates, while his congregation 
being very strict in their religious observances, assist 
at the mass, on the green outside. 

On one side of the house is a neat little village, 
inhabited by the slaves of the estate, who looked well 
and happ/, — their labours being very light. 
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The view up the Porto from the neighbourhood of the 
house is singularly picturesque ; richly wooded or culti- 
vated hills slope do\fn to the water’s edge on cither 
side. At the end is the town, rcnflcred beautiful and 
imposing by distance. In the background are the 
fantastic forms of the Jiighest mountains on the 
island, thickly wooded to the summit. Opposite is 
the Fort St. Antonio, to wdiich also distance lends 
importance. 



Our morning’s exercise had given us an appetite, 
and the prospect of a ride all the way back on an 
empty stomach, was ifny tiling but agreeable; we 
therefore hinted at a boiled egg to the old negress who 
showed the house, judging, from some fowls we saw. 
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that such a thing might be within the compass of hci’ 
ability. She, how'cvcr, held out no hopes, except such 
as arose out of an apparently reluctant promise, to see 
if the hens had furilished the means. Sucli jii ospccts 
W'e had so often found to be fallacious that we calcu- 
lated but little thereon. Nevertheless, after liaving 
W'aited so long, it became a matter of necessity to 
exercise our patience a little further, — w'hilc tlie gos- 
sips were discu.ssing the extraordinary event of the 
visit of the white men, and tlic .still more extraordt- 
nary fact that they wanted a breakfast. 

Our patience w'as, however, rewarded ; for we u ere 
regaled with the sight of our old friend the negress, 
crossing the green from the village', beai-ing a tray, 
covered with a snow-white though ragged naj)kin, on 
which were some beauiiful plantains, line li.sh, broiled 
and boiled, and eggs. ■ These, with our wcll-e.stablished 
appetites, and pure water from a calabash, formed a 

delicious breakfast. When it became evident to the 

• 

horses, — which had been also enjoyhig a breakfast of 
fresh grass under tire shade of some noble trees, — that 
we meditated a return to the towm, they recommenced 
their pranks, breaking loose and galloi)ing round the 
village, to the no small ten-or of the quiet little 
“niggers.” When caught, they showed a decided 
repugnance to the saddle, and kicked most furiously, 
until convinced, by the apjijication of a bamboo to 
their hoofr every time they lashed out, that resistance 
was useless. 
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Our ride back was even more agreeable, from the 
fbeness'of the weather; as although the sun shone bril- 
liantly, it waBHot i^emfortably warm. Returning by 
a ditl^aft ii!<ead^ we .visited a Quinta belonging to 
Madame Ferreira, of which she has many all over the 
island, with much land under cultivation. 

On arriving at her house in the town we found 
an excellent breakfast had long been waiting. Be- 
sides our kind hostess, we had Madame Fretus and 
her two young and interesting daughters, to wdiom we 
had to make ourselves as agreeable as we could, under 
the disadvantage of not having a language in common. 

It had been intimated to Madame Ferreira this 
xhoming, that she was no longer to be kept under 
restraint, though she had not the gratification of being 
formally absolved from the alleged charges. Neither 
the Governor nor the Chief Judge would interfere in 
her case. From this it would appear that they think 
they have gone too far in persecuting this unprotected 
woman. 

Tins lady’s residence and that* of the Governor, are 
the only good ones in the town. The others are built 
of wood, raised on piles,and surrounded by spacious and 
heavy verandahs; causing some of those which have 
slight supports and bad foundations, to lean 
Over l^/ihiinoQS d threatening their neighbours 

wi:^.||i^t?rtion, ai thieiT pmchans may lead them. 
ThO may clwm to regularity; and 

though the h'oiiscs 'diminish in importance as they 
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ascend the valley, the upper cud can lioast of the 
principal church or cathedral. 

The little stream which flows *through the valley, 
divides into two bra'nches before reaching the estuary, 
forming a miniature delta — the term is more familiar 
than agreeable to us —on which the principal part of 
the town is built. 

Mr. Lilly has a*iicat little })lace, with about forty 
acres of land, on the south side of the estuary, which 
he purchased from Madaftue Ferreira. lie politely* 
invited some of the f)fliccrsof the ‘ Wilberforce’ to dine 
with him there. 

In a house near our friend’s we saw' two young ladic.s, 
quite black, w'ho mucli interested us by their really 
fascinating manners. Their dress was a mixture of 
the European and African fashions; and though a 
.small amount of cither, •there was enough for grace and 
modesty. 

We obtained some observations of magnetic dip and 

9 

intensity, unfortunately on a volcanic locality, but we 
could not ascertain vhether any basalt was near to 
affect the results. 

On the w'ay off toPthc vessel, our merry -hearted Kni 
paddlers ammsed us with one of their boat dances. 
At a given signal from the leading man, they 
jumped up simultaneously on the thwarts of the gig, 
pirouetted on one leg, sat d^^wn again with much 
agility, paddled three strokes, then mounted again, and 
performed the same evolutions several times, which 
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thej went tbrougL, keeping the most exact time; but 
not without, as M’e tliought, some danger of upsetting 
our frail bark, whicft bad never been intended for such 
displays of African gymnastics; itFAvas, however, conso- 
latory to know from the lips of Messrs. Frying-pan and 
Co. that we “ no could drown where Kru boy live.” 

Thursday, June 9th . — We sailed this day from the 
pretty little harbour of Porto St. Antonio. In going 
out, the wind was so strong against us, that wo had 
^reat dilficulty, with all tho'power of steam, in getting 
clear of the point, before we could bear up and make 
use of our sails. Returned to West Bay, whore mag- 
netic observations were made in the verandah of 
Madame Ferreira’s house, — the same spot where some 
had been taken in 1834 by Captain Allen. We had 
here heavy rain. 

] 0th , — In the hope that a vessel might arrive during 
the night, our sailing was delayed till 4 A.M., when we 
departed from Prince’s Island to return to our position 
at Fernando Po,*or in its vfeinity. Tli^ disappointment 
was very great at not finding anj* communication from 
the senior officer at Prince’s Island, which is the 
general rendezvous for the squadran. 

Wo were reminded of our hopes and trials of last 
year by the death of a young man who had been sent 
from England as assistant-engineer to the Expedition. 
He was taken ill soon after he joined the ‘Wilberforce,’ 
and died after suffering a week. Ho couldfnot get over 
his “ seasoning fever,” which he probably caught while 
waiting for us at Fernando Po ; though after his attack 
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lie had the advantage of fresh and pure breezes, as we 
were at sea nearly the whole time. 

We made a very fair passage with the square 
fore-sail, assisting the steam, and our stock of wood 
lasted the greater part of the voyage But the wea- 
ther was BO cloudy, that although not far from Fer- 
nando 'Po, we could not make out the land before 
dark. 

llM. — At daylight we were abreast of Bassapo. 
No vessel w'as lying thei'e. - 

On approaching Clarence Cove, our expectations w'ere 
raised by seeing a barque lying at anchor ; but these 
proved as usual to be fallacious, it being an old slaver, 
the ‘ Golden Spring,’ now a merchant-vessel. 

‘Soudan’ arrived soon after ‘Wilberforce,’ according 
to Captain Allen’s directions, and was sent back to 
Amboises. 

June — There being no inducement to remain 

at Clarence, we sailed at 8 A.M. In order that we 
might obtain the earliest notice of aay arrivals, the 
head Kruman, “Jack Smoke,” was left with six of 
his “ boys,” with orders to bring immediate intelli- 
gence, and to occupy their unemployed time in cut- 
ting spars and fuel for the ship. We had beautiful 
weather on the passage across, and anchored in what 
appeared to be a very sheltered position, between the 
high island Mondoleh, and the south-eastern promon- 
tory of the ®ay of Amboises. 

Commander Ellis said that the last few days that 
‘ Soudan’ was lying near Rich the rollers set in very 
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heavily, ’which 'vrould render that anchorage unsafe, 
though otherwise apparently good. 

This, hoM'ever, aCcording to Mr. Beecroft, is the 
worst time of the year for wind, afcd when it is much 
to the southward, it brings in a very uncomfortable 
swell, which in all other points of the compass is broken 
by the chain of islands, or the projecting points of the 
l)ay. We remained quietly here auQthbr week. 

June — A delightfully cool morning. Thermo- 

ufeter was at 75'’’5 at daylight, when we weighed and 
went to the watering place at Kieh, where, after 



having filled our tank.«, we took leave of this 
lovely scenery with Awy^ great regret. 

On a second visit to the chief of the “woody hill,” he 
forfeited the good impression of the first. In attempt- 
ing to purchase a fine little bullock, we were quite 
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angry at his caprice and extortion. He had made a 
bill of the price, with a piece of dried banana leaf, 
torn into as many shreds as ho required “bars,” or 
pieces of cloth; ho»wevcr, we had none M'hich suited 
his fastidious trade. AVe could not “ make trade.” 

During oiu* freqixcut visits to the Baj' of Amboises, 
we had ample reason to be satisfied with having 
selected it as'oqr principal station, M-hile wc were 
obliged to remain in this part waiting for orders, as 
the continued health of -the crews of ‘ Wilberfbree’ 
and ‘Soudan’ justified the opinion that had been 
formed of its comparative salubrity. It is open to the 
almost constant south-west wind coming in pimity 
across the wide Atlantic, and is backed by the lofty 
Oameroons Mountain, over which the land-breeze passes 
at night, bringing a dimiqisLcd temperature, Avhich 
secures a calm and refreshing sleep, and, possibly, a 
freedom from noxious exhalations. AVe experienced a 
few tornadoes, but in general the weather was very 
beautiful, without much raih. Tn the sdaytime the men 
were kept in activity by a variety of little incidents, 
occupations, and amusements to beguile the time; the 
vessels were moved' about from one part of the bay to 
another, for the purpose of examination. The natives 
were very much alarmed on our firing at a target, 
especially the Chief of Abobbi, for whoso pecidiar 
edification it was, in fact, intended. AVhile he was on 
board, we isent a shot w'histling over the island, and 
made use of a craggy pinnacle sort of islet as a mark, 
till he begged of us to desist, saying that it kept the 
“ saucy water” from breaking his island. 
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There are few places on the Coast of Africa more 
suitable for a settlement than the Bay of Amboises. 

As usual, on returning to Fernando Po to keep the 
magnetic term day, all eyes watclicd the opening of 
the point forming Clarence Cove, nothing however, was 
to be seen there but the ‘/jolden Spring,’ which had 
so often raised our hopes ^nd disappointed them. 

The time had now nearly arrived, when Captain 

Allen had resolved if no orders to the contrary were 

• • 
received, to renew the operations of the Expedition 

by re-ascending the Niger with ‘ Wilberforce’ and 
‘Soudan.’ We therefore began seriously to make 
preparations, by taking on board as large a quantity of 
coals as possible, which would enable us to pass the 
dangerous parts of the river without delaying to cut 
wood; and if, on the conti^ry, orders should arrive in 
the meantime for us to return to England, we might 
be able to make a long stretch homewards, before re- 
quiring another supply. 

Some newspapers brought by the ‘Elhiope’ of the 
1 3th and 29th of April, contained no allusion to the 
Expedition. The first had, a simple notice of 
the promotion of Captain William Allen, which, in 
the absence of any other motive, had the efiect of 
deciding and rather hastening oui* departure. The 
dispatches announcing the intentions of re-entering 
the river, which had bedn sent from Ascension, on 
the 12th of February, having had two months to reach 
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England by the 13th of April, and more than two 
months having since elapsed, Captain Allen considered 
that this fact of his promotion, might be taken as 
some proof of the approbation of Her Majesty’s 
Government, of the views detailed in those disj>atchcs; 
he therefore resolved, much against his own personal 
wishes, to lose no more time, but sail immediately in 
prosecution of tlio objects of the Expedition, which a 
further delay might interfere with, by curtailing the 
period of remaining in the river. 

It may be as \vell here to state briefly, wdiat were 
Captain Allen’s intentions, had not the ojipoitune 
arrival of the orders from England prevented him. 

On arriving at the model farm near the confluence 
of the two rivers, he would have left the ‘ Soudan’ to 
arrange the affairs of that 'establishment, if necessary, 
and taking Commissioner Cook with him, would have 
proceeded at once to Rabbah ; as it had been originally 
an object, in which all thq Commissioners were agreed, 
to gain over ii possible, to the wishes of Her Majesty’s 
Government, the chief of the Filatahs, who I’csides 
in that city. The negotiations with minor chiefs 
would then have* been easy, as his influence is so 
widely extended. If time and health had pennit- 
ted, he would afterwards have ascended the river 
Chadda, to carry out the instructions with any power- 
ful chief— as yet unknowrf — ^who might have been 
found on its banks ; and to add to geographical science 
some knowledge of that noble river, which he had 
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many reasons for believing to be the more important 
of the two, — ^the Nigw being its tributary : and also 
that it may be the outlet of the Lake Chad. 

By landing all the heavy and bulky articles which 
were not likely to be wanted in the river, we had so 
imich lightened, and cleared the vessel, that we were 
able to take on board one hundred and thirty-five tons 
of coals. This would, on the cafculation of the 
engineer, be sufficient for forty days of river naviga- 
tion, that is, by steaming only in the day time. 

Captain AUen endeavoured to arrange with Mr. 
Beecroft to accompany us with a cargo of coals, and to 
bring thirty tons more in a month, to bo deposited at 
the mouth of the Niger. lie would willingly have 
acceded, but stated that the plans and interests of 
liis employer would not admit of it. 

Although most of the officers and men had been 
anxiously looking for the return to England, and 
though nearly all of the men* who had suffered, wished 
at one time to have left the vessels at Ascension, 
nevertheless we believe they wore cheerfully disposed 
again to encounter the dangers of the river, in the 
execution of their duty, humbly relying on the wisdom 
and power of the Omnipotent Protector, who had 
suffered us to escape from them on the former 
occasion. 

A modification of th^e arrangements, Jiowever, 
became necessary, inasmuch as Mr. Commissioner 
Cook decided at this time, to return to England in the 

Y 2 
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barque ‘Golden Spring.’ It would therefore have 
been advisable, in order to relieve Captain Allen from 
the onerous responsibility of being the sole commis- 
sioner, to have appointed Acting-commander Ellis to 
assist him in that office, which he would have done 
after leaving Fernando Po,» according to the provision 
in Lord John Russell’s instructions. 

Our preparations were very nearly completed, and 
it was the intention of Captain Allen to have sailed 
for the Niger on the evening of Saturday, the 25th 
June; when in one moment all these plans were 
changed : all hands were awakened at one o’clock on 
the morning of the 24th, by the report that a steamer 
was in the offing. 

The order for a boat was hardly issued, when one 
shoved off from the ‘ Wilberforce’ with a mixed crew 
of officers and men, so great was the anxiety to obtain 
information as to oui- destiny. 

A very few minutes brought Lieutenant Gooch the 
Commander 6f II.M.S. vessel ‘ Kite,’ on board, M'ho 
had been sent express from England, M'ith despatches 
from the Colonial Office and the Admiralty, to the 
senior officer on the station, to stop the further pro- 
ceedings of the Expedition; the officers and men of 
which, he was directed to forward to England by the first 
opportunity. He was, moreover, instructed to send one 
of the steamers up the Nigdr, with a black crew, and 

* Now Captain. 



INSTRUCTIONS FROM Tl^ GOVERNMENT. 325 


a limited but requisite number of white officers, to com- 
municate with the settlers there, to bring them and 
their property away? if they wished to abandon the 
model fann. One of the Commissioners was directed, 
in Lord Stanley's minute, to accompany the steamer, 
and decide on behalf of the proprietors of that 
establishment, whether it was to be continued or 
not ; and if circumstances were peciUiaVly favourable, 
especially as to health, &c., he was authorized to pro- 
ceed as far as Rabbah, in order to open a communica- 
tion with that city, but he W'as not on any account to 
explore the river beyond. 

After the resolution Captain Allen had with great 
difficulty come to, of again tempting the climate of the 
deadly Niger, — after the preparations ho had completed, 
the plans ho had fonned, tli# length of time he had du’elt 
on them, and the hopes he had* of being able, under 
God’s providence, to cany them into execution — it was 
not without something like a sense of disappointment 
that ho found in one instant all his projectg entirely over- 
turned. On the other hand, he could not but feel that 
tlicse wishes were in a manner factitious, being excited 
by long meditation on the subject, and by a desire to 
perform to the utmost the duty, which had unfortunately 
devolved on him. lie had a severe struggle in his 
mind throughout the niglit as to whether ho should him- 
self undertake the charge pointed out, or give Mr. Cook 
the alternative. In fine, he considered that Lord 
Stanley’s minute was not imperative on him ; that the 
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instructions of the Lords of the Admiralty required 
that the officers and men composing the Expedition 
should be sent home, without exempting him, — and 
that consequently they did not authorize him to aban- 
don his ship’s company; moreover, that those instruc- 
tions decidedly stated, that volunteer officers were to 
be sent on that service ; lastly, not only that the 
service was one with which be was not officially con- 
nected, namely, that of regulating the affiiirs of the 
model farm on the behalf of the proprietors of that 
establishment, but the wishes of tliose proprietors ex- 
pressly pointed to Mr. Cook in the letter of their 
chairman ; Captain Allen, therefore, guided by all 
these circumstances, decided on yielding the post to 
that gentleman ; who, on the proposition being made 
to liim, consented to undertake it, though, on subse- 
quent consideration, he thought it advisable to decline 
it; and he took his departure for England in the 
barque, ‘ Golden Spring,’ which vessel was about to 
sail. ' 

Another difficulty arose from the fact of the absence 
of the senior officer. Captain Foote, to whom the 
Admiralty instructions were directed, and the proba- 
bility that it would bo a considerable time before he 
could visit this part of the station. Sending the ‘Kite’ 
in search of him was quite out of the question. It 
therefore became necessary, for Captain Allen to take 
upon himli)elf, the prompt execution of their Lordships’ 
wishes. In this he had the high gratification to find. 
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that he was most cheerfully seconded by the zeal of 
his first lieutenant, W. H. Webb, who, with a requisite 
number of officers*,* volunteered witliout hesitation, 
for a seiwicc of almost unparalleled danger, as their 
suflerings had already tauglit them, and the result 
subsequently proved, by the sacrifice of two of the 
limited number. 

The preparations in the ‘ Wilberfpr<Je^ having been 
already nearly completed for the voyage, little was left 
trf be done, but to fill up Avith* coals, and to turn over the 
remaining officers of ‘ Wilberforce’ temporarily to the 
‘ JSoudan,’ and prepare the instructions for Lieutenant 
AVebb, who, with his gallant little band of volunteers, 
lost no time in making his arrangements. Mr. Webb 
made his selection of forty of the best Krumen, among 
whojn was Captain AllenJs faithful Jack 3moke, Avho 
had well sustained his cxcellent«character. 

Sunday, June 2G^/a. — T he Captain performed 
Divine Service for the last time, to his little congre- 
gation : and all “the officers were assembled at a fare- 
well dinner at his table. The various thoughts that 
crowded in their minds, however, prevented all 
approach to cheerfulness. It was rather a mournful 
assemblage. 


• The officers were Lieutenant W. 11. Webb, Mr. J. H. R. Webb, 
Acting-Purser; Mr. — Hensman, Assistant-Surgeon, resident me- 
dical officer of Fernando Po ; J\tr. John Waddingtoii, Boatswain ; Mr. 
Henry Davey, Carpenter ; Messrs. W. Johnston, Cross and Henry 
Collins, Engineers. 
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Wednesday, 2dth . — All the arrangements having 
been made, the ‘Kite’ took ‘Wilberforce’ in tow, in 
order that the latter might enter the river with as 
much coal as possible. Captain Allen embarked in 
the ‘Kite,’ to see his old ship safely over the bar. 

We had a strong adverse wind, so that we could 
only make about three and a-half knots against it. 

Friday, July . — In the morning we passed the Rio 
Bento, or St. John’s, and soon after we made out the 
“ Gate of the Cemetery,’* the Rio Nun, or principal 
navigable embouchure oi the Niger. Wc observed first 
the “gallows-like” tree, on Point Tilana; then by open- 
ing the three points we distinctly saw the ragged tree 
on the Second Point, and xVlburkah Island. At 11, 
both vessels anchored in four and a-quarter fathoms, 
off the mouth of the river. It was high w’ater, and so 
smooth, that ‘Wilbej'force’ might have entered at once, 
but some little final matters detained her till the 
following day. At low water a heavy tumultuous surf 
was seen breaking. 

2nd . — The morning was excessively gloomy when 
the ‘ Wilberforce ’ crossed the bar to pursue her soli- 
tary route ; den.se black clouds, shrouded the entrance 
to the Niger, and seemed to bo deluging it with torrents 
of rain. 

Captain Allen watched her with intense and painful 
anxiety, sometimes she appeared too far to the west- 
ward towards the spit, and once he fancied she had 
“ broached to,” among the breakers, of w'hich there 
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were some on the bar, although it was high-water. At 
length he had the gratification of seeing the ensign 
hoisted, the preconceMed signal of having passed the 
dangerous part in safety. Soon After this the vessel 
was lost sight of, in a heavy intervening shower of rain. 

The ‘Kite’ weighed at 11 o’clock, and proceeded to 
Prince’s Island, in order to obtain intelligence of the 
senior officer’s movements— we had a^tfong head-wind 
during our passage. 

•July ‘^th . — In the evening, anchored in West Bay, 
Prince’s Island. Found by a memorandum which had 
been left there, for the guidance of the cruizers, that 
Captain Foote, after visiting the southern part of his 
station, would pass a month vit Ascension. In the 
absence therefore of the proper autliority, it was incum- 
bent on Captain Allen to Qiake the necessary arrange- 
ments for conveying the remainiug officers and men to 
England on his owui responsibility, since it would have 
been incurring a fearful risk, nay almost certainty of 
much loss of life,* to have kept them cyow'ded in the 
little ‘Soudan,’ until the Commodore’s arrival. 

The only alternative was for Captain Allen to order 
the ‘Kite’ to receive all on board, and proceed home- 
wards. In this he was borne out by the Admiralty 
Instructions, which authorized any vessel of the Afri- 
can Squadron to be devoted to this service, if none 
were about to sail for Enjjland. Moreover the ‘ Kite’ 
was in such a defective state, that she would not long 
have been seiwiccable as a cruiser. While the peculiar 
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capabilities of tbe vessel from having been a packet, 
would afford accommodation for the officers, and led to 
the presumption that the Admiralty had such a con- 
tingency in view, in selecting the ‘ Kite.’ On return- 
ing to Fernando Po, therefore, on the 5th July, Captain 
Allen ordered Lieutenant Gooch to receive on board, 
all the officers and men belonging to the Expedition, 
and to proceed at once to England. 

Dispatches were left for Captain Foote, announcing 
this determination, and • enclosing duplicates of Eio 
instructions from the Colonial Office and the Admi- 
ralty : also a request to the officers of the squadron, 
that they would occasionally visit the Nun branch of 
the Niger, in order to be able to render assistance to 
Lieutenant Webb, if he should require it on his return 
from the interior. 

The Gov(!rnment stores belonging to the Expedi- 
tion, including valuable pi’csents for the chiefs, &c., 
were placed in secure houses at Clarence under the 
care of Mr. White, the agent for die West African 
Company, to be delivered over to the senior officer on 
the coast. 

Charge of thej Soudan’ was given, with a second 
master’s appointment, to Mr. Sturgess, who had volun- 
teered for that service, and eleven seamen were left 
with him, who had been sent out from England in the 
‘ Kite’ to join the squadron.^ 

Before “leaving Fernando Po, we visited for the last 
time, the small locality appropriated as a burying- 



VISIT TO THE BURI^L-OKOUND. 331 

ground, where so many of our brave companions had 
found a last resting-place. It is a little outside of 
the town; a narro"^ winding footpath leads to it, 
through paths of guava and othe» dark-leaved trees, 
and near it a murmuring stream pursues its downward 
course. On reaching the sequestered spot, we stood 
once more beside the lofty cotton-tree, at the broad base 
of which, is the tumulus marking the,grt.vc of Richard 
Lander. Near that enterprising traveller is deposited, 
all that was mortal of the tdlentcd and amiable Com- 
mander Bird AUen, and on the right and left thdsc 
of Lieutenant David Hope Stenhouse and Mr. W. C. 
Wilhc, mate, while around are commingled the 
remains of Doctor Vogel, botanist, Mr. ,G. B. Harv'ey, 
master; James Wood and Horatio Oollman, assistant- 
surgeons; W. II. Wilmett^ clerk, Louis Wolf, seaman 
schoolmaster, Robert Milward, purser’s steward, 
Morgan Kinson, marine, John McOlintock, Peter Fitz- 
gerald, and Christopher Bigley, stokers. 

How quiet, s<^emn, and how full ,of melancholy 
interest did that little place appear, draped with the 
sombre and almost impenetrable underwood, which 
nature in her luxuriance had already began to throw 
around. ’Twas not eight months since aU these our 
friends, companions, fellow-labourers, had been laid 
there, and now each mound was mantled with a vege- 
tation which almost obijpured them from view: yet 
still the mighty bo'mbax, with its stupendous branches, 
overshadowed them, sprinkling around the silken 
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cotton from its pendant seeds ; the broad-leaved 
banana, disturbed by the squirrel in his evening 
gambols, moved slowly to and fro ; while on high the 
graceful palms reared their drooping plumes, and lent 
their trailing dependents, the parasitic orchklacecB, to 
scatter their blossoms, and diffuse their odours, over a 

A 

spot sacred to the memory of the philanthropist, the 
man of science, and the “ friends of Africa.” 



July '1th . — All our preparations having been com- 
pleted, we set sail for England ; our thoughts, which, 
but a few days previously, had been cheerfully bent 
on the prosecution of an arduous duty, were now 
turned with more joyful feelings towards home, the 
factitious excitement having ceased to exist. 
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The ‘Kite’ touched at Sierra Leone, Bonavista, 
Teneriffe, Madeira, and Lisbon, to take in coals. 
Lisbon was the first opportunity we had, of giving 
intimation to Her Majesty’s GoveAment of the ftJfil- 
ment of their instructions. All were in good health 
on the passage, with the exception of Captain Allen, 
whose mind being freed, from the responsibility by 
which it had been so long absorbed, no longer sup- 
ported him against the effect of the climate. Tie had 
an attack of fever, whieh at one time placed his life in 
some danger. 

It is a curious coincidence with the period of attack 
in other cases, that it came on about the sixteenth 
day of his liaviiig been on shore at Sierra Leone. 
On arriving at Madeira he was so weak, that he 
was unable to walk ; but»tho effect of mountain air 
in that lovely island, was alm’ost miraculous. Mr. 
Vcitch having kindly offered him the use of his 
country-house in the “ Jardjne” — a mark of hospitable 
attention, which fc. Webster Gordon aAso showed by 
inviting him to his beautiful residence at the Monte, 
Captain Allen was immediately taken to the “ Jardine,” 
situated at an elevation of about* 5,000 feet, in a 
hammock ; and having been tlicre only two nights and 
one clear day, on which he was able to enjoy the 
beauty of the scenery, his strength was so far restored, 
that he rode half the wajfcdown on horseback. 

Lieutenant Gooch had anticipated the possibility 
of being ordered to bring ns home ; and had most 
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liberally and handsomely provided for it, by laying in 
a largo stock of cabin stores of the best description. 
He enhanced all these advantages by the provident 
arrangements of a good officer, as well as the constant 
cheerfulness and urbane attentions, of a well-bi’ed 
gentleman. 

The poor ‘ Kite’ was however a dull sailer ; and wo 
were fifty-seven 'days making the pas.sago. As wo 
approached the shores of our dear country, we M’cre 
obliged to alter the original intentions of going to 
Portsmouth, by some little disasters which occurred to 
the already defective engines ; and added to which, 
the coals in the bunkers wore found to have taken fire 
by sjiontaneous combustion ; some beain.s were even 
chaired before it could be extinguished. We there- 
fore put int(0 Plymouth on ifho 2nd September, which 
was fortunate, as wo* found the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty there, who did Captain Allen the honour to 
receive him, with a very distinguished and public mark 
of their Lordships’ approbation. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Lieutenant Webl)* ** 8 Instmctlons — Re-enters the Niger — Altered ap- 
]>earanee of the River — Force of the Cunrent — Anchor off Alibli 
Creek — Visit to Obi — Inquiry relative to the fate of Mr. C^arr. 
— Olii’s pretended ignorance— King statement — Tlic liostile 

town — The ^ Wilbcrforce* gets aground — People encamped on the 
sand-banks — Calls off Iddah — The vessel grounds again — Present to 
the Attali of the Eggaralis — Intricate navigation — Vessel strikes on 
a concealed reef— Dangerous position — The exertions of tlie crew — 
Ainada Bue visits the ^Wilberforce* — Reaches the Model Farm — Im- 
portance of divisional compartments in iron vessels — Shimaboe, tlic 

■ 

Attah’s uncle — Lieutenant Webb endeavours to liolj communi ra- 
tion with the Filatahs— Agajah, Chief of Priapi — A Letter and 
I*rescnt sent to the King of Rabbah — Tlie Model Farm abandoned 
— liieutenant Webb’s reasons for so doing — Departure from the 
Confluence— Sickly condition of the crew — Proceedings at Aboh — 
Obi’s treacherous belfaviour— Attempt to seize Lieutenant Webb— 
Mr. Carr’s supposed fate. 

Saturdat/, July 2,nd . — Lieutenant Webb liaving 
received his final orders from Oaptatti Allen, of which 
the following is a copy*, the ‘Wilberforco’ got under 

* “ William Allen, Captain and Commissioner. 

Her Majesty’s S^amcr ‘ Wilberforce,’ Clarence Cove, 
Fernando Po, 29th June, 1842. « 

** Sir, — Her Majesty’s Government having declared that the Niger 
Expedition is at an end, but that one of the vessels shall be sent up 
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weigh, and steamed into the river, first taking leave 
of Captain W. Allen, with a salnte and three hearty 
cheers. Having crossed the dangerous bar, and reached 


the river for the purpose of communicating with the model farm ; and 
as you have volunteered for tliis service, I hereby appoint you to the 
tempoiary command of Her Majestpr’s steamer ‘ Wilberforce and it 
is my direction that, m soon as your preparations shall be completed, 
you proceed to the Nun branch of the River Niger, and that you carry 
into effect the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government. As 1 have the 
fullest confidence in your zeal and discretion, I feel that 1 cannot do 
better than enclose copies of their Lordships’ letter to Captain Foote, 
together with Lord Stanley’s minute, strictly enjoining you to carry 
out the spirit of the views of their Lordships therein contained. I 
will only add, tliat it is of the utmost importance that you use every 
dispatch consistent with the safety of the vessel, in accomplishing the 
service intrusted to you ; and that, altlioiigh Lord Stanle^^ permits 
you to communicate with Kabbah, it is only to be done under the 
most favourable circumstances. 7f, therefore, the slightest symptoms 
of sickness should bivak out among your European party, you are on 
no account to attempt it. In any case my opinion is, that it is not 
desirable to appear before Rabhah with a reduced complement of 
officers, and a black crew ; as the^ natives, knowing the deadly effect 
which their climate has always had on us, will believe tliat it places 
them beyond the reach of white men, especially if any of your officers 
should be sick while there. You will observe also, that Lord Stan- 
ley, and the Lords of the Admiralty, are peremptory in commanding 
you not to go beyond ^ Kabbah, nor to explore the river with Her 
Majesty’s vessel. 

You have with you, what you consider a sufficient number of 
officers, and on their zeal and cordial co-operation 1 feel confident you 
may rely. At your strong instance I have appointed a third engi- 
neer, which 1 agree with you in thinking absolutely necessary. The 
Krumen are of your own selection ; one of whom, Yarriba George, 
the stoker, was promised his discharge when he should go up the 
river again. He also applied for it when 1 was at Rabhah, in the 
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the entrance of the Nun, the vessel was grounded, to 
repair the tail of the rudder, which having been carried 
away soon after lejJVing Fernando Po, rendered the 


Alburkah. You are therefore to discharge him at any convenient 
place, paying him the amount of }^is wages in goods and cowries. 

“ Mr. Cook, the Civil Commissioner, having very recently^tered 
the determination he had made t8 accompany jyuf for the purpose of 
attending to the interests of the proprietors of the model farm, this 
difficult task devolves on you ; and 1 have no doubt you will do all 
in our ]3ower to comply with the wishes expressed by the Chairman 
of tlio Society in his letter to Mr. Cook. I would, however, impress 
on your mind the importance of deeply considering tlie condition in 
^yhich you may find the settlers at the model farm, since much of the 
future good to Africa wdiich may still be hoped to arise out of the 
exertions wliicli have been made in her behalf, may depend on the 
decision to which you may come with i^espect to that establishment. 
At the same time I must express my conviction that tliose who are 
interested in it, will be satisfied wdth whatever course you may 
take. 

As Her Majesty has declined to accept the sovereignty, or pro- 
prietary interest, in any land which the Attah has agreed to cede to 
Her Majesty, you will explain to the Attah, or to his officers, that 
the person left in chaise of the model farm, is to, be considered on 
the behalf of the Agncultural Society, as ijie proprietor of such a 
portion of the territory originally proposed to be purchased, as may 
he agreed on by you, in considei-atiou of the sum of 160,000 co wriest 
w'hich has been paid to the Attah’s agents being one-iifth of the 
'whole purchase-money. The limits nf such portion are to be clearly 
defined by you, and explained as well to the native authorities as to 
our settlers. You will also explain to the settlers who may choose 
to remain, that they will not be under the sovereignty of the British 
Queen, but under that of the Attkh of Eggarah, and they must therefore 
abstain from violating any of his laws. You may possibjy be able to 
stipulate on their behalf for the taxes and duties to which they will 
be liable. 

VOL. II. Z 
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steering very difficult. By the active exertions of the 
carpenter and engineers, the defect was remedied in a 


The Chief of Ibii, and of Eggarah, have agreed to abolish for ever 
the slave trade in their dominions ; but as it is reasonable to sup- 
pose, that without the presence of a restraining influence, they will 
not tahe active measures to enforce the observance of tlie treaty by 
their subjects, you may have opportunities of seeing this inhuman 
practice still carried on. I am clearly of opinion, under existing 
circumstances, that you should refrain from all interference in such a 
case, since, in the first i»lace, \C'e have no authority from the Admi- 
ralty for ca]>turing any vessel or canoe engaged in it; and in the 
next, there is reason to fear that such capture being totally at vari- 
ance with the prejudices and ideas of right and wrong they have 
hitherto entertained ; the natives not only would be unable to api)re- 
ciate the jirinciple upon which you act, but tliey might prol)jibly 
imagine that you have used your power for the j>ur])Osc of aj>pro- 
f)riating the slaves to yourself. And, lastly, instances of rigour, 
although jus^ if they be not followed up, may, by exasperating the 
natives, be productive* of much evil, not only' to tliuse persons ivho 
may remain as settlers, but to any future enterprize which may be 
purely commercial , 

On your return to the coast you will find one of Her Majesty’s 
vessels at the mouth of the IS'iiu ready to a^isist you, and probably 
witli ordei*s from thf Senior Officer; otherwise you will return to 

II • 

this port, and bo guided by instructions, which you will here receive. 

You will request the Senior Officer that he be pleased to take 
steps for sending all yie Krinnen and liberated Africans composing 
your crew, to their respective countries ; and you wdll remember, in 
making out their pay-lists, that such men as you may think deserving 
of it, are entitled to one month’s extra pay, os a reward for their 
good services. 

I have, &c., 

** (Signed) < WirxTiiM Allkn, Captain, and 

' Senior Commissioner. 

** To Lieutenant W. H. Webb, 

“ Her Majesty’s Steam- vessel * Wilberforcc.* ” 
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few hours, but unfortTiuately the night tide was lost, 
and they ■were unavoidably detained until the morning 
of the following day, ^'^hen they began the ascent. 

Although the tide was then flood. Lieutenant 
Webb found no variation in the soundings or the 
strength of the current, as observed on the first visit ; 
until aniving near Sunday Island, where the influence 
of the tide ceases, and the sombrc-lsoEing mangrove 
begins to disappear, Tliere the obstacles commenced, 
aiftl, as Captain Allen had predicted, the appearance of 
the river was totally different, to what it had been 
during the rainy season. Sandbanks presented tlicm- 
selves in all parts of the bed of the stream, in some 
])laccs extending nearly across the whole width, and 
never affording more than from seven to ton feet of 
water, or if it happened to be somewhat (Jecper*near 
the banks, the snags, (sunken trees) protruded in such 
numbers, that it was with the utmost difficulty they 
were avoided. 

As the ‘ Wilberlbrce’ proceeded upwards, few of the 
natives made their appearance in* the several villages 
and towns ; nor was there the same curiosity, fear, or 
w'ondor, depicted on their countenances as on the 
previous visit ; indeed the “Devil ship” passed along 
almost unheeded, except by a few, who, for a moment, 
left off their occupations to gaze at her. Lieutenant 
Webb was of opinion, Jhis indifference might have 
arisen from the little intercourse wc had had with the 
tribes in the Delta, or possibly as he suspected in 

X 2 
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many cases, from their having had some knowledge of 
Mr. Carr’s fate, and therefore apprehensive that the 
object of the present mission wa^ to retaliate. 

Above Sunday \^sland, the current was found at 
that season to have lost much of its force, never exceed- 
ing two knots below Aboh, which taken in reference to 
steam-vessels of smaller dimensions and better propor- 
tioned powers lh?n the ‘Wilfccrforcc,’ affords, according 
to Lieutenant Webb’s opinion, a good argument for 
prefemng to ascend tlie river in the month of July •or 
even so early as the middle of June. 

On arriving at the branch of tlie river above Ingy- 
ama, through wliichtho ‘Wilberforce’ made the passage 
in the August previous, and whicli Captain W. Allen 
thought might be tried on this occasion with advantage, 
it aj)peare4 to bo nearly d.ry, and quite precluded the 
possibility of taking that route. The banks of the 
river, w hich in the rainy season had been in many 
cases inundated, now presented an elevation, varying 
from fifteen to twenty feef, while here and there, even 
in the bed of the stream, sand banks rose several feet 
above the surface. In fact this formerly broad sheet of 
water was diminished to a narrow stream abounding 
in shoals. In the neiglibourhood of the larger Benin 
Branch, which was reached on the 5th July, these 
irregular deposits of sand were so numerous, and 
intersected the river in such a variety of ways, that the 
vessel grounded several times before they succeeded in 
finding a proper channel. What rendered the naviga- 
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tion more difficult here, was the fact that over many of 
them a few feet of water concealed the danger entirely 
from observation, an^ the first indication was the vessel 
striking, but where they showed ai)ovc the water, the 
channel was generally well defined. 

On the morning of tjic 6th, the ‘Wilberforce’ 
anchored off Aboh Creek, ^and, aware of the danger of 
losing time in such a pestilential atiftosphere, Lieute- 
nant Webb immediately proceeded to visit Obi, to 
state to him the objects of the mission, and if pos- 
sible, to obtain some information respecting the settle- 
ment at the Confluence, and the fate of Mr. Carr. 

The entrance of the Aboh Creek, which on the first 
visit of the Expedition was nearly a quarter of a mile 
in width, had now dcci’eascd so much, as to be b^arely 
sufficient to admit the use bf the galley’s oSrs, and tlae 
sandbanks were fully half way across the bed of the 
river. 

After keeping Lieutenant Webb w'aiting almost an 
hour in the so-called palace, the King mMe his appear- 
ance, dressed out in the habiliments presented to him 
by the Commissioners, on signing the treaty for the sup- 
pression of the slave trade. 

During the interview, which was very brief, Obi was 
informed of the ratification of that treaty by Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, upon which he inquired, with 
his usual sagacity, how sdon the trading vessels which 
had been promised, might be expected to arrive, but of 
course no satisfactory answer could be given on that 
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subject. He assured Lieutenant Webb, that he had no 
knowledge whatever of Mr. Carr’s fate, nor had any 
information been forwarded to him of any white man 
having entered the rirver, or passed through his tciTitory, 
and he was quite sure he had not come up tlius far. 

Upon inquiry respecting the settlement or model 
farm,‘ his sable Majesty reluctantly produced a small 
box containing letters from the settlers, dated in Octo- 
ber, 1841, which one of his headmen had received at 
Iddah “six moons before,” saying at the same time, 
that there was a rumour of the Fulahs or P^ilatahs 
having attacked the place, and murdered three of tlic 
farmers. This detention of the box of letters, which 
it would liavc been so easy for Obi to luive forwarded 
to its destination through the Bonny or Brass ti’aders, 
with whom he has such frequent intercourse, very pro- 
perly raised doubts in Lieutenant AVebb’s mind as to 
his sincerity; and his constrained manner when speak- 
ing on the subject of the fate of ilr. Carr and the model 
farm, caused a suspicion, that he knew more about 
them than he was disposed to communicate. lie was, 
however, invited to visit the ship, to receive the pre- 
sents which had been intended for him, although in 
consequence of the very questionable behaviour of Obi, 
Lieutenant Webb had come to the determination not 
to give him all that he was authorized to do, feeling 
convinced that his anxiety, and disappointment pro- 
ceeded from fear, lest anything should be divulged 
which might interfere with his “dash.” Under all 
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circumstances, it was impossible to delay six hours, 
which was the time required by the king in compli- 
ance with Ibu etiquette; Lieutenant AVebb having 
therefore waited until noon, witl^ut any appearance 
of the royal visitor, sent on shore by IMncc Edjeh the 
following articles as a present, in the name of Her Bri- 
tannic Majesty, viz. : — one double-baiTclled gu», two 
single-barrelled ditto, one helmet, , amd twenty-two 
thousand cowries; after which, having already pro- 
cured a native pilot, and t)cing very anxious about 
the safety of those at the settlement, he hastened his 
dej^arture from Abbh. In coming down the creek, a 
number of large canoes had been observed, and on 
inquiry, the pilot stated that they belonged to King 
Boy of Brass, who was said to be then on board one 

of them. This of itself was sufficient to authoiize a 

• • 

doubt about Obi’s conduct, since he had never men- 
tioned that this person was at Aboh, although his 
name had been frequently referred to in the late con- 
versation. On leaniing tlJis, Lieutenant Webb imme- 
diately proceeded to the canoe* in which Boy was 
staying, and requested to be furnished with any infor- 
mation ho might possess respecting Mr. Carr. Boy’s 
statement was just as unsatisfactory as that obtained 
from Obi ; for while he acknowledged that Brown (a 
coloured man, employed as an interpreter in the expe- 
dition, and who had accompanied Mr. Carr a short way 
up the Brass Creek) had communicated with«ome of the 
Brass people about eight moons back, he disavowed 
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having heard that Mr, Carr, or any white person, was 
M'ith him, or knowing the reasons whicli had led 
Brown to visit the Brass river. ' He suggested, how- 
ever, that if Mr. Oai^ had landed, or passed his. King 
Boy’s water, the son of the late King Jacket, now a 
co-chief in the same river, might have been aware of 
the circumstance. This allusion, considering the near 
neighbourhood ' of. these chiefs, was sufficient to con- 
vince Lieutenant Webb, that King Boy know more 
than he chose to toll ; and while it confirmed his feavs 
as to Mr. Oan’’s fate, ho was fidly determined, that if 
spared, he M’ould, on his return, make Boy account 
for Mr. Carr, or otherwise carry liim a i)risoner to 
Fernando Po. 

Nothing could have been more disgusting than tlie 
faw'ni’iig abject behaviour of, that chief ; his very look 
betrayed the con.sciousness of detected guilt. In the 
afternoon the ‘ Wiberforce’ proceeded slowly up the 
river, and soon reached the village on the opposite 
bank, (marked^^the “hostile town”* on Captain W. 
Allen’s chart). Heie the natives were assembled in 
immense numbers, and evinced the same degree of 
curiosity, that hadtbeen so remarked in every part of 
the river on the previous melancholy visit. At 3 
P.M., a heavy squall was experienced from the south- 
west, accompanied with lightning, thunder, and rain; 
the direction of the wind — sputh-west, — was a very 
unusual one. Ali Herr the pilot, was soon found to 
be utterly incompetent for his task, being ignorant of 
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tlic channel; and however qualified to be the con- 
ductor of canoes, was useless for a vessel drawing six 
feet of water. Ila's^ng threaded their way among 
numerous sandbanks, wliich required no ordinary care, 
they anchored in the evening. 

On the 7th, they were enabled to make a fair pro- 
gi’css, and again anchored for the night. 

Early on the 8 th the passage was 'resumed ; but 
soon after weighing, it was discovered that the wTong 
channel had been entered, and in “ w'inding” the vessel 
to get out of the difficulty, she grounded. The kedges 
were quickly laid out, and w’ith the assistance of the 
engines, aided by the untiring zeal of the Commander 
and crew, soon succeeded in clearing the shoal, and 
reaching the mid channel by dark, w’hcre they again 
brought to for the niglii;. While the ^vessel* lay 
agi’ound, an Aboh canoe came alongside, from wdiich 
sonic provisions were purchased. On looking into her, 
a slave, bearing the mark of the llaussa nation, w'as 
observed chained ^to the bottom of the, boat. Lieu- 
tenant Webb pointed out to the onfner this breach of 
faith on the pait of King Obi ; he did not wait for a 
further explanation, but moved off directly, quite 
pleased no doubt, to have estaped without loss of his 
little barque and cargo, which, according to the treaty, 
would have been forfeited. Captain Allen had sug- 
gested the propriety of ^jot exasperating the natives, 
by seizing slaves in canoes, in case any were Inet with ; 
and it was considered more prudent to act on this 
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advice, (the vessel being surrounded by difficulties,) 
rather than indulge the impulse of feelings, which dic- 
tated the wish to liberate all that were discovered in 
bondage on the w ater. On the .9th the vessel grounded 
for about an hour, on a bank near Tanuku Market, in 
passing which a large concourse of people w ere observed 
bartoi’ing various kinds of food, grass mats, country 
cloths, &c. At 4 P.M., they were abreast of Onyali 
Market, the highest limit of the Ibu ten-itory; tlie 
sandbanks here were even more extensive and higiier 
than any j’ct met with, averaging nine feet above the 
surface of the stream. On all these, immense crowxls of 
people were encamped in tents, to the number of at 
least fifteen hundred ; each tent had its own appro- 
priate flag, decorated with various fantastic devices. 
Apparently there was but little trade going on, but in 
its absence plenty of “ palaver,” as is indeed the case 
throughout all African communities. Soon after 5 p.m. 
they were abreast of the river ‘Edoh,’ supposed to be 
a tributary of the Benin river, w*hich .the ‘Soudan’ 
attempted to ascend in the previous season, without 
any definite conclusion as to its source, 

'I’he object so j.udiciously kept in view by Lieutenant 
Webb, w'as to make the passage up, as rapidly as was 
consistent with the safety of the ship, as he thereby 
hoped, if the crew kept in good health, to be able to 
reach Rabbah and conclude the treaty with the King 
of that place, or at any rate, to make an appearance 
off the city. Soon after noon of the 10th, the ‘Wil- 
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berfoi*cc' anchored off Iddah ; Mr. Davcy the carpenter 
was sent on shore, for the twofold purpose of inquir- 
ing if the commander of the ship could have an in- 
terview with the Attsxh, from ■whom it was hoped 
some information might yet be obtained respecting 
Mr Carr ; also to ascertain by the mark, ordered by 
Captain Trotter during the former ascent, to be* made 
on a largo cotton-tree when the river "was at its height, 
how much the water had decreased. The boat soon 
relumed with intelligence, that the Attah could not bo 
seen until the following day; that the settlers at the 
Model Farm were all well, but that no tidings of 
Mr. Can’ had as yet reached Iddah. By the mark just 
referred to, the river was found to have fallen thirty 
feet. 

Not wishing, in a race of life and death, to lose 
t-wenty-four hours for the ciq^rice of an African 
chief, they immediately weighed, and proceeded 
ujiwards, keeping between English Island and the 
cliffs on which the city is built. They Jiad not, how- 
ever, moved very far in tliat chanifcl, before the sound- 
ings shoaled so much, that they 'wcyg under the neces- 
sity of retracing their steps, in doiifg which, the vessel 
again got aground ; a kedge was immediately thrown 
out, and subsequently the best hawser anchor and chain 
and every available means used to got the vessel hove 
off, without effect. 

Notwithstanding the untiring and praiseworthy exer- 
tions on the part of officers and crew, continued during 
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a j^i’cat part of the night, the vessel remained aground 

until the following afternoon, w’hen by renewed hard 

work she was got off. In the meantime the Attuh’s 

head Mallam, Massabah, came on board, bringing a box 

of letters from the settlers, written five months jire- 

viously, in which they described their anxiety for the 

returft of the vessels, as the jFilatahs had, on two occa- 

sions, threatened* an attack. Mallam Massabah inquired 

why Lieutenant AVebb had not visited the Attah, on 

•1 

his way up here, and "was told, that there was no time 
to be lost, and if the chief of Iddah had been so 
anxious to see the white officer, he would not have 
kept him waiting as had been required when an inter- 
view was sought; moreover, the letters had been detained 
a long and unreasonable time, instead of being for- 
warded to the coast as they ought to have been, accord- 
ing to the stipulation in the treaty to that effect. Tlie 
Mallam replied that the Attiih of Iddah would have 
broken through a long established custom, if he had 
received a visitor the same day that he arrived, and as 
for the letters, there had been no opjiortunity of trans- 
mitting them. It was then explained to Massabah, 
why the vessel had come up on the present occasion, 
and he was requested to return to the Att^h, and 
obtain permission to accompany or follow the ‘ Wilber- 
force ’ to the Confluence, that a final settlement might 
be made on the spot, concerning the purchased terri- 
tory, and to prevent any unfavourable impression from 
a supposed want of courtesy, a handsome silk tobe was 
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foi’warded to the chief of the Bggarahs, and a piece of 
drab silk to Amada Bue, the Attilh’s sister. 

Early on the momhig of the 1 2th, they were again 
under weigh, and by half-past 7 A.M., were abreast 
of Bird Rock. The appearance of this locality was 
now entirely altered ; when seen on the former passage 
up, it was only a few feet above the water, it now rose 
to a height of thirty feet, and at a little distance bore 
no slight resemblance to a ship under sail. Several 
roeks were observed on each hide, some of which v’cre 
from fifteen to twenty feet above water, although 
outirely hidden from view on tlie former ascent, and 
must have been passed over. At noon, in wending 
tlirougli a cluster of these rocks, some of which were 
thirty-five feet above the surface of the river, in the 
proper mid-channel, near Jhe lower end of^ Beaufort’s 
Island, with leads going fore and ^ft and every possible 
precaution, the vessel struck violently on a concealed 
reef, which penetrated the second compartment on the 
larboard side, in tlie neighbourhood of the Boatswain’s 
store-room, and started four rivets in the t h ird compart- 
ment on the starboard side ; the soundings taken just 
before she grounded, by two carefuhleadsmen, showed 
three fathoms forward and ‘four fathoms aft. The 
engines were stopped and immediately reversed, but 
inefiectually ; and before Lieutenant Webb could run 
forward from the break of tlie poop, the foremost com- 
partment filled up to the lower deck. All bands were 
without loss of time, at work, to clear the injured division, 
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and the best bower auclior and chain were laid out 
astern, with a hedge on the larboard quarter, and two 
lengths of hawser to the rocks from the starboard 
bow. After several uuavailing attempts bj the various 
purchases, together with the reversed action of the 
engines, finding it impossible to move the vessel, she 
was made secure for the night. Duiiiig the greater 
part of the following day, (the 1 3th) every exertion 
was made by altering tlic stowage, heaving on the 
purchase and using the ' engines, to get out of this 
critical position, but without success. It was tlien 
determined to send Mr. Waddingtou, the acting boat- 
swain, to the Ooniluence, in charge of a boat, to clear 
out the ‘Amelia’ tender and drop -her down tlie stream 
if possible, to take on board the stores and provisions 
and-^hus lighten tlie ‘ Wilberforce.’ 

Late in the evening, eight men belonging to tlie 
‘Amelia,’ came down in a large galley attached to the 
settlement, which Waddington had sent off on reaching 
there, while he and his party remained busily engageil 
in preparing the schooner, in M'hich he contrived to be 
back to the steam-vessel on the evening of the 14th. 
The difficulties which he met with, not only from the 
intricacy of the navigation for sixteen miles among 
rocks and sandbanks, but the mutinous disposition of 
.some of the crew, rendered it a work of no ordinary 
care to fulfil as ho had done, and well bestowed were the 
high eulogiums passed on him by his commanding officer. 
On the 15th, the ‘Amelia’ was brought alongside, and 
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great portion of tlie stores and provisions were removed, 
in which operation they were aided very much by the 
Bahah refugees, some!* of whom came down in the 
schooner from the Model Farm, wh^rc they had sought 
protection during the late wars. In the afternoon, 
another attempt was made to heave off, which failing, 
the vessel was secured for the night. Early on the 
following morning, the remainder of,tlle stores were 
put on board the schooner, when the purchase was 
again tried, and the vessel ‘moved a little; it was 
necessary, however, to throw overboard six tons of 
coals, to lighten her still further, and in the evening 
she was made fast for the night. A heavy squall 
broke over them about midnight, but was not produc- 
tive of any injury to the vessel as she then lay. 
The baling and pumping \rcre resumed througlf-the 
night, and on the 1 7 tli, she was with some difl&culty 
hove off. Taking the ‘Amelia’ in tow, they proceeded 
at fill! steam towards the Confluence. 

When the enervating nafure of the climate consi- 
dered, it is truly surprising that thisdittlc band of Euro- 
peans could have endured, as they did, the continuous 
labour required under such trying circumstances. Had 
their commander been a lesff firm or enterprising cha- 
racter, perhaps the ‘Wilberforce’ would have remained 
in the river, to supply the natives with malleable iron 
for their spears and swords ; but knowing the dangers 
that awaited him when he entered on the mission, he 
was prepared to undergo anytliing rather than not 
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persevere in carrying out his instructions. Of the 
conduct of those who were with him, it is impossible 
to speak too favourably; deeply is it to be regretted 
that some of them so soon fell sacrifices to the 
astonishing exertions required on that occasion, and 
did not survive to enjoy the rewards they might reason- 
ably Jiave expected. 

While the vcs?.el 'vas aground on the reef, the old prin- 
cess, Amada Bue, came on board ; she was accompanied 
by the chief Mallam, Massabah, who had been requested 
by Lieutenant Webb to go with him to the Confluence 
to make a final arrangement about the land ceded. 
Amada Bue brought with her two goats as a present 
from the Attali of Iddah, and an assurance that he 
would supply any provisions required. The old prin- 
cess- was so pleased with her reception, and — like most 
of her people, — with, what she saw going on, that she 
prolonged her visit to nearly tw'enty hours, when she 
quitted the vessel and returned to Iddah, landing the 
chief Mallam, on a neighbouring rock, whence he was 
again brought to the ‘ Wilbcrforce’ by an Eggarah 
canoe, which w'as returning from a market higher up 
the river. In t]^is canoe, two female slaves from 
Kakanda were discovered, and Lieutenant Webb, in 
pretty strong terms, reminded Massabah, that his 
master, the chief of Eggarah, was violating the treaty 
made the previous year, by thus allowing his people to 
deal in slaves ; “the keeper of the king’s conscience,” 
instantly pushed oflT, and did not again make his 
appearance. 
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They anchored off the model farm, on the morn- 
ing of the 18 th, and found the settlers had not been 
molested by any of ^lie neighbouring tribes, but were 
in a state of disorganization among themselves. 
Renewed attempts were made to keep under the leak, 
and the vessel’s bottom was swept with a topsail and 
rain awning ; this, however, with constant baling and 
pumping, was inefficient ; the anchor was therefore 
again weighed, and the vessel was grounded with her 
bo^t on a grassy bank, about a cable’s length from the 
right shore. On a careful examination, the injury was 
ascertained to be five feet in length and two inches in 
breadth, under the boatswain’s store-room, which was 
only to be repaired by fixing an iron plate from 
within. 

This case shews the immense importance i)f having 
vessels, especially steam-boats, built with water-tight 
compartments; had the ‘Wilberforce’ been otherwise 
constructed, she would certainly have been a total 
wreck ; the water Vould have passed rapidly into the 
engine-room, extinguishing the fires, and perhaps 
causing the boilers to collapse with all the attendant 
frightful consequences. 

On the 19th, they were again busily employed on 
the leak, and in restowing the provisions and stores 
from the schooner, as the river was rising and Lieute- 
nant Webb was anxious tg reach the city of Kabbah 
with the least possible delay. Hitherto no* sickness 
had appeared among the Europeans of the crew, and 
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there was every reasonable ground of expectation, that 
he might be able to carry out the views of Her 
Majesty’s Government, but in tlic evening two of tlio 
most efficient persons, Mcssra. Davey, carjientcr, and 
Johnstone, chief engineer, were seized with fever, 
thereby cancelling all the pi’cvious arrangements. 

July 2>0th . — Early this morning, the after compart- 
ment was discovered to have three feet of water in it, 
which it appeared had been occasioned by the oversight 

L 

of the engineers on the previous night, in not putting 
the box nuts on the pipes M'hich connected the bilge 
in the engine-room with the several compartments. 
In consequence of this accident, it was absolutely 
necessary again to remove the stores, and clear out tlic 
afterholds. Many of tlic presents and a good deal of 
powder were found to bo damaged. 1’lie whole day 
was occupied in drying the.se articles, and in keoi)ing 
the foremost division of the vessel constantly baled dry, 
so that the engineers might fix the plate. 

21«#. — Busily at work putting the holds in order, 
and restowing the* stores. Mr. Cameron, the second 
engineer, was taken ill with fever, so that the whole 
duty of that l/rauch fell on the remaining one, 
Mr. Collins. This redufccd strength of engineers, of 
course retarded all the operations, which were now 
being made preparatory to moving down the river. 

Shimaboe, unde of the ,AttMi of Iddah, went on 
board to*pay his respects, when he was informed of 
the necessity of removing the settlers from the model 
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farm, at which he expressed his regret; but he fully 
concurred in the arrangements made by Lieutenant 
Webb with respect to the disposal of the buildings and 
crops; and as his conduct had •evidently been so 
friendly, he was presented with a damask tobe. After 
the interview with Shimal^e, Lieutenant Webb pro- 
ceeded on shore, having Iparncd that the Fulahs or 
Filatahs w^cre within three miles of the* settlement, and 
engaged in an attempt on the pillage of Priapri, situated 
on a rocky eminence at the foot of Mount Patt^di. Ho 
took with him one of the officers and an interpreter, 
being in hopes of obtaining an interview, with the chief 
of the invading army. On arriving at the scene of 
action, it was found that Agajah, the chief of the 
village attacked, had obliged them to retreat, thus 
frustrating the prospect oft a meeting with^ the pre- 
datory Filatah chief. 

7\gajah, a short robust man, with a countenance 
tmusually open for an Afric|in, displayed two arrows 
as trophies of his late — ^probably bloodless — victory. 
He had with him about four hundred men, armed with 
bows and arrows : two persons, apparently of conse- 
quence, carried each an old-fashioned musket. These 
were the only fire-arms observed among them ; neverthe- 
less, the people were better appointed, and expressed 
more determination in their looks, than was to be 
expected from them. The position of the village — 
Priapri — was wcU chosen to resist an attacl^, and the 
chief averred he had successfully resisted all inroads for 

2 A 2 
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a number of years ; that hitherto he had never had 
recourse to flight ; but as his enemies (the persecuting 
Filatahs) were becoming more numerous every moon, 
he began to be apprehensive of the consequences. 
Agajah's manner was straightford and manly, and 
quite cordial, until Lieutenant Webb declined present- 
ing him with the pair of pistols he had brought with 
him. The refusal evidently displeased him ; however, 
on the following day, two single-barrelled guns were 
sent to him by the sou, who visited the ship, and' ex- 
hibited in his person the fine characteristics of his 
father. 

A few days before the arrival of the ‘ Wilberforco’ 
at the Confluence, Gogoe, a village between Priapri 
and the model farm, had been abandoned by its inha- 
bitants, under apprehension of a hostile visit from the 
Fulahs. The fligitives took refuge on the dry sand 
banks in tin* bed of the river, where they had built 
huts, as a temporary security against the attacks of 
their enemies, who never ventm-e on the water, and 
rai'ely dismount, unless to bind the unfoi'tunate victims, 
who invariably give themselves up in passive hopeless- 
ness, without a shhdow of resistance. These statements, 
show that the settlement, could not altogether secure 
its immediate neighbourhood from aggression ; nor can 
it be wondered at, when it is known how few in 
numbers they were, and without a European to direct 
them. 

On the 22nd July the repairs were so far completed 
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as would enable the ‘ Wilberforce’ to reach Fernando 
Po, and in the afternoon the steam was got up, and the 
vessel hauled alongside the landing-place, to receive 
the remaining stores, &c., belonging to the model farm. 
Four poor creatures from the Bahah country, who had 
taken refuge at the settlement, were also brought away 
at their earnest solicitations, as they dreaded the 
thought of being left behind. Their country is situated 
a day’s march, west of Mount Patteh; and judging 
frohi their industrious dispositions, it is probably well 
cultivated; but the destroying Fulahs had found their 
way there, and obliged the wretched people to seek 
anotlier home. Before leaving the Confluence, Yarriba 
George, a stoker, was discharged, at his own request, 
as also Harvey and Finlay, two men who had served 
some years in one of tlio Wost Indian regiments — sub- 
sequently as interpreters in the Expedition — and were 
now desirous of visiting once more their native town, 
Rabbali. The latter person w'rote Arabic, and had 
excellent certificates of character with him. By him 
Lieutenant Webb forwarded, as a present to Hassaman 
Zai'ki, King of Kabbah, one silk velvet tobe, two scarlet 
caps, and eleven thousand cowries; together with a 
letter, in which he thanked IBs Majesty for not having 
interfered with the settlers at the model farm, and ex- 
pressed the hope, that should Her Britannic Majest^s 
government see fit at anji: future time to renew the 
attempt, the same amicable feelings, would *bit mani- 
fested: the disadvantages of the Slave Trade, were 
also represented. 
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By this opportunity, there wei*e likewise sent to 
Attiko, the King of Soccatoo, a handsome silk tobo, 
a spy-glass, and a package of biittons ; considering the 
occasion a good ope, to cultivate a friendly under- 
standing with these powerful chiefs. 

The three liberated Africans who were thus dis- 

t 

charged, had been for many years associated witli 
Englishmen, and had numerous opportunities of be- 
coming acquainted with the blessings of civilized life. 
As they were men of good character, particularly 
Finlay and Yarriba George, their reception and future 
influence in their several cities, will be a subject of 
interesting inquhy. 

At the time of abandoning the model farm, there 
were about twenty acres of land under cultivation, and 
in ^ood ovder, chiefly plaiv^ed with cotton, and a few 
yams. The first cropping with corn and cotton had 
entirely failed, as it is supposed from the seed having 
got damaged on the voyage from England. The crops 
then growing, were the produce of country seed, and 
were very promising. 

Twelve mud-huts had been erected, as well as the 
model farm-house, except the gable end; and the 
reason given by Nichols the carpenter for tliis being 
unfinished was, that he could not obtain wood or teach 
the fugitives about the settlement to saw it into planks. 
This of course was a mere su}>terfuge, as wood abouiMed 
on the H^positc shore, and also quite sufficient near the 
farm, which might easily have been cut into plank by 
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the operatives on the spot. The fact is, Lieutenant 
Webb found, that Mr. Moore, the director pro tempore, 
had neither authority*or influence over Nichols and his 
subordinates; that Mr. Ncizer, the clerk, had been 
more occupied in malversation, than in the business of 
the society for whose benefit he was employed, and 
had besides appropriated to Lis own purposes a .quan- 
tity of merchandise acejuired with thewnJeans entrusted 
to his care, and which he was obliged to restore. Only 
a fbw' of the settlers wished to remain, and these at 
increased wages. In short, the most complete dis- 
organization had taken place, and there was no prospect 
of matters amending or going on favourably, without 
some European of ability and firmness, to direct the 
affairs. 

Mr. licnsman, Acting-j^ssistant-Surgeonj proflfered 
his services to remain as director, of the settlement for 
six months, and in him no doubt would have been 
found the requisites for the proper management; but 
the time specified was too 'short — only six months — 
to hope for any permanent advantage ; and besides, the 
rapidly-increasing sickness of the crew, rendered it 
absolutely necessary, for that oflScar to continue his 
duties on board. 

On strict inquiry into the conduct of the settlers 
generally, it was ascertained that, except Thomas 
King, who had been ^left in command of the 
‘ Amelia’ schooner, they had been guilt/ •of con- 
tinued insubordination, and gross indulgence in the 
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worst vices of the natives Tliej were lazy 
and indolent, not one of them willing or dis- 
posed to manual labour, yet rdady enough to exer- 
cise authority over ^ the negroes they had hired, and 
Avhora they employed on the most trifling occasions, 
rather than exert tlicmselvcs. As a proof of their love 


* This is fully eorvoborated by the journal of Thomas King, which, 
though minute and diffuse, contains some interesting particulars. As 
tlicy tend to throw light on il^e manners of the natives of the inte- 
rior, and especially on the disorganized state of society jjroduced by 
the foreign slave-trade, to which it is a chief means of furnishing the 
victims, we give some brief abstracts from it : — 

“The ‘Albert’ was hardly out of sight, when Tiiomas King began 
to feel the difficulties of coni maud ; his crew coininenced a system of 
mutinous conduct, wliich continued throughout the wliole period of 
their stay at the Confluence, and was marked b^" every crime, sliort 
of murder, wdiicli was several times with difficulty prevented. On 
one occasion ^hey neavl \ provoked an attack on the settlement, hy 
their atrocious conduct at the vills^e of Pandaiki. Moore and King 
went through the form of trying them by jury, wbicli w^as curiously 
composed of magistrates, witnesses, and advocates. The criminals 
w'erc sentenced to pay a fine of 10,000 cowries, 10,000 to the injured 
chief and bis peqple, the remainder as a court-fee. Her Majesty’s 
stores furnishing the who,^ewiihal. 

“The natives on all occasions w'ere well disposed towards the settlers. 
The Attah in particular, proved he was sincere in his professions of 
friendship and protection. Shortly after the de]>artttre of the ‘ Albert,’ 
lie sent a present of a bullock, and his agents finding that some per- 
sons had committed theft, caused them to be seized and sent to the 
Attah, who punished them, by selling them, — for his own profit w^e 
presume. 

“They expressed some dissatisfaction at seeing the inhabitants of the 
mountain, 7 -^akanda people — move^about unmolested, saying, that 
if it were not for the settlei’s at the model farm, they would all be 
made slaves if they ventured down to the bank of the river. 
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of power and proncuess to abuse it, it may be men- 
tioned that a number of the surrounding natives had 
been hired to assist ftie people at the farm, in trans- 


Shimaboe, uncle of the Attah, chief of Gandeh on the Chadda, also 
shewed good feeling towards the settlers. He performed a praise- 
worthy act in reconciling two petty chiefs, who for some trifling 
<|uarrel or debt, had been in the habit of capturing and sellihg such 
of the relatives and followers of one another as fhey could entrap. 
King, told him that this deed would aflTord the wliite men great 
pleasure on their return. • 

March — The whole district was in alarm at the reported 

approach of the Filatah army. The inhabitants of all the villages 
instantly took refuge on the sandbanks, and this was the only occasion 
on whicli King was able to muster his crew on board the schooner. 
The invaders, however, withdrew in the evening. 

^‘The city of Egga has remained unmolested by them, since the 
visit of the * Albert,’ but the maraudei-s had divided their anny, one 
party intercepted all canoes going to the market below the Con^jjence, 
and the other had intended to attack Toto, the Kakandft people, and 
the settlers at the model farm ; hut the King of Rabbah w^as reported 
to liave sent to the general, named Markeny, to deter him, saying, 
that ‘ white men had come from a distant country to see him but had 
been obliged to turn back by re^on of illness, that they had left 
some of their party as*settlers, and it was not conjely nor reasonable 
to hurt strangers in that way.’ One of the fnethods practised by the 
Filatahs in the countries devoted to their aggression, appeal's to be 
that pai-ties of about ten horsemen and some foot soldiers, lie in wait 
in the ^ bush,’ near a village, and at daylight,^hen the unsuspecting 
natives go to their work in the fields, they ai*e seized and hurried off 
to their camp, where they are kept in chains till sent oil' to the 
markets, but the women are thus confined only during the night, a 
few cowries being given for their daily subsistence. 

^^King witnessed several cases of kidnapping and private slave catch- 
ing. A man applied to him foT redress against a wam^Uy who had 
recently captured two of his brothers, one of whom she had already 
sold- on an allegation of robbery he stud she had sold eleven of his 
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porting the stores from the hill to the vessels ; and 
two of the settlors were found to have furnished them- 
selves with whips, apparently ‘for the purpose of 


relations altogether; King recognized one hy name as being appren- 
ticed to a friend of his at Sierra Leone. He said the price of slaves 
varied from G,0(K) to 40,000 cowries ; in time of great distress, they 
were as low as 30,0, ^and children were even sold for 10 yams each. 

Some natives near Adda Kudda, attacked a canoe, belonging to 
Paiidaiki, on the way to the market ; they were beaten off, mainly by 
the courage of a woman, and some of the aggressoi*s captured. The 
exploit was celebrated at her village, by rejoicings during the night, 
and she came in procession to the farm singing her song of triumph. 

‘^Another act of piracy took place in tlic neigbourhood : a man had 
made himself responsible for a debt eonti-acted hy liis wife’s mother, 
but, before he could pay it, he was put to death by the Attah, to- 
gether with all Ills sons, except one. Tlie survivor, to avoid the 
persecution of the creditor, had recently settled on a s^indbank, where 
he liacl built /i temporarv hut. Ikiring his absence one day, a canoe 
came from liis native villsge and earned off his wife, cliild, and 
servant, in face of the whole population of Pandaiki ; who made no 
other attempt at a rescue than hy vociferations and threatening 
gesticulations. The poor man pursued them, but without success^ 
and he said unless he could redeem them tlic^'^ would be sold. The 
debt was 40,000 cowries,b.ahout fifty shillings. 

King and Moore decided very wisely, that it would be better not 
to have anything to do with slave-cases, as they had neither the 
power nor the nuthonity to enforce the treaty, and by interference 
they might draw on the settlement the ill-will of the natives. 
Among the people working at the iarm, were five young men, who 
wished to earn sufficient money to defray the expense of the funeral 
of their father, who had been dead ftve months. In the mean while 
the body was preserved by fumigations and irequent washings, and 
was ornamented with dyewoods. ^ 

King appears to have exerted himself very laudably in endea- 
vouring to get a full attendance at Divine Service, and at the school, 
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urging those under them to greater exertion. These 
instruments were immediately laid aside by Lieutenant 
Webb’s injunction, aifd altliough he had not seen them 
actually applied in punishing the^nativos, yet he had 
every reason to believe that they were in the habit of 

• 

but witliout effect. He was much shocked at the immoi*al conduct 
of the settlers aud natives, and luul the schooner^removed from abreast 
of the landing-place, where the women used to come of a morning to 
bathe indiscriminately wdth the men.^ He visited the different villages 
an^ wished to make an opening for the introduction of Christianity, 
by pointing out the folly of their fetiche worship, which in some 
cases the natives acknowledged. lie was particularly annoyed at a 
mistaken attempt to do honour to our festival of Christmas by the 
natives of tlie sun’ounding villages ; wdio at the invitation of Moore 
had come to the settlement with drums and shouting, &c., and 
fetiche men whom he called * devils.* He explained the meaning 
of the holiday, and how it ought to be kept. 

July ^ith. - King paid a visit ^ the mountain Pattf;h. He found 
It ^ as level ns the deck of a ship,* with .a ' great deal of cultivation. 
Many villages, hut with one exception, Ajjidido, they were filthily 
dirty. Aggajeh was inhabited by fugitives from Bassah ; having no 
land of their own, the chief sent his people to work for the settlers 
at the model farm, btit he complained that one ^ by one they were 
sold into slavery by the Pandaiki people, aiiA even by their employers 
as lie had been informed. But this we hope was untrue. King 
retorted the chaige by saying ‘ Yea, and even they themselves sold 
one another sometimes.* 

During his absence, the houses of the model farm with the • 
exception of the store and two others, were destmyed by fire ; wdiich 
gave occasion for him to lament ^ the rude manner that we who 
came from a civilized country and ai'e well acquainted with the 
damage the destructive element often causes, should build houses in 
worse condition than the native^T* 

King*s journal terminates here. 

Lieutenant Webb arrived eleven days subsequently, 18th July. 
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carrying these instruments, which even if never used, 
could not fail to inspire the natives with terror, and 
alienate their good feelings, to the great injury of the 
British character, ipasrauch as they were reputedly 
under the English flag. Of the whole number (thirty- 
two,) who had been left there in charge of tlie model 
farm and the ‘Amelia’ tender, nine were willing to 
remain, but only on condition of receiving increased 
wages, and having an European superintendent to 
protect them. All these cii*cumstances combinbd, 
obliged Lieutenant Webb to act on the discretionary 
poM’cr vested in him, and to abandon the settle- 
ment; a resolution which though, unavoidable, he 
could not help regretting, as he felt that they were 
retiring from a position of great advantage, whether 
regJfrded a,s an inlaiul pointtfrom which commerce and 
civilization might be expected to diffuse their blessings 
throughout the adjacent countries, or as a place of 
refuge for numerous fugitives seeking to avoid slavery ; 
M'herc they might become acquainted with the advan- 
tages of improved "agriculture, and possibly in time 
form a considerable and enlightened colony under 
British auspices. 

Such indeed had been ‘the fond expectations of its 
philanthropic originators, but without the directing aid 
and intelligence of a European it was vain to look for 
success. Had Mr. Oarr, Jhe superintendent, been 
spared to ‘reach a second time the field of his important 
labours, it is more than probable the model establish- 



ARRANGEMJiNTS. 


365 


ment would have progressed satisfactorily. Even under 
tlie vicious and disorderly management of the settlers, 
a feeling of conhdeifte in its protection had sprung up 
among the surrounding tribes, and no less than three 
hundred refugees had found an asylum there from the 
persecuting Filatahs; a gratifying proof of their faith 
in white men, which would have deepened and increased 
by proper guidance. 

It was a source of pleasure to Lieutenant Webb, that 
ho could leave these poor people in the care of Kuloma, 
a Baliah cliiof, and Sumana, the head man of Pandaiki, 
l)oth of whom had shown every anxiety to maintain 
amicable relations with the jiersons of the model farm, 
as well as with each other. And as a return for their 
many fiiendly offices, Sumana was allow-ed to take 
possession of the model farm buildings, while hisfioigh- 
bour, Kuloma, was presented , with the crops then 
growing. A horse was “dashed” to Ivudajah, another 
of the Baliah chiefs, and 22,000 cowries (in value 
about 2/. 5s. sterling) ahiong the natives of the 
adjacent villages who had been employed. This sum, 
though small in our estimation, was, in their circum- 
stances, looked on as a very fair revard. 

Of the immense traffic in slaves, which obtains in 
this part of the river some idea may be formed, when 
it is stated on the authority of King, who was in 
charge of the model fai*m, that he had seen as many 
as fifty canoes pass down in one day, with*their car- 
goes of human victims. 
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Having made the final arrangements respecting the 

property of the settlement, and taken the ‘Amelia’ 

schooner in tow, Lieutenant Webh moved the ‘ Wilbcr- 

force’ into the middip of the stream on the evening of 

the 22nd July, and early on the following morning 

commenced the passage downwards, arriving at Iddah 

during, the afternoon. He proceeded on shore immo- 

diately, hopmg*'to have an interview with the Atti'ih ; 

but as the native etiquette, which demands a certain 

« 

protracted ceremonial, w'as inconsistent with fiic 
weakened condition of the crew, ho w’as under the 
necessity of merely holding a short “ palaver” wdth tlic 
Attidi’s sister — Amada Bue — to w’hom ho communi- 
cated the changes that had been made at the settlement, 
and the disposition of the property. The good-natured 
priiffedss conveyed this information to the Attiih, and 
returned with an answer that he quite acceded to all 
that had been done, regretted that the white men 
were going away, and hoped the English would, ere 
long, resume possession of the model fai*m. Lieutenant 
Webb had received instructions to make a suitable 
present to the chief of the Eggarahs, in return for his 
kindly feeling towards the Expedition in the previous 
year ; and although he foUnd him infringing the treaty 
by allowing his subjects to deal in slaves, it was con- 
sidered better to leave a favourable impression, by send- 
ing him a tolerable present,, in case the mission might 
be again attempted, or the farm re-established. The 
following articles were acciordittgly selected: — Throe 
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velvet tobes, three scarlet caps, one piece of silk, one 
cloth dress, one piece of blue velvet, one piece of varie- 
gated velvet, three Itoxcs of razors, three papers of 
buttons, one snuff-box, one saddle and bridle, four 
pairs of pistols, one helmet, and thirtj-ffvc yards of 
cloth. 

Nor was the dignified cliief Mallam, Lobo, forgotten, 
a damask tobe and pair of silk trowserabfcing forwarded 
for his acceptance, 

With as little delay as possible they again weighed, 
and proceeded down the river, anchoring for the night, 
and on the 25th arrived at Ab6h, where they were 
obliged to stop, and communicate further with King 
Obi, and if possible with Boy, the King of Brass River, 
respecting the fate of Mr. Can*. Ali Here, the pilot, 
who was now discharged, was the bearer of an ilfi4ta- 
tion to King Obi to visit the i Wilberforce.' While 
waiting his answer, two messengers were sent on 
board from King Boy, who was encamped with his 
numerous followers on a sandbank near Aboh Creek, 

9 

to say that their king wished ‘to see the white 
captain, respecting the person who was said to have 
entered the Brass River, about sevQji or eight months 
back. 

It will be remembered that on' the fonner occasion, 
when questioned on this subject, he denied having any 
knowledge whatever, of the circumstances connected 
with Mr. Carr’s arrival inTiis dominions. 

A boat was immediately dispatched, with a request 
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that King Boy would come on board as he had pro- 
mised, but he returned an answer that he could not 
leave the camp without “ white nian” would fetch him. 
Although there was some appearance of treachery in 
this proviso, Mr. Hensman, Acting-Assistant-Surgeon, 
immediately volunteered to go for him, as it was con- 
sidered safer to hold the ' palaver on board. Boy, 
however, still refvsed to come off ; but he acknowledged 
that a white man — doubtless Mr. Carr — had entered 
his river about seven or eight moons since, though not 
under his protection, and tliat he (King Boy) had in 
his possession at Brass Town some of the white man’s 
clothes, together with two prisoners (Bassa men), 
from whom the clothes were taken about that period. 

Finding the king would not venture off. Lieutenant 

Webb proceeded on shore jp person, and endcavoiu*ed 

to prevail on him to accompany him on board, hoping, 

when once there, to oblige him give a more particular 

account of the unfortunate suj)erintendcnt. Boy still 

declined to leave the shore, but made the same statement 
« 

as he had previously done. In reply to the questions, 
why he had concealed tliis knowledge the white 
men on the late visit, as also from the King of Bonny 
River, he studiously avoided giving any^ direct answer; 
and while he declared that he'had no positive evidence 
of the murder of Mr. Carr, yet he said he believed him 
to have been killed by the Bassa people, and he was 
ready to fiirnish the pilots lor that locality, although 
averse to going himself. 
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Finding it impossible to obtain any satisfactory 
elucidation of the matter. Lieutenant Webb was anxious 
to have got Boy oif board, and unless he afforded 
great proofs of sincerity, to have t^en him on to Fer- 
nando Po ; but having only a weakened and unarmed 
boat’s crew, to oppose to Boy’s numerous followers, 
strongly encamped, and supported by large armed 
canoes, he returned on board, and gofc the vessel under 
weigh, with a view to interrupt a retreat into Aboh, 
and thus perhaps intimidate the Brass chief into a 
compliance, without having recourse to actual hos- 
tilities. Owing, however, to the confusion and delay, 
occasioned by the numerous canoes which surrounded 
the vessel. Boy was enabled to make his escape up 
Aboh Creek, across which the ‘ Wilberforco’ was laid, 
in ignorance of his having already past. 

In the meantime King Obi had come on board, but 
alarmed at the movement of the vessel, he quitted it 
in one of liis canoes, and proceeded to his town, des- 
pite of all entreaties to remain, and ^nrances that 
the white men were his friends. 

Disappointed at not being able to bring King Boy 
to account, the two messengers (Brass men) were 
secured, in the expectation of getting further informa- 
tion from them, in case their chief could not be induced 
to furnish it. The sickly state of the white crew, 
eight in number — three of whom were dangerously ill 
with fever, and two others complaining — rendered it 
absolutely imperative to remain as short a time as 
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370 


CRITICAL POSITION. 


possible in this most insalubrious portion of the 
rirer. 

A second message was sent t^) Obi, informing him 
that they were friends, and begging him to renew his 
visit, which his sable majesty promised to do, if the 
Captain would come for him in person. 

Lieutenant Webb, in compliance with the King’s 
reque.st, accoitliagly M'cnt ' on shore in the gallej', 
accompanied by Mr. ITcnsman, intending to disembark 
at the landing-place, Avhcrc there M ere many canoes. 
On the way thither, it was necessary to go near several 
war-canocs, which were secured close to the banks, on 
each side of tlic creek. After passing some of the 
fii’st, the attention of the persons in the galley was 
attracted to the movement among some of the armed 
catftfcs astern, ap])tircntly endeavouring to close tipon 
them, while their crews, by taking up fire-arms, no 
longer concealed their intention of cutting off the 
retreat of our countrymen. The galley was immediately 
turned and pulled up alongside thcmcarcst war-canoe, 
and Lieutenant Webb pointed his pistols, (the only 
arms in the boats,) at the leader, who instantly dropped 
his musket, supplicating by sundry gestures for mercy, 
and calling aloud, “ King Obi I King Obi !” The 
other canoes at once paddled away for the shore, but 
the right bank was simultaneously crowded with 
armed men, who, until that moment, had not shown 
themselves. Some of them directed their muskets 
at the galley, but the appearance of the pistols in 
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Lieutenant Webb's hands — acted like a talisman 
in deterring them from violence, and the boat was 
allowed to rejoin the T^essel without further molestation. 

The messenger sent by King, Obi had remained 
on board the ‘ Wilberforcc,’ but seeing the galley on 
her way back, he hastily quitted in one of the catiooEb 
then alongside, on which Lieutenant Webb called out 
to those on board to prevent his esc&pe; Mr. Webb, 
the clerk in charge, with his usual promptitude, sprung 
fori^ard with a musket, which he pointed at the 
fugitives, desiring them by gestures to return, but 
fearing the consequences, they all jumped overboard 
from the canoe, and swam for the bank, the high gi*ass 
of which, woidd have effectually concealed them from 
view. At this juncture, one of the Krumeu threw a 
boarding-pike at the messenger, who avoided ?lio 
stroke by diving, and continued • his course; but the 
galley just then coming up, ho was seized by the 
crew, and brought on board as a prisoner. There 
seemed to be every probability that this messenger 
had been sent to the vessel as a decoy, aware of the 
hostile intentions of his master, and perhaps ready to 
take advantage of any opportunity Vhen Lieutenant 
Webb was captured, to have called the people out 
of the canoes, on board, and thus have secured the 
vessel. He was therefore put into irons; and as a 
punishment for his part ofjthe treacherous scheme, as 
well as in the prospect of eliciting some in^rmation 
about Mr. Oarr, was to be carried on to Fernando Po. 

2 B 2 
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There was fortunately no firing on the part of our 
countrymen — ^who acted with most praiseworthy for- 
bearance on the occasion. The' only reprisal made, 
was to capture a panoe belonging to King Boy, by 
whose machinations, Obi had in all likelihood been 
induced, to make such an ungrateful return for the 
favours bestowed on him. 

After waiting a short time to allow the chief an 
opportunity of explaining this hostile conduct, the 
‘ Wilberforce’ got under weigh, and proceeded down 
the river. 

Tlie next morning. Obi’s messenger and the two 
Brass men, King Boy’s subjects, were severally inter- 
rogated respecting Mr. Carr’s captivity or murder. 
Their statements merely went to prove what had been 
already avowed, tiuit King Boy had taken two Bassa 
men prisoners, who ‘ had iit their canoe, when ex- 
amined, some white men’s clothes, and that the persons 
thus suspected, as w'cll as the articles found in their 
possession, were at Brass Town, Bby’s head-quarters. 
That the two Bassa men said, the “ white man” had 
been tied to a tree and shot, at Bassa Town — a small 
place situated in* a narrow creek of the lower Benin 
branch, about forty miles from the mouth of the 
river — and his servant, a liberated African, sent into 
the country as a slave, but more probably murdered 
to prevent his giving evidence against them, at any 
future time. 

The w'hite man’s effects were described as com- 
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prising “plenty of clothes, plenty of books,” thus 
affording a strong presumption, that they were the 
property of Mr. Oarr. It could not be learned in 
what direction the Bassa men w§re going when cap- 
tured by King Boy, nor could they explain away the 
ycry suspicious circumstance, that if the Bassa people 
had murdered the unfortunate gentleman, how* came 
the canoe with his clothes into Brass* Creek, nearly 
sixty miles apart from where the transaction was said 
to have taken place. It seemed probable, that these 
witnesses had been prepared by their chief, with the 
necessary evidence. 

One thing was quite evident, their eager anxiety to 
exculpate their own tribe, and to fix the stigma on 
the Bassa people ; this induced Lieutenant Webb to 
go down the first Benin branch, under the pilotage of 
the prisoners, intending to make the fullest inquiry 
into the subject at Bassa Town. However, after pass- 
ing five or six miles down the river to the entrance of 
the creek, the vessel grounded on a bank ; the channel 
was sounded, and found to be very narrow, but har- 
ing inside of the shoal as much as five fathoms water. 
The breadth of the creek was not more than one hun- 
dred and fifty yards. A kedge anchor was laid out, 
and the vessel hove off wuth some difficulty. While 
thus employed, three very large canoes were observed 
coming down the creek ; g^d as their manoeuvres were 
suspicious, and the position of the ship rather critical, 
it was thought better to warn them off, by fir ing some 
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of the brass swivels over their heads, which had the 
effect of dispersing them without coming to a collision. 
They jumped overboard, and fled to the bush, which 
seems to be the mo^t approved native method, of get- 
ting out off difficulties. The boatswain had now be- 
come quite unfit for duty, the third engineer scarcely 
able to move about, and the medical officer also laid 
up with fever. So that of the small crew of whites, 
only Lieutenant Webb and the clcrk-in-charge, were 
now’ out of the sick list. It was therefore thought Im- 
possible to prosecute the inquiry further, without risk- 
ing the ship, and the lives of all on board ; and late 
in the evening, they rejoined the ‘ Amelia,’ wdiich had 
been left higher up, took her in tow, and anchored for 
the night in the middle of the stream ; in rounding 
the*^ schooner, she ran foul of the right bank, and 
carried away her bowsprit. 

On the I7tli at daylight they were again under 
weigh, using every exertion to get dowm the river 
while there was a person left, capable of directing the 
steerage. A little below the Benin branch, several 
volleys of musketry were discharged by the inhabit- 
ants of a small tillage on the right bank; but the 
distance at which it was" observed, together with the 
circumstance of their having allowed the vessel to pass 
unmolested, rendered the intention of doing so doubt- 
ful; as a precautionaiy m«.asnre, the Krumen were 
kept under arms. At 10 a.m. they arrived at the 
mouth of the river, and having victualled the schooner 
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for nine days, prepared for crossing the bar at low 
water. This step now became absolutely necessary, 
in consequence of the increasing sickness of the third 
engineer, who W'as so debilitated ^.s to be scarce able 
to stand ; and the others were confined to their beds 
in a high state of fever.^ The bar was crossed at 
noon, which, though tijne of low water, they 'found 
not loss than two fathoms, and not nfticli swell. 

During the twenty-six dq,ys the ‘ Wilberforce’ had 
been in the river, LieutonantWebb ascertained, by careful 
observation, it had risen two feet. From the expe- 
rience of that officer, and the general state of the 
atmosphere, (deduced from metooi'ological tables kept,) 
he is inclined to the opinion, that May, June, and 
July, are the best months for prosecuting any service 
there, with vessels of light draft of wate^. 'Lte air 
was infinitely cooler in the day-time, and with less 
dew at night, than had been foimd in the previous 
visit during August and September. Another advan- 
tage is, the diminished force of the purrent at that 
season, scarcely ever exceeding two knots, except in 
the neighbourhood of the rocks and narrow's, where it 
was somewhat more rapid, but newr more than three 
and a half knots. 

On the passage to Fernando Po, the ‘Amelia’ 
schooner sprung a leak ; and a large galley, which it 
had been necessary to togf astern, was totally lost, — the 
state of the weather being such as to prevenf any delay 
in attempting to save her. On the 29th July, the 
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‘ Wilberforce' and ‘ Amelia’ anchored once more in 
Clarence Cove, having been absent exactly one month. 
The latter, which had become quite unfit for H.M. 
service, was sold at Fernando Po ; and as there was no 
further object in detaining as prisoners, the two natives 
of Brass River and Obi’s messenger, they were libe- 
rated, 'and a passage to their own country arranged for 
them. The neefcssary repairs were made, as far as it 
was possible to be done; and after searching unsuc- 
cessfully for the Senior Officer, Lieutenant Webb con- 
sidered it more prudent to bring the vessel to England ; 
the ‘Wilberforce’ arrived at Plymouth on tlie 17th 
November, 1842. This course, indeed, was rendered 
imperative, as the engineers had only been enabled to 
secure the iron rivet-heads outside, very superficially 
and^ imperfectly, and delays would only have added to 
the danger by the corrosion, wdiich must have taken 
place, immersed in water as the injured parts were ; 
besides, there was no part of the station where the 
damages could .have been properly rectified. 

AH the Europeans employed on that occasion, suf- 
fered more or less severely from fever, and two of the 
number (eight) fell victims to it, — Mr. J. H. Webb, 
clerk-iu-charge, a most amiable and enterprizing young 
officer, and Mr. Waddington, boatswain, a noble speci- 
men of a British seaman, — active, daring, and good- 
natured. Both of these unfortunate persons had, 
throughout' the difficulties of the expedition, conducted 
themselves in a manner it would be impossible to 
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extol too highly ; and their loss was a source of deep 
regret to all who had served with them. 

We have only to add, that the conduct of Lieu- 
tenant (now Commander) Webb,, whose proceedings 
had been marked by so much energy, courage, and 
zeal, was approved of by both the Admiralty and 
Foreign Office, and will probably not be overlooked 
in future service. 

The fate of Mr. Carr, the, unfortunate superinten- 
dent of tlie model farm, has never yet been confirmed 
by further particulars ; the general impression is, that 
ho was murdered by some of King Boy’s people, and 
that the chief himself was cognizant of the circum- 
stances, if not actually an approver of tlia deed. The 
African Association, in whose seiwico he was em- 
ployed, thinking there might yet bo a pyosp^lT of 
his being alive and in captivity, generously ofiered a 
reward of two thousand dollara for his recovery ; but 
hitherto nothing has been elicited to confirm their 
hopes. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Coniinunication of the K^yptiJns with the interior of Africa— 
quest of many tribes in the interior — Salmco, an Ktliiopian ])rince, 
reigns over Egypt — Iininignition of Copts into Ethiopia — Sunitr 
of their customs adoptc'i hy the Ahyssiuians — Analogies l>etw' en 
many of the observances of Abyssinia ainl West African tribes— 
Religious rituals of the West Africans probably Inurowed from 
the f.lgyptians t^nlers of juiesithootl — Mysterious ccieuiouji s 
ciaiefl with the [Miestly office— Secret religious societies ‘f Africa 
-y.(i/iiTiiigs to tbc deities — Sacred animals — Customs connected 
with mouftiing for the dead — Yam festival, its apj»areiiit lexion 
with some Cojdic cereiUony — Various observances '••ajiuion to 
Egyptians, ^ lill met with among the West African tribes — Identity 
of design in many of tlieir manufactures— A ggri beads iuund 
among several African tribes— » Inferences Jo be deduced from all 
these circumstances. 

< 

Numerous and jrreat indeed, have been the changes 
of weal or avoc that have taken place throughout the 
widely-extended family of mankind, since the distant 
period when Noah's youngest son retired with that 
dreadful curse, “ A servant of servants shalt thou be 
but the proscribed race stilH)ear8 with it, and is to bear 
yet longer, the utmost fulfilment of that malediction. 
Sunk and degraded in the scale of humanity, the 



INTERESTING IJNQUIEY. 


379 


civilized world has looked on them but as indeed 
enduring slaves, nor stopped t§ inquire whether the 
dark skin might not contain beneath it human feel- 
ings, high impulses, and germs for.improvement. The 
liistor} of the negroes in the middle ages, even, is en-. 
volopcd in a darkness, illustrative of the sad fate which 
for thousands of years has been gloomily suspended 
over them, and, except of Cush or BtBiopia, so often 
referred to in Holy Writ, and which perhaps did not 
iudude the southern and more central parts of that 
vast continent, we have few records. Now, however, 
that our own enlightened country, is striving to repay 
in some degree, the debt so long due to the Africans, 
everything which can throw bght on their condition, 
social relations, institutions, and connexion with other 
nations, anciently or in lyodem times, is examined 
M'lth deep interest. AV^c have, therefore, ventured to 
put together a number of particulars, which, though 
imperfect, will, we trust, induce others who visit Africa 
to look more dcejfly into the subject, and to trace still 
further the analogies which exist between the institu- 
tions of the Western Africans and those of the 
Abyssinians and Copts. That such analogies are 
nunmrous cannot be questioned, though they are ob- 
scure; but if we remember how long an interval has 
elapsed, since these nations exerted an influence over the 
internal parts of their coutinent, and the proneness of 
a persecuted race to stand still, as it wfere, while 
others more favourably situated were progressing, we 
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may regard the coincidences as fair indications of the 
source from whence tllcy were derived. 

Of the communications kept up by the Egyptians 
in the earliest ag^^s with portions of the interior 
of Africa, there are too many records to leave any 
doubt; and it would seem that what was at first 
the field of commercial enterprizc eventually became 
the scene of wtong and oppression. Many black 
nations were conquered^ by the early monarchs of 
the eighteenth and nineteenth dynasties, as 'the 
Toreses, the Tareas, and another whose name is 
lost''^ as w'ell as the Oush or Ethiopians. These last 

* Sir Gardner Wilkinson has here put a note, referring to a figure. 
No. 12, represented at page 305 of the first volume of liis 1st series, 
as hpia^ the one illustrative of the tribe ‘‘whose name is Jost.” On 
looking at this, we were struck *at once by the peculiar outline of 
physiognomy : the thick lips, the manner of arranging the hide 
waist-ivrapper, the armlets, the appearance of beads round the 
neck; leaving but slight doubt of its having been a tribe of South- 
western or Central Africa. In cevrroboration of this opinion, we find, 
at page 404, vol. i*, black slaves, with their women and children, 
taken from a rc})resentation at Thebes. The features, hair, and mode 
of putting on the wabt-covering of the male, exactly corresponds 
witli the one referred to at page 386, vol. i., while the loose waist- 
cloth of the female is Aarrow-striped, and worn precisely as obtains 
to the present time among nearly all the nations of Western Africa. 
The elongate, pendulous breas^ of the mothers are truthfully shown, 
as also the beads round the necks of the women and children, and 
the waists of the latter, in whom the hair is shaven or dipt, so as to 
leave little bunchen or patches, a custom observed to this day among 
all the tribeii^ on the banks of the Niger, and many of the coast inha- 
bitants. The smaller children are shown to be carried by the 
mother in a sort of basket, which rests “a posteriori,’^ a modification 
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were loDg at war with the Egyptians, and part of their 
country, which was reduced at a very remote period 
by the arms of the Pharaohs, was obliged to pay an 
annual tribute to the conquerors* and we find among 
the representations, of those engaged in bringing the 
acknowledgment of their subjection, during the reign 
of Thothmes III. in the eighteenth dynasty, long rows 
of negroes, figured in waistcloths o£ ftarrow striped 
manufacture, and some with armlets and beads round 

t 

tlicir nocks, who bear elephants’ teeth, woodsf, pottery, 
and animals ; some of which latter depicted in the Tcm- 
j)lc of Kalabsha, convinced Burckhardt that the Copts 
had extended their warfare “ into a country inhabited 

of wliicli is yet found among the Bluebarras and Krus, the Jeanki of the 
Fantis, and the very general way of securing the infants to tfl8 lRu;k, 
or resting on the hip. There is also, at page 3B5 of the same volume, 
a figure (No. 0) of a black from the interior of Africa, who wears a 
loose dress very much resein])ling the tobe, still so commonly used in 
tlie upper part of the Niger and in Central Africa, lie has also the 
massive ivory or metaW)racelcts. iff this and the preceding figures 
are compared with Nos. 13, A, B, C, D, depycted a9 the true Cush or 
Ethiopian, we cannot avoid coming to the conclusion, that the con- 
quered nation ** whose name is lost” was one from Central or South- 
western Africa. 

* Wilkinson's Manners and Customs of the Egyptians^ 1st Series^ 
vol. i., p. 387. 

t Hefcmng to various articles in use by the Egyptians, Sir 
Gardner Wilkinson says, ‘*The first (ebony) came from the interior 
of Africa, and formed with ivory, gold, ostrich feathers, dried fruits 
and skins, the object of the ann^l tribute brouglft to Egypt by the 
conquered tribes of Ethiopia and the Soodan.”— 2nd Series, vol. i., 
page 82. 
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bj lions, cameleopards, apes, and elephants, none of 
which are found in Nubia or Dongola,” and “that the 
battles must have been fought to the south of the 
civilized country of Ancient Merde*.’” 

Tins intercourse, though for the most part aggressive, 
must have enabled the black races to become ac- 
quainted, at least partially, with the arts and usages of 
their civilized 'oppressons ; and since slaves were also 

included in the list of exactions, some of whom, with 

« 

a natm-al attachment to home, would endeavour^ to 
escape, and return to their native districts, might thus 
bear with them recollections, of what had obtained 
among their Coptic masters. 

Perhaps the first direct impulse towards a change in 
the negro institutions was exerted by Sabaco, an 
Ethidj)ian prince, who conquered the Egyptians, and who, 
according to Herodotus, reigned over them fifty years ; 
when, having been advised in a dream to i)ut the 
priests to death — a deed repugnant to his nature — he 
prefeiTcd retiring from thc^govcrnmciit, having held it 
for that period, as' predicted by his oracle; and re- 
turned to his native country, where it is probable 
he introduced many Egyptian arts and customs f. The 
most important event, however, for that end, occurred 
in the time of Psamatichus, who ruled over Egypt 
aboiit 600 years B.c. This king having given much 


' Burckhardt's Travels in NtAia, p. 119. 
Vide WilkimuD, let Series, vol. i. p. 133. 
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offence to his Egyptian troops, by “ keeping them in 
the distant frontier towns of Marea, Daphne of Pelu- 
sium, and Elephantine^’ they became disaffected, and 
to the number of 240,000 retired into Upper Ethiopia. 
“They entered the service of the monarch of that 
country, and in return received a considerable extent 
of territory upon the confine's, from which the Ethippian 
prince ordered them to expel a tribe of people at that 
time in rebellion against Mm ; and this migration of 
the JGgyptian* troops introducing the arts and manners 
of a refined nation, had a very sensible effect in 
civilizing the Ethiopians f.” 

It is impossible such an influx of intelligent colonists 
— not forgetting other frequent communications with 
Egypt — could fail to cause great alterations, and the 
introduction of many religious and civil institftti^ns 
among the negroes ; and this oi\ce commenced, would 
like the circle in disturbed water, gradually diffuse 
itself among remote tribes, and though leaving but 
slight impression aai the mote distant, still enough, to 
show it had reached them. The Negroland of Abys- 


* Vide Wilkinson, as deduced from Herodcitis, 1st Series, vol. i., 
p. 153. 

t That these were already acknowledged as an altered nation we 
iind the prophet Jeremiah, chap, xxv., v. 24, about tlie date of that 
occun-ence, alluding to kings "of the mingled people that dwell in 
the desert,” and Ezekiel, at a rather later perio^ about 570 years 
Bc. in his denunciations agailftt Egypt, Ethiopia, ^nd Libya, 
(chap. XXX., V. 4 and 5) speaks of them as *^all the mingled 
people.” 
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sinia, until the engrafting of Judaism and subsequently 
Christianity, presented numerous proofs of this con- 
nexion with the Egyptians, from wdiom they had borrowed 
many of their customs and laws, some of which even 
remain, though modified, to the present time ; but the 
long interval, with its several mutations, leaves us in 
obscujity as to the actual citent to which that influence 
was exerted. ’ The manner in which both Herodotus 
and Diodorus Siculus refer to Ethiopians, civilized and 
barbarous, show that the habits and manners of some 
were changed, and wo must incline to the opinion of 
the learned Bowdich, that the transition of some of 
the former to the southward, is proved, in the numerous 
coincidences still existing between the ancient Abys- 
sinian customs and observances and tliose of the 
Asiiftntis and some other Africans. Nor is it improba- 
ble that the expeditipns of Ptolemy Evergetes, Corne- 
lius Balbus, and Septimius Flaccus, had also their share 
in obliging the negroes to move south and west. Be 
that as it may, the tide hf emigration has been gra- 
dually setting in these directions, and the traditionary 
statements of many of the West African tribes, lead 
to the presumption, that scarcely any of them had 
their origin in the localities they now inhabit, but much 
further to the north and east*. 

* Vide an Esaay on the Superstitions, Customs, and Arts, common 
to the Ancient Egyptians, Abyssiniens, and Ashantees^ by T. E: Bow- 
dich. Esq., 1821. Page 11 to 18. 

This valuable, but unfortunately very scarce publication, we were 
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We are not therefore surprised, on comparing the 
littoral inhabitants of Western Africa, to find the 
proofs of their former connexion but faintly discern- 


unable to consult, until we had put together materials from other 
sources, yet we have thought it due to that distinguished and learned 
traveller, to substitute the following large extract, which explains so 
clearly the causes of the niigration^to the south and west. 

“ The Ashantees and their neighbours, must liave again been 
disturbed from time to time, by the several emigrations of the nations 
of the Mediterranean, whom Buaclie,* in his researches for the con- 
struefion of a map of Africa for l^tolcmy, has at once discovered by 
the identity of the names, in the neighbourhood of the Mediterranean, 
and south of the Niger. The Mimaces, for instance, are laid down by 
Ptolemy, a little south of Tripoli; and again, a little west of the 
modern Yarriba. The Nabatharaj close behind Algiers, and also 
where Dahomey now exists. The Dolopes in the present dominion 
of 'fripoli, and again where we expect to find the Negro Kingdom 
of Kulba. Tlie Bleinniyi in three places: on the Arabian (^uH^ngar 
Rees Ageeg ; on the eastern frontier^of Abyssinia ; and south of the 
Kf^uator, a little above the track of the traders from Loango to Nime- 
amay. The Astacures are found, in Ptolemy, on the confines of 
Tripoli, and again south of the Niger, near where our informants 
described the modern kingdom of A^ggara to be, so that some trace 
of the name seems to be^reserved. 

^‘TJie Daradi, another of Ptolemy’s emigrant liations, (although they 
do not appear to have advanced beyond the modem Bergoo in his 
time,) probably afterwards proceeded furtlier westward, and founded 
the existing kingdoms of Daura, the neighbour of Cassina. The 
Gallas are still found south of Abyssiftia, and also in the interior of 
the Grain Coast of Guinea. Cornelius Balbus subdued Gallas on the 
northern bank of tlie Niger. Browne learned that the people of 
Dageon, the neighbours of Darfour, came originally from the vicinity 
of Tunis. • 

Many more instances might if? given of the same names being 
found at remote distances noilh and south of the Niger, whilst other 
nations, as the Samainicii, originally from the coast of the Mediter- 
VOL. II. 2 C 



886 


MILITARY EXPEDITIONS. 


ible, and cspeciallj in the arrangement of their govern 
raents. 


ranean, near Lebeda, do not appear to liave reached the Nigger in 
Ptolemy’s time, but to have rested in their progress on the northern 
frontier of the Negro Kingdom of Ashen. It appears that the 
Arabs, whom Pliny and more anvient writers affirmed to liavc settled 
from Syene as far up as Meroe, have since that time penetrated south- 
westward into fnet interior of Elhio})ia ; for in the accounts and 
MSS. cliai-ts which I have received from tlie natives, Wadey w’as 
always distinguished as the ftrst Arab dominion, and its inhabitants 
were said to use a different diet, and their ambition only^'to be 
repressed by the gi’eat power of the Kmperor of Bornou. This j>ro- 
gress of the Arabs inland must have contributed to the dislocation of 
the Ethiopic or Negro Nations. 

‘‘The expedition of Con ud ins Bulb us (the last Roman general who 
enjoyed the honour of a triumph,) who reached the Niger, and 
marched for some time on its northern hank, (ap])areutly where the 

moeV^’n Negro kingdoms of Noofee, Yaoora, and Fillani, are now 

c 

situated,) cuiust doubtless have* disturbed many of the colonies and 
aborigines, and induced rinovements to the south of the Niger. The 
])revious expedition of Seutonius Paiilinus, (who seems to have passed 
near where Park undei’siood the source of the Niger to be, into the 
country of the Pororsi, placed ^by Ptolemy between the Gambia and 
the coast,) must also have contributed to thS'secondary movements of 
the Ethiopians. * 

“Septimius Flaccus, according to Marin ns of 'J'yre, made a three 
months’ expedition into the interior of Afiica, pmceeding from the 
country of the Gacarnantes into Ethiopia, and traversing Libya. 
Julius Maternus, according tw the same author, was employed four 
months in a similar cnterprisei having departed from Leptis Magiin, 
or the modern Lebeda, to join the Garamantes at Garama, in order to 
invade Agysimba, the country of the rhinoceroses. Ptolemy objects 
to the unreasonq.ble length of time allotted to these marches, witliout 
rcffecting, that they were neithef**likely to be direct, long, or rapid. 
As no great lake, or considerable river, is mentioned as existing in 
Agysimba, it has been concluded that they neither reached the Niger 
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The learned essay* to which we must refer our 
readers, clearly traces the resemblance, in several points, 
between the Abyssinians and Ashantis, not only in 
many of the observances but also in Jibe title of royalty. 
Thus according to Mr. Salt, the prefix of the Ethio- 
pian or shepherd kings was Za or Zo, which at a later 
pci’iod w'as written Zai or Sa’i, from which Bowdich 
very properly inferred, the Ashanti designation of Ozzai 
or Ossai — sometimes used simply Za’i or Sai — to have 
been'taken, and we believe the Ezzeh or Issa, (royal 


¥ 

ov the neighbourhood of Timbuctoo, or Iloiissa. This may admit of 
argument, but that such extensive expeditions must have compelled 
or induced many nations and tribes, not very remote from the Niger 
to emigrate further southwards for safety, cannot be doubted. 

“Frobus undertook an expedition against the Blemmyi,^ near the 
frontiers of Tliehes, vanquished them, and sent several prisoiJRrs^o 
Rome. Diocletian transported consicTcrable numbers of tlTe Blemmyi 
and Nobatae, to an island in the Nile near Klepluuitine, accorded them 
temples and allowed them to choose their own priests. Before the 
reign of Diocletian, the^Romaii frontier extended to within twenty- 
three journies of Axum^ Thus then it would appear, that tribes or 
nations of the more civilized Rtliiopians were ejected hy the great 
Egyptian emigration ; pressed still farther by the conquerors, whose 
invasions were recorded at Axuin and Adulis ; again dispossessed by 
the enterprising Carthaginian colonies spread from Cyrene to the 
A tlantic ; hy the Numidians, Gietulians, and Garamantes, driven 
southwards hy the Romans ; and ultimately arrived at their present 
situation, through a series of intenial wars and emigrations, positively 
recorded in their own historical traditions, hut otherwise unknown to 
us. Many of the superstitions and customs which these people had 
previously adopted from the Egy^^ns, are still existing, and many 
must have been lost or coiTupted in their change of abode* and their 
consequent connexion with the less civilized Ethiopians.’* 

* Bowdich*s Essay. 


2 C 2 
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title of Ibu and Nufi kings) as also Attah of the 
Eggarahs to have been so derived. This appears the 
more probable, when we discover existing among these 
somewhat rude triljes, certain oflBces attached to royalty 
even in the African clay palace;, thus we have called 
attention, at Cape Coast, to the retinue of the Akim 
caboceers, and also those of the chiefs of Aboh, and 
Iddah, where Ve find, head musicians, fan-bearers* * * § , 
cane-bearers, persons holding situations similar to the 
aTTofivioi of Hesychius, who drove away the fli(?& by 
means of chowries, and above all the office of king’s f 
mouth, or royal interpreter, — Kal-hatze of Abyssinia, — 
it being contrary to etiquette, for those sovereigns to 
communicate directly with any one. We find too, the 
same, respect for royalty at Iddah as obtained among 
tlie Abyssinians, namely, that the king was neither 
allowed to eat or drink in the presence of any person. 
At Iddah it was carried so far, as even to suppress the 
display of the commonest emotions of our nature J, 

The practice for one or more jf^idgcs to attend the 
king in time of war in Abyssinia, is still observed by 
the Ashantis and Eggarahs ; indeed among the latter, 
the chief and second judges are the generals of the 
army It is however in the religious ritnal^ that we 
properly look for the greatest number of coincidences, 

* yide vol. i., page 146. 

t Vide vol. i., page^216, 289. 

t Vide vol. i., pages 289, 29.3, and 296. 

§ Vide vol. i., page 326. 
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inasmuch, as it is natural to man to retain longer un- 
altered, those customs and ceremonials which connect 
his thoughts with the GVeat Spirit, whom even the most 
benighted Pagan cannot hut acknowledge ; and here we 
are inclined to believe, that the mystical allegories of the 
ancient Egyptians, have been the foundation of those 
fcticlie absurdities, which are so blindly followed by tke 
Negro races to this day. Among that •sJhgular people, 
the sacerdotal appointments were not only the most 
honcmrablc, but the most influential, and even their 
kings had probably only a nominal superiority over 
those, who pretended alone to be the intermediators 
between men and the deities. “The sacred oflSce 
of the priests, by giving them the exclusive right to 
regulate all spiritual matters, as well as to announce 
the will, threaten the wra^h, and superintenST the 
worship of the gods, was calculated to ensure them 
universal respect*,” — and they seem to have taken great 
care that any sublimer knowledge or belief in the 
attributes of Onftiipotence the}’ themselves enter- 
tained, should be concealed from fulgar speculation, 
under the fabulous guise of a plurality of gods. We 
can readily conceive that a religion, which thus offered 
as it were tangible evidence of a communication with 
superior Being, would soon find votaries among those 
black races, who had an opportunity of observing 
the veneration of the Egy;^tians ; and that the dark 


* Vide Wilkmson’KS Itst Series, Vtd. i., p. 257. 
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and imperfect views of theology which might thus be 
received, would only tend to dcvclope the forms of 
polytheistic paganism, which we' observe now to obtain 
among so many African races. If their oppressors 
thus openly worshipped deified animals, can wo w’onder 
at finding the barbarous negro following such 
example ? How far then at the present day, do we 
notice the operation of that same religion, at places 
the most remote from, the centre of its first propa- 
gation \ 

Take the whole Jnta race, the Krus, tlie Edeeyahs, 
and the large family of Ibus, with tlieir offshoots, the 
people of Bonny, Calabar, and Oamcroons, and among 
all we find a graduated priesthood*, secondary 
only in., name to the kings or chiefs, by whom they 

4 ^ ^ 

art; entiaistcd with almost every office of im2)ortance 
or wealth ; who, in common with their subjects, look 
to these juju men to avert the WTath of the deities 
or propitiate their favour; — who place the most 
iinj)licit confidence in their i)owefs of good or evil, 
and who imagine they can communicate directly with 
the great Spirit. 

Among the Egyptian hierarchy not only were 
there certain secret ritudls at each stage of advance- 
ment in the sacred office, but there existed a separate 
order of observances — ^the mysteries— of which Sir 

* “ Next to the king, the priesti^helcl the first rank, and from tliein 
iliein were chosen his confidential and responsible advisers.” — Wil- 
kinson’s 1st Series, vol, i., p. 257. 
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G. Wilkinson says : “ From all we can learn on the 
subject, it appears that the mysteries consisted of 
two degrees, denominsfted the greater and the lesser 
(like the Eleusinian, which were borrowed from Egypt), 
and in order to become qualified for admission into 
the higher class, it was necessary to have passed 
through those of the inferior degree, and each of, them 
was probably divided into ten grades.”* *“ The honour 
of ascending from the less to the greater mysteries, 
was'^s highly esteemed as it was diflicult to obtain*,” 
Even princes were not privileged to initiation into 
the highest order until their accession to the throne, 
when, in virtue of their kingly office, and as president 
of the religion, they then became entitled. 



nearly allthe West Africans, pertain mysterious societies 
connected with the piiests or juju men, who are alone 
said to conduct the ceremonials : they are divided into 
classes, and the kings and fetiche-men are at the head 
of them. Thus tl5c “Almouseri” of the Footatoros, the 
“Purrah” of the Tiuimanis and BuUoms, the Samo of 
theSoosooSjthe Mumbo- Jumbo of many tribes, the secret 
religious orders of the Akus, and the free Egbo of the 
Old Calabar and Cameroons.* 

It is unfortunate, that exce 2 )t the last, so little is 
known of the organization of any of these societies. 
All of them are, however, reputedly, in connexion 


Vide Wilkinson^s let Series, voL i., p. 267, 
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with the priesthood, and are said to hare arisen out of 
mysteries obsen^ed by them. The rites of initiation are 
performed at night in a retired part of the woods, and 
death is the punishment for those, whose temerity or 
curiosity might tempt them to overlook the sacred 
proceedings*. 

Mr.„W. F, Daniel, who fiad various opportunities of 
becoming acquainted with some particulars respecting 
the free Egbos of Calabar and Camcroons, says the 
Egbo is sub-divided into several gi’ades, of which there 
arc eighteen or twenty ; of these the highest and most 
aristocratic has been termed Grand Egbo. All orders 
of Egbo have their own appropriate day of ceremonious 
observance ; but it is only on days set apart for the 
performance of the mysterious rites of Grand Egbo 
that Srery house within the town is closed, none of the 
inhabitants being pennitted to leave them, under the 
penalty of death, or severe corporeal punishment, &c. 
The king is at the head of the highest class of 
Egbos, &c.t 

We cannot hear bf the existence of societies so sin- 
gularly and systematically arranged, among tribes so 
rude and barbarou#, without feeling convinced, that they 


* The feast of Minerva, at Sai's, took place at night, each person 
bearing a light ; it was intended to i-epresent the allegorical history 
of Osiris, which thj Egyptians considered the most solemn mystery oi 
their religiop. 

Proceedings of the Kthiiolugical Society of London, 1840; also 
vide vol. ii., p. 241 of this narrative. 
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were borrowed from those of the more distant inhabit- 
ants of Egypt, the features, as far as can be gathered, 
being so identical in both. 

According to Porphyry, “ the Egj^ptians either con- 
sidered animals the real deities, or represented them 
(their gods) with the heads of oxen, birds, and other 
creatures, in order that the people might abst^i^n from 
eating them and each town or dietfict had its own 
especial one, who was supposed to preside over its 
interests. Now what are the intermediatory agents of 
tlio West Africans to this time? Arc they not animals 
held in various degrees of vendfation and respect, or 
their rudely-carved representatives ? Thus, — the sacred 
crocodile of a portion of the Intas, the snakes of 
Dahomey and of Brass River, the shark of New 
Calabar, the iguana of Bonny, &c. ; and there is^aicely 
a tribe of AVestern Africa that.has not one or more 
of these figuring at the head of their religious observ- 
ances; and so far from destroying or using them as 
food, it is one elf the most serious crimes to injure 
them. 

In tracing the coincidence still further, it appears 
not a little singular, that the Coptic priests should 
have made use of exactly the same animals, in their 
oblations to the deities, as still obtain among most of 
the negro races of West Africa, viz., goats, sheep, ga- 
zelles, and white fowls, which were the sacrificial animals ; 
and the blood and hcads^f these were considered the 
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most appropriate offerings to their deities*, and the 
priests alone were permitted to immolate them. The 
objects of animal worship were mtultifarious, and each 
held in respect according to its supposed importance ; 
and not only did the Egyptians reverence them as 
symbols of their gods, but they also believed in evil 
genii, w,ho presided over sublunary matters and tlic 
elements, — these, • according to lamblicus (Do Mys- 
teriis,) were the demons or Sai/ioyes, from which 
arrangement, we suspect, must have been deduced tlic 
division of good and evil spirits, confided in so im- 
plicitly by all the Welt Africans. 

Of the various deities among the Ethiopians t, 
Neph was an especial object of adoration, lie was 
represented by a ram’s hcadj, his emblem; and this 
was* worn as a common ^charm or amulet by the 
devout of all classes it is therefore a strange ana- 
logy, that not only in the worslup of the Great 
Spirit, but even among the j?enafe.‘i of the West Africans, 
particularly the Krus, Ibus, Edccyah's, and Bimbians, 


* Vide vol. i., pages 1 1 7, 24!>. Vol. ii., pages l‘JU. 

According to the testimony of Herodotus and Plutarch, the reli- 
gious festivals and observances of the Egyptians, were principally 
held about the time of new, and full moon ; the periods still observed 
by the tribes of Western Africa. (Vide vol. ii. p. 224.) 
t Vide Wilkinson, 2nd series, vol. i., p. 241 . 
t In the Egyptian saloon of the British Museum, there is a statue 
of Pioeri, pripce of Ethiopia, in the\eign of Rameses II., kneeling, 
and holding an altar, on which is a ram’s head. It is from Belzoni’s 
collection. 
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the head of the male sheep or goat should be the chief 
offering, and that the skull should afterwards be re- 
tained about the perSon as an amulet, chiefly by the 
priests or juju men. While thus alluding to specific 
deities, we think it not improbable that the Nis-rah 
or Great Spirit of the Krus, may have been 
derived from a complicalion of Ncith, the, god of 
Avisdom, and Ra, the physical sun'- ; «,fld that even the 
Moll (idol, but sometimes iised to express the Great 
Sp'irit) of tlie Edecyahs, may have had its origin iu 
<he Maut — nature or mother; and which Avas some- 
times represented among tlie "Egyptians under the 
Ibrm of a cat’s liead, an animal — especially the Genetta 
Richardsonii, the wild cat of Feniando Po — wliich is 
held in deep veneration by tlie Edceyahs f. ^ 

At the religious fostiv^als of the Oopts, ^bations 
were poured out for the gods, and sometimes sprinkled 
about the floor ; and tliis is still observed among the 
West Africans, among whom we know not a tribe 
which does not'^make a practice of spitting out the 
first mouthful, or pouring on tlie ground a little of 
every fluid they partake of; and this they say is 
intended as an oifering to the fetiches or jujus; and 
in their oblations to these' idols, palm-Avine or rum 
always accompanies the other articles of food. 


* Among the Duallas, or p^jjtple of Camerodtis, the word A’luba, 
signifies God, the Great Spirit, and also the Sun, 
t Vide voL ii., p. 200. 



396 


LAMENTATIONS POE THE DEAD. 

I 

The affectionate respect evinced for the memory of 
the dead by the Egyptians, induced them to preserve 
by various methods the remains of those they had 
cherished in life; and not only was the period of 
mourning long, but at various seasons the family met 
together, to revive the reminiscences of the departed. 
Among .the Western Africans, of course it would be 
in vain to look, ‘ for anytliing assimilating to so costly 
and difficult a process as that of embalming, although 
the Ashantis smoke the bodies of the dead to preserve 
them*; and in every tribe where cotton clothes arc 
found, the deceased is wrapt u}> in various quantities 
according to his wealth; and several articles of orna- 
ment are either buried with him, or placed over the 
grave, as we had occasion to point out, in describing 
places visited by the Expeditionf . Both in Egypt and 
Abyssinia, lamentation. was made for the dead ; a sort 
of wake being hold, on the assembling together of the 
relatives and friends, who tore their hair, and likewise 
bewailed the loss, which is just as it is observed by 
the West Africans. ‘ That this could not have been 
engrafted on the Abyssinians by their adoption of 

* Xing, an intelligent African,!, who was left in charge of the 
^Amelia’ schooner at the Confluence, states in his journal, that some 
Bassa youths, who worked at the model farm, did so to obtain cow- 
ries sufficient to bury their father, in a proper manner ; they had 
kept the body five months, by smoking it over a fire, frequently 
washing it, and repeating the preBervh!iive process, as also decorating 
it with powdered camwood. 

t Vide also vol. ii., p. 201 and 220 of this narrative. 
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Judaism, is certain, inasmuch as the Jews were for- 
bidden to do so. — (Ley., chap, xxi., verses 1 and 5 ; 
also chap, xix., verseS 27 and 28.) Nor did it arise 
among the other negro races from any connexion with 
Mahommedanism, since, by the Koran, women were pro- 
hibited from mourning at funerals, and the celebration 
of the virtues of the deceased was not allowed ; jet both 
of these practices are invariably attehded to by the 
Krus, Intas, Ibus, Bggarahs,,and Edeeyahs. 

*The Coptic families* mourned seventy-two days ; and 
it is somewhat odd to find among rude people such as the 
Krus, that after an inten^al of three months or moons, 
prayers for the dead and mourning are again observed ; 
while the simple Edeeyahs have the seven days of 
lamentation, and one moon or month of mourning. 

We doubt not if all the circumstances atte^aat on 

• • 

the demise of persons" in the other tribes were known, 
we should be able to trace many coincidences referrible 
to a common origin, as well as that of placing food 
and libations on'*the graves of the deceased, — a cus- 
tom we opine to have been taken from that of the 
Egyptians, who had also their offerings for the dead. 

But of all the African observances of fixed cha- 
racter, perhaps that of the* “yam custom” is the most 


* The people of Cameroous, and Old Calabar, bind a piece of black 
or dark blue cloth round the head, and neither wash or change their 
waistcloths for several weeks yf/kile mourning f(ft the dead ; they are 
literally in sackcloth and ashes.” The EgyptiansVore black on 
similar occasions. 
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singular on many accounts. It is one which nearly 
all tribes adhere to ; and though there may be some 
slight difference in the period, still it is common to 
all ; and the manner in which it is carried out among 
all of them, evinces that it must have had its origin 
from one and the same source. Thus the Krus, Intas, 
Dahomi^ans, Ibus, Eggarahs,' and the littoral inhabi- 
tants of Camerdons, Bonny, Calabar, Fernando Po, — 
all mark the season of planting their yams and grain, 
by a religious ritual, and a festive meeting of all Mic 
tribe. With the exception of the .4shantis, and jier- 
haps the Thus and Eggarahs, the cercniony is un- 
tainted by human blood; the offerings being goats, 
sheep, and white fowls, portions of which, after being 
roasted, are laid together with palm- wine, as oblations 
before ^he idols: this done, they continue the enter- 
tainment for several days. Wiiethor this had any 
connexion with the feast observed in the month Athyi’, 
when the Egyj^tian husbandman began to sow his 
corn, or was copied from tlie form of general thanks- 
giving to the deities, on the rising of tlio fertilizing 
waters of the Nile, it would be difficult to surmise; 
but we may reason,i that it was taken from some one 
of the many similar Ooptief institutions. 

It has often been a question, whence so many of the 
West African races borrowed the practice of circum- 
cision, which altjiough not universally followed in any 
tribe, is yef? pretty generally adopted by the inhabitants 
of the banks of the Niger, and by the subdivisions of the 
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Ibu family: as it is observed among some who have no 
trace whatever of Islamism, in their religious or domes- 
tic customs, wo may conclude it to have been intro- 
duced along with the others to which we have already 
called attention. That it was* practised from the 
earliest times, appears on the evidence of Herodotus, 
who says that its origin,* both among Egyptmns and 
Ethiopians, may bo traced to the mdst remote anti- 
quity, but he knew not from whom it might have 
been borrowed. From inscriptions and devices on the 
monuments of Upper and Lower Egypt, Sir G. Wil- 
kinson, thouglit it must have been in use long before 
tlie arrival of Joseph or the Exodus of Moses, and it 
continued to be more or less kept up. to the latest 
times, so that when their country was overrun by the 
disciples of the prophet, that institution atT^ast ac- 
corded with the impostor’s vie\?s. 

Another practice, which being common also to the 
Arabs of later times, might be supposed to have 
had its origin ib the spread of Mahommedanism in 
Western Africa, — we allude to* painting, or rather 
colouring the eyelids of the women and children, with 
preparations of gjilena or antimony; a fashion very 
generally met with among many of the Negro people 
we are referring to- and at Iddah, wo wore not a 
little surprised to find metal and leather bottles very 
similar in shape to the Kohl bottles of tl^ Egyptians, with 
styles or bodkins, for the purpose of applying the pig- 
ment; and at Oameroons and Bimbia, far removed 
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from the influence of the prophet’s followers, the same 
mode of disfiguring the eyelids was found. Now, w e 
can scarcely imagine that they would have adopted a 
troublesome fashion, which at best could have but 
slight distinction on their dark skins, if they had not 
at some period noticed it, as in use among a lighter 
coloured and more civilized people. 

Many, therefure, are the coincidences between the 
institutions and customs, of the swarthy negro and 
those of the ancient Coptic family of the same conti- 
nent; and in pursuing the question of their former con- 
nexion, we might also adduce proofs from several of the 
manufactures, or rather from identity of design, in their 
rude attempts at imitation. Thus we call attention to 
the narrow-woven cloth, with a blue border, the figure 
and ^oufime of their swords, daggers’^ cowrie and brass 
armlets, the earthern lamps, musical instruments, met 
with at Iddah and Ashanti, and other places; the 
shape and texture of the palm-leaf baskets, the cre- 
scentic middle portion of the African* stools, so similar 
to the head-stools of the Copts, &c. Lastly, as a direct 
proof of the intercourse between these (so diflferently 


* The daggers figured in Sir G. Wilkinson’s Egyptians, Ist series, 
vol i. p. dl8, not only resemble very much in their conformation those 
in use among the inhabitants of the Upper Niger, but the mode of 
decorating the blade with cross marks is also an indication whence 
the latter was borrovtfad. The dagger.^ number 3 and 7> at p. 406, of 
Wilkinson’s Ist series, voL i,, p. 406, shew also an evident resem- 
blance. 
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circumstanced) inhabitants of the great African con- 
tinent, we may notice the presence of Aggri beads, 
such as were manufaclured by the Egyptians alone, 
in at least three tribes with which we are ac- 
quainted, Tiz., the Krus, Pantis, and Eggarahs, among 
whom -wc have found them of unquestionably Coptic 
character; and we have it on the evidence of the 
talented Bowdich that they are alsrf met with at 
Ashanti. We believe, a confiideration of all these 
diffcitsnt circumstances will go far to prove, that much 
of what now obtains among the negro races of Western 
Africa — both in their government, forms of religion, 
and civil institutions — were adopted from the numerous 
though imperfect opportimities they had, of becoming 
acquainted with those of the ancient Bgyptiang^ As 
before stated, “ if we remeipbor the prono^jiess of* a 
persecuted race to stand still as it were, and the long 
interval which has elapsed since the date of that com- 
munication,” we may rather jWonder at being able to 
trace in their rud^ institutions, any comparison with 
those from which they had borrowed them. 


ypL. II. 


2 D 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE SLAVE QUESTION CONSIDERED. 

On returning to tlie shores of our country, after 

an undertaking replete with danger and suffering, 

we found an almost universal impression that we had 

failed in executing the purposes for which we were 

sent,'** This we venture to submit to a considerate 

« 

public, is not only severe, but unjust, in so far as it 
would appear to implicate those who had the conduct 
of the Expedition ; and it is hoped that the preceding 
narrative of our progress will shosv that we succeeded 
in performing the "duties assigned to us, until paralyzed 
and beaten back by an enemy against which neither 
skill, courage, uqt forethought could avail. We might 
indeed be considered as having been in battle with a 
superior force, whose destructive and unceasing fire 
proved fatal to a large proportion of our crews; very 
few escaping^injuries of such a nature,* as to leave per- 
manent' traces of their del^litating effects. We in fact 
only retreated with strength enough to carry away our 
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wounded*; the Commander of the Expedition being the 
last who abandoned the held. 

If this should not be considered sufficient to account 
for failure, other — secondary — causes may be traced to 
the anxious desire of the promoters of the Expedition 
that it should be wanting in nothing which might be 
conducive to the safety of flic crews, or the furtherance 
of the great object in view.* These solicitudes undoubt- 
edly occasioned a fatal delay; especially on account 
of the model farm, whicli, though on too small a scale 
to justify the sanguine expectations of its benevolent 
founders, was much too cumbersome to be imposed 
on an Expedition having a mission to fulfil of more 
immediate importance. 

Wo tnist to be exonerated from any intention of 
imputing blame, especially^ when wo know ^at* all 
was done from the most praiseworthy motives; but 
• being a fait accompli, wo deem it to be our duty to 
point out this mistake, as it is probable that, had the 
detention been oMy to land a few agriculturists with 
some simple tools at the Oonflnehce, to make a com- 
mencement, the Expedition, with the same, or perhaps 
with a little less, amount of mortality and suffering, 
might have reached Rabbah* on the Niger, and some 
important place far up on the Chadda. But with 
such a primary element of failure, who can say what 


* See Appendix ; statement of the crews, and Vital Statistics of the 
Expedition at its close. 
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ought to have been accomplished with a diminution 
of slight secondary causes? It is useless to waste our 
time on hypothetical cases : — but the question, — 
What has been the probable effect of our abortive 
attempt? may be advantageously considered. 

In our short intercourse with the most powerful 
chiefs of the interior whom Vc visited, bright hopes of 
wealth and future prosperity were held out, if they 
would follow our counsels. 

In particular, wo assured them, that by employing 
their glaves at homo, in the cultivation of the land 
instead of selling them, they would be enriched by the 
produce and consequent trade with white men. In 
furtherance of this, by timely gifts, wo induced them 
to enter into treaties with us for the relinquishment of 
the slave trade, which they had hitherto looked on as 
a legitimate source of revenue*. We even enforced 
those treaties, and inflicted the penalties of in&action 
in the case of Ajimba* ; — but we left them to doubt 
our truth or our power. Surely w^’^owe it in justice 
towards our oppressed and abandoned allies, and to the 
dignity of th(f British Ration, to redeem the promises 
solemnly made when publicly invoking God’s blessing 
on the treaties. 

They strongly adverted to the performance of our 
stipulations, implying, as it were, that their adhei’ence 
should be contiingent on ours. King Obi said, “ If 
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you want me to put down the slave trade, you must 
send plenty of ships,” — for the commerce which we 
assured him would bd more advantageous. By failing 
to do this we have undoubtedly broken the treaty and 
have justified his return to the Slave Trade. 

The deadly nature of the climate would seem to be 
a sufficient excuse, to the natives as weU as .to our- 
selves, for not continuing the entei^Vise with Euro- 
peans, although it may be, questioned whether the 
“ experiment of penetrating by the Niger to the inte- 
rior of Africa has yet been fairly tried *,” owing princi- 
pally to the lateness of the season when the expe- 
ditions have commenced the ascent of the river, — 
by which they had to encounter both the unhealthiest 
season and the most difficult time for navigating. 

The intelligent native .chiefs and headmen with 
whom we conferred, vffio liad unbounded confidence in 
our power, — ^not lessened in any respect by the mag- 
nificence of our promises,— although they were eye- 
witnesses of our* Sufferings in the unfortunate attempt, 
might fairly ask if the white man had exhausted all 
his resources; — ^if, one method having failed, no other 
could be devised by his superior wi«dom % 

It remains, therefore, either to make the tacit but 
humiliating acknowledgment that the white man has 
«o further resources, after all his briUiant promises, — 
leaving the worse than ^useless effect of the Niger 


* Captain Allen’s Report to Lord Stanley. 
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Expedition to lessen ns in the estimation of the 
African, — or that other means should be devised for 
following up the benevolent intentions of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government. 

Before we venture to allude to those means, we 
think it necessary to advert to the great and perplex- 
ing question of the suppression of the Slave Trade. 
This we do with much difedence, as, — although in 
fiirtherancc of that great object, — ^we were not actually 
employed against slavers ; so that we can only give ^im- 
pressions of its baneful operations in the interior, and 
from consideration of the broad principle of the case. 
Some of our readers may think this beyond our province, 
and others that it is superfluous, inasmuch as any per- 
son ma^ draw his conclusions from the latter source as 
we have. It may, however, be of some advantage to 
the public to have the facts stated in a simple form, 
and, at all events, it will be important as preparatory 
to the suggestions we propose to make. 

We should much exceed our littiits, by drawing 
largely on the evidence now before the House of Com- 
mons, but we filive extracted some of the most glaring 
mstames” from tke testimony of the best informed*, 
which we trust will be fdund to confirm Lord John 


* In the year 1787, the number of slaves exported from Africa to the 
Western World, was lOO^OOO. In the year 1839, It was about the 
same, or evei^ very much more, as V>ir F. Buxton estimated it at 
160,000. It fell off to 32,600 between 1840 and 1846; but in 1846 
H had reached 64,000, thus proving that the difference is a iluctation, 
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Russeirs assertion, that “ to repress the foreign Slave 
Trade by a marine guard, would scarcely be possible if 
the whole British Naty could be employed for that 
purpose * and also that of the late Sir T. F. Bux- 
ton, that “aggravated suffering ‘reaches multiplied 
numbers f.” Again, the conclusive fact that, “ unless 
the Government of the slave-dealing states, will give 
their cordial aid in the suppressieil, the supply 
of slaves will be according to the demand J;” 

irrespective of tlie vigilance of the preventive force. In fact, the great 
falling off was the consequence of the market having been glutted in 
anticipation of the increased exertions meditated for the suppression; 
while the renewed activity of 1846 was caused by the alteration of 
circumstances which caused a greater demand. Further, the yearly 
average from 1807 to 1846, has been 77,000 and when the immense 
difference in the extent of the countries requiring the import^on of 
slaves at these two periods is considered, we cannot but com^ to the 
conclusion that the trade is \ery mhch greater at the present time ; 
and therefore tliat the abandonment by Fngland of her paramount 
share lias not diminished the traffic ; for the Brazils, which at that 
time imported 25,000, now requires the greater proportion of that 
whole number. 

The average tonnage of vessels employed in the tmde is about 
170 to 200 tons; and they are mostly inferior built American vessels; 
three months is the time computed for the passage tifthe West African 
coast and the return to Brazils. But by Lord Howden*s letter to Vis- 
count Palmerston, dated Bio de Janeiro, 9th February, 1848, and given 
in Mr. Bandiiiel’s evidence before a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, 18th April, 1848, one vessel liad made five^succcssful voyages 
within the year 1847. Any person at all acquainted with the slave 

* Letter to the Lords of the Treasury ^ Decembe^26, 1830. 

t Buxton, on the Skm Tradiy p. 268. 

J Mr. BandineTs Emdence (Parliamentaiy BepoH) on tlie Since 
Tradc^ p. 267. 
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which, as it is for the specific purpose of labour, 
will be regulated by certain considerations. But to 
meet this, the purveyors will ‘ provide an unlimited 

trade will see that the undermentioned price of a vessel is much 
above the average value, thus : — 

Items < £. B. d, 

1. Cosbof a vessel 170 to 200 tons— 700?. to 1,000?., say 1,000 0 0 

2. 15 to 20 men*at 100 Spanish dollars each per 

trip, say ..... 410 13 4 

3. Victualling 20 men for 90 days, say . . 100 ^0 0 

4. Pay of captain 400 Spanish dollars . . 83 6 8 

5. Cost of 450 slaves, each at from 21, 10a. to 4?., 

say 3?. each ..... 1,350 0 0 

6. Feeding 450 slaves on passage'25 to 30 days . 112 10 0 

7. Luxuries for the captain. See. . . . 50 0 0 

8. Different contingencies . . . • 150 0 0 

Total 

i:3,262 10 0 

i ^ 

Supposing out of the 4£ip slaves thtis purchased, only 350 reach 
their destination, and sell at the common market price of 50?., you 
have the sum of 17,500?. ; then deduct the whole outlay of the 
voyage, 2,2G2?. 10.?., the vessel (1,^0?.) being still forthcoming, there 
remains a clear profit of 15,237?. 10a. 

According to Ibhe m 2 .nner in which the slave-trade is con- 
ducted at present, the articles for the purchase of the slaves are 
genemlly sent across to the depots on the African coast in neutral 
bottoms. If the vesso?. is captured, the captain and crew lose their 
wages, (which are only paid on «the completion of tlie voyage) but as 
an inducement to take greater interest in the adventure, the captain 
is generally allowed to bring a few slaves, and sometimes the crew 
one each, whose passage they pay for at the rate of 8?. to 10?. Thus a 
vessel captured with the slaves or slave-cargo on^ board involves a 
loss of item/9 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, iteifi^ 2 and 4 being saved; which 
makes the actual loss 2762?. lOs. So that one successful voyage, 
landing 350 slaves, and realizing 15,237?. 10a., would cover the loss 
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number, in order that there may be enough to spare 
for death on the long and weary way to the coast, 
enough to die while waiting for shipment, or in the 

of 6^ vessels \rith 460 slaves or slave-caijA (1,050^.) for tliat number 
in each ; and no less than 12li empty vessels, items 2, 4, 5, being 
saved. ^ 

Let us take the case mentioned by Loi*d Howden in his 
Lordship’s letter to Viscount I’almerston, dotdd Rio Janeiro, 9th 
February, 1948 ; in wliich lie says: is a well known fact that a 

vessel belonging to this port, made* five voyages to the coast during 
theTast year, and landed in safety all her cargoes; at a moderate 
computation, this single ship must have brought from 2,000 to 
3,000.*’ 

Now we will suppose 2,500 were landed, each of them valued at 
the average price 50/., realize 125,000/., equivalent to loss of 45^ 
vessels full of slaves or slave-cargo; and equivalent to loss of 89:J- 
empty vessels ; items 1, 3, G, 7, 8 only, being lost. 

We must also refer to the case given by Viscount Palmeffeton before 
the Selept Committee on the SlaTie Trade, 21 March;9l848, wherein 
his Lordship says, have^before me a communication made by Sir 
Charles Ilotham to the Admimlty, dated the 7th April, 1847, in 
whicli lie states, ‘On rounding Cape Lopez, the character of the 
slave trade changes, and the speculation on the part of the Brazilian 
is founded on the principle of employing vessels of little value, to be 
crowded to excess with slaves. It is safil that one arrival in four, 
pays the adventure, here it is, therefore, that the traffic assumes its 
most horrid form ; at this moment the ‘ Penelope’ (that was the 
vessel on board which he was,) has in tow if slaver, of certainly not 
more than 60 tons, in which 31^ human beings were stowed ; the 
excess of imagination cannot depict a scene more revolting.’” 

Now we do not hesitate to say that the total cost of such a vessel, 
and her equipments, wages of captain and crew, provisions for them 
and the slaves, would not exceed the sum of 1,050/., at very outside, 
and take the 312 slaves at rathi^ more tlian 
3/. each, that makes another 1,000 

Total outlay X 2,050. 
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horrible middle passage, or in the repetition of it 
after having been taken by our cruisers — enough to 
be thrown overboard to avoid capture, — or to die of 
drowning when wrecked, — so that there may be a suffi- 
cient number of suiwivors, through the unparalleled 
sufferings of a transatlantic passage, to supply the ori- 
ginal demand for labour, in the plantations which furnish 
our luxuries. No account is here taken of the surplus 

Now, if even one-third die, or nearly so, leaving 212 slaves to 
be landed and fit for mai'ket at 50^. each, you have the sum of 10,600^., 
or equivalent to the loss of 6 and a fraction of such full slavers ; the 
items 2 and 4, wages of captain and crew, being saved to the 
owner (as before stated) in case of capture, or equivalent to the loss 
of 14 empty vessels, items 2 and 4, e., the wages of captain and 

crew, being saved to the slave-owuier. 

In the ** Times” newspaper, dated May, 1848, there appeal's a state- 
ment (generally believed to be correct,) ‘Hhat 6,000 slaves w^ere 
landed at Bahia in two months, from 1(1 vessels, (average 384 eacli 
ship,) and 7,000 at other places, viz., Campos, Kio Grande, and Rio 
Janeiro, total 12,000 now each of these slaves, at the average price 
50^., would realize no less a sum than 600,000/., or equivalent to the 
loss of 2173 vessels full of slaves ^r slave-cargors for 460 slaves, are 
as fitted up in scale (1), items 2 and 4, being saved, or equiva- 
lent to the loss of 424 t” 0 empty vessels fitted and equipped, as in 
scale (1), without slaves or slave-cargo, items number 2 and 4, being 
saved. By applying this method of calculation to the 60,000 slaves, 
stated in Lord Howden’s letter to Viscount Palmerston, dated Rib 
Janeiro, 9th Febi*uary, 1848, to have been lauded in the Bm^Ub 
during the year 18^7> we find that the profits on them are equiva- 
lent to the loss of 2^124 empty vessels fitted as before shown, and 1,084 
with full cargoes of 350 slaves each. Or the profile of one year are 
e(j[uai to the purcliose money of oi^ million of slaves! Con it be 
supposed that*^ any force will ari'est the progress of a torrent of such 
fearful magnitude? — See Dr. Thomson’s JEvidenee brfore the Com- 
mittee of the House of Commotis, and others. 
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which cannot be exported ; humanity shudders at it, 
but such account will be exacted by an all-seeing God. 
The excess must bo charged to our attempt to sup- 
press the trade by the strong hand, and proves it to bo 
an enormous fallacy and an aggravation of the evil. 

The advocates for the continuance of the present 
system of marine police, persuade themselves tluit it is 
effectual ; but it is to be feared that tfiey are dazzled 
by partial successes, which, .as compared with the 
resiitt of a number of years, will be found to be only 
fluctuations.^ — The increased efforts are defeated by 
increased artifices. — Like an attempt to stop the 
torrent from a mountain, wo go on, hoping that the 
barrier may be raised sufiiciently high, but it is over- 
leaped by every accession of flood. We are ^linded 
to the truth by a conviction ,of the purity yf our in- 
tentions, and the hopes* of ultimate success. Our un- 
compromising philanthropy will not let us see that we 
are doing “ evil, that goo(J may result.” But how 
great the evil ! and how problematical the result ! Let 
us imagine an allegorical picture of the subject. Two 
of the actors are demons ; a third would be thought to 
counteract their diabolical machinations, but he con- 
spires unwittingly to the same end. They are the 
Purveyor, the Dealer, and the Suppressor. The two 
last preside each over a gulph of torture, — they rival 
one another in stimulatiu^^the first to provide victims ; 
— their only contention, which shall obtain out of 
the increasing supply the greatest number for his pai’- 
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ticular vortex ; and the only difference between the 
vortices, is in the one, a certain prospect of a life of 
toil, with an accompanying portion of comfort, which 
is not fallacious because interested ; — ^in the other, a 
dim, indefinable, — ^and to the victims who are hurried 
into it, — an inappreciable vista of freedom and happi- 
ness. ,They have no choice;' but if they had, they 
could see no difference in the probationary sufferings. 
Such anomalies should no longer eidst : they recoil on 
ourselves. 

✓ 

After the sacrifices made by England, for the purpose 
of repairing the injuries inflicted, she has at least a right 
to claim the meed of sincerity in her repentance. She 
may also try to awaken other nations to a sense of their 
guilt; ^but remorse at the recollection of her own 
crimes should guard her against the assumption of in- 
fallibility : and if in our strentious efforts to attain a 
blessed end we find the road leads wider and wider 
from it, let us have the ^magnanimity to retrace our 
steps to find a safer though a more circuitous path. 
If we look back on that already trodden, we shall 
find it too surely indicated by the blood of millions, 
shed in great part by our efforts, suddenly and vio- 
lently to cure a gangrene* which has been festering for 
ages. 

During four hundred years the knowledge has been 
spreading in Africa, that the white man required her 
sons to spend their lives in nopeless and excessive toil 
to minister to his wants ; and he sanctioned the em- 
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ployment of treachery, rapiiiQ^depoptilatmg \rars, and 
the sacrifice of every principle of justice and humanity 
in order to gain his end. The white man comes to a 
tardy conviction of his injustice ; but the system which 
has taken centuries to build up, Isannot speedily be 
destroyed; and in the meantime, the previous requi- 
sitions are exciting the uhhappy race to ruinous 
fulfilment. 

It is only half a century since England, so proud 
of her exertions in this cause, was more deeply im- 
plicated in the practice, than any of the nations 
which we now denounce with all the virulence and 
want of charity, customary with those who have 
tardily come to a knowledge of the error of their 
ways. The Slave Trade was not only uphold by 
public opinion in England till 1788 , but was encoxi- 
raged by the Lcgislatui^, — enforced by treaties, — and 
by very stringent orders from the home authorities to 
the Governors of our West India Islands; who at- 
tempted to chock tJie importation of slaves, — ^not from 
motives of humanity, but from fear ttat the unre- 
stricted encouragement given to the “ carrying trade” 
would cause the colonics to be ojrer-supplied with 
slaAm 

‘ About that time, however, the people of England 
began to be awakened by the philanthropy of a Clark- 
son and a Wilbcrforce, to^a sense of tj^e enormity of 
their guilt, and felt a dSsire to atone for* the deep 
injuries inflicted on the African race by the chief 
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participation which this^ountrj h^ in the iniqui- 
tous traffic. The result was, first, the modification 
of that trade, — then its total abolition, — finally the 
emancipation of slaves on the part of Great Britain; 
with an endeavour* to induce other nations to enter 
at once into the views which we had taken many years 
to mature. Great exertions by successive Governments, 
and pecuniary •sacrifices by 'the people of these realms 
have been made to attain this end; but neither 
treaties, agreed to in some instances through fean, nor 
the vigilance of our numerous cruisers, commanded by 
officers of humanity, as well as talent and experience, 
aided by those of France and the United States of 
America, have been able to put a stop to this inhuman 
trade. On the contrary, it is proved that although it 
may have been checked in some points, it breaks out 
in others, the momeijt the supposed suppression has 
withdrawn vigilance to other quarters. While, at the 
same time, the risk of capture and loss has only ren- 
dered the mode of packing! in small> fast-sailing vessels, 
and the treatment Of the poor wretches on the middle 
passage, more dreadful and more destructive of life. 

But England acquired this conviction gradually : — 
in 1788 the first check was put to the Slave Trade, by 
the Bill of Sir William Dolben, which enacted mea- 
sures for the amelioration of the condition of the vic- 
tims during tljeir long voyage, — limitihg the number 
of slaves' to the tonnage, 'with the humane object 
of securing at all events a sufficient space, instead of 
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the crowding p^viously regorted to. A struggle of 
twenty years accomplished for England the honour 
of the abolition of the trade ; in twenty years more, 
we acceded to the principle of emancipation, which 
even required other ten years to fee carried into effect. 
Thus England took fifty years to meditate and resolve 
on an act of justice to Africa ; yet we expect other 
nations — ^implicated like * ourselves— wbo jump at once 
to the conclusions we had formed, after such 
ficij?c and long struggles between obdurate selfish- 
ness and humanity. We urge upon those nations 
with all the force of diplomacy, backed by the know- 
ledge of our superior power, at once to sacrifice 
what they believe to be their own interests, — 
to co-operate with us. But they are in the position 
which England held in that respect before 1788, 
when the majority hero believed, as they do now 
in the slave-dealing countries, that our mercantile 
prosperity was inseparably bound up in the Slave 
Trade. If the •uoice of fiumanity required so many 
years to make itself heard in England^ it is injustice 
to ourselves to suppose, thsdi other nations will listen 
to it immediately it is propounded to them and in- 
justice to them to assume that they will require longer 
consideration, if left to their uuconsti^ined judgment; 
for hitherto our arguments have been from the strong 
to the weak ;*and a nation “ convinced against its will,” 
is in the same position fts an individual ;-^meauwhile 
we draw on ourselves all the odium of the overbear- 
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ing, to the real prejudice oC fnendlj iQ|ercourse, mutual 
interests, and of the question at issue. 

In the present circumstances of the case, there are 
three discordant and antagonistic principles. A 
powerful nation — ^rebently repentant — ^is determined 
at any sacrifice, violently to root out in others the 
guilt of the Slave Trade, and — signally fails. Certain 
weaker nations" 4biave promised, through fear, and 
against their present convictions, to co-operate, but 
are secretly resolved to continue the practice at. all 
costs, and — do it successfully. Moreover, the strong 
nation having relinquished the compulsory ministra- 
tion to its wants, will still have them supplied ; and 
with the manifest sacrifice of consistency — ^her selfish 
ends are gained. 

Since all these anomalous points cannot be re- 
conciled, let us boldly confront the wrong and reject it ; 
while we honestly seek a better course. Every moment 
that we hesitate prolongs the sufferings of thou- 
sands ; if therefore it is proved we d& infinitely worse 
« 

than nothing in endeavouring by force to stop the 
evil, the safest alternative «eem8 to be, that we should 
turn all our attention towards softening the horrors 
which have been increased by our ineffectual though 
well-intended efforts. For this purpose we would 
humbly suggest, that other notions be exhorted to 
tread in our egrly path of amendment^ in the hope 
that it m^y lead siibilar result. 7}hat treor- 

ties he made > nations based on the BiU of 
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1788, with clause^ providing for tim gradual &ictinction 
of the slave trade, the introduction of free labour, a/nd 
thfi progressive emancipation of their negroes. 

We may have reason to hope that the first operation 
of such a treaty would be, to take ifllie traffic out of the 
hands of the lawless wretches, who now practise it with 
the maddening spirit of the ‘gamester, and to trapsfer it 
to persons more likely to "allow theii* "interests to be 
tempered by humanity. Thet lukewarm, whose self- 
love,^r love of country, has been arrayed against the 
cause by our dogmatism, will gradually sympathise with 
our better feeling, and the high-minded will gain con- 
verts. The breathing-time and cessation of the powerful 
and all-pervading excitement produced by opposition, 
will enable the selfish to sec the advantage of jjjolong- 
ing life by relaxing toil, everyth e present cniel system 
of working their slavdfe to death. Eventually they 
may come to the understanding that free labour will 
be the most productive. 

Having obtaineA^uch a treaty, and measures having 
been adopted to enforce the provisions of it, England 
should frankly confess her error by withdrawing the 
African squadron'^', as soon as the existing treaties will 
permit. 

* There are some reasons for supposing that the squadron for the 
Buppression of the ^lave Tmde might be made more effectual by 
transferring the blockade from tJjK; coast of Africs^to that of Brazil, 
and Cuba. But would this do more than try to obtain relief by 
turning the victim on his bed of torture? 

VOL. II. 2 K 
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But although there is a growing conviction that Eng- 
land is enjoying a dearly bought indulgence in her Phi- 
lanthropy, — and such a change of measures begins to be 
loudly called for by many, let us not, after such lavish 
expenditure in tryihg an experiment, suflFer it to appear 
that we abandon it from motives of parsimony. Of 
the m^ny hundred thousands of pounds sterling which 
would be savdd*, a portion might well be devoted 


• Return of expenses between December, 1838 and Deormber, 
1844 — (six years) : — 


Total cost of squadron, 

1830 

80,303 

0 

0 


1840 

101,176 

0 

0 


1841 

73,964 

0 

0 

9} 

1842 

94,026 

0 

0 

»> 

1843 

88,239 

0 

0 


1844 

217,627 

0 

0 


Six years 655, 31 4 

0 

0 

Average annual expenditure 

• 

£109,219 

0 

0 

1. Total sum in that time *for Mixed 




Commis.sipn Courts 

if 

* 102,899 

1 

10 

2. Illegal captures * . 

- 

1,045 

2 

6 


Six years 103,944 

4 

4 

Annual average for six^e^ra 

of these 




two iHBt items . 

• 

• • 

£17,824 

0 



(without taking into calculation tlie tonnage 

wi hr **","1*1** J26,«43/. 0., 8^., 

1847 th kr tbeihuse otChmmoDB, November 2Stb, 

tv™™- ® W without Mixed 

Comm«e,o,i ^ .a.U, bounty, &c, « no less than 301,8234 
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to some more feasible way of attaining tbe desired 
end. No method can be more free from the charge of 
Quixotism than that of “calling forth the resources of 
the country.” But this must be done on broad and 
rational principles. The Philanthropist may in his 
closet, sketch out brilliant schemes for the improvement 
of Africa, and expect hciP sons to tread the ^aths he 
has traced for them. HeVill bedisafiipointed, if their 
progress keep not pace with his sanguine anticipations. ^ 
As, jiowever, the lofty soarings of philosophy are far 
above the narrow conceptions of the untutored mind, 
so is civilized man but ill calculated to enter into the 
feelings, and except by {he most patient care to 
extend the views of him, on whom the light of reason 
has not yet dawne^i. The principal difficulty will 
always be that the enlarged and cultivated undlerstand- 
ing cannot be satisfied with , the first vacillating 
advances of a mind in its infancy. 

The man of cold climes legislates for him of a torrid 
zone, without knewing his requirements, and the first 
thing done is to unhinge the social system, to recon- 
struct it on his own incompatible ideas. It is not, 
however, by the introduction of our vncongenial habits 
and customs, nor by y>ar<ia/i^*encouraging commerce, 
nor by the establishment of a few schqpls, nor by the 
nominal conversion to Christianity of all the Africans 
whom we havb been able to rescue from slavery, that 
this can be efi!ected, but ^ calling forth their mental 
resources. 

2 E 2 
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We will not moot the question of the capabilities 
of the African race; but this much is clear and 
incontrovertible, that the Groat Arbiter of the des- 
tinies of man having placed the whites and the 
negroes in opposite vegios, has given to each, feelings, 
desires, and energies, as diverse as their climates. 
We are compelled to exertion, to protect ourselves 
from the inclemuacy of the seasons, — to force abundance 
tfrom the reluctant soil. Success in supjdying real wants 
creates and stimulates the gratification of othera of 
artificial growth. The powers which arc given to us 
for this end remain and impel us iiTesistibly onwards. 
The essence of being in cold latitudes is necessarily 
action — a horror of inertion. The watchword is “ on- 
wards.” With the negro, on the contrary, his climate 
superinduces a repugnance to exertion ; he places his 
whole happiness in thp idea of repose : — Ilis necessities 
are few, and nature hardly requires solicitation to 
supply them, but heaps her treasures around in abun- 
dance, like trees in the MahomedUn Paradise, that 
require not the trouble of stretching forth the hand to 
pluck fruit from the bending branches. The reward 
of labour in a very small portion of the year, is enjoy- 
ment of repose for tbs’ remainder. The only volun- 
tary display ofpnergy is that which ci^pels the humble 
to serve the proud, and has given rise to the ancient 
and universal system of domestic slavefy. The negro 
may theiv^fore be characterised as having means of 
gratification exceeding his wants, and riie white man 
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as having wants exceeding such means of gratification 
as arc supplied to him by nature. The stru^le and 
grand object, whether directed by humanity or not, 
has been to induce the former tp furnish the latter 
with his superabundance. 

Hitherto this has been dpne by the most unjustifiable 
means. The white man, in the pride of ^uperiof mental 
and physical endowments, has dragged the unresisting 
negro fi'om his loved repose' and compelled him to 
minister to his inordinate demands, regardless of the 
expense of blood and suffering which it entailed. 
He is now awakened to a sense of his injustice, but his 
craving still remains; his talisman is still “Onwards.” 
He thinks by persuasion to obtain the same advan- 
tages, and bases his* hopes on being able to Rxcite in 
his weaker brother thc^ artificial desires which arc the 
powerful stimuli to his own exertions. 

Although the whites may guide, protect, and in- 
struct their darl^ congeners in their mental minority, 
there must be a time when they §hould> be suffered to 
“ run alone.” That time seems to bo pointed out by 
the physical obstacles which prevent our entering their 
land, to hold them there in leading strings ; and by the 
palpable failure of all our well-meant exertions for the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, which holds that land 
in darkness. 

It becomes impcrative„*thorefore,. thjTb wc; try some 
other means; and what can be supposed to be more 
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likely to succeed than that of enlisting natiTe energies 
in their own cause? If a race cannot be entrusted 
with its own regeneration, it is hopeless for one 
foreign in sympathies to attempt it. 

If we commit the work to men of the same tem- 
perament, and with understandings enlarged by cul- 
tivation; we shall have .an intermediate agency 
sympathising with both parties. If that fails, what 
hope is there for the race*? But we will assume, 
as their warmest advocates assert, that there are 
men to be found in our colonies capable of under- 
taking such a task. We come, therefore, to the means 
we would propose. These may appear bold, but we 
believe them to be easy of adoption. They are the 
following : — To establish 

1. A colony at the Conflue^nce of the Niger and 
the Chadda, and eventually on all other accessible 
rivers. 

2. A small Native Military Force; and 

3. An African Il^arinc, one limited to ensure the 
peaceful intercourse of the nations on the banks of 
the Niger for the furtherance of legitimate commerce, 


* In order to cai-ry out the principle to tlie fullest extents none hut 
Africans of pure race should be employed ; but as it is doubtful at 
present whether such can be found sufficiently prepared for the tadc, 
it may be expedient to begin the experiment with the mixed race or 
Mulattos, who inherit the prestige of the white men. 
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aud the euforcement of the treaties already entered 
into for the suppression of the Slave Trade in the river. 

A principal feature in this plan, is the proposition 
to establish an African Force, the officers of which 
should be natives, holding comfiaissions, with local 
rank, and the sons of native chiefs should be persuaded 
to enter our army and navy, with a view of educating 
them for the service. This would bd "offering an in- 
ducement to advance in civilisation, which they never 
befoTc have had ; aud such a boon should only be 
limited by their capability. As it is very clear from 
all the attempts that have .been made, that white men 
cannot serve in that country without great sacrifice*, 


* Annual ratio of moiiiulity from disease among seamen m different 
stations, viz. : — 

South America 7*7 fer 1000 pei; annum of men employed. 

Mediterranean 9*3 „ 

Home station 0*8 „ 

East Indies 15*1 „ 

West Indies „ 

Coast of Africa 58*4 • „ 

(Vide Dr. Bryson’s Report on t?ie Climate atid Principal Diseaaea of 
the African Station^ page 178.) Thus putting to one side altogether 
the known injury to health, and shortening«of life, which results in 
nearly every case from service on tlie African coast, we find the sta- 
tistical return of mortality on that station to be more tlian seven 
times as great as on the South American Coast, %ix. times as great as 
the Mediterranean or home stations, four times as great as the East 
Indies and ChiiSi, and three times as great as that of the sickly West 
Indies. 

If we extend this to the Niger Expeditions, we shall find the first 
expedition, under Lander, to have lost 808*5 per annum ; the second 



424 


THE SLAVE QUESTION. 


•we ought to use the means which are adapted to the 
end. 

If the plan here proposed be good, it would be 
very much increased in efficiency, if carried out to an 
extensive scale ; that is, by pursuing a similar system 
on several rivers at the same time. For instance, if 
we had such posts on the R'iver Volta, the Niger, the 
Cross or Old C^iubar, the M&diba ma Dualla or Oama- 
roons, Avith depots at the mouths of the rivers, — com- 
munication might be easily established between them, 
— the three last especially, which might in time be 
extended far into the interior. Other rivers might 
eventually be so occupied, as the Gaboon. 

In order to maintain discipline among the coloured 
officers, &c., as well as to prevent, them from falling 
back info the barbarism of the surrounding nations, 
the forces, military and naval, ‘should be occasionally 
transferred from one station to another, communicating 
at certain seasons with some established authority, or 
with the Home Government; and‘ after a certain 
period of service, they might be allowed to retire to 
whichever settlement they should choose. 

We do not coptemplate the establishment of a 
mere model farm, but the foundation of a colony; 
having within it all the elements of native society. 


or Government exp^ition would hot^differ much from this, therefore 
the danger to^uman life in the Nig^ is more than thirteen^ times 
as great as on the coast, and about a hundred times as great as on 
healthy stations. 
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acquainted with the usages and advantages of Euro- 
pean civilization, which they might modify and assi- 
milate to good customs of native growth, which are 
not wanting. 

Thus, for instance, we should have a civil governor, 
a chaplain, with a certain number of catechists and 
schoolmasters; jurists, who, being acquainted with 
English law, should confer with the dignified Lobo, 
chief judge of Iddah, and others, with a view to the 
impTovement of their laws, rather than the exclusive 
introduction of ours; the military and naval com- 
manders, medical officers,, &c., some merchants, arti- 
ficesrs in various trades, with a sufficient number of 
agricultural and other labourers. 

A society so constituted, of men of coU>ur, who 
are eligible to every grade, would have all the elements 
to command respect and imitatiun. 

As this is proposed to bo a British colony, it 
should be under the strict superintendence of the 
Colonial Office, m order to prevent .the dangerous 
anomalies which would creep in, by permitting on the 
one hand a premature independence ; or, on the other, 
the chances of theh falling back ftito the barbarism 
of the surrounding nations : and by having constantly 
to report their proceedings to supefior authorities, 
the officials yould be restrained in any tendency to 
tyranny, and encourag(^ in setting hihe example of 
civilization. To this end, it is imlispensable that the 
territory and colony be under the British sovereignty. 
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This has been so ablj shown in the letter of Dr. Lush- 
ington and Sir T. F. Buxton to Lord John Russell, 7th 
August, 1846, (see Appendix, vol. i.,) that it is unneces- 
sary for us to dwell further on it, except on a point 
which is not adverted to by them, but in which we 
shall be supported by all those who know the river ; 
namely, 4hat all our efforts will be unavailing, unless 
we have the power to say, “ there shall be no wars on 
the banks of the Niger 'within reach of the British 
flag.” To attain this most desirable end, we *can 
safely assert, that the mere declaration would be 
sufficient, if the existence were knoMn of a limited 
force such as we propose. 

Our purpose is not the acquisition of dominion, there- 
fore the^smaU territory purchased' from the Atthh of 
Iddah would be amply sufficient, and would afibrd 
space enough for the experiment of cultivation by 
free laboxir, as an example to surrounding nations, — 
prsedial slavery being completely eradicated from such 
territory, without attempting to interfere with it in 
our neighbours. For the defence of this settlement, 
one himdred well-disciplined men from our African 
regiments, togethef with a certain number of inhabi- 
tants— enrolled as militia — and two or three small 
lightly armed steamers, would not only be a sufficient 
force, but also to preserve all the natiouE^ within reach, 
from the horroiu of war, andc^ereby be a great means 
of suppressing the Slave Trade, not only on the river, 
but to a wide extent on its banks, especially if aided 
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by the independent chiefs, who would gladly enter 
into defensive alliances with us ; — ^with the exception of 
the Filatahs, who might easily be kept in order, as far 
as their operations on the river are concerned. 

“ None, however, but a government establishment 
can pacify the river; or,’\as the natives say, “clean 

the road of the Filatahs.” Most of the ill» of the 

* #• 

defenceless Pagan negroes are to bo ascribed to these 
restless marauders ; for although, to her disgrace be it 
spolasn, Africa has always been ready to sell her sons, 
yet these pests of society arc the actual chief supporters 
of the Slave Trade, in ita present aggravated state. 
They make excursions every season into distant as 
well as neighbouring nations, for the sole purpose of 
enslaving the unfortunate inhabitants ; and tlifi mighty 
Quorra affords a ready means of sending them to 
their destiny, the realities of vfhicli, sad as we know 
them to be, faU very far short of the vague anticipa- 
tions of the poQr victims.* The example of the Fi- 
latahs is followed *by other negro j)rince8, and even by 
individuals, so that the from one end to the other of 
this noble stream the social system has been shaken 
to its very centre, and kept in a* continual state of 
coikeUyais: for in these depopulating wars, the voice of 
fraternal and even parental affection i^less heard than 
that of the j^ndish excitement of the slave dealer. 

The natives looked i^on our presAce in the river, 
even during the first mercantile expedition, as the 
means of putting a stop to this melancholy state. At 
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Bgga, for instauce, the high priest called a meeting of 
all the principal inhabitants on the subject, at which it 
was readily agreed to furnish us with men, money, and 
provisions to any extent, — in which all the towns and 
villages would cheerAiUy have joined, — if we would re- 
main and protect them from the Filatahs, — if we would 
undertatc to ‘ clean the road.’ The accomplishment of 
which would be as easy as it was desirable. We pointed 
out the impossibility, in 'the then exhausted state of 
our resources, for us to comply with their wishesrbut 
held out hopes that at no distant period they might 
be attended to; and, although they have not been in 
a formal manner laid at the foot of the British throne, 
by ambassadors from this oppressed people, praying 
for a defemsivo alliance, the appeal is not the less forci- 
ble ; and it. comes from a people who, of all others in 
Africa, would, from ’their industrious habits, most 
amply repay the protection afforded to them. 

Captain Trotter, in histshort intercourse with the 
Chief of Egga, .found him so completely under the in- 
fluence of the Filatahs, many of whom were, as spies 
about his court, that he dared not openly to discuss the 
subject of the aboKtion of the Slave Trade, though at 
a private interview ho ardently exjiressed his wishes 
in furtherance of our object*. Ho doubted the concur- 
rence of the Filatalis, as they are too mi^ch interested 
in the maintenance of ditosder; and he would not 


Sec pafre 90, vol. ii. 
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send a message to -the King, lest be should suspect 
him of intriguing with the white men. 

Since that time Mr. Bcecroft has made another visit 
to Rabbah, and found it in ruins. Tlic coalition which 
Dr. McWilliam'*^ heard was meditated had been suc- 
cessfully planned and executed. The branch of the 
Filatah bandits which ha(> their stronghold at Rabbah 
has been humbled. But tire snake was^only “scotched,” 
and probably ere this they have, vuth the assistance 
of tl^eir lawless compatriots at Sakatidi, taken fearful 
vengeance on the less warlike Nufi people, their 
depopulating “razzias” may be carried on to a gi'catcr 
extent than ever, and they may even have marched to 
conquest of Iddah, as they have long threatened. 

The plan for a^ colony which we have sketched 
may perhaps give alarm to some of our ec<3nomists ; 
but if it should be decided, — what appears to us to bo 
absolutely necessary, in order to stay the course of the 
gigantic evil — to withdraw the squadron from the 
Coast of Africa? ^n immense saving will be made 
annually ; and if only a very small poftion of this be 
devoted to the payment of salaries of the olBcials, there 
will be an amount of capital never before circulated in 
that part of Africa; moreover if to this we add the 
expenses of works to be undertaken by ^Government, — 
such as the erection of a fort, church, school-house, 
govemment-hOuse, barracks, hospital, and a bazaar, — 


See page 107, vol. ii. 
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an immenVe but natur^ stimulus would be given to 
internal legitimate commerce. As the only medium at 
present known in Africa is by cowries or barter, it 
would be advantageous and economical to adopt this 
method at first in payment, and salt would be found, 
perhaps, the simplest and most profitable article. 

Unfortunately we have ‘ always met the African 
with our own preconceived* notions, and in requiring 
his adoption of them, we have remained in utter igno- 
rance of what he may have of good, inherent ip his 
own institutions. It is but fair to imagine that they 
may be suited to him, as he is to the condition in 
which it has pleased God to place him. 

The several expeditions into the interior of Africa 
have proved that the people there^ are far from being 
devoid df civilization. That they have, in fact, insti- 
tutions an^ tendencies which, if. fully developed, wotdd 
aid much in healing the wounds which have been 
inflicted by the perversion of them. They have 
justice, which lends its haUbwed najne to the worst of 
purposes; — and they have commerce, which is absorbed 
by the most ruinous of all speculations, — the sale of 
their fellows. 

f 

In endeavouring “ to call forth the resources of the 
country,” we should therefore ascertain what materials 
we have to work upon, which are not inconsiderable if 
rightly developed. First, a way has been opened to 
the heart of the continent, 'v^ereby there is easy com- 
munication with a great variety of nations hitherto 
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known hardly by name, and among the t^dencies of 
the people there is an established idea of justice, and 
the essential character of all is decidedly commerciaL 
“ Kings, priests, warriors, down to the meanest slaves, 
all are traders in Africa, and althpugh this ruling pro- 
pensity has been perverted to the worst of purposes, 
it may be turned to the best. Every important con- 
sequence, therefore, that w^ can hope tit attain, whether 
it be the encouragement of industry, the extension of 
useful arts, or the propagation of true religion, must 
attend our endeavours in proportion as we strike 
powerfitlly, but with judgment, on that chord which 
already vibrates in the whole length and breadth of the 
land*. 

While it cannot.be too strongly asserted that man 
in a state of bondage will never arrive at the dignity 
for which he was intiendeef by^ his Creator, — ^it may 
bo a subject of prudent consideration, — of ex- 
pediency, — whether the very mitigated form in which 
it is exhibited in A-Mca may not be used as a transi- 
tion between the aggravated state it htTs been brought 
to by civilized man, and perfect emancipation in the 
land which gave it birth ; where {he sudden accom- 
plishment of such an object, if possible; would be 
attended by a complete dissolution .of every social 
tie, a paralysis of all incentive to good, and leading 
inevitably totfards anarchy. Whereas by exciting the 


* Captain Alienas MS. Narrative of the First Expedition. 
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native chiefs and possessors of domestic slaves to 
employ them in the cultivation of cotton, sugar, &c., a^ 
powerful competition might be raised against the cruel 
exactions of the foreign slave-owner: and although 
as a necessary consequence of the less amount 
of exertion under his mild native task-masters, the 
individual produce would bedess, the amount might bo 
made up by th€i greater extent of country, and by a 
population not requiring the artificial means of keeping 
up, resorted to in the Brazils, where at the same, time 
their supplies would be cut off. The example of free 
labour in the British settlement would not bo lost 
on the surrounding nations, but might be the means 
gradually to remove tlio blot of slavery altogether 
from Africa. 

The establishment of a large and commodious 
bazaar at one settlement would ensure protection to 
commerce, and would render it the emporium of 
Central Africa. For a long while, however, we be- 
lieve that there would not he such*^ a remunerative 
trade as to jhstify the immediate intervention of 
speculators in England. But the petty dealings of the 
settlers and the stimulus given to native merchants or 
Dilals, by buying up all the produce they bring, would 
cause accumulations that might be worth their atten- 
tion, especially if a company of philanthropists, such 
as composed the former agricultural society would 
enter into<dt wiih this prosp&t of loss in the outset. 

A better system of canoe-traffic might be introduced 
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with the assistance of Krumen, and a snill.ll steamer 
to run up and down, and facilitate their transit 
by towing. It is tnie t|j|^t this practice would 
be nmning counter to the prejudices of the na- 
tives, who never allow the traders of other nations 
to trespass on their waters; but it might, by an 

^ m 

occasional payment of “ port dues,” be broken tjirough; 
or by a few trifling presents, the freedom of the 
navigation of the river might be secured for all 
nations. A clause to that effect was indeed intro- 
duced in our treaties with Obi and the AttJih of 
Iddah. 

• 

“ With regard to commercial transactions* on a large 
scale, it is our firm belief that in the present state of 
the manners and cuatoms of the people, and jthe im- 
perfectly known resources of the country, ^he hopes 
of speculators will be Kievitably. wrecked unless their 
entetprizes be based on very different principles, and 
with a view to remote repayment. Our arts and 
manufactures must* be introduced to the interior not 
by the present tardy and demoralising means of inter- 
course with the coast, nor by dazzling the natives 
with a transient display of them in short-lived and 
disastrous attempts to penbtrate to nations which 
have been heretofore cut ofiT from the* knowledge of 
them. But the advantages which may result to and 
from the population of Africa by our intercourse with 


* Captain Allen’s MS. Narrative of the First Niger Expedition. 
VOL. IL 2 F 
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them, mus^!be prospective, remote, and dependent on 
the manner of opening such intercourse.” 

“ Under all these circ|pistances it is quite evident 
that no undertaking formed by private individuals for 
purposes purely comfinercial can prosper in the interior 
of Africa. That consequently no establishment there 

t 

can thrive unless it originate with Government, and be 
under its immechate protection and authority.” 

“Tlie prejudices of the Africans will doubtless even- 
tually give way ; the talents and energies tliey. may 
possess will bo developed when they witness among 
themselves a community formed of their own country- 
men, rescued by humanity from a condition the peculiar 
nature of whi(;li is invested by their superstitious fears, 
M'ith vague and indescribable terrors. The very exist- 
ence of s?ich a communitv, exalted as it would be in 
its own estimation, and in 'the enjoyments of the 
benefits of civilization, would excite among its neigh- 
bours a desire to participate in those blessings and 
would be at once a normal or model* society, gradually 
spreading to the most remote regions and calling forth 
the resources of a country rich in so many things 
essential to commerce, might change the destinies of 
the whole of Western 'Central Africa, and would 
not be liable »to the local disadvantages which may 
interfere with the prosperity of 'the colony of free 
blacks which the Americans have established at 
Liberia.” * 

Another great and glorious effect of the existence of 



THK SLAVE QUESTION. 


435 


sucli a colony would be to counteract the l/>rrible Slave 
, Trade, which still rears its hydra head, assuming a more 
atrocious aspect from every ^ndeavour to put it down. 
The same local advantages which have facilitated the 
transit of slaves from all part&P of the interior will 
afford the most effectual means of putting a stop to it, 
viz. : the two noble rivers which traversing sp large a 
portion of Soudan, give ready means ^f communication 
with the coast, to all the nations on their borders. 

Tihe idea of the colony which has here been 
laid before our readers was conceived on the spot 
which is recommended for its location — suiToundcd by 
the beautiful scenery of the Confluence of the Ohadda 
and Niger — during the first Niger Expedition, and 
laid before the Admiralty, by Captain Allen, on his 
return^' to England, though it is here jnore fully 
developed ; and it ditfers from the original in the pro- 
poisition to employ the African race only, if any can be 
found qualified for undertaking so great a task. It may 
by some be consiitered a hopeless experiment, but unless 
the friends of Africa are much dficeived, it will give an 
opportunity for the expansion of native intellect, whiclf- 
must be productive of benefit on Ahe race generally. 
But whether capable or incapable, the agency of the 
native African has never yet be«u fairly tried. 
Hitherto benevolent legislators for Africa have sketched 


* Report to the Lords Commissioners of the Admii-alty, October 1, 
ISIU. 
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by their fires ides, some very plausible theories and plans, 
and they have found, — ^in the hot-bed of premature, 
culture, — ^plants which seemed fitting instruments to 
warrant the warmest hopes of success ; but like infant 
prodigies these have generally failed in the residt, to 
justify their anticipations. The fault appears to us to 
be in the fact, that wo have constrained the precocious 
and half-formed agents to sec with our understandings, 
and to work with our methods, expecting at the same 
time that the race to be benefited should readily ap- 
preciate the good we propose to them. 

It is, however, of no use attempting to work on the 
untutored mind with abstract principles. We submit 
that the converse of this method would be more likely 
to suceee/l, namely, that wo should take the Afriean and 
his institutions as they are,, and after ascertaining what 
is good in them, bestov/ our utmost exertions on their 
full development and improvement. 

The success will depend on circumstances, on 
which we cannot now decide the vtilue ; — the failure 
will only be the loss of some fmv thousands of 
English money in a cause in which we have lavished 
'.nillions; but at all events it will bQ carried out on a 
grand principle of justice hitherto denied ; and as sueh 
we submit it with all deference to higher judgments. 
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VOCABULARIES OF THE EDEEYAH, 

DUALLA, OR CAMEROONS, BIMBIA, AND FISHMEN 
LANGUAGES. 


a 

is sounded as 

in father 

1 au is sounded as ow in how 

e 

}> 

there 

, hard 

» get 

i 


ravine 

j soft 

» jot 

0 

ff 

more 

ng initial 

» ring 

u 

o 

flute 

ch 

j, church 

at 

andy „ 

time 

Ilk as a strong aspii*atc. 


In the vocabulary of the Fishinen, dialect those marked K are of the 

projier Krii. 


English. 

A;^ain . 
Always * 
Above . 
Alone . 

An axe 
Aunt , 

Ann . 
Aiujhor 
Ant (black) 
Ant (white) 
Able . 
Absent 
Accidental 
Acid . 
Active . 
Aged . 

All . 
Angry , 
Artful . 


EnKKYAH. 

Dualla, or 
^ CamlIioons. 

Bimbia^ 


])i^)a-])i » 
Visy-visy 


• 

Moui 

Inuto-ililli 


I-wul-Ia ^; ^ , 

Umfoh 

I-un-d^ih . 

. . 

Ai-ya 

. ^ 

liU-brth . 
l-dT-ft 

Dia-vesi .• 

• 

Saii-nun-na . 

Son-no 

Somn5 


Chir-iki 


Bu-bu-bo-biih 

Yn-gina 


Echi-ym 

Al ttd-im-waidi 

Jt-tette 


KTs-sI . 
Ba-la-pa 

I-j)U-ma 


S^i-b»-ol-lah . 

Mi-dun 


Tu-ye-nia-a . 

Vjsy-visy 


Inclu-al-ia 

Bye-sI-I 

Awa-pilli 



Fishmen. 


Tu-ah 

Mlu-dt-a-yu 
S6b (k) 
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English. 

Any one 

Arrow . 

Abandon 

Abscond 

Abuse . 

Accept 

Accompany . 

Accuse 

Accustom 

Acknowledge 

Admire 

Adorn . 

Advise* 


Affirm . 
Agitato 
Agree . 

Aim (to take) 
Alarm . 
Allude . 

Alter . 
Amuse . 
Anchor (to) . 
Answer 
Appear 
Approach 

Assemble 

Astonish 

Attempt 

Awake 

Add . 

Ab(4"t . 

Associate 

Bridge 

Branch 

Bed . 

Bottle . 
Basket 
Bell . 

Box 


^DBEYAH. 

Wa-ri-eb& 

Echl-ym 
Ahii-bT-ht . 

0-I-ka . 

0-ci-pT-fi f. 

E-sa-ca . 
Wl-a-pai-lt-ell^i 

0- iir-a 

• Ensi-ffi-lilll6 * 
WT-web^i-lob(5 
E-biiht 

N 6-pTma-lal-l5- 
ll-a-pul-a-lll-lj 

Na-hu-dl 

1- kralu 
Tu-la-hu-dT 
Lo-pel-J^ 
Tu-we-sad-di 
Ne-kT-ha 
Rl-bi5-ra-hi 
0-piis-sS 
Oladit . 
Bji-ni-5 
Can-ul-lft 
Ko-pl-a-elld 
N 0 -I 1 T-& 

Bwa-la 

Al-al-i-am 

Nul6-kT-hS 

0-1-puda 


1>UALLA^ OR 

Cameroons. 


Iqui-mi 

Quata-bobry 

Anungo 

Beso>alla 


Til-li-u-a 


Di-a 

To-j)o 


Tinhmyso 


Nanga-su 

Son-na-no 


Bimbia. 


Dl-con-g^h 


Ba>hln>n&h 

E-tu-ktt* 


Nei Kongo 

Nunga 

Ipousi 

Sam gar 

I-eng 

Limbi 


BeJi . 

t . 

I-nun-g&h . 
I-lu-6-yS.h . 
Mo-cu-tah . 

I bun^dh . 


^ i.c., to give advice to a person. 


Fishmen. 


To-ph 

Sen-nS-nT 

Brrhah 

Qu-ah 

Su-rah 

Tu-b«i 

BugrSh 

Brouh 



English. 

Bag • . 

Book* . 

Book (juju) . 

Bullet . 

Bow . 

Boat . 

Boy 

Brother 

Blacksmith . 
J3o(ly (the) . 
Bono . 

Blood . • . 

Beard . 

Back 
Bosom . 

}3olly . 
Breath 

Blind, from 
disease 
Heads . 
Button 

Bullock (wild) 
Baboon 

t 

Bird . 

Boa (snake) . 
Beef (venison) 
Bride . 

Boil (a) 

Bad . 

Bald . 
Beautiful 
Bitter . 

Blind (adj.) . 
Bold \ . 

Brave . 

Busy . 

Bake . 
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BT-hyn-nil 

Bdlai-bubi 
Bu-nu-ii-dm . 


0- lu-tii . 
Uh-h»l . 
Bii-na . 
E-s6d-du 
N-na 

1- achii . 
Bu-Mii . 
E-hul-lil 
A-lu-re-nu-k6 


Dualla, or 
Cameroons. 

S -onta 

rtu 


BoUa 

I 

Mimarmonni 

Munna-mona 


Dibum, 

Is-si 

Mi-a 

Mas-salla . 

Bau-sa 

Wan-ga 

De-l>um 

Dongi 

Eu-dinia 



Mo-cu-lah . 
Ca-lah 
Bu-12-we-lo- 
bfth 

Ld-bo-nt . 
\ran-go-&h . 

Nan-yan- ^ 
^ami 


Tu-pdt-d'pdl-d 


Mi-sanga 


i 


Encdpu . 
Mu-clio . 


ST-nd-di 
E-ruku-rukii 
En-na-b?j ^ 


Bu-sal-a-bi . 
Inch-i-and 
Beb-wSh-lo-bdh 
Achi-web-wfih 
Acht-el-lah . 
BukS-I-web-wah 

Idem 

Boy^~bl-lak5 

N6-et-ta 


Mkon ma 
kinua 
Bcn-nar 

Yama-yara 

Sombo 

I-tongo 

Bobi 

Di-banya 

Bam-bano 

Jnn-gy 

Dimi 

Abirambo- 

bombo 

Abim-bua 
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Fishmen. 

Brouh 

KTn-u^neh 

DT*fru 

Pundi 

BK-wi 

NT-6-U 

U-mu-n& 

0-fd-eh 

Pwah 

Nu-m6h 

Fe 

Keh 

TaI-po-r5 

Kfir-rT 

0-he 

0-doh 

W’rri 

Su-icili 

Brf 

Dtim-ba-liih 


This among most Africans means any written paper. 
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Barter . 

Bathe . 

Bear (v) 

Beat . 
Beautify 
Bread . 
Breakfast 
Becalm 
Beckon 
Beg . 
Behold 
Belong 
Bend . 
Bestow 
Bind . 

Bite 
Blame • 

Blaze . 

Bleed . 

Bless . 

Blind, (v) . 

Block up 
Blossom 
Blow . 

Blow the nose 


Boil . 

To Borrow 
anything (v) 


]0^DEEYAU. 

0-ru-ta . 

0-ali-hcJ 

0-ab-ia 

Tu-wo-pt 

E-ba-hT 


AihJ-bu4okt1 . 

^Pu-lu-ho 

Nd-Tt2l dm 

O-el-la-la 

Nl-ake-ld-kd . 

Kd-td-ta 

Pu-ra-ht 

Tu-a-ki . 

Luii-tu-ai 

0-tas-si-lIl-lt . 

O-el-la . 

0-lakd-eah 

Td-lul-li 

Tuakl-d-biissd- 

^.wai-hl 

La-bruj-nai - 111 . 

(W)ul-lai-hi . 

Hu-lai-lii 

BT-na-hl 

Lii-pai-hi 
Empalli-clli- 
dlli-elld-dlla- 
iiaiiki . 


Dualla, or 
Cameroons. 
Yungi 
locan’i 


Keoso 

Da-idiba 

Got-ihtili 

Bira 

Jaffua* 


Aiigi 

Acoco 

Baml^O'Oa 

Asurma>mia 


Bimbia. Fishmen. 


Ungiwy 

Naimbi 

pymba 


Bottle (v) . 

T^e-bi-al-hi 

Pouissi (noun] 

Bow\v) 

Kd-kd-ta 


Break (v) . 

BcT-ta-hi 

Yamassi 

Breathe 

Pii-hul-Ia ‘ . 

Su-yuy 

Bring . 

Pwa-hi-hu-d . 

Bamba 

Broil . 

Bab-a-ai 


Bruise . 

0-pab-bii 


Brush (v) 

0-bu-lai-i 

Tu-ta 

Burst . 

E-pdb-bt 


Build . 

Tu-bai-k-bu-t& 

Longa^ 

Burn . 

A‘hed-dt 

Ki-ma ^ 

Buy (v) 

Twe-6-tai-lt . 

Sanda 

Butter . 

. 

Musa-ma 
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English. 

Edeeyah. 

Baft (cleth) . 


Black . 


Barefoot 


Broad . 


Bribe . 


By and bye . 


By day 


By ui^ht 


Before . 


Behind 


Beneath 


By tlie side . 


Badly . 


Bull (a) 


Creek . 


Chnid . 

Lubilco . 

C(»rn . 


(.Vmntry 

Mjdrt-opWil-oba- 

W}dli 

C^lay . 

Bi-tdko .* 

Coverin*? 


Cup . 


Cork . 


Calabash " . 

E-h« 

Caudle 


Cannon 


Canoe . 

Wa-ii-tci 

Child . 

Bo-laj . 

Countryman 

Tu-preihi-wilili 

Chief (a) 

E-rt-io-To-nft . 

Chief Priest . 

B(5ta-kTni-(5 

Cai’pcnter . 

L7-i3.-iu-na 

Charm (a) . 

Bu-ii-r) . 

Cheek . 


Chin . 

BTcii-blcu 

Claw (a) 

DlkotiS . 

Cough (a) . 

Ekonk^aum . 

Curtains 

• 

Chair, or atool 
Cloth (a) . 

Em pampH 
Lu-uh . 


Dualla, or 
Cameroons. 

Bimbia/ 

Du to 

Mun-do 

Myndi-titti 

leo-co 

Showir-my- 


langa 

Talla-son 

Sii • 


Bubo 

Bussd 

Bussa 

Assa 

Ipasse 
Bobrison 
Momi lua 


yara 

Mirab^-idari 

Md-pl 

Mi-in-du 

Bassi . 


• 

Waiig&h 

Via 

i 

1 • 

DTbundi * 

Dll •. .• 

I-lu . 

Biquilym 

Musama^ya- 

I-trii-i^n 

niina 


Icossi . 

Caii-si 

Bolah 

Bo-lah, 

Muna 

•Mo-ku-tii . 

Sau^o-boa 


t 

Inalama 

Ditamma 

Iburu 

Myndi 

Iketyli 

lya sossi 
Dibfijo-cuiui- 
mifyo 
Kuiida 
Drbati 

Ihainbu 


Fismmen. 


NTmb5 
Nuc niah 
I boh 
Bll-wlh 


Do-pull 
Boi 
Ku ru 
Ka-yab 


T6h 

DTb-wj 

Nat-ra-njj§ 


DT-bd-waf»r^ 

Dlk-w^h 

Te-ta 

Boh 

Oku-bre 


Wi ri^-reli 

O-w^r-rT (k) 
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\pDEETAn. 

Dualla, or 
Cameroons. 

Cap (a) 

. 

Ikoto 

Cat 

Bush-cat, wild- 
cat, Chl-pilh 

Syngi 

Cow 

Mammi ina 



yara 

Cold (a) . 

I-bo-pi . * . 


Cock (a) 

Bu-teft-ka , 

Monii-ma-uba 

Crow . 

Ei^-ca-hS 


Careless . , 

Se-ki . 


Cheap . 

l)Tk-waii 

Idolli ma ton! 

Clean . 

I-lu-di . 


Clear . 

E-weh-w^ 


Coarse . 

0-Ik-wah 


Cold . 

SllS 

Goh 

Common 

Bu-ke 


Content 

E-br)bfi-en-qua-6 

Millemma 



luiaiiii 

Cool . 

si-ie . 

Miloco-loco 

Cowardly 

I-sul-l^ih 

Imbellibambi 

Cross . 

Bu-s^l-la-he . 

Caca buso 

Cruel . 

Idem 

Petil-becima 

Cunning 

, Byssi-t . 

Mina bambo' 

Cockroach . 

Bitauda 

Cotton . 

Cloth, crimson 

c> 

Bitngi ^ 
Dibato-di- 



muta 

Care (v) 

E(i-tapid-bul- 


lal-lrt 


Catch . 

Mo-lab-b5 

« 

Cliain M 

0-trt rab-b5 

Occabi 

Chase (v) 

Pu pu-rabe'i • 


Chatter 

E-led-di 

Topo-topo 

Cheat (v) 

Al-16-pio-ded-di 

Gi-ba 

Cheer (v) 

Why-da-d5 

Qualla-bam 

Chew . 

Chill (v) 
Choke . 

0-n6-Thi-a* 
Olhl-hl-ed-da . 
O-bat-ta-bann^- 

Niki 

Tnkd Mila 


Choose 

Eutahii-rT-lal-15 

Dinna-mapulla 

Chop (v) 

I-pul-la-T-la-kok- 

Munga-titi 

a-nd 4. 


Clan (v) 



Clean . 

Clear (v) 

O-t-bu-dl 

Ai-ii-puiia-e- 

Tuta 

hub-b& 



Bimjua. 


Fu-c^li 


Mo-nie 


Biiaiulci 


Fisiimen. 

Quch (k) 
ST-6h (k) 


Kli-Ku (k) 
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Close (t) 
Coast (v) 
Come . 
Command (v) 
Conceal 
Conduct (v) . 

Cook (v) 

Cool (v) 

Cork (v) 
Cough (v) . 


Count (v) 
Contrary 
(■arry . 
Catcii cold 
Censure 


Ciinrge (take) 
Coj)j)cr 
Cord . 

Cover . 

Crow (v) 

Cry . 


Cure 


Curse (v) 

Cut . ‘ . 

Demon 
Devil . 
Darkness 
Day . 

Dry season . 
Day after to- ' 
morrow 
Day before 
yesterday 
December . 
Deaf . 

Dumb . 
Dysentery . 


Dropsy 
Doctor (a) . 

^eer (small) 


Edeeyaii. 

Dl-be-lut 
I-chep-w^li 
Mri-ra-pu-lu-ft 
Wll-la-pTn-nysa 
Le-pTl-l-dl-li . 
Prd-kd-ttl- pe- 
al-la 

Tii-lape 
0 -ilii-bi-ed-dali 
Ru-le-d . 
E-konk( 5 -aum 

So-sa 


Mdh-Willla-bi . 
As above 
Bu-cliio ' ^ , 
El-bcn-ne 
E-chu-kd 
LobbVIbah 

Lftbi-lo-bTtab . 


A-lii-rT-butii . 
Hu-iim-ma 
E-lii re-bu-huii- 
nd t 


Umpo-illi 

Seebi 


Ddalla, or 
Gameroons. 


Ya 

Uta 


Gipu 

Du • 

Mossia-iya- 
C(»ssi , 
Langai 
Ittiti-capo 
Bamba 
Nunga-gob 
Topo-J)obri-oa 
Nungo 
Inimo 
Miynga . 
Kriim 
Uba-ilongl 
Mia byuibi 
angtf 

Dipatinia • 
Kai 

Usu . ' . 

Mu-ti 1 i 

Supau 

Lui . . ' 

Idiba-suba . 

Suba-a-tomba 


Dau-bi 

Bonki 

Acuba-lubi . 

EiuLoa-bunbi 
Poimi 
Bail . 


BiMDiAy 




ElTinbah 
As above . 
Bu-tliu 
Wu-ryl-bdcd 
Bu-nd-botam 
Ya-kekd 

IJJasi . 


Umbab 


Fisiimen. 


De-cii-bu 

Cu 

liT-rali 

Un-ddli 

YT-rl-brih 


Nyina-mdli 

Moroebo (k) 
0 su (k) 
O-sii-mc-bd^K^ 
O-kri-ikra (k) 

0-kim-boab,K 
Drill u (k) 
Bwi (k) 
Fllatambfl (k) 



446 


APPENDIX. 


English. 

Deer (large) 
Duck . 
Damp . 
Dangoroujii 
Dark . 
Dead . 
Dear . 
Deep . 
Diflcreiit 
Direct . 
Dirty . 
Distant 
Double 
Dry 
Dew 
Dinner 
Damage (v) 
Dance (v) 
Danger 
Decay . 
Depart 
Destroy 
Die 

Dine . 
Disagree 
Discover 
Distribute 
Divide . 
Double 
Dream 
Drag . 
Draw water 
Dress (v) 
Drink (v) 
Drown 
Dry . 

Evil 
Earth . 
Evening 

Ebb-tide 
Every day 
Eye 

Eyebrow 


1 ^DEEYAIT. 

■ Cho-dh . 

Ditalla, or 

Cambhoons. 

• Eng-qua 

1 Achi-sTl-li 

E-a -sill-lab 

Iliba . 

Brichid . 

Mu ititti 

i Ob-wab . ^ . 

i Ruta-rdbd 

Mawa 

! Bdji-nr-nb 

4 

i At-il-aui 

Ititi-capo 1 

] E-etta-A quacbd| 

• ^ I 

! Bltdkd . . j 

No-si I’angi 1 

1 Otd . . ‘ 

,Tucu 

1 O-ri-pai-lii . ■ 

Talii-biba 

i Eu-Tho-kd 

1 Gang! ; 

i . . i 

Has 1 

! . , i 

Dainisa ' 

! ’ ’ i 

1 

Disi yangi ' 

i 

Kngomo | 

! 

Bungo 1 

i • • j 

Burro 1 

' • • i 

Alla •• i 

ii * • 1 

Yaniasi " 


Mawa 

! * ‘ 

Dft-misai; 

1 * I 

1 . * "! 

MuU^nga 

i . . 1 

Pomlimo 


Bimbia. 


EQ-gd-sdli . 





AcliT-bweb 


•weh 


Bo-bilh'^ . 
Watd 


j Songo-songo 
I l*assi-biba 
Bibas 

‘J )otti 
Tua 

Tua-miralia 

Pongo-toki 


Myngo 
Awa miniba 
Jangi 
Bobi . 
Minyangarro 
I biamo 


Bow&h,. 

I Okd-mah 
j Nok-kd 
' Brii-brud-du . 


Miralj^a girni 
Risi rii i 
Miso . 
Ki-kili 


Mota-bubi . 
Maii-jah 
Mdmbi-sc- 
muB a-rTb5 
E-bl-baiigt . 

Lisso . 


PlfiUMKN. 
Bali-jM'i (k1 


Dec-cu-i)u 

Wa-ou-ri 

WT-rdh 

Mdmani 
TT-u-y 
GT (k) 
Gl-na-nj (k) 



English. 

Eyolaih 

Ear 

Elephant 
Early . 
Easy . 
Empty 
Enough 

Entire . 
Efjiuil . 

Evil 

Elcpliant’s 

trunk 

Ewe 


Eat 

El)b . 
Enihark 
End 
Enslave 

Entertain 

E(juni . 
Escape 
Elsewlie/e* 
Enougli 
Fire . 
Flood . 

Fog . 
Flood-tide 
Fast (month) 
Fast (day) 
r riday 
Farm . 
Forest . 

Fetiche man 

Flowers 

Fork . 

Fishing-line 

Father 

Freeman 

Forehead 


Edeeyah. 

I-piip-pa 

U-lut-tu 

Baeciiso 
E-wiit-to 
AT-se-ehi 
Okii-tom-dli . 

Sia-si- will! ala 

Achi-kdiid 

Bhi^lribi 


Boso 

Bii-a-pdh • 
Etupd . 


E-hTd di 
Biittd-boa-a-hd- 
ate 


ImatK , 

Busiidi . 
Bo-yaim 

E-pul-1 u 


APPENDIX. 


DuallaJ or 
Cameroons. 
I pupa-misn 
Matni 


Btmb^. 

Ditoh 

En-joco 


Ittiti bainasi 
Hiima-ittiti I 
No-inapula- 
dijjapi 
Visi visi 
Cajpo 


Musungji mi 
yania 
Mami ma 
hauri 
Da . 
Yn-benga . 
A-nfungi . 
Aburis 
Pory-mpe- 
combi 

Mungo huma- 
mapuha 
^ Capo •. 

Boiybi • . 
Humii-dipipi 
Lou . 

Ve-ah 


E-tutu ' . I 
Mi raba^bengn' 


We-ah 
E-bi tumbt 
Barca 
E-bi-tumbi 


0-sala-waum 


MuiidTi misi 


Mun-dah . 
Lu-bj . 


Biuru 

Masso 

Misungajobbi 

Sa^go 

Bombu . ; 


MoteX-ldbo . 


Ml-il-suh . 
Mu-slngah . 
San-gdh • . 
Con-jah 
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Fishmen. 

Gi-wii-wt (k) 
Nug-weli (k) 
Du-ah (k) 


Nah 
Fe dh 
Drhu 
Nl-a-ni 

A-bd-du 

NeT-ry-/fl-drih 

We-mdii 

CrT-bdh 

Gre-soli 


Punidh 

Pai 

Ml 

SdlT-du 
Dit-ou-rali (k) 
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I^DEEYAH. 

flUALLA, OR 

Cameroons. 

Face . 

Bu-s5h , 

Bousu 

Foot . 

Dlkotft . 

Itindi-mindi 

Finger . 

Bm-n^ . 

Muni , 

Feathers 

BT-r;t-tSh 

, , 

Fever . 

Ebopi . 

Ididdi 

Friend . 

Byssiium an(' 
Bubi 

Dikoin 

Fish . 

En-jhu-a 

Su-el^ , 

Fly (a) . 

Gingi . 

Pood . 

*Bu-rak-(V 

• 

Fat . 

Ba-hab>ba 

Di ongi 

Far 

0-t5 . 

Jjum 

Fast . 

Bacciisft and Be- 
upT 

Fearful 

Illa-saia 


Feeble . 

E-au-bo-tii 

Ittiti-gia 

Few . 

WT-a-wTiih 

Tttiti gita 

Fierce . 

Annaba 

Fine . 

Web-wiib 

Bam 

Firm . 

BulxWul-d-bu 


First * 

Ldu-ehi-a 

Iinbusa 

Flat . 

pbah-a-bat-& . 


Foolish 

Sl-e-kl . 

Ilima 

Fresh . 

Babe 

• } 

« Soma^ikom 

Friendly 

Bu-i-sa um 

Full . 

E-dt . 


Future, 

Eld . 


Fowl . 

En-co-hd 

U-bah 

Face (v) 


Busil 

Faint (v) 


Mawa 

Fall . 

. * . 4 

Cau 

Faster , 
Past^v) 


Tynga 


Nomada 

Fatigue ^ 

Feed . 


Dutu 

1 

Da and Tapa 

Fear . 


Brujra 

Feast . 


Da indiu 

Fetch . 


Umala-munga 

Fight . 


Vengi 

Fill . 


Alundi 

Finish . 


Aburia, 

Flog , . 

«) , 

Dlpa f 

Ply (v) 


Amapuma 


BruBU. 


Lu-£U 


Cu-bah 


Fisbmen. 

GTb-wSli (k) 
Bopf (k) 

Ge (k) 
Swa-na-nl (k) 
OkitrS (k) 
Bai 

Nl-nu (k) 
Ku-uh (k) 
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Fold iij) 

Forget 
Free (make) 
Formerly 
God . 

Good . 

Grass . 
Gunpowder . 
Green . 

Gums (mouth) 

Gown . 

Giiy . 4 

Gentle . 

Giddy . 

Glad . 

Good . 

Groat . 
Greedy 
Guilty . 

Gun , 

Girl . 

Goat , 

Goods , 

Give . 

Go . • . 

Grow , 
Gradually , 
Heaven 
Hell . 

Hour (an) . 
Harvest 

House . 

Hook . 
Husband (ii) 
Headman 
Head . 

Hair . 

Heart , 

Heel . 

Hand . 

Horn . 

^air (goats)! 
VOL. H. 


Edeeyah. 


Ril-pi 

.15uub-W(ih 


Dualla, or 

Cameroons. 

Outiri 

Avangasi 

Unga 

Ihii-bai 

Aluba 

Ham . 


Tu-illa-lo-quam Bikoko 
Gisch 

Wild-wilo 


N ok-o-biib-bo 

Bu-tu-ku 

K-so-ki 

Oma-bThrt 

Ses-sl 

llle-kd-ll‘otc . 
Sd-rupa-rupa . 
Bdudkd-fMva 
Etata . 

• • 

Umpddi 


Lubued . 
Md walUibT 


Ichu-bd . 

ST Id-bd . 
Bulah . 
Butuku-bd 
E-til-a . 
I-sTl-la . 
Blach? , 
Dlkd-tu-iia 
Bl-eUa . 
Beh-liah 
E-sT-ba , 


Yama-mi- 

duinba 


Yndim 
llima . 

^ Ungani 
Muna muto 

•Bima 
Ontil 
Aniala 
Ama yala 
Son-s»ii ■ 


Ikika-bua 
bassi 
Andabo 
Jobbi .• 
Momi 
Bang . 
Milopo 
lyau . 
Malimma 


BimbiA« I Fishmen. 


Ldbali . Nisrali 

BullT • I En changa 

. I PT-rd 

Pyndi • . i Pu-munii 

•I 

/ . ;Ni-en-tT-md,K 

. , ; N’liu-sequi, k 


Cau-si ; Pu 

I 


Mombi . i Ye-du (k) 

Dumitli . Cull (k) 

Ibis-cab . Tlbi iiu um 

E-bdndi . : Bly-cdnftidali 

Hiiwoli . KaT 

Yd-lii . WiiT 

Mdtii . . Hiii-nu 

Md-yiii-dT-m Mti-pali 
Mupd . i Deb-bu (k) 
Sowih , N’luid (k) 

. . j Suna-tlbl(K) 

. * .ft I Bu si lab (k) 

. . i DT-d-que (k) 

Blami (k) 
Me-i (k) 

2 G 
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Hat 

Handkerchief 
Hen . 
Hawk (a) 
Handsome . 



Heavy 
Healthy 
High . 
Honest 
Hot . 
Hungry 

Hoe ! 
Horse . 
Honey . 
Hate . 
Hear . 

He is , 
Here . 
Iron pot 

Indian corn 
J uju books 

Infant . 

Idle . 

Ill . 
Infirm . 
Interior of 
coi«:itry 
Jealous 

Joyful . 

Just 

Ink . 

Iron 
Ivory , 
Indigo . 
Increase 
I am . 


I^iDEEYAlI. 

i 

Dualla, or 
Gameroons. 

Bimbia. 

E bu"ta . 

lamba 

• 

Enca-ri-ota . 

Mami-ma-uba 

Mfilt . ’ . 

E ko-kii 
Web-well 

Nama bl h<5 

Ga bam 


A-bob-bu 

Bambi 


0-u’ ta . 

e 


. MT-bT-lul 

Diboa ittiti 


Copl-ii-lKikb . 

Moni-gita 


Bo tTt ta 

Nosybi-giba 


Hu-we . 

I dyd di 


En-gal-lii 

• « 

Gi 

Aundi 

Dibii 

Yama 

Bombo-illi 

Syn^ 


• • 

• • 

• • 

Masinga 

latyn 

Hyn * , 



Wongo-ma- 

Yungdh 


kara 


« • 

4 

• 4 

• i 

Bu-le-we-ld- 



bdh 

Bdlai . 

Muna-yssani 

Md-kh-tu . 

Epi 

I b^lla 


RT-pa 

Ed-bdtd 

Bote Id * 

Mabra 

!« 

A-niib-ba 

No semba 


i 

tinu 

1 

Alama-b7h5 , 

, 


A-n5-pTn-nI . 

1 

No da huma 


butto 


# « 

Huma tria 



callatu 


E-a-aii . 

Mokoko 


t 

• • • 

Abau|*o 



Mapia 


, , 

Yaca son 


. 

Emba 



Fishmen. 

Ba-krSh (k) 
Wu sand! (k) 
So-u-noh (k) 


Ple-ah 

srdi 

DT-fru 

Dib lubl 
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Ivey • . 

Kuile . 

King . 

Knee . 

Kind . 

Kirk . 

Kill . 

Light . 

Like . 
Lightning 
Loiif . 

Lime . 

Ljiuip . * 

Lock . 
Lahourer 
Li]) 

Leg . 

Lame , 
Leopard 
Largo . 

Last . 

Lazy . 

Left behind 
Idght (weight) 
Like(v) ' 
Little 
Like (adjec.) 
Lung . 

Loose . 

Loud . 

Low 
Lucky . 

Liver . 

Lion . 

Laugh . 

Lie 

Lie down 
Lift 

Line . 

Lock . 

Look . 
Loosen . 

Lose , 


Edeeyah. 

Dualla, or 
Cameroons. 

Ln-d-])?! . 
O-Kichi 

E-dij 

Bobd-wdbd 

Duendi 

Ehinga 

Dibuuga 

• 

Assosymo 

Bas 

Ochi . ’ . 

MAttiti 

Busdchi 

Ilia-aluba . 

Sc-bii-iim 

Biarki bungo 

• 

• 

I ntian 

Dalli . 

Biliikd . 


Lu-beb-bd 

I piipi mid 


ariilba 

Lu piil-la 

Nnndi 

O-sfi-da . 

• 

• 

Botfi bdtt • . 

Yndin din 

Eiinabi-hd 

Siicanna 

E-hi 

, ^ • 

Kd-tiT urn 

* Diia ihiito , 

At ta rTchi 
Achid>ti 

i 

Bo-co-co-no . 

Yssari 

A chi-y rkq-nd 

• 

Bd-la-bd-td* . 

Baba 

A-rlbi 

0 

E-he-ah . 

Dili dyndima 

Syntd-syiita . 

Aniasi 

Ru-wah 


• ' 1 

Banga 

Engjirt 

Myo 

Naiiga ’ 

• 

Naiigani 

Assuma 

Ga inani 

CoSpe 

Comba 

• 

Unga 

Yaniasi 


Bimb<7\. 

Ihu-waiii 
Bu-tin 
Eng-bangh , 


Melli.* . 
E-hi-iin d<!ii* 
'eah 


AV 


E-pe-mi 

I-ia-li 


Fishmen. 

Bireh 

Bul-lj-oh 
Ku-ri-di bohjK 


N’riai 

NTiitia 

Betc-rrdi 

HLQ 

On-a-qiieh 
Kp rSh 
Gr>-bfth 
Ob-wep-wai 
Ka wf)k wai, K 

Boh (k) 
0-u-bii-narTn 
QT (k) 


2 a 42 
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Love . 

Moon . 
Morning 

Mid-clay 
Midnight 
Month . 
Monday 
Market 
Mortar to 
pound Indian 
corn 

Man (husband) 
Marriage 
Master. 

Man slave 
Mouth 
Medicine 
Musc[uito 
Monkey 
Mad . 

Many . 

Merry . 

Mild . 

Moist . 

Muddy 
Mist 
Mug . 
Mistress 
Mutton 
Measure 
Milk p) 

Miss 
‘Mix . 

Mock , 

Mourn . 

Much . 

More . 

North • 

Night . 

Nail . 

Net 

Nose . 

Neck . 


EI'EEYAH. 


Riii yah 
Obacii-chc-chu- 
10 

Bokfi . . 

Bochi6-ati 


Bu lah . 

Bu-yo-ani 

We-h(* . * . 

Buii-iho 
Slbii iifl . 
Mdbah . 

A lad -1 cho-hc*) 

I>uki-buk<" 

A:ua-bT-hd 

Lata-kai-di 

STIC 

BTtnkd . 


Onna 
B6 chio 
Ei\tuk6 * 
Lie bti . 
Dl-kek 6 
Yiikd . 


Dualla, or 
Cameroons. 
Sonda 
Mari . 


Misi . 
Ti-a-hiittu . 
Mauri niau 

Adiin\^ 


Moini 

Dibas 

I-ytti 

Micombi-inonii 
Midunibo . 
Vaiiga 

Ki lua 

Maboa-inju 

Gita 


Biingi 

Itutu 

Mabrndi 

A-i-ya 

Yama-bonni 

Mina 

Mi raba 

Gu-dirri 

Latta 

Lua* 

Ga-debrna 
Gita 
Saca son 

Butu • 
Tonno©^' 
Sippi . * 
Pimba 
Myngo 


Bimbia. 

En-gon-dah 
I lev("-wongah 

Nu-c'-si 
I bi yanid . 

Dibdh 


Md-tu 


Mdtuinbuh . 


SQmbdh 


Butui ' 
Tonsil 
DT-d toh 
M’biinbah . 


Fishmen. 

t 

Obdh 

NT-ry-il-rys- 
d r i 

Wain did 
Pyr-a Id 
Ob-bod-du 
NT nil mdh 
Wrhi-ah 
Sub 


l/ai-uu 

Oku-uu 

Ki 

Wdli (k) 

GT dT (k) 
Sii-ine ne (k) 
Gf-gi ri (n; 


Tor<1 

Bdniah 

Terah 

Mai a qua (k) 
Buk-ber-ri 
qiieh (k) 
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> avcl*. 

Nuil (finger) 
Needle 
Naked . 
Nasty . 

S ea r . 

Nr‘w . 


^ y d- 

N (j , 

(Jar 

(JVvster . 

Oil '' ''.liji) 

O'.I ‘ . 

0|»en , 
0|>|)oSi(o 
Oiioy . 

0]»eii ^v) 

Order , 

< Inee 
Plank . 

Plato , 

Pistol . • 
Paddle 
Person (a) 
Peojdo . 

Priest (Jui^u) 
Priest (cliant- 
ing) 

Palm- wine 
maker 
Palate . 

Pit of stomach 
Piip 

Palm of hand 
. . 
Parrot • 

Palo . 
Painful 
Past . 

Plain . 


Edeeyah. 

E che-kii 
BT-elteh 

E-lo-li 

Achi-weh-wa . 
link i-web wah 
Alld . 
l-lii-di 
Si he 
T-lu-di . 


Buseca . 


Enciipi . 
Buyf'Ii . 
Biich.i-nnwn^ . 
Buyeh-rupi . 
Botii KTin-o 

Bu-eh-bri 


Dijalla/ or 
Cameroons. 
Mitoddi 
landi . 
Dundocku . 

Bohi 

Ittiti Turn 

I , 

Pi ani 
Idolii 
Turn turn 
Conuapi^i son 
Tatima 
Pii can^a . 
Kiango 
Ainsa 
Midun 
Ituti cosi 
Phubusa 
Singi , 
Aduba 
Saiigar 
Uiigeniy | 
5 Bibanfim 
Nuiwgan •. 
Alukyi 
Pyi . . 

Monii 
Batoi . 


Bato-malingi 


J-iTppah . 
KT-chl . 
A-beii-ili 
BT-ellfi-willa 
E-sulld . 

En c« . 

E-o te-rl-a 
Ru-puh 
Enno bTko 
O-C-la-lii 


Moiu inidaraba 
Dibuiii 

Jiti dra 
Qua . 
Engusu 

% 

Alabaii 


I Ri-iilni . 

I Bita 
I Bu lo-ld 
1 M>ul-lri . 

I Tu-i-e tain 

I 


Bimbia. 

i 


Paki 


Best 
Moki . 
Pdki . 


En go-all 
En go-sdl 


PiSHMEN. 

Kem-lai (k) 
Dia-k5-uali,K 
Djh (k) 


Tabdh 

Mani-a bu 
War-roll 

U-irdi 

D’rhiou 


Memo-pu-yo 

Dad-i-woh(K) 
NMi (K) 

Qua-quid-ni, K 
Bol (k) 
Kitt-wIrrT (k) 
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Poor . 
Pretty . 
Pai)er . 
Pepper 
Pain . 

Pay 
Pick up 
Play . 

Pour • 
Prepare 
Pull . 

Pull down 
Push . 

Put 

Palm nut 
Put down 
Queer . 
Quick . 
Quiet . 
Quarrel 
Bain . 
Rainbow 
Rainy season 
Rains (after 
the) 

Rice , 

Root . 
Room . 

Roof . 

Rope • 

Red djger 
Red earth 
• Rare . 

Red 
Raw . 
Ready , 

Real . 

Rich . 
Right . 

RijiC • 

Rotten . 
Rough . 


Edeeyah. 

Si balda 
Web Avi^h 


f 



I 0-so-tali 
I Bac-ca-soh 
! Wc-e-pu 

i 

I Lolah . 

! * w V 

i E-sii-bah 
i Elcbuc6-bo-so 

I Ciiba-cuba 
Bill ivu . 


Bu-sa-pb 

Cho-oh 

Bl-bm 

Obo-bo 

SMib ^ ’ 
Bwi-si-o pall 
Letts • 
Bu-tu-ku 
Si let-tS 
A-ho-chi« 

r- 

E-lam-wSh 

0-boh-b5 


I 1)UALLA» OR 

i Camehoons. 
. Till 

I Kalla-tu 
j Diingo 
I Syssi 
i j hi ishuri 
! Maponda 
i qiu 4 
; Klim 
I NangJt 
I Data 
! I)uta-a 8 si 
: Nyiiiiri 
i Ussi 

j Tcssy ussi 

I 

. : Vaniasi 

i 

* i^vongi 

• j Buah . : 

; luunga 
. ! A piipi 
. luibas I . 


. I Mianga 
An dabo-yssari 
Myniiuah . 

Me-siugah. 


I-inicha 


Bimbia. 


^ Buab . . : 

' Vungb . I 

Bu-ad)u . I 

Bu-U'Lmama ; 


Pa-kah * . I 
JVlfi-wi~anda- i 
woh j 

Mii-sTm-gah i 


Bang 

Lissurj*siili 
bam • 
Biborro 


Fisumen. 


NTu-im 

Pyr-ru 

Gc-rii 

Nl-pc-yd 

Bblb 
Ti l.eh 
BcVlu-rdi 
Kii-pa-iiii 

Pe-dl 
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Enolish. Edeetah. cliSJoN?. I 


Houn(i . 

Ring 00 

Raise . 

Bul-lTp 0 

I-ondo 

Siima 


Road . 


Muba-callati 


Refuse . 

• • 

No mapula 


Remain 

• 

Ga 


Return 


Tyrnba 


Rum . 

Rise 

Bahu 

As Ana 


Row 

• 

Dug, 


Run 


Gall a 


Sun 

Itdki . * . 

Aluba 

E wi . 

S]»ent . 

Moh . 

• 

• • 

Spirit (cvil> 

Moli-wal-lal)i . 

* , 

Elimbah 

Star 

Jette-walli 

Gingatti 

Sumbi 

South . 

Sea . 

Op-wda 

Ild-hah . 

Miraba yndin 

Manya-mo- 

Smoke . 

E-u-tu . 

• 

I tutu 

d^ma 

I-tu-tu 

Shadow 

ErikcVrTki . 

Idinga-idinga 

E-luT-gS 

Stream (a) . 

ST-sep-])ah 


Mdhi-mosali 

Sluing (water) 

. • 

Miraba tongo 

K-sd-ni mdmbd 

Sun rise . i 

Obadi chi-chu io 

Idaba 

I-live wan^h 

Sunset . . ! 

W atq 

, IbiaiTK) 

Mdmbi-s&- 

1 

Slirub . . . 


« • 

iniina riba 

Stone . 

1-te 

Dalli . * . 

. 

Spoon , 

, 

Jui 

Ngd-lah . 

Sword . 

• * 

Puiifakau . 

Pd-c6h 

S])car . 

• 

Jungoh 

Wi-edn-goh 

Sling . 

Em-pulla 

• 

• 

• 

Saw (a) 

Sano 

Bun-gall 

Sail (a) 

Lurdi 

Bunga 

Sister . 
Servant 

Bu-T-tam 

O-bd-lI-yii 

Ettatti andabo 

• 

Stranger 

Bu-rl-ba 

• 

Md-ku-mi . 

Slave, domestic 

, , 

Me kiim-bi . 

Singing man 

* 

- 

• 

Blacksmith . 

» • 

. 


Skin 

Lut-4u • 

Jibo . 


Side . 

Dl-kek-ko 

Passa aijubo 


Spittle 

Tu-a-i . 

I^f-borri 

•• 

Smell . 

0-md-rdi 

Imiinba bobi 


Sheep . 

En-chod-du . 

Bur-ri 

Bulumbo-calla 


Fishmen. 


Waigh ! 
Wham -loll 
DtVaT bu 
Ny-ali 

U-riili 

N?i-ca-loh 
I-ri-wah 
Me-liib-neh 
Nyn gueh 
NT-y*T ru 
Win 

Pits 
SI oh 
Ml-nali 
Kop-li 
PlT-o-boh 


Bru-kili 


Dabi 

Ki 

BlTo^ 

[J-mu-na (k) 
Diik-ku (k) 
Pd-ro que (k) 
O-pu-tu-dii, K 
E-pe-nu (k) 
Bogr&h (k) 



456 


APPENDIX. 


English. 

Squirrel 
Ditto, flying 
Shark . 
Snake . 

Salt . 

Sad . 

Safe . 
Same . 
Savage 
Scarce . 
Shady . 
Sharp . 
Short , 
Sick . 
Silent . 
Silly . 
Simple 
Sinful . 
Single . 
Sleepy . 
Slow . 
Smooth 
Small . 

Soft 
Sour . 
Square 
Steady 
Steep . 
Still . 
Stupid . 
Sudden 
Sure 
Sweety . 
Spade . 

Shoo . 
Stocking 
Say . 
Seize . 

See 

Sell . 
Sew 
Shake . 
Shame . 


Edeevah. 

Busk)pi 
I-ba-he 
En-co-pa 
Nap-pa . 
Bohali . 

Achi a maba , 
Aha-dpi ^ 
Achi a-kon no 
In obu-pd 
iOko-ko-no 
E-riki riki 
O-biik-ka 
Bon-tu-bontii 
E-rupa . 

Achi a-tdld 
Sl-e-ki . 

At a nabd a 
Bu-sal-la-bi 
Bu-IT 
To Id . 
Aclii-ri palii . 
Silu di 

Eu-kdk-diid . 

Q-bottu-bottii . 

Kl.s-si 

Os-sd-ab 

Aclil-a-pa-hu 

A-}M-yiu 

AchT-a-pa-hii 

Se-ki 

Bac-ca-f;d 

At-a-ou-di 

Bd-uo-cho 


I^UALLA, OR 

Cameroons. 


Bimbia. 


Dom . . ! 

Yama-babba | 
Wanga. 1 
Aganappi i 


I hungu 


Cupo 


i 


Di wouri | 

I&unga I 

Ma boa I 

No topo 
Ju-ittiti gita j 


Mapula coyo ; 
Iftiti bim a^ ! 

I Harry 
Bot,ti botii^ 
Apuina 


Bonibo 
Dibono lua- 
kara 
Bitainbi 
Huma pinia 
Topo 
Caca 
Umba 
Ardassi 
Banga**" 
Asauri 
Sou 


PiSIIMEN. 


KT ah (k) 

Sir re (k) 
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English. 

Sliooi . 
Sleep . 
Sing . 

Sit 

Sneeze . 
Snore . 
Sj^eak . 

Sj)it 
Split . 
Steal . 
Steer . 
Stretch 
Strike .. 
Swallow • 
Sweep , 
Swim . 
Scorpion 
Slowly. 
Thunder 
Time . 
To-day 
To-iuorrow 


Town . 
'iVee . 
Trader • 
Tooth . 
Tongue 
Throat 
Thigh , 
Too 
Tliuiub 
Tail . 
Taste , 
Touch . 

Tears , 
Turtle . 
Tall . 
Tame . 
Thick . 
Thin . 
Thirsty 
Tidy . 


Edeeyah. 

r 


E-kii-ku 

Le io . * 
O-haddt* * 


Dualla, or ' 

Cameroons. 

Numiri 

Coyo 

Tiyjgo 

Garsi 

Gassi 

Gudi 

Topo 

Tci 

Audi 

Giha 

A-om hi se 

Nako-W 

Di-pa 

Nammis 

Tuta 

Yavi 


Gypga 
Son-son 
Ungari aluba 
* * * 
Inga . . ; 

Kara . . 1 


Bim^ia. 


Mo-kii-li . 
Ihili . 
Ya-wun 


Kekt! . 


Be ria . 
Buti . 
Kota. 
Bello . 
Lo-heh b 
Nyiiko •• 
E-pjis-sb 
Be-nis-sii 
Enelle . 
Bu-sl-kb 
o-sdi-irdi 
Si-ii-i 


• BoaV 
Bu«go • 

Inuinga 
Ilinje . 
luiigo 

Dibihhi 

Mimmi 

Miindo 

Mikika 

S;ip.a. . 


Bu-kah 

» • 

• • 

Ilcmeh 


Be-Ia 

K-srq)-])uss5-pu 

Buto-hoto 

Stdl(> 

Bbte-wote 

Bii-kok-o-iib . 

Nan-a-h& 

A-weh well 


Mi sauri 
Kku . 

Balia 

\^^dcn-gita 
Ifrtiti ynden 
Ungo-ganji 


Eku 


Fishmen. 


J^h I 
A 1 1 
N’Tn ei 
N’nin-oi inai- 
rai 

Nil bbh 
Tu-id-u 
Peiiupu-y6h,K 
Ne ! (k) 

Mil ! (k) 

KT rii-rii (k) 
Wa heb-bl, k 
Bu yell (k) 

Dl a ici^ah; K 
NT-ne-qiioh, K 
N a-e-w6 (k) • 
Bii-uin-nati- 
tege (k) 

Mt (k) 

Du-bu-ah (k) 
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English. 
Tired . 

True . 
Tailor . 
Trowsora 
Thread 
Taste (v) 
Tear (v) 

Tell . 

Tie . 
Trample 
Tremble 
Twist . 

Thou art 
Uncle . 
Uncommon . 
Ugly . 
Uneasy 
Unfair 
Unfit . 
Unhappy 
Unjust 
Unkind 
Unlike 
Unripe 
Upper . 
Upri^^ht 
Usual • 
Village 
Vein . 

Voices. 

^Vain . 

Ver^ . 
Vicious 
Violent 
World . 
Water . 

Wind . 

Well of water 
Water (hot) . 
Week . 


Ei^eeyaii. 

At-tu-pi 

Let-te . 


I 

i • ^ 


BT-ftl)-wT (ill 
Achi-wcb wall 
Obotu-bdto 
I STchT web weh 
I A chi web W(jh 
i Nama bl hd 
'[ Alaba cludll-li 
j A/-a-hri*ain 
I A-tal-a Itu di . 

Wil d-wTl 0 
I Tfui pi lamp wall 
A>s6-chi 
Ni las-sa 


115 

En chaum , 
Enta hddi-lal lo 
Bus-sa-labi 
Achi-bul-la . 
0 ch6-m6 ma . 
Bdpi 

Ewiid-dud-tu . 

• 

Bopi wa-hu-wi 
BTl(5-raha-al-an 
he 


Ditalla, or 
Oameroons. 
Uutu yaba \ 
embai 

Ititu sabonga 

Momi banga 

Loki 

Iminga 

Kichi 

Yam«ni 

Saiiga 

Tynga* 

Dakirri 

IVbassua 

A-osso 

Oa 

Jiti . 

Sidoli. 

Ititu barn j 


Ititu capo I 


Bambi 

Miraba 

Goh! 

I 


Bimbia. 


^ymba lam 


Maiijah 
Mari-b5 
Engdi * 
Mo-tum-ba 

Sambt 


Fishmen. 


I Mi kah 


Wi-wi 

Teiigiieminc 

(k) 

O-piis-su-rc 

w 


Abli-bre ga 
Nl! 

l)u-su riih 
Nymbe reh 

Wymb-soh 
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English. Edeeyah. Cameroon^ Bimjjia. Fishmen. 

WoiRtiii . Wy Ru>um • Muto . . Mytu . Oko-nu 

Wi<low . Ob!-l-wi . Mi kusa . . , O-mC 

Writer of . . .... Ku! 

clinrnis 

Wrist .... • • . Kii-bani boli 

(^) 

Wing . . A-jm-pa . M a papa . . . Swa-na-ni(K) 

AVoiind (a) . E-pud-diJ . A Virri bango . , . J)e-e-trob (k) 

W aistclctli . . . . . . . , Da-ru (k) 

Wildcat • CliT pall . InJ^uyssari *. . Queh! (k) 

AVhito . . Bo-to-toh . Mi san gab 

AViiriii . . Hu-wi . . Ididdi . 

Waste . , O-kap-pa 

AVeak . Aclii-bob-6 

AA^cary , Katfipi 

AA^elJ , . Chio-Ji bi ho . Bam 

Wat . . Bo-ifd-tu . I»oppi 

AA^ickod . Bfisal-la bi 

AVidc . . 0 batto-dbiitto 

AA'^ild . . As-siil a buclio 

AViiit . , . . • Talla 

AV^filk . . , .• Tanga 

AVaiit . . . . Mapulla 

AVrilo . . . * .1 Tira * 

AV^c fire . . . BiiJi) • 

AVhero * . . . Dia hama 

A’ain season . Ill subMi 

A’outli (a) . B(Vco-co no . Inijysa . Mokutii Dip wi 

V'ollow . 0-})U-6 til , 

Vains . . BilO , . Bus 

Young . Bolrd . . Isidiim 

You aro . . , Oa visi 

Yesterday . . . Caro | 



NUMERALS. 



Ebeeyau. 

Dua^la, or 
Cambroons. 

Bimbia. 

1 

Biilli . 1 . 

Hau . 

®Yd-kd . 

2 

E-pa *. 

Ibab . 

Bibiih . . . 

3 

Be ta 

Vlal-lo 

' Bi la-lr>b 

4 

Bi-in-le . 

Iiiai . 

Bi ni . 

5 

Beto 

Bitaino * . 

BI ta ndli 

6 

Baliii 

Ma tomba . 

Md-tfi-bab 

7 

Rdh-ia-wum . 

Samba 

Sy-am-bili 

8 

Bi-el la-ki-tdpa 

Soinbi 

Sonibai 

9 

Bi-ell a-ki-top^-la 
bull! 

Dibu . 

Di bu ka 

10 

Bi-u . « 

Duni . 

I-sac-cii 

11 

Bi-ul-la-'\vulli . 

Duin <li wa . 

Imicca-iia Yoke 

12 

Bi-a-by-jift 

Diim di bAs . 

Lsaccii nn bibiili 

13 

Bi-u-lii-be ta 


Lsacca-nil-bi la-ldli 

14 

Bi-u-la-bi-W-li? . 


iBacca-iia-Biiii 

15 

E-bl-e-6 / 


iBHCCiVna-bitaiirdi 

16 



Isacca na Motii bah 

17 


' 1 

iBacea na sy-ambai 

18 

■ • 


Isacca nil i sdinbrii 

19 



iBacca na di buka 

20 

Iclll . 

• • < 

Dub! 

30 



Su Jd-lQb " 

40 

Bach 1 - la-pa .* 


Suni 

50 

Bd-ra-pa . 

* 

Su-tii-ndh 

60 ' 

%» 


Mot d bah 

70 



Sy-am-bai 

90 

. 

* • • 

E bii call 

100 

Berra 'wito 

. . • 

E-bii-ki-ah 

200 

Bi ry-pa . 


Bi bia we bSh 

300 

Berra-bi til . ^ 


Bi bdki-i-la-16h 

400 

Berril-bi-elJi? 


Biboki-i bi ni 

500 

f • 


Bibdkl-i-bl ta nob 


Bamboko. 

.1 a yokoli 
Bia l)il)-aki 
Bia bi-la-lo 
Bia-l)irii 
Bia bitfih 
Bia motohah 
Bia disamba 
Bia wanibi 
Bia bi bu ka 

Bia bi unii 



ON THE KRU, EDEEYAH, AND BIMBIA LANGUAGES. 
By R. G. Latham, M.D. 


The first of tlioso vocabularies is that of the Kru language, or 
the language of the Krumen, of the Grand Bassa, between Cape 
Mesurado and Cape Palmas. 

TIk^ value of any philological data for these ])arts may be 
measured by the fact, that, with the exception of tlie sterile 
tracts between Bengucla and the Orange River, on the west, 
and the so-called kingdoms of Inhainbano, Sabra, Sofala, Manica, 
and Botonga, between Delagoa Bay and the Mozambique, on 
tlie cast coast of Africa, no portipn of the whole sea-board of 
that continent is so little known to the ethnographical philologist 
as the whole tract between the Sherbro River an# the Gold 
Coast. North and south ^ of thi^ line we have, comparatively 
speaking, a sufiiciency of hiateyals fqr the purposes of a rough 
philology, in the vocabularies for the tribes around Sierra Leone 
and the Ashanti country, respectively; for the intermediate 
tract we have, indepoiidcnt of.Captain Allen’s and Dr. Thom- 
son’s vocabulary, the following data only. 

1. A Kru vocabulary, collected by, Mrs, Kilham, at Sierra 

Leone, republished in the Outline of a Voeahidary of a few of ih^ 
Vrincix>al Languages of Western and Central Africa, compiled 
for tlie use of the Niger Expedition.-^'L^ii^ou, 1841. About 
90 words. • 

2. A Bassa vocabulary. Ditto, About 90 words. 

3. A Grebo translation of the Gospels. ^Published by the 
American Missionary Society, at Capo Palmas. This is known 
to the present writer by report only. 

That the Bassa and Kru Jlto dialects of^ne and the same 
language is evident from the most cursory inspection of Mrs. 
Kilham’s glossaries ; and as such they are treated by Dr. Pri- 
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chard, iir the last edition of his African volume of the Physical 
History of MaVikind. 

That the vocabulary of Captain Allen and Dr. Thomson 
represents a slightly different dialect of the same language is 
evident from the following? table. 


ENGLISn. 


T. FignMAN. K. Kiiu. 

K. Bassa; 

Sun. 



waih V . 

. guiro . 

. iuro 

Moon 



oholi 

. ^tslio . 

. tsho 

Star. 


1 

nyah 

. napi . 

. (Ire 

Water 



ni t . 

. 'ui 

. iiieli 

Fire. 



nah . 

. iia . 

. ni 

Farm 



crihoh 

. kri* . 

• f?re 

Tree 



tucau 

. dll . 

. tslui 

Stone 



siou. 

. sobu . 

. sou * 

House 



kai . 

. sera • 

. boh 

Man 



ulali 

. nigu . 

. gai 




hainu 


. biot 

Woman 



osonu 

.* niono. 

. ni, mai 

Head 

« 


debbu 

. dubo . 

. dru 

Eye 

• 


gi . 

« • • • 

. iri 

Ear. 

s 


Ullgwcll . 

« 

. du 

Mouth 

siil 


woh 

' 

, inong 

Foot 



hope 

. song . 

. so 

Arm 

• 


<'Oll . 

* • 

. mh^hand 

Pig . 

• 


boi . C 

.4 * • 

, beni 

Cow 

« 


sioh. 

. bili . 

. bliine • 

Sheep 



boquah . 

. baua . 

. blabi 

Fish 



ninu 

. ni . 

• ziiiii 


And here it may be observed, that the Fishman word for stm 
(wai/i)j although ‘different from the Kru and Bassa (^uiro, iuru), 
exactly the same as the following:— 

English sun. 1 Tapua chi. 

Ashanti ouia, • I Popo onei. 

Fanti euia. f Ibu aua. 

find probably the ijame as the Bongo word veia = fre. 

The substantial correctness of the three vocabularies is ensuretl 
by such a comparison of the pi’cvious one ; a copiparison which, 
nevertheless, still Iraves the probability of certain accidental and 
unavoidable* errors in detail. Thus, in Mrs. Kilhaiffs voca- 


* Kura=iield ; Kru of Kilham. 
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biliary, three different ideas are expressed by the words dru 
and dre. 

Head =dru - - Bassa. 

Star =drc - - Bassa. 

Wash=dro - * Bassa . 

This is unlikely ; at least it is less likely than an error on 
the part of the Collector. 

From these three vocabularies we Sro enabled to draw a few 
infcrence>s, even in regard to Ifche grammatical iltructurc of the 
Kru dialect. 

3 . 1 1 is not difliciilt to see that composition occurs to a con- 
siderable extent in the Kru languijjge. 

(1.^6?6=cyo, ^/-nani=<»y€-brow, yt-wawi=cye-lash. 

(2.) /)<i&-wi=child, c^A6-rubc= infant. 

(3.) water, ^ie-lubruh=r stream, ^?y?i-guoh= spring. 

2. Respecting tho termination ‘6^, ba, pa^ two statements may 
bo made. 

1 (a.) That it is no part of the root, or original words. 

Head =(iu-io, Kru ; dru, Bassa. 

Kru; jiuiai, Bassa. 

2 (6.) That it appears m othe^ African languages^with a simi- 
lar ij on-radical *power. • ^ 

Good=om, Ashanti; otCy Fanti; ote-pa, Bassa, of Kilhani. 

Takc=??a7^>t-bi, Kru, of Kilham; neke, Tapua. 

3. Respecting n at the begiiyiing of words, it may be asserted 
that it is frequently i^ion-radical. 

Cook =Ma-pinde, Kru;, pic, Bitssa. 

Drink =?ia-iii, Kru; na, Bassa. 

Give =?^ft-nicm, Kru; niio, Bassa. 

Hear = 72 rt-uru, Kru; urn, Bassa. 

See =:?ia-jio, Kru; je,* Bassa. 

Speak=?m-uru, •Kru; *uru, Bassa. 

Observe f that it is the Kru dialect where tho n occurs, and 
that it is the verbs that exhibit it. 

4. Respecting n at the end of words, it may also be asserted 
it is frequently non-radical. ^ 

Cow=bili, Kru; bliiw^, Bassa. 

Further minutiae of this kind may bo worked out by the study 
of even tho existing materials. 
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The broader question of the general ethnological affinities of 
the Krii dialect is the question, that, in the present state of our^ 
knowledge, is the most important. 

There is every reason to believe, that, although wc want 
information concerning the dialects of numerous localities on the 
Grain, Ivory, and Pepper Coasts, we are still in possession of 
a considerable amount o^‘ knowledge as to the affinities of the 
languages north and south of the ^ru ari'a. 

It is nof likely th.at, to the north, any language different in 
kind from those alrdady known w*ill be discovered between the 
Grain Coast and Sierra Leone, where yrc find tlic Bulloni, Tini- 
mani, and Susu languages, of the great Mandingo class. 

Nor is it likely that, to the south, any language diffoiont in 
kind from those already known will be discovered between th<i 
Gmin Coast and the Gold Coast, where wo find the Fanti, 
Ashanti, Acra, and other languages of the great Aslianti, or 
I bo- Ashanti chiss. 

Furtheniiore, even in respect to tlie interior, it is higljly pro- 
bable that we know, in Icind, the languages to the back of the 
Kru countfy. The Asokkp, or Sokko, a language of which 
specimens aVe given in the MithridaV:JS, and which is allied to 
the Mandingo, i^ stated ta bo CQutcrniiiious with the Ashanti; 
whilst the Kong and Garmau numerals of Bowdich, rein*cseiiiing 
languages ol the interior, are Mandingo also. 

Hence, it is probable that the Janguages of the Kru class arc 
conterminous with the languages of the Mandingo and Ashanti 
class — those terms being taken witli a general signification. 

^ Now, without goin;^ farther than Mrs. Kilham's tables, wc 
may safely make the three following statements. 

1. That the Kru h*nguages are by no means isolated; but 
that they have miscellaneous affinities with the languages witli 
which they are conterminous, and with the language of the west 
coast of Africa in general. 

2. That they have affinities with the Mandingo and Ashanti 
dialects more than with any others^, 

3. That tlfe evidence of tho folfcywing table is in favour of the 
Ashanti affinities being greater than the Mandingo. 



English 

bir<I. 

Kru 

11 lime. 

fiassa 

nah. 

Moko 

non. 

Ibii 

nnona. 

Ruugo 

nioni. 

Kongo 

nuni. 

Koraba 

iiiuc. 

English 

bowl. 

Kru 

popa. 

Timmani 

apcpe. 

English 

bowl. 

Bassa 

uru. 

Ashanti 

ok -lira. 

Benin 

fura. 

Bulloni 

kara. 

English 

buy. 

Kru 

na-tie. 

Ashanti 

toll. 

Fanti 

to. 

English 

door. 

Kru 

bungo. 

Ashanti 

opuno. 

Fanti 

opun. 

Akuonga 

binio. 

English 

drink. 

Kru 

nani. 

Bassa 

na. 

Fanti 

nani. 

Woloff 

iiaun. 

Akuonga 

uiu. 

Congo 

Dua. 

English 

ear. 

Bassa 

dll. 

Popo 

to. 

Fot 

ti. 

Ako 

eti. 

Ibu 

nti. 

Akuonga 

aitu. 

English 

eat. 

Kru 

die. 

Bassa 

di. 

Fanti 

die. 


YOL. II. 
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Appa 

• • 

JJ- 

Kissi 

4 ui. 

Timmani 

di. 

Congo 

dia. 

English 

eye. 

Bassa 

iri. 

Uhoba 

aru. 

EngliIii 

fire. 

Kru 

Ija. 

Bassa 

ni. 

Ako 

iiina. 

Akuonga 

ngo. 

English 

fish. 

Kru 

ni. 

Mandingo 

niiec. 

Biimbarra 

nyege 

Kossa 

niei. 

Pcssa 

nge. 

English 

fowl. 

Kfu 

• song. 

Bassa 

so. 

Bambarra 

sey.^ 

BiiHom 

soh.^ 

Congo 

susu. 

ENGtlSII 

foot. 

Bassa 

boh. 

Bullom 

bell. 

English 

give. 

Bassa 

niio. 

Popo , 

iiauc. 

English* 

goat. 

Bassa 

nri. 

Timmani 

uir. 

English 

grass. 

Bassa 

pi. 

Kissi 

puio. 

Bullom 

piii. 

English 

baud. 

Bassa 

sell. 

Ashanti 

ins^. 

English 

iron. 

Bassa 

no. 

Mandingo 

ne. 

2 H 
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ENOLisn 

large. 

Bassa 

U>tong. 

Ashanti 

otu. 

Fanti 

osu. 

Engusu 

mail. 

Bassa 

gai. 

Mandingo 

ke. 

English 

milk. 

Bassa 

noni. 

Mandingo^ 

* none. 

Bambarra 

noiH'. 

Kossa 

nuiie. 

Houssa 

IKlllO. 

English 

milk. 

Kru 

tsho. 

Bassa 

tslio. 

Appa 

oshia. 

Tapua 

ctzoh. 

Popo 

sung. 

English 

mother. 

Kru 

ni. 

Bassa 

ne. 

Ashanti 

niii. 

Popo 

iioi, &c. 

English 

mouth. 

Bassa 

inong. 

Benin 

mieno. 

English 

oil. 

Kru 

kina. 

Bullom 

kuainsia. 

English 

rice. 

Kru 

kuo. 

Fot 

liken. 

Bonin 

kounf 

English 

rice. 

Bassa 

mo. 

Ashanti 

oAio. 

English 

river. 

Kru 

ni~ba. 

Mandingo < 

brf: 

English 

salt. 

Kru 

to. 


Bassa 

tong. 

Popo 

die. 

English 

see. 

Kru 

na-jio. 

Bassa 

je. 

Appa 

dia. 

English 

sheep. 

Kru 

blabi. 

Bassa . 

bla. 

^Fulali 

bali. 

Kossa 

bari. 

English 

sleep. 

Kru 

naiiia. 

Bassa 

moll. 

Fanti 

iiainu. 

Karaba 

nainu. 

English 

stone. 

Kru 

sobre. 

Bassa 

sou. 

Ashanti 

obreo. 

Fanti ' 

abre. 

Koreri 

pell. 

Kif^d 

, pouch. 

English 

sun. 

Kru 

guiro. 

Bassa 

iuro. 

Ako 

oning. 

English 

take. 

Kru 

naukbi. 

Tapua 

neki. 

Houssa 

dauki. 

English 

tree. 

Kru 

til. 

Bassa 

tsher. 

Ashanti 

iduia. 

Fanti 

undrea. 

Karaba 

iti. 

* (English 

well, goo 

Bassa 

uireir. 

Woloff 

uier. 
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English 

woman. 


EftoLlSH 

wood. 

Kru 

niono. 


Kru 

ime. 

me. 

Pepa 

iienu. 


Bassa 

Popo 

nanu. 


Ashanti 

Fanti 

cina. 

cina. 


-X- ^ 

* 

* * 

-x- * 


The Biiiibia vocabulary of Captain Allen and Dr. Thomson is 
the first that has been laid before the Wf|rld of the dialect of the 
River Bimbia. 

Those of the dialects nearest the Bimbia, in Aspect to their 
geographical position, are the following ; — 

For the North of the liimhia. The following vocubularies of 
different Ibo languages : — 

1. T^ie Moko of Mrs, Kilham. 

2. ibo of Clapperton. 

3. The Ibo of the Niger Vocabularies. 

4. The Ibo of Mrs. Kilham. • 

f), A short MS. Bonny Vocabulary, with which the present 
writer has been favoured by Dr- Dtyiicl. 

G. A similar one of thc*01d Calebar. 

7. The Karaba of ftfrs. Kilham. 

8. The Bonny Numerals^ of the^Niger Vocabularicip. 

9. A few Ibo* words in* Dr. J[)aniei’« MS., marked Ibo not of 
the Qua. 

10. Khdn.es Worterbuch dtr lionn?/-f^pracke. By Koehler. 
Known only to me by a reference of Julg’s to the Monaisherichi 
dtr Berliner Geograjdiisehe Ge6elhdi<{ft. No. 2, 3. 

11. Robertson’s Vocabulary of the phi Calebar Language^ 
Notes on Africa. London. 1819. 

12. A few Hoiiiii words in the Journal of the Royal Geogra- 
phical Society, vol. vii., p. 395. 

For the South of the Bivibia. 'Tiie following Vocabularies of 
the Camcroons and Gaboon Rivers. 

1. A MS. Camcroons Vocabulary, in th^ Library of the 
Asiatic Society. 

2. Vocahidai^. de la Langue Povga. Taken by M. Pacifique 
Henri Delaporto, on board Jlie Malouinc (Corvette, from the 
mouth of Oino, nephew to the King of Gaboon. M&moires de 
la Societe Ethnologigue. Tome II. 


2 H 2 
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3. Bowdich’s Empooqwa A’umerals, Bowdich’s Ashanti, 

Qy Ay 5, 6. Iftie Sheekau, Kaylee, Oongoomo, and Oongabai 
Numerals) of Bowdicli. Allied to caeli other and to the Em- 


poongwa. 

6. The Rungo Vocabulary of Mrs. Kilham. 

7. The Bongo Vocabulary of Mrs. Kilham. 

8. The Cape Lopez ^ ocabulary of the Mithridates. 

9. A Poongwco Gniuiiiiar. By the Ainericaii Missionaries. 
Known townie \3i)ly through a reference oT Mr. Bartlett’s*. 


With none of thbse, however, *has the Biiubia any very close 
and unmistakeable aiiiiiity. Out of more than 20 Mords, the 
following are the only oneii which it has in coinnion with the 
Pisnga of Delaportc. 


ENTiLISII. 

Smoko 

House 

Dog 

Fish 


Bimbia. 
. itutu 
. daw, ok 
. umbah 
. Inch 


PONGUA. 
. toutou 
. iiiio 

, laeboua 
. uelc 


As compared with a short* list from ^he MS. Camcroons voca- 
bularies, t^ie Bimbia exhibits the followin'g scanty aUinities. 


English . 

star. 

Bimbia 

Mitnbi. 

Susu 

tumbi. 

Popo 

suiigvi. 

Akuonga 

inambi. 

English 

sun. 

Bimbia 

ewi. 

Fante 

etiia. , 

Tapua 

chi. 

•-Popo 

euei. 

Ibu 

aiu. 

English 

moon! 

Bimbia 

cngoiidah. 

Bongo 

gounti. 

English 

mother. 

Bimbia 

Boniu 

yiyeh. 

iai. 

Ako 

iittf 


English 

sea. 

Bincbia 

’ rnanja. 


niodcna. 

Bongo 

madiba. 

English 

house. 

Bimbia . 

dawoli. 

Moko • 

ndap. 

Benin 

iilap. 

English 

man. 

Bimbia 

motu. 

Camcroons 

mu to. 

^Ingltsh 

woman. 

Bimbia 

mytu. 

Camcroons 

niuto. 

English 

brother. 

Bimbia 

* nanyang.ami, 

•Xaraba 

iicuakami. 


• The Progress of Ethnology. 
York, 1847. 


By J, Russell Bartlett. New 
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English 

hog. 

English 

fire. 

Bimbia 

engoah. 

Bimbia 

|weah. 

Bongo 

guia. 

Bongo 

veia. 

English 

Bimbia 

Uhobo 

fish. 

luch. 

eli. • 

Cameroons 

vea. 

* 

* * ■{^ 

a- 

* * 


The Edecyah vocabulary of Captaii^ Allen and Dr. Thomson 
represents one of the^dialecte of Fernando p<^ and, like the 
Bimbia, is the first of its kind that has been lg,id before the world. 
Its origin must, of course, be sought for on the continent. Now, 
the languages of the sea-coast which are most likely to illiistrato 
the Edcoyah arc, googi’ajdiically considered, the following ; — 

1. ■'flic Bimbia. 


2. The Cameroona. 

8, The Languages of the Delta of tlic Niger. 

Nevertheless, its affinities are both scanty and miscellaneous. 


English 

sun. 

Kdiyali 

itoki. 

Kongo 

utanga^ 

English 

star. 

Ediyah 

jettewallc 

Appa 

hia. 

Moko 

fete. 

EiNCiLISII 

stone. 

Itungo 

ido. 

Akuonga 

ntci.^ 

Karaba 

itiut. 

English 

man. 

Ediyah 

Imlah. 

Kouri 

nbalu. 

En<jltsii 

brother. 

Ediyah 

bunuuom. 

Fanti 

niunua. 

English 

head. 

Ediyah 

etna. 

Tapua 

tall. 

Akuonga 

•to. 

English 

forelicad. 

Ediyah 

epullu. 

Buliom 

bulls head. 

Kissi 

bu]eng=do. 


English 

eye. 

Bdiyah 

iiokko. 

Inessa 

naiko. 

Poyo 

niik-fc. 

English 

foof. 

Ediyah 

dikoto. 

1 Karaba 

Ilk lit. 

English 

arm. 

Ediyah 

luboh. 

Akuonga 

iibob=hand. 

Encjltsh 

band. 

i K'liyjlli ^ 

biclla. 

1 Man dingo 

bulo. 

Bambarra 

bulii. 

English* 

sheep. 

' •Ediyah 

enchoddu. 

1 Ako 

aguta. 

Uliobo 

t)gugcdi. 

English 

hi rd. 

1 Edi vah 

si nodi. 

Fulah 

suiidu. 

English 

oil.* 

: Ediyah 

bita. 

1 Akuonga 

baut. 
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C 

« X- « -N- ->5- -X- ♦ * 

Upon the ihiole it is not safe, in the present state of oui; 
knowledge, to place any of the ahove-mentioned languages with 
any specific accuracy. That they liave miscellaneous aihiiitics 
is undoubted. These particular aflinitics have yet to be deter- 
mined. It m.ay also be ad<led that the Edeeyah and Bimbia are 
rnorc alike than the Kri^'and Edeeyah, or the Kru and Bimbia, 

Upper Sonthwick Street^ 

January 21, 1848. 


It is unfortunate that the Cameroons vocabulary, to which 
Dr. Latham had access, when comparing that language with the 
Bimbia, should have be(ju so \'bry scanty. The merest glance 
at the arranged vocabularies of the several languages n(>w given, 
shews the evident ufliiiity between the Dualla and Bimbia ; take 
the following : 




English. 

‘Dialla. 

Bimbia. 

Fire . * . 

Ve-ah /* . ^ . 

Weah 

Father . 

Sfingo . € . 

Sangoh 

Fish 

Such 

Lii(‘h 

Fowl . 

Ubah . 

Cubah 

God 

Aluba . 

Lobah 

Night . 

Butu • ' . 

iButui 

Nail . . ^ . 

Tonno . . .* 

Touch 

Nose 

Piiiiba . 

M'bimbah 

R'lrrot . 

*Engusu 

Engosoh 

itain 

Buah • 

Bu-ah 

Rainbow 

Munga 

Yungo 

Smoke . 

Itutu 

Itutu 

Sail 

Bunga 

Bungah 

Slave 

Mc-kum-bi . 

Mokumbi 

Town . . * . 

Boa 

Bu-kah 

Turtle . 

Eku . . . 

Ekn 


and numerous others. The dialecj of the people of the Amboise 
Islands, is ^ subdivision of thd |.T3ualla. We subjoin a few 
words in which there is an approximation of the Edeeyah, 
Dualla, and Bimbia. 
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English. 
* Eyt*lsisli . 
Face 
Hair 
Hand 
Night 
Nail 
Nice 

Paddle . 
Parrot . 
Smoke . 
Shadow . 
Soft 
Town 
Wiiig^ . 



Eoeeyah. 

Dualla. 

Bimbia 


I])appa . 

Ipupa-misu 

1 


Bosoh . 

Bousu 



I-sil-la . 

lyaii 

Sowih 


Bi-clla . 

liia 



Bochio . * . 

Butu 

Butui 


Entuko . 

Toniio . 

Tonch 


Iludi 

Idolli 



Eiicapi . 

Pyi i 

Paki 


Encu • . 

Engusu . ^ 

f Engosoh 


E-iitu . ^ 

Ttutii . ^ . 

Itu4u 


Eriki-riki 

Idinga-idinga 

Elui-ge 


Obottii-bottu . 

Botti-botti 



Beri 

Ik>a 

Bukali 

• i 

Apapa . . ! 

M apapa 



So that in one part of the narrative, perhaps we have slightly 
underrated the philological affinities between the Edeeyahs and 
their neighbours. 

It will be seen by looking at the short list of the Bamboko 
numerals, (for which and tlie Oameroons vocabulary, we arc 
indebted to IVIr. Lilley,) that it corresponds closely with the 
Dualla and Bimbia. T, It. II. T 



NATURAL HISTORY. 


MAMMALIA. 

Order I. .PRIMATES. 

Family I. Homikiuab. 

f 

Measurement of some oj Ihe WeH African Tribes, 

% • 

Edeeyah, from cxamiuatioii of 15 males. 

Height ...... 5ft. 6J in. 

Facial angle^ 72® j most favourable, 74®5; least do., 70 
From occipital protuberance to nasabsjiine . 13^ in. 

From meatCis audit^prius oxlernus to the other 13^ in. 
From trochanter- major to the ground . 32 1 in. 

Round the chest 37 1 in, 

Krus, from examination of 9 males. 

Height 5ft. 5^ in. 

Facial angle* rather above 71®; most favourable, 74®; 

least do., 70®. ^ 

From occipital protuberance to nasal spino • 14 in. 

From meatus* auditorius extepus to the other 13^ in. 
From trochanter major to the ground . *32^ in. 

Round the chest 34^ in. 
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Fiilimeny from cxamlxftition of 10 males. 

Height ^ 5ft 5^ in. 

Facial angle not quite 71° j most favourable, 74°5; 
least do., G9°5. 

From occipital protuberance to nasal sxdno 13i^ in. 
From meatus auditoriiis cxtcrnus to the other 13| in. 
Prom trochanter major to the ground . 33 in. 

Round the chest . . ^ . 36| in. 


Mandh^goe^^ from examination of 6 i^ales* 


Heii^ht 


9 in. 


Facial angle 72""; most favourable* 73°; least do., 71°. 
From occipital protuberance to nasal spine . 13J in. 

From meatus auditorius externus to the other 13^ in. 
From trochanter major to the ground . 36 in. 

Round the chest ..... 32 t} in. 


Thus the JMandingoes are much the tallest of these four tribes, 
but with lesser dimensions ol»chesJ, and a comparatively greater 
length of lower extrenfitics. The general proportions of the 
head, arc nearly alile in all, as far as can be judged from 
measurements, taken in ^thc lining subject, lateraVy from one 
meatus auditorius extermis to the other, and lengthways from 
tho occipital protuberance to the nasal spine. As regards the 
facial angle, the Edeeyahs may be considered to hold the highest 
position; secondly, the Mandingoes ; thirdly, the Krus; and 
lastly, the Fishmefl.^ 

We regret, that, in consequence of the superstitious fears of 
the other tribes, wo were unable to •procure their admeasure- 
ments. 


Family II. Simiad5!e. 

Colohus Fennaniii. (Waterhouse, in Proc, Zool. Soc. Lond., 

May 8, 1838.) 

Col. supra nigrescens, ad latera fulvescenti-rufus : subtus 
flavescens; cAda fusco-nigricante; genis albis. 

Longitudo capitis-coi^^risque .• 27 unc. 0 lin. 

„ caudoc . * . • • 29 0 

Habitat. Fernando Po. 
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“The prevailing colour is^ bright rusty red; the head, back 
of the neck, an^l the central portion of the back, are black ; the 
cheeks and throat white or dirty white; chest, fore part of the ' 
shoulders, the under i>arts of body and inner side of the limbs 
are dirty yellow; inner side of the thighs whitish; the hairs of 
the tail are brownish black. The fur is long and not very 
glossy; that on the head and fore parts of the body being 
longest. There is no softiunder fur; the hairs are of an uniform 
colour to the b^so, or at least in^a vcry.slight degree paler at 
that part. •The porjion of the baqk which is described as black, 
partakes slightly of the rusty hue which prevails over the other 
parts of the body; it occupies but a narrow portion of the back, 
and blends indistinctly into the rust colour. The lower parts of 
the limbs are blackish below the knees anti elbows extcfiially, 
but within yellowish wliite. 

Presented by Dr. Thomson to the British Museum. 

Colohiis fiatanas, (Waterhouse, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 

May ,S, 1888.) 

Col. niger; vellere longissiino. * ^ 

Lon^tudo capitis corporisqiie . 31 unc. 0 liii. 

caiidcD . * • V • 0 

Habitat. Fernando Po. ^ Calle^d by •the natives, Milcho. 

“ It is of an uniform black colour. The longest hairs on the 
back measure ten inches. The fur is but slightly glossy, and 
the hairs are of an uniform colour to the base. There is no 
under fur. 

• 

CercopitJiecns Eryihrotii. (Waterhouse, in Proc. Zool. Soc. 

Lond., May 8, 1838.) 

Cere, griscus; pilis corjxms supra fiavo nigroqiio annulatis; 
gula genisqiie albis; tJrachiis nigrcscentibus; cauda splendide 
rufa, linea nigrescen'to per 2 >artem superiorem cxcurrento, apico 
nigrescente; region^ anali auribusque rufis. 

Longltudo capitis-corporisquo . . 17 unc« 0 lin. 

„ caudm ..... 0 

Habitat. Fernan^do Po. Called, by the natives, MdbSIi. 

“ The hairs on the upper parts o/ ihe body are black annulatcd 
with yellow; on the hinder parts of the back the yellow assumes 
a deep golden hue, but, unliko the Moustache monkey, the 
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blark prevails over the yellow; on the sides of the body and 
, the outer side of the hind legs, the hairs are gr(^ish; and on the 
belly and inner side of the limbs they are greyish while: the 
fore legs are blackish externally; a dark mark extends back- 
wards from the eye to tho ear; below this on the chocks there 
is a tuft of wldte hairs, b*eueath which the hairs are grizzled 
black and yellow; tip of the nose and ears, and greater part of 
the tail rusty red. 

Presented by Dr. Thomson'' to the British Museum. 

Cercopithecua Burnciii. (Gray, Ann. Nat. Hist., 1842, p. 256.) 

Cere, cinereo-iiigro; gula, geuis, abdomine, brachiis, femo- 
ribufl^intiis, cinerco-albidis; vellere longo, copioso, rigido, infe- 
riore pallido; cauda pilis flavescenti-fuscis induta. 

Longitudo capitis, corporisquo, 19 line. 0 lin. 

Habitat. Fernando Po. , 

‘‘ The j)revailing colour is greyish black; head, neck, .and 
upper part of tho back, yellow dotted ; throat, checks, abdo- 
men, inner sides of legs a^Jd thighs, greyish white; face 
black ; hair of the flicek and forehead yellow, with a small tuft 
of black hair over each eye; fur wery thick, hairs long, rather 
rigid, 2>ale at» the hasc,*thcn greyish black; thosS of the head, 
neck, and upper j)art of the back imd base of the tail, with two 
or three hroa<l yellow-brown subtermiiial bauds. It was named 
by Mr. Gray, Burnetti, in compliment to Sir William Burnett, 
tho distinguifehed. Medical Director-General of Her Majesty’s 
Navy. 

Presented by Dr. Thomson to tho JSritish Museum. 

Cercojpiiliccun Pogonias. (Bcnnet, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend., 
June, 1833.) • 

Cere, nigrescoiis, alho puifetulatus; dqrso medio, prymna, 
cauda superne ct ad ajiiccm, fasciaque, tcmporali nigris; fronte, 
scelidibusquo externe flavidis, nigro pun^tulatis ; mystacibus 
longissimis, albido-flavcscentibus ; corpore caudaque subtus, 
artubusque interne, flavido-rufis. 

Long, corporis cum*cipitc . . 17 unc. 

„ caudm . * . • • • 24 

Habitat. Fernando Po, Western Africa. 
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The hairs of the iippor^' surface are black, ringed with 
whitish, producing a grizzled appearance, which occupies the 
back part of the head, the fore part of the back, the sides, the 
outer surface of the anterior limbs and tlic i)osterior hands. In 
the middle of the back commences a broad black patch, which 
extends to the tail, and is continued* along its upper surface for 
about two-thirds of the length of that organ, the remaining por- 
tion being black both ab^ve and below. On the forehead the 
hairs are yellowish ringed with black; a fpw black hairs occupy 
the middle Itne; and^ on each sidci^ passing from above tlie eye 
to the ear, is a broad patch of black. The whiskers expand 
very broadly on each side of the face; the hairs composing them 
are yellowish white, occasionally, but very sparingly, ringed 
with dusky black; the car has internally a long tuft of' hairs 
of the same colour w ith that of the whiskers; the outer side of 
the hinder limbs, the hands excepted, is yellowish grizzhMl with 
black, their colour being intermediate in intensity between the 
lightest portion of the sides and the wdiiskcrs; the under surface 
of the body, the insides of the; liinlys, and the under surface of 
the proximal two-third of the tail, arc rcHdish yellow. 

Specimcns«prcsentcd to the British Museum and Zoological 
Society, by Uir, Thumson. 


Family IV. Lemurid^. 

Galago Alletii, (Watcrhou.se, in Proc. Zool. Soc., Lond., 1837.) 

Gal. aiiribus pennagnis, digitis perh)ngis; vcdlcrc intense 
plumbeo, rufoscentc-lavato; corporc subtus flavo lavato. 

Loiigitudo ah npice rostri ad caiidm basin 8 unc. 1 lin. 


„ caudje .... 

10 

0 

„ auris 

1 

n 

latitude auris‘ 

0 

11 

Longitude pojlicis aiitepediiiii 

0 

6 

,, digiti longissinii . 

1 

1 

„ policis pedum posticorum 

Of 

7 

„ digiti longissimi . c . 

„ pedis postici a calce«ad apicem 

1 

2 

digitorum 

2 

11 
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Habitat. Fernando Po, Western Africa. 

This animal^ which has four incisors in tha upper jaw and 
six in the lower^ is about the same size as the Galago Sene-- 
galemiR, but may readily bo distinguished from that species by 
the greater size of the ears, and the great length of the fingers 
and toes. In the colouring there is also a difference, G, Sene'- 
galensis being grey washed with yellow, whereas G. Alleni is of 
a deep slate grey, all the hairs of the upper part being of a rusty 
yellow at the apex, ^ or, a^ ion the fore-legs, rusty at the tip. 
The under parts of the bod^ are of a pal<^r hue than the upper, 
the hairs being of a dirty yellow colour at the tip; but, like 
those of the upper parts, they are of a sfate grey for the greater 
portion of their length; on the* throat and chin each hair is 
whitRh at th^ apex. The hairs covering the feet are of a deep 
brown colour. The tall is dusky brown. 

This animal was named Alleni by Mr. Waterhouse in honour 
of Captain W. Allen, R.N., \vho brought one to England on his 
first visit to the Niger. 

A specimen was presenlied tp the British Museum by Dr. 
Thomson. 


Family ,V I. V espertilionid.*:. 

ajiinolophuB MariinL (Fiuser, ni Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend., 

Feb. 1843.) 


Rhin. auribus ^nagnis apinl frontem inter se spatio angusto 
sejunctis; rostro fdJisa oblonga superne, antice quatuor appen- 
diculis carneis, vix elevatis (duobus utrinquej tecta : prosthemale 
nasali longitudinaliter diviso; fossa •frontali postice culjpine 
semicirculari dense vellere induto, collimctata; cauda longa et 
cartilagine bifurca terminata ; patagio*ad j)e<les basim solum- 
iJiodo ducto; colore cinereo-fuSco, subtus cg-iiescente. 


Long. tot. 

Volatus auiplitiulo 

maxima 

Auris 

Caudu) 

Habitat. Fernando Po. 


„ latitudo 
Antebrachium 


3 unc. 5 lin. 
]0 0 

2 4 

1 G 

0 9 

1 7 
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This species of Rhinolophiis is remarkable for baying the 
complicated fleshy appendages of the muzzle divided iu the 
longitudinal diret;tion. Each half of this apparatus is composed 
of two leaflets, the margins of which are free, though but little 
elevated; the foremost of those is shaped somewhat like the 
human ear, and terminates in front \n a small prominent lobe, 
which is situated over the ojjening of the nostril ; the second or 
hindmost leaflet on each side approaches to a circular form. 
Upon separating these fo^ir leaflets, a largo pit is observable 
on the nppoj; sulfaee of the muzzle, and ’the hinder margin of 
this pit terminates in*a nearly semfcircular and slightly elevated 
fleshy ridge, which is densely covered with fur. The ears are 
large, rounded at the extremity, but inclining to a pointed form, 
and separated from each other on the top of the hoad by aepace 
of about two and a half lines in width ; on the inner side, and 
towards the base, is a narrow oblique ridge ; the tragus is about 
two and a half lines in length, narrow, rounded at the extremity, 
and somewhat dilated near the base on the outer margin. The 
wing and inter-femoral inembranes«join the foot at the base; 
the latter extends to the extremity of tho tail, which terminates 
in a bifurcated cartilage; numerous minute* pajn’lhe are observ- 
aWe on the margin of the intdi* -femoral membrane. The general 
colour of the animal in spirit is grey-Vrown, Imt'wdth an ashy 
tint on the under parts of the body, and is darker than that jaf 
the lihinolophus llipj’josidcros of authors. 


lihinolophus Landeru (Martin, in Proc. •Zool. Soc. Loml., 

1837 .) 

Hliin, vellere moIJi, et pulchre castaneo-rufesceiite ; auribus 
acutis, patulis, ercctis, ad latus oxterius cmarginatis, et lobo 
rotundato accessorio instructis ; prostlieinate duplicc; auterioro 
bidentato cum scypho parvulo ad basin anti cam, hoc ferro-equino 
membranaceo circuimlato ; prosthemate poster! ore ad basin tiuns- 
versim sinuato, ad apieem acuto; ferroequino membranaceo, lato, 
niargine libero antice bifido, pollice brevi, gracili, iu membrana 
subtiis per dimidiuip ineluso; ungue parvulo; aiitibrachiis 
robustis; cruribus gracilibus; patagi^ nigricantibus. 
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Longitude 

corporis cum ca|^ite . 

1 unc. 4^ 


caudsD 

0 

9 

W 

aurium 

iO 

7i 

99 

antibrachii . 

1 

H 

99 

cruris 

0 

8 

99 

calcanei 

0 


Prosthematis longitude 

0 

2 

Alarum amplitude 

0 

0 


Habitat. Fernando Po, Western Africa. 

“ This beautiful littfe species of Bat is a genijine Rhinolophua; 
the nasal appeudages cousisP of a liorse-slioo, a crest, and an 
elevated leaf. The horse-shoe is broad* with indications of a 
double furrow ; its outer margin* is free and bifid anteriorly. 
In it^ centre, is placed a little cup-like depression with an 
elevated rim, from the back of which rises a bifid crest, not 
much elevated ; the larger apex is the jiosterior of the two. On 
each side of this crest and J>ehiml it, the ekin continued from 
the horse-shoe, and forming the base of the leaf, is furrowed by 
two deep but unequal sulci, wdth a marked posterior ridge, 
elevated across the bas (4 of the Idhf, which latter ends in a short 
acute lanceolate poiflft ; posteriorly it is covered wdth short hairs, 
anteriorly it is nearly naked, length is two lines. The 

cars arc larg^, l»road, ijlnl pointed ; the outer imirgin is eniar- 
ginated, aud passes into a liJrgc roiinded accessory lobe, closing 
the car anteriorly. The autibrachia are short, the thumbs small, 
the tibia slender. The fur is soft aud delicate, and of a fine 
light or rufous clv'stnut, a liitlo darker on the middle of the 
back; the wings art? blackish. Captain W. Allen, R.N., brought 
this animal to England in 1834. 

Mr. Martin named it after the celebrated traveller, Ricl^rd 
Lander ; and, by a strange coincidence, the specimen forwarded 
to the Zoological Society, London, by J)r. Thomson, w^as shot 
near Lander’s grave. It is uifly met within the more secluded 
parts of the woods at Fernando Po. 

Kerivoula Poensis. (Gray, Ann. aud Mag. Nat. Hist., 1842.) 

Kcr. fla’^scenti-cinereo ; lateribus, splendido-flavesceiiti- 
albidis, Capiti, gula alWj.^jpenti-cinereisf vellere nigrescent! 
inferiori; capito pilis albis Extreme induto ; corpori, pilis flaves- 
conti-fuscis extremis. 
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Habitat. Abo on the Nigec, where Dr. Thomson acciJentally 
procured it, while firing at a specimen of the Halcyon Sene- 
galensis, as mentioned in Vol. I. of the Narrative. Mr. Gray ' 
has by mistake named it Poensis instead of Ehoensis. Pre- 
vailing colour, yellowish grey ; the sides of the body bright yel- 
lowish white. Whitish grey on thahead and neck ; hair black- 
ish at the base; with a white tip on the head, and yellowish 
brown tip on the body;^cars moderate, half covered with close 
hair; tragus moderate, half ovate, blunt; heel-bone elongate, 
slender ; thumb ih,ther elongate, compressed. 

Presented to the rfritish Museum by Dr. Thomson. 


Order II, FER.iE. 

Family I. FELiD.ai. 

t* 

FelU rutilns, (Waterhouse, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 

Sept. 1H42.) 

Pel. pilis brevibus adpressis; corpofc siii»r:i ferrnginco, ad 
latera iiidit|£inctc maculate, iiiaculis parvulis, subtus albid(» 
macnlis rufo-nigrieantihus Crnato; cauda brevi, imniacultUa, 
supra obscure rufa, subtus pallidiore. c 

Longitude corporis efreiter * . . . unc^ 

„ caudal . . , . .10 

The skin which furnishes the a!»ovc characters was procured 
by Mr. L. Fraser, when at Sicrrft Leone, ai>d was said to bo 
from the Mandingp country. Unfortuiiatelfy, like all the other 
skins brought from the interior for sale or barter, it is imperfect, 
waj^ting the hcfid and lower parts of the limbs. In the short- 
ness of the tail and in its nearly uniform colouring, it approaches 
the Lynxes. 

• 

Genetta RichardsonL (Thomson, in Ann. Nat. Hist., 1842.) 
Genetta Po&nnU.* (Waterhouse, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend., 
1838.) 

Gen. fulvescenti-fusca; dorso lineis nigris confluentibus ct 
irregularibus maculi^ nigris crcbreu&spersis; cauda uigr&, anuu- 
lis fulvis interruptis. 

Habitat. Fernando Po, Western Africa. 
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^'Oii the barsk of the neck th&*e are three or four slender 
^longitudinal black lines, which are irregular #and indistinct, 
especially near the head. On each side of these slender lines 
there is a broad irregular black mark, which commencing behind 
the ear runs backwards and outwards over the shoulders ; hero 
the slender black lines appear to div'Idc, for as many as seven 
can be traced j the outermost of these diverge, and are soon 
broken into irregular spots, Avhich are Scattered over the sides 
of the body. The iritewiiediatc lines arc also brgrkcnjinto oblong 
spots, excepting tliat lino whftih runs along the spine of the 
back, which is uuinterrn])ted, and hecomoni broader on the mid- 
dle of the hack. On the hinder iialf t)f the back iliere 
are on each side of ainl ]>arallel Avith the spinal black mark, 
two lines formed by confluent spots. The sides of the neck 
arc adorned wnth numerous oblong spots. The muzzle is black ; 
there is a .slender black lino between the eyes, a yellow spot 
under the anterior angle of each eye; the tip of the muzzle 
is also yellow. The lips arc blackish, and the eyes arc encircled 
w'ith black hairs; tbo ha^rs of the fiioustaches arc brown, black, 
and brown. The earts arc black at the base exten y; inter- 
nally they arc covered with yellowish hairs. The limbs are 
brownish black* The tai^ is hlaik ; on the basal half there are 
five narrow yellowish rings, twid oi» the apical half there are 
foul* narrow rings of a brownish colour, and somewhat indistinct. 
The fur is short, glossy, and adpressed. 

This is rather a ^scarce aniiiKtl at Fernando Po, and as the 
•skin is considered onc^of the most sacred and valuable amulets 
or charms of the Edeoyahs, they are unwilling to part w'iih it 
The small specimen in the British MusSuin, presented by lir. 
Thomson, was skinned from the iiioutli, and is a i)roof of the 
ingenuity of that singular people. 


Family 111. TALiUDiE. 

Sorex Poensis,^ (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend., Dec., 1842.) 

Sor. obscure fuscus, corpsrc subtus cincreo, pedibus nigre- 
Bcentibus j auribus parvulis, distiiictis ; cauda corpore breviori 
pilis obscuris adpressis, et setis longioribus adspersis. 

VOL. II. 2 I 
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LougituJo ab apicc rostri ad caudaa basin 3 nnc. 3 lin. 

„ ^ „ cauda) . . .1 10 

„ tarsi digitorumque . . 0 G 

,, ab apice rostri ad basin auris 0 10 

Habitat. Fernando Po, West Africa. 

** Tliis species somewhat resembles tlie Sore.r vat'iKs of Smuts, 
but is of a deeper hue. The upper parts of the body are of a 
deep brown colour, rathe/ iiidistiimtly variegated with greyish ; 
the body be^^eatli is grey, but slightly w'ti.shed, as it were, with 
dirty yellow. The iiws are distiih-‘t, that is, net hidden by the 
fur, as in tetragon urm, and its allies, and tl»c tail has long 
bristly hairs interspersed witb the short adpressed fur, as iu the 
subgenus Crocidura of Wiigler. 


Order IV. G LIKES. 

I 

t 

Family I. 

Mas Alle7\{, (^7aterllOU^^ in Pror. Zo(d. Soc, Loud., 1837.) 

C f 

Mus. auribus parvulis, vauda ,corporo cum capite, longiore, 
eorpore snjn’a iiigresceuti-fu.sco, subtiis ciucreo ; pedibu-s •oh* 
scuri.s. 

Longitude ab apicc rostri ad cpudte ba&in , 1 uiic. 0,^ lin. 

„ caudle . , 9,1 11 

„ • nosiri ad basin auris . 0 7 

„ tarsi digitorumrpic .0 

„ auris ... 0 3 

Habitat. Fernandi' Po, West Africa. 

This species is^less than the harvc.st mouse {Mitsmessoriuii)^ 
and of a deeper colour than the common mouse vimcvlits), 

beiug in fact almost black. The cars are smaller in iiroportion, 
and more distinctly clothed with hairs ; the tarsi are covered 
with blackish hairs above; the toes are dirty wbfco. 

Mr. W atcrbouse*iiamcd this s]jpiies after Captain (then Lieu- 
tenant) W. Allen, R.N., who procured it on his first visit to the 
Niger and Fernando Po. 
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Criceiomys Gamlianus. (Waterljousc, in Pr|>c. Zooh Soc. 

Loud., Jan., 1840.) 

Cri. inaguitiidiiio corjjoris duplo, vol plus, juajore quam in 
Mare deciimano ; colore fere codenij auribus mediocribns, pilis 
niinutis vestitis; caiKla C(?rpus cum eapitt- aiquante; pedihus 
mediocre parvis ; vellerc brcvi, adpresso et subrigido ; coloro 
ciueresceiiti-fuseo ; pedibus partibusqudkiiiferioribiis sordide albis; 
eauda ad ba.«in, pilis iiilonse fiiscis, ad apiccin, jtlbis^obsita. 


Longitude ab aT)icc roslri u(^caudm basin*. 

16 line. 

0 liii. 


,, basin auriii . 

2 

b 


tarsi digitorumque 

2 

6 

}> 

auris ..... 

0 

11 

•• 

»■> 

caudm ..... 

15 

0 

Habitat. 

Western Africa. 




The Gambian poucbod-rat is about double the size of tlie 
common rat (^Mm deenrnanm). In its colouring and proportions 
it greatly resembles that animal^* the fur is rather harsher, and. 
more scanty ; the general coTt)ur iff the upper parts of the hotly 
is a trifle paler thau^iu M. decumaa a.^. The heae^is tolerably 
long, and jmiuted ; the ears of mod^riito size and rounded form; 
the feet an^ of^motlerate ifize; th^ tail is nearly oquaf to tho head 
jind body in Icngtli, thick at the basc^ covered w ith liarsh, small, 
adpresst^d l»airs, but these are not siiiKcieiitly numerous to hide 
the scales ; about one-third of the tail, at the base, is of a deep 
brown cedour ; tho hair.s eoveri^jg the rcmainiiig portion are pure 
white; antfrthe skin itself has evitlenlly been of a paler hue than 
on the basal part t)f the tail. The fuy on the l)ody is somewhat 
adpressed, and tho hairs are glossy on tht' back ; they are of^ii 
ashy grey colour at the base ; tlic apical half of each is brownish 
yellow, but at the points many i»f thein» are brownish ; many 
longer hairs, intermi.xed with tlrt) ordinary fjir of the back, are 
almost entirely of a brown isb-black colour. Tho whole of the 
tinder juirts of the head and biKly, and inner^ides of the limbs, 
are white ; the hairs on the belly are rather scanty, and of an 
uniform coloui^ to the root ; the fore feet are whitish, and the 
tarsi arc white, but cloudcS ^dth brown fii the middle. The 
ears are but sparingly clotli^d with short hairs, which on tho 
inner side are whitish, and on tho outer brown. 

It lives in holes in the ground. At Fernando Po its flesh is 

2 I 2 
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much prized at the festive meetings of the EJocyahs — and par- 
ticularly at the* feast ohservcd after the death of one of tlic 
tribe — some of it, cooked, being always placed over the grave. 
There is another somewhat similar, which we named, pro- 
visionally, Aulocodtts Poensis, ^ 

Family IV. SciuiiiXA. 

r 

A7iomahn'Us Derhictnus. (Gray,' in Ann. Nat. Hist., 1842.) 
AyioviaUiriis Fi'cmrin (Waterhouse, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Loml., 
Sept., 1842.) 

An. vcllere longo, ])cnnolli ; corj^ore super nigro ;* dorso 
flavescenti-fus'co lavat<»; frontc incanescente ; corpore infra albo, 
vel albido; artubus intus, patagio ad margincm et gutture fuli- 
ginoso tincti.s. 

Longitudo ab apicc rostri ad caudsc basin . 14 line. 0 lin. 

„ „ candaj • . * . .8 6 

„ „ aiiris . ... 1 3 

,, tarsi digitoniTnquo . . 2 G 

Habitat. "Fcruiindo Po, West Africa. 

^‘Spiny-tailed .squirrel, Klackis^h brown, grey grizzled ; hairs 
dull black brow n, with w’hitish tip.s ; sboulder.s wdiiti.sb ; tail Sind 
feet black ; tail round; chest, belly, inside of the limbs, to the 
edge of the membranes, greyish wdiite; n^embranes nakedisb 
below, like the back above, with a straight edge to the one 
between the back of the tbigli.s and the tail, and a lobe siipportc<l 
a cartilage in front;' head, above ainl below', and the upper 
part of the neck, blacki.*sh grey; cutting tectli yellow. 

Thi.s animal is abiiirlant at Fernando: it moves about gene- 
rally at sun.sct, and as in its flight from tree to tree the lateral 
membrane is expanded, it cau.sos a singular appearance. The 
spiny fonnations li^neath the tail are evidently for the purpose 
of assisting it in ascending the branches, or when stationary, in 
the erect posture, of su])porting the body. The Edeeyahs call it 
I-ba be, 

Three specimens brought by Dr.^Thomson were i>rcseuted to 
the British Museum. 
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i}ciu7*us StangerL (Waterhouse? in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 

Sept., 1842.) 

Sc. pilis lon«is ct rigidis, nigro et flavescenti penicillatis; 
gen is, gula, corporeque subtus piJis sparse obtcctis, his plernm- 
que pallidis ; cauda magn^ nigro alboqiio annulata ; anribus* 
que parvulis ; foraininc infra- orbi tali liaud in canali educto. 

Longitude ab apice rostri ad caudao basin 12 line. 0 lin. 

„ caudto • • • ■ 0 

„ tarsi digitorumqiie . . 2; 8^ 

„ auris . ^ \ 0 5 

Habitat. Fernando Po, West Africa. * 


The most striking external cliaracters of this fipecics consist 
in itsHurge whic-h is ringed with black and white; the 
crispness of tlie fur, and the seini-naked condition of tlie under 
parts of the bod^^, the sides of the face, muzzle, throat, and inner 
sides of the limhs ; all these jfhrts arc so sj)aringly clothed %vitli 
hairs that the skin is visible. On the ii]q)or parts of tlio body 
there is scarcely any trace of the. finer under fur, nearly all the 
hairs being of the sa^ne fiarsh character ; they are black, bron<liy 
annulated with yelhiwish white or rusty yellow ;®oii the fore 
parts of the body the forpier tii\J prevails, but the •hinder parts 
may be deserfbed as black, {reely j[>encillod with bright rusty 
yellow ; on tlie hind limbs this last mentione<l colour prevails, 
as well as on the uj)pcr side of the tarsus. The small a<Iprcsscd 
hairs on the sides of the face are partly black and partly yel- 
lowish white ; on* ^le chest the hairs are for the most part 
whitish, and on the inner side of the limbs rwty y’^ellow ; on the 
belly tlie hairs arc most of them 2 ?olb>wish white, annulated 
with black. Tin? tail is very long and bushy'; measuring tolho 
end of the hair it exceeds the head and body in length ; except- 
ing quite at the base, where tlip tail is coloured like the body, 
all the hairs are black, broadly annulated tvith white, and tho 
white on the upper surface forms bars or rings ; these, however, 
become indistinct towards the apex. The ears arc of moderate 
size, and rounded. The heel is rather sparingly clotlied with hair. 

It is one of the most conniiou animals a^ Fernando Po, where 
tho natives call it Bu-so-pl i they kill it with the sling, — in the 
use of which they are most dexterous. 

Presented by Dr. Thomson to the British Museum. 
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Sciuynis rvfo-brachiatns. ( Waterliousc, in I'roc. Zrool, fc>oe. 

, Loud., Se]>t., 1842.) 

Sc. pilis mediocrit(T lon^^is, subrigidis, iilgro ot flavesceiiti 
penicillatis ; corporc subtu« sordido flavo vol ruftjsceuti-flavo ; 
artiibiis iiifni rufis ; cauda longfi, non valdt* floccosa, aiinulis 
nigri.s ot albis, vel flavei>centi-albifc«, oniiitA, atl basin j>leruinquc 
rufoscente ; auribus parviilis; dentibiis iiicisoribiis longitudinali- 
tcT siibsulcatis. /i 

Longitudo ab apice rostri, ad cauda> Vasin S iinc. lin, 

„ cftudjo . ' . . .10 a 

„ tars; digitormiKjuo . .2 ll 

„ anris .. . . .0 4^^ 

Habitat. Fornando Po, We>t Africa. 

This spocios approaches very' nearly to flio ASciuru.^ annu- 
latits of authors, but is <li.stinguisbable by its richer colouring. 
The general tint of >S^c. ^inight bo described as yellow- 

ish grey, whilst that of the present animal is rusty gny, and 
especially by the bright rust-like tint of the under side of the 
limbs, and the pale rust or rusty white colour f»f the belly’’. The 
heel is clothed with hair. 

Presented by Pr. Tbcmisoi? to the British IMuseuin, 

tSciurtis ei'ythrogeny%. (W^terhoyso. ili Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond.. 

Sept., 1842.) • 

Sc. supra rufesccnti-fuscus, pilis nigro et rufesecnti-j>onieil- 
latis ; gonis rnfis; gula, corporc svbtus, et artjiihu.s interne alhis; 
canda qiiam corpu.s broviore, nigra, albo-4}ienicilIata, ]>ilis ad 
basin rufcsccntibus'; auribijs parvulis. 

Longitudo ab apicc'rostri ad caudno basin 8 unc. G lin. 

„ caudju .... 6 3 

„ tarsj digitorumquo . . 1 10,J 

,, anris ... . .0 4 

Habitat. Fomanlio Po, West Africa. 

The bright ruftf.-coloured checks, combined with the pure 
white colour of the under parts of the body and inner side of the 
limbs, will serve to distinguish this species. The® fur is rather 
short and moderately soft, and on^tl.o upper parts of the body 
the hairs are black, inclining to greywsh at the base, and broadly 
annulated with rich rusty yellow at or near the point. A 
shortish longitudinal pale mark is observable on each side of the 
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hotly n^^ar the shoulders. The ^cct are finely pencilled with 
black and yellowish white. The tail is shor^, and not very 
bushy, above black, and rather sparingly pencilled with white; 
upon separatin/^ the hairs, however, they are fountl to be of a 
pale rust-colour near the base, and along the mesial portion of 
the under side the tail is a bright rusty red colour. The 
tarsus is naked ii(*arly to the heel, but on the heel arc a few hairs. 

Presented to the British Museum bj^ Dr. Thomson. 

Order V. UNGULATA. 

Family I. 

Anide^tc Offllhyu (Waterhouse, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Loud.) 

Ctplialophorm Of/Uhyi. (Gray, Ann. Nat. Hist., 1842.) 

Ant. splondide fuscescenti-aurata, subtus pallidior, linca dor- 
sal! nigra; collo f'usco lavato, enuda brevi et floccosa, nigrescento 
pilis albis subtiVs intors])ersi.s. 

Habitat. Fernando Po. •Callt^l by the natives, Cbo-^ih. 

Spleiidi<l gohhm bijowh, beneath ])aler ; face, oars, back of nock 
with scattered black rigi<l hairs, wdncli are crowded^ogetlior and 
form a broad dorsal line# feet ji^iove tin' hoofs and the front part 
of the legs blackish ; lif»rns {j(iort, conic, thick at the base, with 
fivf' or six irregular cross ridges. 

Specimens presented by Dr. Thomson to the British Museum, 
and Zoological Society of Loudmi. 

Cephalophns vidanofns, (The Idack-rumpcd Guevei, Gray, in 
Alin. Nat. Hist., 1844), p. ICT.) 

Ceph. cincrco fusco; guln, latcribusque palladiorihus; iirojiy^io 
cauda(|uc supra nigris ; mento, pcctorc, abdominc, <lorso, antcriori- 
bus femorum, caudA.que infra, ajhis ; vellere molli, pallide cinereo. 

Grey-brown ; throat and sides paler, rullip and upper part of 
tail, black ; chin, chest, abdomen, back, and front edges of thighs 
and under part of the tail, white; narrow streak over the eyes, 
whitish ; feet Jibe the hack, fur soft, pale grey, intermixed with 
rather rigid black hairs« 

Habitat. Fernando Po,^^est Africa. 

Two specimens were presented by Dr. Thomson to the British 
Museum. 



488 


APPENDIX. 


A'iheloj>€. 

During Capta^u Allen’s excursion up tlic Camcroons River ho 
procured the horns of a magnificent antelope, which Mr. Ogilhy 
(in Proc. Zool. Soc., June, 1848,) believed to have been taken 
from A, Kuryca'us, Mr. Mitchell, Secretary to the Society, 
thinks, however, it may be an entirely new, and hitherto unde- 
scribed species; in which opinion lie is joined by Mr. Water- 
house. In the absence of further ^letail, wo have not added the 
specific narap. 

Fapiily IV. DASYriDj;. 

Manis multi-Bcutata, (Gray, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Loud., 

Feb. 184.3.) 

Manis cauda corpore niultum loiigiore ; sqiiamarum dorsaliiim 
elongatarum tricuspidiinn ad basin striatarum, seriebus 23. 

Habitat. West Africa. • 

Mr. Fraser, who had two of these animals alive, under his 
notice, for sonic time at Fcriiapdo Bo, has given a very interest- 
ing account of them, in Proc. Zool. Soc.‘ Lqnd., 1843, p. 53. 


7VVBS. 

Order. ACCIPITRES. 

Family. Strix. 

Qcniis. Strix, 

Pomsis. (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend., Dec., 1842.) 

Strix. rostro cmnilescenli-coriieo; facie alba, disco plumarum, 
confertissimarum, toxtfara holoserica, circumdata — illis antice 
positis albis, posticce flavis, ad basem pallcntibus, — illis autem 
genarum apicibus nigris; corpore siipcrne, c cervino flavo, albo 
et purpurco crebre hdsperso, pluniarum omnium scapis bis terve 
albo guttatis cum spatio nigro, inter singulas guttas; colli, lateri- 
bus, flavis, et, ut apiid dorsum guttatis; priinariis et secuudariis 
fere obsolete fasciatii, et sordidof^urpureo alboquc, s]>arse gut- 
tatis; cauda vix furcaifi, rubesce*nti-flava, fusco-fasciata, et 
sparse albo guttata; corpore subtus fomoribusque flavescenti- 
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albis guttis triangularibus nigrei^entibus^ sparse notatis tarsis 
lanuginc brevi, alba, fere ad digitos sparse t^ctis^— his nigris, 
pilis albis obsitis. 

Habitat. Fernando Po, West Africa. 

A very scarce bird. 


Order. PASSERES. 

Ptimily. Dentirostres. 

Genus. Lanixis, 

Tephrodornis ocreatiis. (Strickland^ in Proc. Zool. Soc, Lond.^ 

June, 1^44.) 

Tepb. capitc supra genisque fusco-atris, dorso toto alisque 
obscure fuscO“i)lunibcis, remigibus rectricibusque fusco-atris, 
ext us plunibeo limbatis, coiq)ore toto inferno albo, gutturis 
])Cctorisquc plum is ciuereo stricte inarginatis, alarum tectricibus 
infeniis ciiicreis albo inarginatis. Rostrum pedesquo atri, 
acrotarsiis integris. 

Total length, 63 *11101108; beak to gape 11 lines, to front 7 
lines, breadth 3 lines, height 2^ liges; wing 3 indies 7 lines; 
medial rcctrvpes 3 inches, external 2 inches 8 liifes ; tarsus 10 
lines, middle toe 0 lines, hiiuV ditto#? lines. 

TIabitat. Fernando Po, West Africa. 

“ This bird aj)proachcs sufficiently near to the Indian genus 
Tephrodornis, to ^be classed ivith it ; the only important struc- 
tural dilFercnccs being that the acrotarsia are entire and that 
the tail is slightly rounded. The, beak resembles that of T. 
Jndica, (Gray) but it is a trifle shorter;the nostrils are couched 
by incumbent bristly feathers ; the fourth, fifth, and sixth quills 
arc nearly equal, the first three gradi^atcd, and the outer toe 
longer than the inner. 

From Mr. Fraser’s collection. 

CoUurio SmiihiL (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Loud., Feb., 1843.) 

Coll, superne niger, plumis scapularibus, gutta apud prima- 
rias, sccundariarum nonnulTavum apicibusISiic, et corpore subtus 
rectricumque caudm quatuo^ extcrnaruiu apicibus, albis; rostro 
pedibusque nigris. 
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Long. tot. 8 poll.; rostri, f < al®, 3}; caud®, 4^ ; tarsi, 
Habitat. Cap^ Coast. 

Mr. Fraser so named it, in honour of Dr. Smith, the author of 
Illustrations of the Zoology of South Africa.” 

Drymoica mentalis- (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend., Feb., 

1843.) 

Dryni. supra fusca, p^imariis ad marginom pallidioribus, 
eubtus rufescens, ,fronte, genisqiie rufo-cat.tanois, giila et liiieA 
angusta superriliari albis; linc/iP angusta nigra inter gulaiii 
album, genasque castapeas; cainla? rostri raandibuhi superioro 
nigro, inferiorc cornea ; tarsis ,flavi.s. 

Long, tot.? poll.; rostri, J ; ahe, 2f ; camho?; tarsi I. 

Habitat. Accra, West Africa. 

Drymoica lateralis, (Fraser, in Proc*. Zool. Soc. Loud., Feb., 

1843 .) 

DrjTnn, supra fusca, latcribus cinerascentibus, subtus alba, 
femoribus rulis, rectricibu.s 6iUflfe su]»tus saturate ciuereis, 
guttA nigra proju A apices, apicibus albis. ' 

Long. tot. 5^ poll.; rostii^J/; ala?, 2^; cauda*, 2; tarsi, 
Habitat. Acera., West Africa*. 

“Ditfert a Drymoica Stranyci cC^rporo supra .saturatiore, lale- 
ribus cineiv'is, caudii magis gradata, cum coh>re albo apiciili 
magis circumscripto, et obscuriore. 

I 

Drymoica StravgeL (Fraser, in Proc. Zoc»\ Soc. Loud., Feb., 

' , 1843 .) 

Brym. supra fusca, striga siiperciliari et corpore subtiis albis ; 
roctricibus caud® eubtus saturate cinorois, gutta nigr& propre 
apices, apicibus albis. 

Long. tot. poll.*; ro.9trj, f ; al®, 4J ; caud®, 2; tarsi, 1. 
Habitat. Capo Palmas, West Africa. 

Drymoica ruficapilla, (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., Feb , 

1843.) 

Diyml rerticc mfo, corpore supA saturate fusco, corpore toto 
inferiore et gul& albis, dimidio femorum inferiorc rufo ; cauda 
ut in Z>. laUraliy at magis gradata ; rostro nigro. 
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Long tot. 6f poll. ; rostri, -g-; 2J-; candso, 2^ ; tarsi^ -J-. 

Habitat. River Nun, West Africa. 

^‘This species differs from others of the genus hero described, 
ill having the white of the under parts extending to the nos- 
strils, a rufous crown to the head, and a black beak. 

Drymoica rtifa. (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., Feb., 1 843.) 

Dryiii. supra rufa ; subtiis sordidc flava, rostro tarsisquo flavis. 

Habitat. Riv<ir Niger, op|iosito IdUah. 

Drymoica rvfogularis, (Fraser, in Proc. Zi^olT Soc.*Lond., Feb., 

1843.) 

Drym. supra fuliginose-fusca,, leviter viridi tincta ; gulfi 
pocton'que ru^escentibus ; abdomino, toctricibus alarum info- 
rioribiis et cauda iitrinque rectricibus tribixs externis albis; 
rostro supra nigro, siibtus flavo ; tarsis carncis, iridibus pallide; 
rufosconti fuscis. 

Long. tot. 33 poll.; rostri, \y alfo, Ij; cauda, 1^; tarsi, |. 

Habitat. Clarence, Fernando Po. 

Drymoica nro2^ygiaUs, *(Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., Feb., 

1843 .;^ 

Hrym. supra fusca, Jsiugulil pluinis jallidioro marginatis, 
striga sujicrciliari ct corporo Subtu^f albis, Jateribua et fernoribus 
lev iter riifo-la vatis, uropygio subrufo; cauda saturate fusca, 
fascia perpallidc rufa, altera nigra et apico albo, rostro fusco, 
tarsis llavis. 

Long. tot. 4 poll. • rostri, ^ ; ahe, 2 ; caudac, 1^; tarsi, J. 

Habitat. Accra, West Africa. 

G onus. Muscicaim. 

Muscicapa Fraseri. (Strickland, in Pioc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 
Juno* 1844.) 

Muse, capitc, dorso alisquo fuscis, forrugineo tinctis, remigibus 
fuscis, primariis extiis basin versus obscure ^errugiiieis, omnibus 
(la et 2a e3^ej>tis) pogoniis iiiternis ad basin pallide rufis, 
uropygio, caudw tectricibus^ corporequo toto inferno rufo-ferru- 
gincis, guJa pallidioro, rectricibus fuscis, 6 interinediis strictissime, 
lateral! bus large, rufo termin.atis, externo fer^ omninb rufo. 
Rostrum latum, nigrum, pedes pallide brunnei. 
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Total length, 7^' inches ; beah to gape, 9 lines ; to front, G lines ; 
height, 2^ lines breadth at gape^ 6 lines; wing, 3 inches 10 lines; 
medial rectriccs, 3^ inches; external, 3 inches 1 line; tarsus, ‘ 
10 lines; middle toe and claw, 9 lines; hind ditto, 7 lines. 

Habitat. Fernando Po, West Africa. 

** The rufous colouring of the pluthagc is very similar to that 
of Tchitreaf Less. {Miisclpeia, Auct.), but the beak is much 
shorter and more triangular than in that genus. In its general 
structure and proportions this bird scemi^ to approach the re- 
stricted genus Mu^cicapa more closely than any other group. 
The form of the beak is almost exactly that of the Mmeivap^a 
latiro^irid^ Sw., of India, and the legs are much shorter than is 
usual in tenestrial birds. Notwithstanding these characters, 
Mr. Fraser’s notes state, that ^ this bird feeds on fne grouifd, and 
has the motions and plump appearance of the robin.’ Tiie 
irides are hazel. The beak is strong, depressed, very broad, the 
sides straight when viewed from above, and the base furnished 
with bri6tlcs‘of moderate length. The first quill is subspurious, 
one inch long; the second is h«lf an* inch shorter than the thin! ; 
the fourth is the longest. Tarsi short, {he .'^crotarsia and para- 
tarsia entire* outer toe slightly lunger than the inner one, its first 
phalanx atta/clicd to the middle ,toc ; claws curvc*l, compressed, 
sharp; tail roun<Ied. 

Mr. Strickland named this species after Mr. Fraser, who 
brought that species and many other very interesting ones from 
West Africa. 

Mxtscipeia tricblov. (Eraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 

‘ Jan., 1843.) 

Muse, crista et mento nitide nigris; corpore superiore cinereo; 
irifcriore rufo, rostro pffdibusque pallide ccBruleis : cauda — 1 

Long. tot. — ? poK.; rostri, 1^; ahe, 3J; cauda?, — 7 tarsi, -g-. 

Habitat. Clarence, Fernando Po. 

Mmcipeta SmithiL (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. S^c. Lond., 

Fcl)., 1843^) 

Muse, corpore pallid^ rufo, cauda, alisque nigrescentibus, 
cinereO'lavatis ; capite, collo, rostro, pedibusque nigris. 
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Long. tot. unc. ; alie, 3 unc.]^lin.; rostri, arictu adapicem^ 
10 liii.; caiidfc, 3 unc. 10 lin. 

Habitat. Western Africa. 

The dimension above given of the tail of this bird includes 
tlie two central feathers^ which are about half an inch longer 
than either of the others ; these latter, when spread out, form a 
segment of a circle, the outermost feathers being the shortest. 
The head and neck arc glossy black, b^t in certain lights exhibit 
a slight blucish tint; •the whWe body and win^ coverts ai'C of a 
rust colour, for the most part fialo, but assuming a^dccided and 
rich hue on the abdomen ; the tail and feathers of flight in the 
wings are of a deej) brownish gray, but inclining to black. The 
bill is stout. 

A 

Antilles GouldiL (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., Feb., 1843.) 

Ant. siipcrnc fuscus, sub^us pallidior tinctura ferrugineu, 
gula alba, remigibus et tectricibus alarum ferrugineo-margi- 
natis, cauda corpore intensiore; rectrice extern^ ferrugiiiea; 
rostro pedibusque flavis^ 

Long. tot. 7 i)oll.*; rostri, ala), 3J; caudm, 3; J^arsi, 1. 

Habitat. Cape Palmas, West A/rica. 

Hylvicola snpoxiliarls. (Fraserj in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 
Jan., 1843.) 

Syl- corpore superiore, et lateribus nitide oHvaceis; mento, 
gula, ct abdomiuT; medio sordidc albis; linea a naribus super 
oculos, linea suboculari, plumis auricularibqs, humcrorum inar- 
gino, feinoribus, crissoque splendide ’ flavis ; spatio inter oculos 
rictumquc fusco; rostro iiigro, pedibus came is. 

Long. tot. 4 poll.; rostri, aim, 2; cauJoe, 1^; tarsi, |. 

Habitat. Clarence, Fernando Po. 

The wliole of the upper surface and sides of the body in this 
bird are of a bright olive colour; the chiu, tliroat, and centre of 
the abdomen are dirty white; a yellow line runs from the nostril 
over the cyej»and there is a mark under the eye of the same 
colour; the ears, edge of tfio slioulders, thighs and under tail- 
coverts are also bright ycl^^f ; the space between the eye and 
the gape is brow’ii; the bill is black and the legs are flesh- 
colour. 
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Tchitrea atrochalyheia. (Thoi^son, in Ann. Nat. Vol. X., 

p. 104.) 

Tchit. saturate fulgoscento-clialybcia-uigra^ plumaruni basi 
obscure nigra; pennis caudaquo nigris, extus clialybeia-nigria 
marginatis. 

Total length, 9^ inches; bill, wing, 3^; tarsi, | ; middle 
tail feather, 5|; the next exterior one, S\. 

Habitat. Fernando Pdf West 

Deep shining sfejcl-black, with tlio base* of eacli feather dull 
black; quills and tail black, margined exteriorly with steel- 
black. ‘ 

Presented by Dr. Thomson to the British Museum. 


Genus. Tardus^ 

r 

Prinia olivctcea. (Strickland, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend., 
June, 184^1.) 

Prin. supra viridi-olivacea, remigibus tusciv?, (divaceo liinbatis, 
cauda ciincafa, rectricibus dyobus intermediis fu.scis, latenilibus 
albis, extus ^usco inarginatiH^ opitimo *1010 albi); nicnto rorpo- 
reque toto inferno albido^ paDide flavo hivato. Rostrum 
pedosque fuserntes. •* 

Total length, 4^ inches; beak to gape, C lines, to front, 
lines; breadth, 2 lines; height, lines; wdnp, inch; medial 
rectrices, 1 inch 10 lines; external, 1 incji 1 line; tarsus, 7^ 
lines; middle toe, lines; hind ditto, 5 lines. 

Habitiit. Fernando Bo, West Africa. 

^^riie aspect of this bird is that of a J^hylloscopits, but tbe 
beak is longer, more Repressed at the base, tbe culriien cari- 
nated, the wings short and rountled, the first quill sukspurious, 
the fourth longest; tail much graduated, reetrices narrow; tarsi 
moderately long, a|*rotarsia scutate, toes slender, tho outer 
longer than the inner. These characters induco me, (says 
Mr. Strickland,) to class tho bird provisionally ^n tbe genus 
Prinia, % 

From Mr. Fraser’s collection. 
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Prinia icterica. (Strickland, in Proc. Zool. Soc, Lond«, 
June, 1844.) 

Prin. supra flavo-olivacea, loris, siiperciliis, genis, margine 
alarum^ tibiis, caudajque tcctricibus infcrnis laste flavis; mento, 
gubi, pectore et abdoiniiu? albidis, pallid^ isabelllno-lavatis, 
liypocliondriis flavo-olivacois, rostro nigro, pcdibus rubris. 

‘‘.Total lengtli, 3-^ iuclies; beak to gape, lines; to front, 
C lilies'; breadth, 2\ )jnes; lictght, li ffne; wing, 1 inch 11 lines; 
medial rectrices, 1| ineli; e^itcrnal, 1 inali;* tar&Tis, 9.^ lines; 
middle toe, (bi liiie.s; hind toe, lines 

From Mr. FnxscFs collection. 

Pitta PulUu (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., Dec., 

1842.) 

Pitta, nota nigra a maudibi^he supcrioris basi, super verticem 
usque ad collum edueta, et utrinquc nota lata cervina mar- 
giuatu; plumis auriculariljus et colli lateribus nigris; dorso, 
lectricibus(pie alarum u^ajoribus ductal lice viridibus; tcctricibus 
alarum minoribus, ft’ctricibusquo caudio singulis, a^ apices pal- 
lide coirnlois, instar cyani; ])rimarM8, socundariis, rcctricibusque 
CLiinhe nigris^ ]>rimarii?, tortil, ^quarta, quinta ct sextii per 
nuMlinni albo^fasciatis; gula f?re allWi corpore subtiis fuscesccnto- 
auraiitiaco, rnbido aj>ud abtloincn imum leviter tincto; rostro, 
tarsi s, digit is, ungnibnsque aj)pa renter rubris. 

Habitat. Sierra Leone, W<^»et Africa. 

“ This species,” ^liys INIr. Fraser, “ is mo.st closely allied to 
Pitta hrac/ii/ura, (A net.) but differs from tliat bird in having 
the bill and feet ro<l, a baml over the eye, which is tayiiy, 
instead of olive brown; in the uniform colouring of the j)ri- 
marics, secondaries, and tail feathers, th# two former nut being 
tinped with white, nor the latter with greiyi; and liually, iu the 
absence of the red vent. 

Sylvia laclicejys. (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., Oct., 

1842.) 

Syl. (mas) vertice cinuajii9iiiino, plumis aiiricularlbus et cor- 
j>ore superiore cinereis; alis cauduque e ciuereo fuscis; genis, 
gula, tectricibusquo ulurum inferioribus albis; fascia pectorali 
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xiigrd; corpore inferiore cinerco, apiid medium pallidiore. Irl- 
dibus 0 corylo-fuscis tarsis flavis. 

Long. tot. 3 if line.; rostn 6|”\; aUc, caudse, 1-^^; 

tarsi, Yir- 

Habitat. Fernando Po, West Africa. 

Cossypha Poensis. (Strickland, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond.» 

1844.) 

Cos. corpo^’e supra fullgiuoso-fiisco, reinigibiis fuscie, omnibus 
(la et 2a cxceptis) 'basin versus rufo-ferrngincis, sed scay»is 
fuacis; rcctricibus fuscis' Iribus externis utrin(|ue iilbo terniinalis 
(qui color in rcctricis extiiniL pogonio externo obli«(ut‘ versus 
baein producitur), corp<»ro toto inferno forruginc.>, gula #>b.sc i- 
riorc. Iloatruin atruni, peiles flavescentos. 

“Total length, 7 '^ in<*]ies; beak to ga]*e, 10 linos; to front, 
7 lines; breadth, 4 lines; height, 2.^ linos; wing, 4 inclios 2 linos; 
medial rectr<*,''?s, 3vi inches; external ditto, 3 inches 4 lines; 
tarsus, 1 inch; middle toe and claw, 1 inch; hind ditto, 8 lines; 
lateral toes, equal. 

Habitat. nFernando Po, West Africa. 

From Mr. Fraser’s colloctibn. 

Io.ros i/iovnatus. (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Loinl., Fo4)., 

1843.) 

lox. fuscus, capitis et enudm colere intensiore; corpora suhi s 
sordid^ albescenti-fusco. 

Long. tot. Spoil.] rostri, J; alie, »3J; cuud:o., 3.^; tarsi, ;]*. 

Habitat. Cape Coast, West Africa. 

Andropadua latirostrisr (Strickland, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 

184^.) 

And. corjioro supra olivaceo, rcinigibus fiiscis, extus viridi- 
ollviiscentc, iritiis albi<lo, iiiarginatis, rectricibns fusco-bninneis, 
olivaceo-limbatis; corpore subtus olivascente, Intfjribns ineiiti, 
alflB tectricibus infernis, et abdoinir') medio strainineis. Kos- 
tnnii coriieuni, niarginibiis paliidi.s. pedes, uiiguesquo palle- 
scentes. Rostrum depressum, tomiorum dentibus oliliquis 0 ved 
7 utrinque; ilUs niaxillsiu distiuctis, mandibuite subobsoletis. 
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Total lenfjtli, 6^* Aiclies; bea^ to gapo, 11 lines; to front, 
7 lines; brcadtli, 4 lines; height, 2^} lines; wing, 3^: inches; 
•nifMlial ivct rices, 3 inches; external, 2^ inclic!^ tarsus, 2 inch; 
iiiiddle foe and claw, 8 lines; hind ditto, 6 lines. 

ilahitat. Fernando Po, West Africa. 

•"In this species the beak k considerably de]»re.ssod, and formed 
like that of a Jl tfsctcapfi \ the teeth of the U]»per nvandihle are 
di>liiict and regular, hut <lisappear about the inidtlJe of the 
i.eak. Tiio lower niainlihle^s also iliriiished with five or six 
serrati<»ns, hut very *low and^ iirdistitidt. The wkig is much 
roiniil(Mk the liftli (piill being loiigi'st, and tiie rest graduated. 
'J'he <*oloiir aii<l texture of jdumago are much like that <»f the 
Fast Indian ff a rirt)slrh, (Stricklund.) 

DfvsoiilMMl frofii b]KM‘iniens hroughi to England by Mr. Fniser. 

IrntndtKs i/)'tfrl/irnsfrl'<. (Stricklaml, in Proc. Zool. »Soc. 

IiOiul,,*Juiu\ IS44.) 

i** '' 1. eorpore tolo supra olivaceo, reinigihns prSftariis fuscis, 
e\ olivir-oi'iite, iiiUis ])allide oclpi*aco(» linihatis, corpore subtus 
2 »:ii d vaceo einoAisceiite, incnto, gul:u|ue, albidis, abdomine 
me et [)allide tlavescentibus, alarinn toetricibiis inter- 

ni. p.i Mile (iclyaccis. Kcfr!itruni,i|)CHlcsijue coriieo fu!^*o ; rostrniu 
uluin, turdiiium/deiitibus i^iaxill'e duobus, inandibulie 

nulTis. 

Total length, 7 inelios ; beak to gape, 10 lines; to front, 7 
liner ; breadth, *> lines; heiidil, 2^ lines; wing, 3|- indies; 
medial re{*trice>, 3 ii^'hes 1 line; external, 2 inches 11 lines; 
tar.ai.-, lines; middle toe and daw, 0 liites; hind ditto, G 
lilies. • 

HaM »t. Fernmnlo l^», West Africa. 

'i'iiis sjieeie.N ditfers from the former oyc in several points of 
st net lire, tin' beak i> considewibly narrower at the base, and 
more slender , the u}>jk;i' mandible has only two dentations, with 
a faint trace of a third, and the lower maiuliilde exhibits only a 
fcilight suhterniimil emarginaiion. Tlie wings also ditler, being 
inure pointed f the /irst /piill is snhs 2 )nrious, and the second, 
third, and fourth, nearly d^fnal the third Joiigest, These two 
sjiecies agree, however, in th« structure of the tail and feet, and 
in tho texture, and almost in the colour of the plumage ; the 
VOL. II. 2 K 
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rump feathers being tlcnse, ^ong, iiiul downy as in the true 
PyCHOJlOti ^ 

From Mr. Fraser’s collection. 

Family. Fissirostres. 

f 

Gen us. lit rtt ml o . 

Ifirundo^ yufrita"^ \ (Tlioinson.) 

Hir. subcferulofi-nigrji plerumr|\ie ; menfo subtus all»ulo ; cauda 
pennarum in tcriorc 'margin i bus albis. extremis iiigris. Rostro 
podibusque iiigris. ' 

Long. tot. OtJj unc.j ahe, 4j. 

Habitat. River Nun, AV"<*st Africa; met wkli as high up as 
Aboil. 

General pliiniago bluish black, with a wliito patch under the 
chin ; the inner side of tlie five o»:iter tail feathers, white iu the 
upper thro(ivfourths:, black in the roniaindor. The tail forms a 
segment of a circle, the two outer tail feathers being the longest. 

Presented to the British Museum hy^ T)r.^ Thomson, 
o 

Cifpsdiis parvif''* (Stri«kland, in Pme, ZooK Soc. Lond.) 

Plmnago iiuifoun mouse colour., chin* whitish, it is probably 
the smallest species of its g<uiu.s the total length being orWy (i 
inches; wing, 4^ inches ; medial rectrices, inch; external, .‘fj 
inche.s. 

Habitat. Accra, 

From Mr. Fraser’s collection. 

PijiyHitira ca-dauea, (Fraser, in Proe. Zool. Soc. Loud., Oct., 

1842 .) 

r 

Platys. vertice genisque ciriereis; niento albo; dorso, alis, 
ftuperne, gula et pecturc castaneis; abdomine albo, appeiidiculis 
earnosis circum ociilos ruhris; rostro nigro ; iridibiis rufcscenti- 

* In speaking of tt»is bird in Vol. k-of the narrative, as also of the 
Porphyrio Allmi^ in Vol. II., we Ita^e inadvertently referred to tlie 
work in which they are figured, as by G. D. Mitchell; it is Gray 
and Mitchell’s Illustrated Genera of Birds, 
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fiiNciH; tarsls roprulpo-purpuresifentibuH. Inter sexus hand 
foloriH divorsitas. 

I 

tot. unc. ; ro.^tri, aliL', ; caudoi, ; 

tarsi, yV 

Habitat. F('n mu do Po, We.st Africa. 

“ Found aiuonjjr the branches of the naked trees iu June, 
sfunetiimj.s in pairs ; they are short and thick in form,- the 
feathering bein^r of a downy nature. Hs note is short. 

This bird diliers •fi'oin Jardiup arnk Selby’s Flatijrhynchns^ 
DemtfO.rrstiiy in lia> ing tlie chostfut back and* wings, and the short 
black tail. 


Plaf t/sO ira (Fmscr, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Loud., 

Ocl., IS 12.) 

Pla tys. (mas ) capite, gen is, collo, dorso, alis, cauda ct vitta 
lata pectoral i, sic, ct fomorilms e cieriilco nigris, iiropygio, gul& 
et ahdomine albis. 

Long. tot. 4 nnc. ; rostri, : ajte, 2^^^; caudeo, -j’l. ; tarsi, 

Habitat. Fernando Po, We.stern Africa. 

Fleshy apj»endagos round the eye, retl ; iridos* rod ha?xd; 
hill black : le^r^ purplish^ This biM differs from Jardinc and 
Selby’s Pfaitfrhfnichn.< iif having lu white rump ; the 

'viyg.s entirely black ; the band across the client much broader, 
a!id the ib'.'^liy appendages round the eyes red. 

i‘'amily. *CoxmosTiUvS. 

G(»nns. Frlnffilla, 

Ploceus i'olhtris. (Fraser, in I’roe. Zool. Soc. Loud., Oct., 18^.) 

Plot*, vertiee, capitis lateribus, ct ment^, nigris, toivjue collari 
lato, castaueo ; ro.stro nigro, tars4s fii.scescontibus, relitjuis jairtibns 
aurantiaeo, olivacco et hiscescente variegatis, fere ut iu Ploceo 
tejctore, (Swains.) 

Long. tot. 7 1 unc.; rostri, 1 iV ? caudm, 0^ ; 

tarsi s, 1 

Habitat. Island St. ThoTmjs, West Afi^a. 

“This bird differs from in being of a greater size; 

in baying tbechcsnnt collar encircling the neck, and the general 
colouring of the body being less vivid. 


2 K 2 
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Euplecif^s rif/or^htiics. (Frast>r, in Proc. Zool. Soc. I.oikI., 

Oct., 1842.) 

Eiipl. (mas) vertice, ot iiucliu, nitiilc riibris, colorc rnbro in 
latcra colli tliicto; corpore in toto iii^ro; iriJibus e corylo rubris, 
tarsis et rostro iiigris. ^ 

Long. tot. 7 line.; rostri, 1; ala), 4; eaiuhe, 2,®^^^; tarsi, 1. 
Habitat. Fernando Po, West Africa. 

Mr. Fraser says “ A .^very gonjl songster.” Tbese birds fre- 
quent the thick foliage i^of tli^' higher tree!?^, and are most active 
about J p.M. ‘ 

Coccoihraustes olivaceus. (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Snc. Lond., 

Ocf., 1842.) 

Cocc. capite, colic, i)cetore, dorso, alarum tect ricibus, corpor- 
isqiie lateribus saturate olivacco-viridibus; lidc colon? ad uro- 
pygium, femora et caudaiii, toctricibus alarum iuferioribus, 
secundariis,,j£etricunHjue caudtc apicibus-flavis ; ]n’imariis nigri.s, 
ad apieem flavcsccnti-albis ; secundjjriis in media parte nigrie, ad 
margincm internum albis, ad apiceni flav.?sccntibus ; rostro tar.si.s- 
que flavis. % 

Long. tot.^T j unr. ; rostrk, \ ; ahe, 2Jj ; caudie, 2; tarsi, 
Habitat. Fernando Po, Wi^sf Africa. 

Amadituc I'ocnsis. (Fraser, in Proc. Zool. Soc. Lortd., 

Oct., 1842.) 

Amad. nitide nigra, j»rimarii.s*guttatis, sccundariis iiropygi^s 
plumisqne latcribu.^ albo-fa.sciatis ; abdomii/e, tcctricibu.s alarum 
inferioribus, crisso<juc albl.s; iridibus c eorylo-fusci.s; rostro 
cwBaleo; tarsis nigris. 

Long. tot. 4 line.; rostri, 1; aluo, 2; caudac, 1 J ; tarsi, -J. 
Habitat. Fernandc/Po, West Africa. 

1 

Arnadina hkolor. (Fraser, in Proc, Zool. Soc. Loml., 

Oct., 1842.) 

Amad. (mas) corpore siiperiore, pectoro, et Ijiiori bus nigris ; 
abdomine, tcctricibus^ alarum infcrioij;bii.s, crissoque albis; rostro 
ccenilco ; tarsis nigris. ‘ ^ 

Long. tot. 4unc. ; rostri, 1; also, 2; caudto, l-J ; tarsi, 4* 
Habitat. Capo Palmas, West Africa. 
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^'Coininoii in tlie roofw of the huts belonging to the Fislimen 
of C{i.|>c Palmas, in which situation they breed Aid commit much 
niischief, like our f>wn Joniestic sparrow/’ It difiers from tho 
AmacK in the absence of the white markings on the 

wings, rnnij), aij<l sides. 

Xijrlta /(f.<cono(Hs. (Fraser, in Proe. Zook Sue. }l6nd., 

Oq^., 1S42.) 

Nig. ca 2 >ito, <*ollo, teetricil)^!^aud?e/si(ict* rectticibiis nitidc 
nigris; dor.so, ot pliiiiiis scii]iularibus cii^reo-fuscis; alls, nigres- 
eeiitibus ; eorpore infr*riore sordide albf> ; rostro iarsisqiie nigris, 
iridibus o c^nylo fiiscis. * 

Loiff-f. tot. 4? line.; rostrl, ; ala\ ; caudai, 2; tarsi, 
Ilubiiat. Fernando Po, West Africa. 

K'itrilJa 7'ff/ftjncta. (Fras<?i*, in Proe. ZooJ. Soc. Lond., 

Fib., IS 43.) 

Est. snjierne fiisca, fi^intt* faciC, gala, et pcctore cum tectri- 
eibus Cauda* vinaePis; hoc coloro c<*rpove rcliquo^inferiore, et 
eaud.'o superne tinctis ; alarum to^tricibus inferioribus flavido- 
albi.s ; gurtis^ininnli.ssint1s j>cv 2 iniy;*is albis ajmd jjl^ctus ; rostro 
rubro, culniino nfgro. • • 

Ivong. tot. 3^ poll.; rostri, aim, I J; cainUo, ifj tarsi, 
Habitat. Ca 2 »c Coa>t, AVest Africa. 


family. Tknuikostkes. 

G mills. Cti'thiq. 

JW’clo rut i a SUniffcri, 

Noct. flavcscoiiti-subfusca unice siipri^ alis caudaqiic obecu- 
riore flavesci'iite tinetis : macirta eoronaria saturate viridi iinbii- 
eata, })hnni.s postcrloribus violaceis ; uuibra-tuscis subtiis tiiictis 
jiurpuris ; inento velvcto-nigro ; macula gukri flaveseenti-viridi 
iiinbriatu linea inaxillari intense viridi, educta pectoro sujna, 
ultimis pilling cbalybeia-eieriileis saturate eircinncHtis coccinois; 
rostro pedibusiuio nigris. * ^ ^ 

Nevt, Stuihj. (Jardiiie, ifl Nat. Lib., V ol. XXXVI., i). 198.) 
AboA’c, uuiforiii deep yellowish umber-brown, darker on t lO 
\ving.s and tail, shewing yellowish lights. Coronal patch leiic iing 
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to the line of the eyes, inibricSted, <lcej) grociij j>ORienor row ot 
feathers violet ; ^)elow <lark iiiuher brown, with purple lights j 
chin velvet black ; gular patch ycllowi-h green, bonlcrod by a 
maxillary stripe of deep green, extends to the u]>por part of the 
breast, and has the last row of feathers deep steel blue, tipped 
with scarlet, appearing like a tornunn ting scarlet thread ; bill, 
tarsij jiud feet black. 

Length, o inches : billjlo forehead, ; wing to longest tpiill, 
2 inches -J\>- , f r " , 

Habitat. Fernandb Po, West^Africa, where it is one of the 
most interesting of the feathered race ; when tlie j»apiiw 
{Papaya carlca) is in llower, its sAveet juice is tlir favourite food 
of these ainl the (Alidr Cinnyri^ht . The specimen fnun^vhieli 
Sir W. .TurJine figured the C. Shjnfpri. was shot hyl>r. Thom- 
son, who presented it to Dr. Slanger, as also others to tin? 
British Museum. 

Cinvyris Ehomsia. (Thomson.) X/ciarhua Aihlb^ rft, blard. 
Nat. Lib., Vol.'XXXVI.^ p. 214.) 

Cin. unice flave-oenti-umbra-fusca supra, alls, fejiioiibus, 
caudaque lefiter ob.'curioribiis inacida coroiiaria, •imbricat;i 
saturate viruli ; mento infra v<;lvcto<iigro,*emarginat<» lineA maxil 
lari, profunde ; collo uiiteriore, peetortMpie llavoM*eirti- 

mclinis, fimbriatis siibter ob.scuro-uiiibra-fuscis : abdoiuiue lateri- 
busque pallide castaneis ; r<>stri jKylibuxpit; ni^'-ri.-^. 

‘‘Above, unifonii yellowish umber browm, *Ylighfly darker on the 
wdiigs and tail ; eTiroiiai ])alch ])assiiig the line of the (‘yes, 
imbricated, deep green. ‘Holow, chin velvet black, lM>rdered by 
a inaxilJary stripe of deep green ; fore ]»tiit of the nock and 
upper breast, stiaw-yeljow^ bordered on the lower edge hy dark, 
umber brown ; lower breast, belly, and sides pale chesiiut-brow^)i 
and under tail covers Sark iiinbor brow n ; bill, tarsi, and feet black. 

Length, 4 inches* ; bill to forehead, wing to longest 
quill, ,V ' 

Female, dark hair brown ; on the quills and tail^iearly umber 
brown ; underneath i^ le yellowish §rcy, clearest in tlie middle 
of the belly ; the feathers darker alocig the centre of each ; bill, 
logs, a*nd tarsi, dark umber brown. 

Length, 4 inches ■A* 
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Habitat. Aboli^ lliver Quorxi^ West Africa. A very scarce 
bird. 

Presented by Dr. Thomson to the British Mtiseum. 

NactariaUi chlorojt^yia, (.Jardine, Nat. Hist. Nectarinida^, 

V. 172.) 

Above, rich oniorald bronzed ^reen ; wings and tail browfliish- 
blnck, former, with the edges of the feather^ oil green, latter 
glossed with green. • Ih.dow, cjjjl^veh^ blacV ; tlijoat, neck and 
breast, emerald green, terminated by a harrow band of bluish 
green ; lower brctist with a band of i^carlet red; belly. Hanks, 
and under tail covers j)a,Ie oi^ green ; auxiliary tufts ample 
king';%yt*llow >bill. tarsj, and feet, black. 

licngtlK 4 ; bill to gape, wings to longest (piill, .1 in. 

Female, olive (jil green : wings and tail umber brown. .Below, 
ebin yellowish white : breast*aml flanks more yellow, shading to 
pale but [Hire gamboge yellow in the middle of belly; bill, 
tiirsi, and feet dark niiibcr. brown. 

Leng*th, M inch.^j^'j^; »wings to longest <pail, 1 inch 

Habitat. Fernando Po. 

From Mr. Fraser’s eollection. 


Family. Symbactylt. 

Genus. A Iccdo, 

IJalctfon (Fraser, in Proc, Zool. Soc. Lond., 

Jan., 1843.) 

Hale, vcrticc nigro et eteruloo altcrnatim fasciato, iiota jjrandi 
rufo ab utracpie iiari orieiite et mandibuUe iuferioris basin cir- 
cumdanto, iieciion aures. et capitis lattjra exiiido super oculos 
iemleiite, et pen- lat('ra colli, <’orporisque «ic et alarum tectriccs 
ducta; d(»rM<5 spleiidid^'a'ruleo, quo color colorc tectriccs alarum 
iimrgiuatte, abe, caudiupie hivatesunt, gulS, ptittoire et abdomine 
ill medio al^is ; rostro iKnlibusquc rubris. 

Long. tot. 5.J poll.; ro.'g.ri, 1.]; ake, 2^; caudu', 1?, ; tarsi, }y 

Habitat. Clarence, Fernmndo Po. 

“ Crown of the head alternately banded with blue and black ; 
from each nostril commences a large patch of rufous, which 
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envelopes the base of the lowA mandible' care, and .sides of the 
head, forms a br(^d stripe over the eye, and extends along the 
sides of the neck and body ; and also over the under wing coverts ; 
the back is ultramarine blue; the upper wing coverts are tipped, 
and the wings and tail glossed with the same hue ; the throat and 
centre of the chest and abdomen are white; bill and feet red. 
Thie^eautiful species is very closely allied to the Halcyon 
cyanotis (Swains.), but nu^boat once distinguished by the white 
about tlie abdomen. • 

Pre.sented Uy Dr. Tliomson to tltc British Musiuim. 


Order. SCANSOU^ES. 

Genu.<. Jiucco. 

Bacco siibsulphurms. (Fraser, iu Proc. Zool. Soc. Lmid., 
Jan., 184'‘b) 

Buc. corpore teiipcih)rc uigro,^strigi siiperciliari, nccnon linen 
frontali sub oculos, ct per genas b?nibAite,.sulpliureis; spatio 
fitrigis incla.s<>nigr() ; eoi-pore inferiorc, alarum canJa^jue tcctri- 
cibus, seeunJyrii.^, sit ct cafola flavo-iparginatis ; alarum tec- 
tricibiis iiiferioribus flavido-al^>is iridtfnis co^’vUiceis; ro-stro 
'^iirro, pediljus saturate pluuibMs. • 

Long. tot. 3^^ poll.: rostri, ; ahe, 2; caudu?, Ij; tarsi, 

Habitat. Clarence, Fernando Po. 

The upper surface of the head and body is black ; sujicrciliary 
stripe, and one acroi^s tlie forehead, which jfassos undeT the eye 
and along the cheek, and^thc whole under Huriiice, Hulphureous; 
spacfl^between the sujKjrciliary and cheek stripes, black ; uj>])or 
wing and tail coverts, secondaries and tail, margined with 
yellow ; under wing cov^erts, yelio^dsh white ; irides, hazel ; bill 
black ; lege deep lead*colour. 

• Genus, (joryihalx. 

ZizorhU gigantea. Bine Plantain-eater. (Tlu^nisou.) 

Zizorh. dorso et pfctoro, viridee^nti-croruleis ; capite, et 
erisU, uigrie; abdomino flavescedle, ihferiore, ct femoribus 
cinnamominis ; caiid^ metallicc cicrulea; nigra in extremis, 
Boetro ilavesccntc ; tarsis nigris. 
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Habitat. Fernando Po. 

Back and u])per part of the breast, greenisl^ blue ; Lead and 
crest, black ; abdomen, yellowish, passing beneath into cinnamon- 
brown ; thighs and vent, cinnamon-brown ^ tail blue, with lower 
lialf black; two outer tai^ feathers, yello'wish in upper half; 
wings and wing covers, rich blue, with metallic tint; bill yel- 
lowish ; legs and feet black. 

Total length, 2.0^ inches^ rostri, ^ inch; ala>, 14 inches; 
caudfi*, 14c] ; tarsi, 

This handsoino bird is found in the wobds of 1^'ernando Po, 
where it frequents trees of a good height, and with umbrageous 
(rovoriiig ; in the afternoon and /jvening its call resembles very 
inuch,^Tuca, Itfca ; it is; difficult of approach. 

f*Oi't/t1iair macrorynchi. (Fm.sor, in Proc, Zool. Soc. Loud., 

. 1 837 .) 

Cor. lost ro pivngaiuli auKintiaco, ad ba^n san§»ineo; eaj)ite, 
crista, collo, poctoro<pic vii1dibii»; crista ai apicem alba, et pur- 
purea notata ; lino^ alb?i infra oculo.*^, excurrCnte ; dorso, alisqiio, 
im tallicc purpnreis ; priinariis sanguincis nigro marjinatis; t^audA. 
siiporiic rnc^allice viricii ; fei^orilSis, caudaqno siibtus uigris;^ 
tarsis nigris. 

O p ^ 

•Long. tot. 14 poll. ; rostri, 1] ; ake, G ; cauda.‘, G ; tarsi, Lj. 

Habitat. Bimbia and Caincroons, West Africa. 

This species dilfers from Jhe C. in having sharp cutting 

edges to the manl^il^les ; a ]nirple line over the black of crest. 

The back and upper surface of the wings are of a deep 
purple-blue tint, cxliibiting in certain •i^irts greenish reflections. 
The primaries (with the exception of the first quill,) an€ the 
secondaries, (with the exception of the three or four iiincrmost 
ijuills) are red, margineil witlwblack ; the shafts of these feathers 
are also black. The outer jiriinary is iTIack, and the two or 
three following featb«^ arc broadly margined externally Avith 
the stiino colour. All the wing feathers are black at the base; 
on the ontei-hiost fcatliers the black colouring occupies hut little 
space, but in each succoss^c feather it iqijreascs in extent. The 
feathers of tlie tail are of a^'C?y dark green colour ahoA^c, inclining 
to black ; beneath they arc black, but exhibiting indistinct puiple 
reflections. The rump, upper and under tail coverts, thighs, an 
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vent, are black, obscurely tiiital with or green in parts. 

Tarsi black; eyes hazel. 

Dr. Thomson procured specimens of this bird at Binibia, in 
diflereut stages of plumage; in one the crest was all green, in 
another, apparently older, the black lino was vi.siblo above the 
green, and in a third this was sunnotmted by the purjdo. In all 
oth^r particulars they wore identical. 

Presented to the British Museum. 


Order. GALLINACEA. 

Genus, • Columla. 

* 

Treron crassiroMris. (Fras^or, in Proc. Zool. Sue. Lond.. 

1843.) 

« 

Tror. viridis; capite, collo, jicctore^iie ciiicrasconti-viridibu'' , 
ventre citririo ; alaru’u tectricibus regitme carpali vinacco pur- 
pureis ; remigibus fr^k'o-nigres<‘entibu8; ^ciiuda nigrti ad apieeni 
late cinerco-f^sciata ; rostro niagno, pedil»usv|uV pallidis. 

Long. tot. 12 unc. . ala,*, OJ; caud;c. 4] ; rofiftri, 1 I lin. 

Habitat. Island'' of St. TJionas aiM Hollas, West Africa, 
where it abound.^, together wiA many other varioties of 
jirgcoii.*'’. 

This .specie.? is remarkable for it.s stout, bill, which is of a 
very pale grayish colour, tinted wivli yfdlowon^tbe iij>per .surface 
at the base. The vinaceou.^ patch at the ut^gle of the wing is 
hut of small extent ;* the primaries, secondaries, and some of the 
greater wing coverts an? narrowly margined externally with 
bright yellow, and the vent uml .some of the under tiiil coverts, 
as well as the greater pg^rtioii of the feathers cover ing the thighs, 
are of the same colopr; the largtw und(T tail coverts are of a 
reddish brown colour, and the feet are yellow. 

Dr. Thomson '^renfc a specimen to tbo Zoological Society’s 
Museum, from which it was descril>cd by Mr. Fraso^ and figured 
in \mZooloffia tyfica. The food of this Treron was, in January, 
the small fruit of a sp<A-ies of Cappgru. 
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v)rder. (3l^ALL/E. 

Family. Machodactvli. 

Genua. Fulica. 

Forxiliyrio AUerd, (Thomson, in Ann. N:itT Hist., Vol. X. 1842.) 

PorpLyr. oujnto, collocjuc subcfcrnleo-nlgris ; doj-so, alisque,^ 
suhviridi-fdnvaceis ; uropygio subviridi-olivacco, tiucto 
ruleo-nigro ; corporc .siibtus liyaciuthini-ca^ruleo veiitro albo; 
rostrc) rubblo ; froiilifcli ea?rulco^^ 

Long. tot. ll .J line. ; rostri^y ; j taraC 2 line. 1 lin. 

Habitat. Id<lali, liiver Niger. • 

Head and iic‘ek bla<*k tinged witli blue ; back and wings 
greonMi olive^ tinged with bluish black ; beneath the body 
indigo blue; vent white : bill reddish ; frontlet bluisli : le^s and 
toes redilisli. 

'J'his very juadty .sjK'cie.'i was shot among the reeds, on the 
inundated Island (qiposite, Iddah, calkaU by I^nler, English 
Island. The i»luinage of the young bird was brown with a well 
niark<?<l black lino ib^jvn tluj tfirout, witlmii arrow-shaped ter- 
mination. Dr. Tfionisoii called it Alh.iri, in liono%of his <li.stiu- 
guishod connmiiuler, Ciu)taiii W. ^lleii, R.N, It is figured in 
Gray and IMwtdieHV (iffura (ffJjinis, 

Presoiitod to the British i\lusenfti. 

Genus. (Jlitveola. 

Ghmoln vinn'otf^ ^Fraser, iii Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., Feb. 1843.) 

Glar. superiie ciiierea, c(dIo riifo, c(»rp<frc subtus albo rubro 
tiiicto, linoa nigra jioiio nares oricnt« sub t>cnlos et jier pliinias 
aiiriculares albas ducta, eainla* tcctricibus albis ; rect^icibus 
eauda* singulis iiota nigra versus apic;j)ni ; reuiigum primarum 
pogoiiiis intern is a.lbis ; setaifnlariis albis apicibus nigris i rostri 
a.d basim flavo, apice iikn o. 

Long. tot. (»:{ poll^^ostri. 'I , ala*, .5;} ; (^•aqJ(K*,^2-^ ; tarsi, 

Plabitat. Banks of the moutli of the Nun River, est 
Africa. 

‘^In some specimen.s (^’oj^ably the yo«ng,) the black .stripe on 
the side of tbo head, tin# rufous neck, and the red tinge on the 
under surface, is wanting. 

Presented to the British Museum. 
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^ Family. Pressiuo8Tui:s>. 
Genus. Trinfja, 


Vandlm aVnceps, 


(Goulil, ill Proo. Zuol. Sim*. Luiul., 
June, 1834.) 


Van. capite, gnla, alisJn mo(li<i. iiroj>ygio, voiitro. ?n.ssoijuo 
albis ; faciei latcril)us co loquo^ urpiirascciui-ci nereis ; sc!i]inla* 
ribiis, remigibus j)rit)ribns tribus, cavulict|iic diiniilio apicali 
iiigris. 

Loiigitudo tot. a rostri ad caudie apiconi . .13 ntic. 

„ a rostri ad digitoruin apiccni . 1 J 

,, alie . • . • . , iS 

,, caudjo . . . . .4 

tarsi . . s. • . .3 

,, fe'iioris , . . . .3 

,, rcj tri a rictu.ad a^ncem . • 1 i 

Kostruin virldi-auraipjacuin, ad apiceui nigrjirn. 

*• Between t)ie eye and the uppen- mandible is situatc*fl a fleshy 
substance, resiuiibling that the coininou cock, w'hich hangs 
down at right angh^s M'itli thor'i)oak; it is of an orange colour, 
and is narrow in form, being one jnci» and a-half long, and ha^f 
an inch wide a( tin? base, whence it gradually tapers throughout 
its whole length to the tip. The spur on the shoulders i.s strong 
and sharj), and is nearly an inch in ieiigth. 

Habitat, lliver C^iiorni, West Africa. 

Presented by Captain W. Allen, R.N., to tbe Zoological 


Society of London, from wliicli s]>cciincn it was dc5cribe<l, and 
since figured in Fraser’s Zooloyia iyinca. 
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PISCES. 


Or-lor. MALACOPTERYGIA ABDOJtllNALES. 


J/yZtte A! 1 nil. 


FaiiiiJy. Salmon Es. 

^ *Salmo. 

(Bcnnci, in Proc. ZooL Soc. 


Lond., Juno, 18^ 


IVIyl. olilongus; phiiiri dorsali prima supra ventralcs positA. 
I). 10, O.A. 14, C. iJ), P. Oliver Ni^?cr. 

“ The fnnii (»f to tfiis fifli belong.-’, bus 

hitherto been on I}” obtained in tlic Nile; the genus 
(Geotr.) originally ob.served in (he Nile, seems to be limiteil to 
that rU'or, the ^Senegal, and Ni^for, GijmnarrhliR (Cuvier) Imd 
also only been noticeil in tlic Nile; it is also found in the Niger. 


Onler. PLECTOGXApII. 

Fainilv. GvmnodotiIs. 

•* % 1 

, 8 1*11 U:. Tetraodo)i. 

Tttraoditu f^iri^fosus. (Bonnot, in Proc. Zool, Sof, Loud., June, 

1S3-1J) 

• 0 

Toil*. <lorst) irisj)ldo,*uigrcScent<^; ventre lateribusque hovibus, 
Ins albo nignxpio longitiidiiiuliter lineatis, illo albo ; pimH^ 
CMudiili qumlrata ; poetorulibus late rotundatis. D. 12, A. 9, 
P. 10, C. 8. Ri^’or Niger. » 

Specimens of thc^abovc were presented by Captain W. Allen, 
R.N., to the Zoological Society, London. • 

llifreront species of CcinihurKs, Lcifif*i/nvSj Dentc^^ SphifT(X;uct, 
St^ritAny Vonu'ry ( \n\unjnSy ThyunuSy Axuiuru^yChitodon-, 

Z('iL% Julia, tSf^rnunis, &c., ^cc., wer^ also procured by llr.^ 
Thomson, most of Avhich wctc prosonted^ to the ^Museum ol the 
Royal Hospital, Ilaslar. 

j^a)t<ir/i's on dmwHlf^ of some Push sent {|y Qi^i- Allen, i** 
on his reUini from his P'rsi visit to the A ige!^ ui I8d4.«* 

Tlicy exhibit the forms of Lates (Cuv.) ; Monngms (Kj.) 
Sndu (La Cep.); \X<^op(eym (Bj.); an.l thus tcml >n 
coiniiion with the KiKJciui#iiH from the same expedition exhibited 
at the luoeliiiir of the Society on June 10th, 1834, (p. •'.) 
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to illustrate the analogy boruo by the Fishes of the rivers of 
Western Africa to those of the Nile.” 

Vide, Zoological Society's Proceedings, 1834. 


SHELLS. • 

T'^^fessorE. Forbes, of King's College, London, has kindly 
furnished the subjoined list of shells collected by Dr. Stanger 
during the Niger J^xped^^jon. 

Land S'pecies, ^ 

Achatiua purpurea, in River Nun, &c. 

,, <ndica (?) \ in River Sirioo. 

„ rosea (?) 

r t'c^li-waicr >sy/^r/c.s\ 

Neritina ca^ra; Fernando Po, at WiUerfiill Brook. 
Melania L'eV^ssiina : same locality. 

;/ i{uaj riseriata. ; same locality. 

Galulhea re data : Ni' er. 

r' 

Marine 

Purpura c »ronata. j V i ver N un. 

Fusus iin rio; Sierra Lo^^ne. 

Biicciuum pluinbeun'.:. Capo Coast. 

Ccrithium radula; Feriiamlo Po. 

„ gninuhitum; Riv’cr Nun. 

Conus papilionaceus ; Siei^ra Leone. 

„ proinctheu.s ; Sierra LeoiiCf. * 

Littorina punctata ; Cape Coast Castle. 

,, piirjctatu, var. ; River Sinoe. 

„ purjctata, var. ,* Fernando Po. 

,, now f j) ; Fernando Po. 

„ ncv'(?) ; Nun River. 

Patella jxjctiuata ; West Coast. 

Bulla stTiatst ; Fernando Po. 

Mytilus niger (Gmelin); mouth of the Nm . 

Donax deiiticulatus ; .same locality. 

„ rugo.s:r’ Ca]»c Cou»t. 

Cytherca tripla; mouth of the Nun. 

Telliiia Madagascarionsis ; Cape Coast. 



I 
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Dn. Thomson 

’s Collation comits^d of — 


SIicJls. 

Habitat. Sliells. ^ 

Habitat. 

Ac?lialina . 

Ni^er. Cinthia . 

Cameroons. 

Area 

, Boiiavista. Helix ^ . 

Teneriffo. 

CeritbiuTii 

. <litto. Patella 

Cameroons. 

Biilinitis . 

. Ni^er. Persi'*a 

ditto. 

Purpura . 

P'oriiamloPo. Pyramidella 

di^t^ 

Lyiiinea . 

. ])o. River. Littorina . 

ditto. • 

N(?ritiu:i . 

. •ditto. i,Tro«us 

ditto. 

Spirilla 

.. Caiiioroous^ Cyj)r?ea* . 

ditto. 

Pot amis . 

ditto. Lc])i#5 

ditto. 

A rca 

ditto. Voliita 

ditto. 

]\Iurc^ 
Purpura , 

ditto. ' Turbo 

ditto. 

. <ritto. Conus 

ilitto.^ 

We roffret 

to state that several eases If Inlets, collected ii 

the Nii^er, Fc 

rnando Po, Bimbia, hive been 

mislaid^ and 

wo fear^ lost. 

THE EN1>. 
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